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PREFACE. 


When the History of Sir C. Napier’s Conquest 
of Scinde was published, an account of his after- 
administration in that country was promised as 
a sequel ; hence the present work, which includes 
also his campaign against the liillmen of Cutchee. 
It is dedicated, as the History of the Conquest 
was, to the British people, because from the people 
only can support be looked for against the un- 
ceasing efforts made to suppress the just claims of 
a victorious general, and successful administrator, 
to the applause of his countrymen. But to obtain 
that support ingenuously, the man’s thoughts as 
well as his action^ should be made known with all 
integrity — wherefore his opinions of government 
generally, of particular systems, and his views and 
feelings on every important occasion, have been, 
where the necessity of compression would admit, 
recorded in his own words. 

A more artful structure of composition might have 
been adopted to the advantage of the writer; but 
the original turn of genius, the natural temper and 
unsophisticated character of Sir C. Napier could not 
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then have been presented with such naked honesty : 
nor could lie be in any way so successfully defended 
from slanderers as by letting the reader hear him 
think aloud. Many of his opinions, thus recorded, 
will however bo misunderstood, if taken other- 
wise than as applications to the peculiar customs 
and prejudices of tbo people he was dealing with, 
lie might, for example, bo supposed to advocate 
military in preference to civil government, if his 
reasoning on that head was not entirely dependent 
on the exigencies of a recent conquest over a 
violent, warlike race, which was to bo at once 
controlled and civilized. In like manner his 
objection to the employment of civil servants, if 
not read with reference to the particular state of 
affairs at the time, and especial reference to his 
conviction, that the system of civil administration 
established in India was essentially vicious as well 
as inapplicable to the condition of Scinde, would 
seem to imply an indiscriminate contempt for all 
civil servants and all civil government. But this 
would be entirely opposed to his real sentiments, 
and to his practice ; for all his elR>rts wore directed 
so to use his military power as in the shortest time 
to render the Scindian population fitted to receive 
and willing to uphold civil institutions, of which 
he laid the foundations. IIow he performed that 
difScult task .this work will show ; and also the 
many obstacles opposed to his success ; for he was 
not a man working with and sustained by power — 
the flame of his genius burst upwards through the 
official ashes heaped to keep it down. Military 
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despotism had no part in his scheme of government 
beyond the first necessity : and it may be hero 
stated as a fact honourable to both, that his 
successor, Mr. Pringle, a Company’s civil servant, 
zealous and of a just disposition, after two years’ 
experience voluntarily profiered an acknowledg- 
ment of the great capacity for civil goveniraent 
evinced in Sir C. Napier’s Scindian institutions. 


NOTICE. 


The anther having reserved to himself the right 
of giving permission to translate this icork into 
Germam, ^as done so, and it will he immediately 
published in Germany under that authorization. 
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When Shere Moliamedy called tlie Lion, was defeated, 
ncjir Hyderabad, bis vanquisher publicly declared that 
another shot would not be fired. This was ridictded as a 
vain boast, but it proved a sound prediction, and well 
founded on the following considerations. 

A- country peopled by distinct races, having different 
religions and opposing interests, could not furnish either 
the passions or the material means for a protracted contest 
under misfortune. The Scindian proper, the cultivator of 
the soil, was but an^ oppressed bondsman, an unarmed 
slave, and the destruction of the ameers was his deliver- 
ance. • The Hindoos, numerous, timid, and of a faith con- 
. dcmried by Beloochee and Scindian alike, we re an isolated 
I nl undcred neonle and sure to accept peace with protection. 
The Beloochecs only had an interest to prolong the war ; 
for having been habitually oppressors they desired to 
maintain their profitable ascendant position. But they 
had lost two great battles, their treasury had been takeiTyv^ 
six of their princes were captives, and their political and 
military organization was so shattered they could not tak^ 
the field again for regular warfare, while the diversity ok, 
religion and interests was a sure bar to any general insur- 
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gent resistance. Moreover, the Belooch polity was feudal, 
and its natural tendency to disunion was augmented in 
Scinde, because the sirdars and chiefs owed service to 
many heads, — each ameer being sovereign — and though 
tlieir princes lived in families and even in the same for- 
tresses, it was in liatrcd, agreeing in nothing save to oppress 
their subjects and turn tlie land they misgoverned into a 
wilderness for hunting. 

Mohamed, th ^jiou of Mcerpoorc^ was the hardiest of the 
Talpoorees, l)ut he had been signally defeated at Hyderabad, 
^t Mecance he had not fought at all, and liis failing to 
do so, though caused partly by the rapidity of the Englisli 
leader, resulted chiefly from a miscalcnlation of chjuices 
jpd advantages ; for, Sobdm* exce2)ted, the ameefS had 
Dccn to him alwjiys mumcal^ and he, thinking like fdl 
of his race the British could not stand before the fierce 
swordsmen gathered on that fatal field, niovqjj slowly. 
Victorv he knew would render the other Talpoor princes 

^ \ I - ~ ^ - III' - ii~Ti<iirr ■* 

more insolently encroaching towards himself, and he rc- 
^ served his contingent force of twelve thousand warriors 
entire, to influence the after-arrangements. While on the 
march he heard with astonislninmt that the battle was lost 
• and the Talpoor dynasty overthrown ; whereupon, falling 
^ack to Meerpoore, he offered ])eace, yet insincerely and 
‘Only to gain time for collecting all his own feudatories and 
Rallying the fugitives from Meeanee. But though a temj)o- 
rary union of the tribes had taken glace before that battle, 
old feuds were not forgotten, and only the Lhugarees and 
Nizamarecs, under the leading of Ahmed Khan, thf chief 
whqjLSsmled the residency, joined him in mass ; the others 
held aloof, or came with broken numbers, they had little 
love towards him, and six thousand of their bravest were 
^stretched in death on the gory banks of tlie Fullaillce. 
,^Grcat was the Lion’s intrepidity to lift his standard amidst 
5^1 this carnage and terror, defying the coiupicror in the 
j^xry heat and flush of victorj^ when by merely remaining 
^uiet he might liavc retained in safety his dominions and dig- 
iAity ; and had this gallant effort been made from national 
feeling, the English leader would have felt ^t a painful duty 
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to strike the valiant prince. But the deliverance of an 
oppressed people, and the safety of the whole Christian 
^community in India, then seriously menaced by the recent 
Mahometan success at Cabool, were in one and the same 
scale with the interests of his country and the honour of 
his army, while in the other were only gallantry and 
tyranny — wherefore he smote the last ameer as he had 
smitten the first, renewing the terrors of Mceaneo and ren- 
derimg them indelible. 

SheKi^Mohamed, thus stricken, could not become the 
leader of% protracted warfare, and indeed many chiefs 
and sirdars had abandoned his cause between the two 
battles, proffering their salaam, or fealty, to the Englii^ 
leader, who treated them so as to excite hope for the 
future and stifle any Inrldng attachment to the fallen 
dynasty; no difficult matter; for though it came withiui 
the Talpoor sirdars’ notions of honour to uphold the"^ 
family sovereignty while any of the princes struggled in 
the field, there was no attachment of that kind between 
the ameers and their feudatory chiefs. As princes' 
they had warred for the Talpoorce dynasty, not for thrf 
interests of the Belooch race; and the latter had as- 
sembled in arms neither from personal attachment nor 
from national feeling, for being recent and isolated con- 
querors they had dominion without a country. The/ 
were moved to fight by r eligious hatre d and a desire tq^ 
maintain their nower^of plundering and oimressing, t heir 
pride and cupidity being excited by the Affghan successes. 
" We are braver and more numerous than the warriors 
under Ackbar at Cabool ” was their cry, the Fcringhecs 
at Sukkur and Kurrachcc are not so many as those he' 
killed : no, not by half! why then should we not destroy 
them also?” * 

Now the battles of Meeance and Hyderabad dissipatecT 
all this swelling fierceness, and Sir C. Napier, judging 
that having found him too strong in battle they would, if 
beneficence followed victory, prefer his rule to that of the * 
ameers, resolved to treat them witli a munificent liThwi 
rality-V Tliosc ^lo submitted, soon cyscovered that their 
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bravery in figlit was a recommendation ; and they felt his ' 
generosity was innate, not assumed, when they saw the cap- ^ 
tivc ameers, from whom nothing was to be gained, trcatcd| 
with a respectful and forbearing humanity even while . 
their conduct was dangerous and offensive. Moreover, 
the great sirdars and chieftains, those who were still in ^ 
arms and tliose who had submitted, were for the most \ 
part at feud with the Lord of Meerpoore, and in a man- ' 
ncr absolved from fealty towiurds the other ameers by 
^reason of their captivity; wherefore it was rcasoniible to^ 
suppose they would, if their own possessions and dignities i 
were assured, make their salaams in good faith. 

These eonsiderations led the Englisli loader to look on ' 
iJihe Lion as an isolated chief whose bravest followers had ; 
fallen in battle, leaving liim without, material resources 
i^br regular warfare, and without influence beyond his own 
^Ifoudatorics — as one also, who, notwithstanding the great- 
^ss of his mind, despaired of success from iiTcgular war- 
fare, l)ccausc his flight had been to tlic desert when all his 
•insurrectional resources were in the Delta. For there' 


•ivas his richest territory, there his most numerous 
feudatories ; and the country itself was so intersected with 
'Canals, so dotted with forts, so overspread with unhealthy 
marshes, that difficulties almost insuperable at that time 
fvv^ould hav43 opposed the progress of tlic British, more espe- 


cially during the inundation which was close at hand. 
To fly from such a lair was to say hope was lost, andi 
formed one of the many reasons .wdiich prompted the*"' 
^onfident assertion that the conquest of Scinde was! 
effected by the battle of Hyderabad so far as arms werejj 


^concerned. It was the prediction of a sagacious mind, ^ 
not an idle boast, and when the government of the country 
Vag conferred on him. Sir C. Napier evinced the sincerity 
•Br his conviction by proceeding at once to establish aj 


^polity which made no distinction between the vanquished j 
'Beloochees and the delivered races of Scindees and I 


' Hindoos. 


ly^Having fixed notions of government, he rejected the; 
vulgar opinion that^ Indian statesmen wc^’c to be guided J 
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by somcthing.occult and peculiar, not by great principles 
based on the common nature of man. Condemning the 
system of the East Indian Company, he applied to that 
body the poet^s character of Lord Bacon, at once the 
meanest greatest of mankind, and thus analyzed its policy. i 
'^To the genius of some governors-general and some* 
military commanders, and to the constant bravery of the, 
troops, b elongs all the greatness^ to the Courts of 
Direction, designated by Lord Wellesley as the ^ igriomu 
nious tyrants of the JLast, all the meanness. Not that 
directors have been personally less honourable than other' 
gentlemen, but that they arc always in a false position, as^‘ 
merchants ruling a vast and distant empire solely for their^ 
private advantage. No man ever seeks to be a director^ 
from mere patriotism or thirst for military glory unac-« 
compariicd by pecuniary profit \ and hence, when the^ 
Coui't does send out a governor-general of great mind/ 
which is not often nor Avilliiigly done, it treats him as if 
he were unworthy to possess power at all. This is natural.^ 
Their objects are not alike. His will be tlie welfare, thej 
aggi’andizemcnt, the unity of a hxmdred and twenty millions 
of people committed to his charge; theirs the obtaining* 
all possible profit from the labour of those people. If the 
safety of their empire demands a war the directors object ; 
not as it inflicts misery, but having personally a bric^ 
tenure of power they dread loss of profit?^ This feelings 
Tas always l ed them to quarrel with their best governors^ 
.general. The merchant, unable to distinguish between 
for self-preservation and conquest, objects to both as 
^ssening immediate gain ; and it must be admitted that the 
^former has in India ahvays involved the latter 

The mercantile spirit weakens if it docs not altogether 
exclude noble sentiments, and the directors have always 
regarded their armies with a sinister look. The bravery 
and devotion of their troops, not their own commercial 
skill and enterprise, have expanded their original small 
settlement on the Hooghly to a mighty empire ; and yet 
on every accession of territory the soldier has been treated 
as unfit to govern what his sword had won ; on each new' 
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acquisition a civil establislimcnt lias been l^istened, incoii- 
gruent Avitli tlfe military barbarism of the people to be 
governed but fulfilling the conditions of patronage and 
profit which make the Direction an object of desire. For 
those civil servants liavc much higher salaries and allow- 
ances tlian the military servants liavc, and the jirojirietors’ 
dividends are thus lowered as the directors^ patronage 
liecomcs augmented^the true nature of the transaction 
being covered liy loud protestations against alHvars.” 

In tills manner a vicious circle of policy is completed, 
and a solution furnished of that seeming paradox, that 
while the instructions issued by the directors for tlic 
government of the East have always been moderate and 
opposed to aggrandizement by war, tlicir empire has been 
continually augmented by arms and little or nothing has 
been cficctcd for the welfare of the people. The truth 
being, that men momentarily possessed of pow er al home 
object to war lest it should diminish immediate profits; 
but when the soldier has won new dominions the suc- 
cessors of those ephemeral sovereigns hastily gather the 
private Jidvantages. They denounce war notwithstanding, 
because it is easy and gi’accful to be philanthropic in 
words ; and the topic furnishes convenient arguments for 
supplanting the military by cml establishments to the 
fidvanccment of their own private family interests.’^ 

All tinsels detrimental to the Comjiany’s gener^ 
interests ; for those ci\nl servants , arc, with splendid 
exceptions, ignorant of great principles, devoid of business, 
liabits, and therefore wasteful of the new resources. Tlf^ 
more experienced men naturally abide by their old higtT 
iiid lucrative offices, with the details of which they are^j 
familiar, and decline new duties in perhaps insalubrioiiS' 
localities and amongst a people with Vhosc language and 
customs they arc unacquainted. Wherefore nepotism works 
freely, and young, and often very incapable men, are sent 
to acquire experience and fortunes at the expense of the 
proprietors^ dividends, by misgofterning newly conquered 
territories. Unknowing how to rule even a settled 
country, they have to create every branch of administra- 
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tion, and must uecessiu*ily manipulate rouglily^ and as it 
were with horny hands when the nicest toucli is essential 
— meddling arbitrarily and ignorantly Avith social and 
financial affairs where error may give mortal offence, AAdierc ^ 
parsimony may be folly and extravjigance madness/^ 

This picture of the civil service in India has been con- 
firmed hy the Honourable Mr. Shore — one of the body 
and Avclf, acquainted with his subject — an honest bene- 
volent man, whose exposition, published in 1837, has never 
been controverted ; although he has cifaccd the directors^ 
pretensions to moderation and justice, by showing that 
tlieir public insti’uctions, so lauded for their ethics, have 
invariably been neutralized by an appended provision, 
that nothing Avas to be of force Avliich tended to loAA^cr 
dividends. Sir C. Napier, because he accepted Mr. Shore^s 
exposition as coinciding Avith his own o])servation, has 
l)e(m called an enemy to all ciAil servants, and has from 
many of them suffered Avrong; but he only condemned 
a system under Avbich the best must misgovern, as . 
founded on false principles. Personally he judges the civil 
service to be like all other bodies, furnishing good and bad, 
clever and foolish [lersons; and he has ahvays been glad 
to act Avith those of -sojiiid heads and honourable vicAVS, 
though he refused to bend his experience of mankind to 
ncAVSfiapcr dictation, and the narroAv conceit of men Avho 
assume that long residence in the East confers an other-j 
wise unattainable capacity for Indian government. ^ 
Spurning such ari'ogancc, lie remarked— “ that Icug^ 
of residence and sensual indulgence Aveakened body antT 
mind, and give only aptness for ofllcial details Avitliout^ 
enlargement of ideas; and most of those persons, gene* 
ralized as " 0/d Indians/ because they haA e Avorn out origii\^ 
ally vigorous appetites and feeble minds Avhile enjoying 
large salaries and the adulation of ])laek clerks, who doi 
all their dutit^ s, imagine they only knoAV the East. Des pising^^ 
a nd avoiding the society of the natives, they yet nreteud . 
to knoAV the cliaracters of those natiA^a s, and call them-.<j 
selves the Statesmen of India! There arc however^ 
anu)ngst those vegetations of a rai^ soil, men Avho do study j 
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the people, who know their customs and their history, 
applying minds of a high order and powerful energies to 
their work ; and i)re-eminent in that class are the unco- 
venanted servants whose enterprise has brought them in 
mature life to India — men who cannot live in luxmious 
ease, and th erefore the most valuable of th e Comp any's 
d epemlants.” 

That the people of India had feelings in common with 
the rest of the human race tbe new governor thought no 
fallacy, and lie imagined two years might suffice to till any 
head with all the knowledge of peculiar customs necessary 
for modifying general principles which nature designed it 
to contain. With those notions he classed and epitoriiiz(*d 
the character and interests of the people under his govern- 
ment in the following manner, 

^^The money-seeking Hindoo goes about all eyes, and 
with fingers supple as his conscience, robbing everybody by 
subtlety as the Beloochcc robs tliem by force. To him 
, the conquest must bo as a feast and a blessing of graco.^^ 

The Scindee, strong and handsome, is indolent from 
the combined elfect of heat and slavery ; but he has fine 
natural qualities, and his bondage being of recent date he 
may be reclaimed and fitted for independence — to him 
also the conquest is a blessing, and it shall be my business 
to make it a feast.” 

The Bcloochcc, though fierce and haliituated to acquire 
j^roperty by violence, is shrewd, and lias a strong though 
Ravage sense of dignity and honour according to the 
customs of his race. A combination of coercion, of re- 
Pspectful treatment, of generosity and temptation, may 
^\hereforc bend. him to better habits, without breaking the 
^livakic spirit which is now his best quality. He fought 
^Jdespcratcly for the ameers, because to figlit and plunder 
% was his vocation ; but neitlicr he nor his particular chief, 
* nor the ameers, fought from national feeling ; education 
habit liave ffiyested all three of patriotism in the 
V European sense. The Beloochee warrior loves his race, his 
l^tribe, not the general community, wdiich he regards but as 
i^a prey and spoil. The chiers allegiance to the sovereign 
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being feudal is slight^ and tlie more easily snapped, because CHAP. I. 
the ameers, personally odious, are captives; a consider- 
ation of weight in all countries, but especially so in the 
East, where the fealty is to the throne not the person.” 

Strongest of the influences which brought the warriors 
to battle was their natural fierceness, excited by unliounded 
confidence of success and the hoj4C of pliiiidoring an army 
more affluent than that which had been despoiled the year ^ 
before in Affghanistan. Hut there was also latent fear.^ 

For con scious of their own ferocious design to massacroj 
ev ery European in Scinde. they thought the Englisli liad^^ 
discovered tlie project — as indeed they had — and meaned^ 
to revenge it in kind. Tliey had seen them in peacc,^ 
under tlie mask of treaties, seize Sukknr, Hnkkiir anrfj 
Knrraelicc, and naturally eoneluded they would go furtlier 
in war, and either slay all the Heloochees or reduce tlicmj 
to the grovelling condition they had themselves reduceetjj 
the Seindees. AVith men of this temper a change of, 
dynasty will be little regarded if their own dignities and| 
possessions are respected; and as it is a desire to obtain^ 
property, and not am^ abstract love of glory which impel}^ 
them to war, their contempt for industry may bt^ abated 
by the attraction of honest gains — wIk^u debarred of* profit^ 
by violence they will seek it in commerce and agriculture^^ 
if openings are furnished to them.” ^ 

^^To meet tlie requirements of these ditVerent races in 


the present circumstances ray policy must bo, while fast- 4 
cuing on the country a strong military gripe, to ajiply alN 
softening and healing measures to the vanquished race,^ 
all proteidive and encouraging meiusures to the libcratcci^ 
populations — to make strong cven-hand(‘d justice be uni-^ 
versally felt — to draw forth the abundant natural rcsource|(^ 
of the country, and repair the terrible evils of the ameers'^ 
misgovernment. The trading Hindoo will then attaeJf^ 
himself to a system which protects his calling and o[)cns 
wider scope for its exercise. He will for his own sake 
timely intelligence of designs to restore the oppressive^ 
yoke of the Beloochces, and the rich Banians have a won> 
derful knowledge of all that is passing.” ^ 
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The Sciiifliaii cultivator will not be less earnest to 
support a govcrniiK'nt which raises him to inrlepcndencc, 
and encourages his labour on a gratiiful soil; and he is not 
deficient in strength of body or spirit to defend himself 
against attempts to renew his bondage. He may also be 
stirred if necessary against Bclooeli ascendancy through 
the Kallora prince, who ^ alive and not without influence 
over the former subjects of his family, llcsiding in the 
^^unjaub, he has claimed of me the restoration of his 
i^ominions, offering half the revenues and magnificent pre- 
sents ; but affairs not being in a state to require his inter- 
ference, my reply was, ^ When you can give back the lives of 
my soldiers who fell in battle to dethrone the ameers, 
fean repay the ex])ens('s of tlie war and furnish a trilnitc, 
w'c will negotiate.^ 

With these views. Sir ('harlcs Napier, ^\ho had all his 
life studied the great principles of government, and in 
Ccphalonia tested his theoretic convictions by successful 
practice, soon framed a political editice of which justice 
and diligence were the beams and jointings. Nor did he 
lose time in nice consideration of the ultimate appearance 
of his work ; for he thought delay in satisfying the minds 
of the Sciudian and llelooch races as to their condition 
jiiidcr the coiKjuest, might produce a partisan warfare more 
costly and dangerous than any momentary defect in his 
plan of government. Hence, wdiile his cannon still re- 
sounded on the banks of the Indus, he had made known that 
all persons, whether of high or low degree, were confirmed 
for the time, and would be so permanently, according to 
|heir behaviour, in the employments they held under the 
pincers; and that all rights and possessions would be safe 
H^om confiscation, save those of the jicople who contrary 
to the faith of nations had assailed the residency. Then 
hs governor he made liis pi’oclamation of conquest, short 
and decisive. ^^Thc Talpoors have been overthrown by 
tlie British and are dethroned — Scinde belongs to them 
no longer. All revenues jiaid ^to the ameers are now^ to 
he paid to the English. Hitherto armed men have been 
wcated as soldiers fighting by the orders of their masters. 
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From this time forward armed men assembled shall bc^ 
treated as robbers and outlaAvs. Slavery is abolished 
throughout the land, and all people are invited to return 
* and live pejiceably at their homes/’ And this well-judged i 
general system of conciliation was suppoiicd by a very subtle * 

; and sagacious stroke of policy ; for finding the numerous | 
tenants and debtors of the ameers were influential persons, f 
/he released them from their liabilities, observing, tliat^ 
"behveen a ruler wdtli a sponge and one with’ an iron! 
f sceptre there Avould be no hesitation, and the cause ofl, 
their creditors would be permanently abandoned.” 

[ Lord Ellenborough, judging that a government spring- ^ 
ing from eoiupiest and to be administered by the conqueror 
should for a time at least he sustained by the sword, made 
that of Sciude military and despotic; and tlie now governor 
? immediately announced that the coiKpiest of a country 
\ sufficient convulsion for apy people to endure, without 
adding thereto abrupt innovations on their social habits; 

, wherefore no avoidable change ^^i\s to be made in the laws 
and customs. The executive officers were only to correct 
those evils which the tyrannical Jielooch conquerors had 
inflicted, thus teaching the people that the coming of the 
British was a redemption from slavery and not a mere 
change of masters.” 

This was a wise measure that could not have been 


CHAP. I. 


efleeted by a civil government, which must have had its own 
disturbing organization with great expenses, and w^ould 
thus have jflanted the seeds of discontent, to grow into 
insurrection, as hajijicned afterwards in the Pun jaub ; but 
a despotic military government Avas no disturbing event, 
being only the substitution of an English for a lleloocli.^ 
master, Avith the accompaniment of justice and Avisdom 
instead of cruelty and op])ressicm. The dulncss of Indian ofli- 
|fcial forms was how ever disturbed, and severe censures were 
passed by men, who blinded Avith going round in a political 
tfuill, imagine there is no other road of governin g an d regard 
rvigour on great occasions as the sign of indiscretion. The* 
abolition of^ shiAcry, proclaimed in obedience to Lord 
Ellenbg^ough’s ordcr^j^jj^s comlcmn^w ith jjcculim ' a chc- 
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mence. It would produce discontent — it was unwisci — 
why vex the people with such spurious philanthropy?^^ 
Such were the cries of men startled from their monotonous 
self-sufficiency hy the rustling wing of genius passing ovei 
their official dormitories. Their opinions were not shared 
by the slave-girls of the harems in Scinde, who all rushed 
forth to liberty and their homes ; nor during the whole oi 
the subsequent administration was any resistance made, or 
even a complaint uttered against the edict, though at first 
infractions happened and were punished. 
ll^Thc new governor Avas very desirous to be knoAvn to 
^thc people as a peaceable ruler, but Avitliheld for some time 
after the battle of Hyderabad, tlie full action of his 
authority, because the Hitting operations of the Lion gave 
the robber bands in the Delta an excuse for calling them- 
selves liis soldiers. Ilcncc the English leader, knowing 
what force there is in a name, w'oiild not apply a corr(*ctivc 
until he had put down the ameer himself; observing that 
Avhile those bands liad a nominal sovereign they would have 
moral strength, and using his name might raise their pre- 
datory hostility to the dignity of insurrectional Avarfare. 
Then the Lion, active and hardy, Avould slii ft his operations 
to the Delta where he Avas most to be feared ; and where, 
besides the force he could bring Avith him, he had four 
thousand feudatories, and could rally twenty^ thousand 
fierce Beloochcu sAVordsmen, roving since the battles about 
Scindc and ready for any mischief. 

^ This also Avas the time Avhen the factious enemies of Lord 
Ellenborough at Bombay Avere most active to make theii* 
foul prognostications, of evil, rcaliticsfiir ging the Beloo- 
ghe es to insurrection and the sepoys t o mutiny ; but the 
English gencrars resources and energy Avent beyond tlicir 
ken, and as they made their mialignant hopes their guides 
dicy were signally foiled. The crisis Avas however dan-1 
^erous ; for though the Delta could have been surpounded 
ind the Juts and Khosas — t wo tribes drhxui by the ame ersb 
ty ranny to live as onthiAvs in tho great dese rt — could ha^ 
jeen brought against it, a horrible war of extermination 
vould have ctisucd^iid reinforccrofints must have been 
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'SaSn'VSm'XL wlicii all Lord ElleiiboroiigVs vigour 
^ could scarcely keep down insurrection thcj’C. In ti ne^ fif ty 
tliousand men would have bceji required to crusli 
ins urgent warfare in the Dell;iL_j md meanwhile the hill , 
^tribes on the Tiqrtli-wq^tern frontier of Scinde, robbers 
'Jijy voca tion ^ would^have poured down on the plains likcj 
streams of lava. ^ w. 

It Avas this danger, lurking in the SAvamps of the Dclt.'^ 
that liad induced Sir C, Napier to brave the deadly sun ox- 
Scinde in J ime, when (hispite of a heat Avhich the Beloo- 
dices A^ainly imagined no European could suppojX he 
pfinally crushed the Lion, and forced him to fly across tlic 
Indus to the mountains of Khclat, Avhich ended the^ 
^insurrectional dangor. But, as the Lion, accompanied by ‘ 
the Lliugarcc chief, Ahmed K ban, both having treasure,* 
then endeavoured to stir up the mountain Beloocbee tribesy 
and the Affghans of Candahar to Avar on Scinde, thc^ 
^Bombay faction clamorously and joyfully pointed to their^ 
^efforts as certain to produce a ])artisan Avarfarc which Avould 
finally deprive the British gOAcrmnent of the recently 
con (pier ed kingdom. ^ 

But when the Ijiou Avas driAcn from Scinde the dis-^ 
orders of the Delta Avere corrected with martial scvcj'ity aiuL 
pi’omptitudc. No longer able to call flumjselA os the amecr^ 
soldiers, they wxre hunt ed dc i^n as robbers by those very ; 
Aullagers who would havcTjoined tlicm in arms under tho^ 
Lion’s orders — so imposing is established government even^ 
undcjr the most revolting forms. The jn*isoners Avere 
punished more or less severely at the places they haef^ 
plundered ; and those Avho had perpetrated murders Avere 
hanged Avith labels on their breasts, bearing legends in 
three languages, to the effect that they Avcrc put to death, 

^ not for opposing the British but for killing villagcj's. ^ 
^Amongst those executed was the murderer of Captain 
i Ennis, and it was thj^ generars intention to bang thc^ 

^ Ameer Shadad, having full proof t hat he was the instigator 
of that barbarous action ; but Lord Elleiiborough forbade 
the punishment, and that high-born ruflian and loathsome 
} sensualist became the cherished favourite of the Bornbav 
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^ f action for having cruelly murde red a sick and d&enc^ess 
British officer. 

thus displajdiig liis power and sternness against 
, criminals^ Sir C. Nanic y riistorcd t o the ehiertaiiis and 
sirdars who made salaam tJicir rich sw^ord s. as lie had 
l^bcforc restored those of the ameers. T h^^y belonged to 
, "hi m of ri»:Jit, an d their aggregate value ^as greats seeing 
that ^our hundred chiefs had submitted and many others 
^were ready to do so; but between gain and greatness it 
Avas nev(ir in his nature to waver : the (iercest chief how ever 
trembled when bis weapon was restored with tliis stern^ 
though flattering admonition. T(fke hack ijovr sword. 
•^You hare used it with houoar Of/aiust ute, and I esteem a 
brave enenuj. Bat if for (jet fid of this rota at a nj snbmission 
dntw it ajahi in opposition to mij f/overnment, I wHt 
‘ tear it from yon and kill you as a doy.” 

^ All the sirdars w ere permitted to wxar arms as a mark of 
^guitj", and to show' the governor's eonfidemee in th(*ni; but 
^heir retainers were disarmed and with them the camp fol- 
mw ersof the army — fifteen thousand— who had takenadvan- 
Jitage of the times to commit excesses. 4'lic chiefs of tribes 
boil the western bank of the Indus were treated howevci 
^very w arily ; for Bcdoochistan proper was mountainous^ and 
Blie Seindian tribes had both feuds and friendships wdth 
^lose of Khelat and of th ^Chitchee hills. Many of the 
jii;}vestern Seindian chiids had not made salaam ; and the 
5gencrab w lio w as chary of pressing them as the; political 
agents had during tlie AlfgJian* war, and w^ith very bad 
^fesults, refrained from disarming their followers as he had 
"^doiie on the castenji liank of the Indus, lest apxirehension 
of further innovations should produce a confederacy. 
Rigorously speaking therefore only the eastern bank of 
iJhat river could be called a subdued country. But with 
his usual subtle jiolicy he cflected the object of protecting 
xhe villagers on the east froiirindivij^ual Belooch insolence^ 
ifby causing every Bcloochee who jiassed the Indus from 
the w est to be disarmed, as if> it w ere a process of war, 
giving the s])oil to his soldiers, and thus the thing passed. 
However, to protect the Sciiulces on the western bank 
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from being plundered, be told the liill trilies, dcMicndoni chap. 
and ind(3pcndcut, that he Mould put all of their race to 
death mIio passed the Indus from the AV(3st M'itli arms ; 
and if they olferod violence to th(3 Seiudees on that side 
he Avould enter their hills Mith fire and sv»'ord. 

Tliese were no ui(3an proofs of resolution, for more than 
twenty thousand roving sM'ordsmen Mere then on the 
^vestern side; and he dared not arm the Seiudees in 
\lefenee, ber^ause strong-handed robbery liad been so long 
t^ie prevailing system that every young man, almost every 
boy, mIio eoiild procure a sword or nuilehloek 1 bought it 
glorious to heeonie a j*ohber. II is indirect policy wasw 
hoM’cver so clfectiial, that the country, Mhich just before 
the (*onc[uest and during the Mar had "bei'ii overrun witli^ 
aruK'd men spreading terror and miserv, soon pre.sent(‘d the^ 
aspect of a peaceful community; and that surprising result 
airected meifs minds and ilisposed them to accept tli^ 

MicM’ govei'nnieiit M’ith cheerfulness Mhile they trembled at^ 

lift poM'(M\ ^ 

[ There m ci’c also particular instances of impartial justice 
M’hich made a ])rofoin^^npression u[)on all classes. A 
Parsei' merchant Mas pBhdered on the higinvay and his 
goods carried off; tMOJiwed Beloocdiecs w(‘r(3 lraek(‘d and 
seized; they had oheyod ffe ordei^'of their chicif, th(*y said*^ 
and the goods mci’o in l^house. lie Mas dmnanded from^ 
his tribe and M^as givenilfc; the proofs Merc clear, and all 
three Mere hanged manj miles from any soldiers. This 
could not have been d®e for a political mattia*, but flic 
geiK^ral, subtle in his j^Bcy, kncAV the tribes Mould not^ 
risk the anger of a couqM?or for a mere criminal, and by 
the population at larj^liKie punishment Mas loudly ap- 
])lauded Math this significant remark — The Padishaw 
kills nobody for himsidf,^^ And thenceforth m horever lie^ 

Mont tlie pco])lc crowded to sec the “ ju>t Padishaw .^^ a 
^ This moral contentmeitl mus aided by a superstitious^ 

I feeling, common to lleloochees and Sciiuhjcs. I'or imme-^ 

I d lately aftei* the murder of the Kalloras/^ so the epoch 
[ of the ameers^ accession was designated by the Seiudees,^ 

V while the Hombav faction called the latter Patriarchal, 
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Princes/^ uu riiiii fell for sixycars^ fiiminc was in the land, 
.and as tlic Kalloras were a sacred race this drought was 
judged an effect of divine wrath. But at the conimcnce- 
jrueiit of Sir C. Napier’s w arfare abundance of rain fell for 
many successive days, a refreshing dispensation which had 
not ha|)peM(;d for sev(‘ral years before, atid this, being 
compared with tlic tradition of the Kallora drought, was 
view'ed by both races as a sign that tlio ameers’ time was' 
come and th(! English a favoured people. That notion, 
and the steady disci plin.c of the troops, the unremitting 
activity of tlieir chief, his manifest love of justice, his 
itonfirming all persons in their possessions and cmploy- 
[^ments, and a ^r cat reduction of taxation, with entire 
^upj)rcssion of tlu^ opj)rcssivc violen(*(i previously accoin- 
panyii;g government (exactions, created a wonderful affcc- 
|ion for his rule. Only four mouths before, the ])cople had 
seen him dc^scend on their country with all the terrors 
^of war, an irresistible compieror, and already they fell, him 
a ])eac(dul legislator, striving to improve the conditieVn 
*of all, w’hethcT w ell-wdsher or enemy : w^her('for*e they ac- 
cciptedhis administration as the ^ffljet of a benignant fate. 

Ills })Ower was military and M|^)otic, but jicither harsli 
nor capricious, for he put a briufc on himself by promul- 
gating a formal code of ixgulatio^ i n judicial proceedings, 
w Inch admitted all the ordinarv^p-al foniii^ of the land, 
with the su neradditiou of En3^ revisio n, guided by 
an hon ourable sense of c(iui^ and refera ble in all 
serious cases to his own sup^ision — his confirmation 
being essential to legal execujBp. And he rigidly re- 
strained his ow n paramount pycr witiiin the pu])Iished 
regulations, save where the absflpfe safety of the conquest 
peiuaudcd an unusual exercise of authority. Areanwiiile, 
founding his policy on the idiosyncracics presented by the 
three races, he cudeavonred to conciliate the great 
Bcloochec chieftains and sirdars w ith a gcncrons treat- i 
ment, and a respectful acceptance of their notions of| 
lioiiour without reference to a European standard, Avhich ' 
they could not comprehend and wroidd have submitted to 
onTy as the imposition of a conqueror. 
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Always however, he restricted this to matters not 
afteethig those beloAv them ; lor he sought not the hollow 
distiiu‘tion of pleasing the great and ])owcrful Avith an 
nnd(M*working of misery for the multitude. And knowing 
the human mind is never better disposed to gratitude and 
attachment thaji when softened by f(‘ar, his iron hand Avas 
felt within th(3 velvet glove, that all might know he pro- 
tected their livens and fortunes from a sense of benevo- 
lence, not from fear or Axeakness. Tt Avill not do,” he 
ol)served, to h^t tluar barbaric vanity gradually wipe aAvay 
the f{'ar cast on tlunn by the two battles.” But to soothe 
the pride of tin? cliieftains and sirdars Avhile their entire 
submission Avas (‘xa(‘t(Hl, the (pfeen^s picture, covered with 
a curtain from tlu^ gaze of privaU* men and retainers, Axas 
shown to those who made salaam; a ceremony so agree- 
abl(‘- tliat. (‘Very new' l)at(*li eagerly demanded to see the 
•^(hvat Padishaw'’s faiM*.” 

Nevertheless th(‘y did not understand hoAV a Avoman 
could govern; nor clearly comprcilumd th(‘ nature of the 
governor-gemerars ])OAxcr. Tli(*y kiKvv the last was of 
superior rank to the general, and thought be might, after 
th(‘ (‘astern inamier, at some time put him to d(.‘ath and 
s(;ize his wealth ; but judging that a dillieidt affair, seeing 
how strong lie bad been in battle how entire Avas the 
demotion of his troops, they Axitli profound reverence 
ae(^epted him as their immediate lord. One old chief 
being tcjld of the cpieen’s rank and jiower, exclaimed, 

Huf sa/ii/j she did not heat me at Mecanee ; ijou are my 
king Another asked, Hoir far off is she?^^ So 

and so. And you arc next in rank?” ^^No! The 
gOAcrn or- general is so in India.” low far off is he?” 

lie is at Calcutta.” Oh! 1 have heard of Calcutta, and 
it is far off; — you are at Hyderabad . Ansiver me one 
thing. Cannot you cut off my head?” ^‘Ic.v ' if you do j 
not obey” That is enough, I am your stare” 

They looked on the head of the army as tbe head of 
everything, and that alone justified Lord li lien borough 
in constituting tlie government a military one, and con- 
fiding it entiredy fo the (’onqneror, of Avhom all were ifi 
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drc«'i{l, and from whmu tlicrofore Inmefits flowed witli more 
grace and ellccl. Ills a[)pointinrnt was li(>we\er_, a signal 
for tlie <)iitl)reak of nialignity iucrcKlibly hase^ and so 
invet('rat(^ tliat it eoutiuiies to lids day. fnnanating 
oi’iginally from the council and sonui of the permanent 
odicial luirsons of the llomhay government, it was sup- 
])(n*ted by tlicir depemdent and expectant pai’tisans, all 
stung to tlie rpdek at the loss of the sinister profits in 
perspccti\(^ iVvan tlic acc(*ssion of new territory, lint foul 
as their own bad deeds A\ould it be, to jnake this ac- 
ensatiou without rcser\atiou or exce])tion — there wer(t 
civilians in oflice who opposed and disdained tins hosti- 
lity,* m(‘n w^iose honour d^nnands res])eetful ackiiowledg- 
iiK'ut, and amongst those highest in ]>osition and cluu’aeter 
Mr. .Iv)hu Wai’den must be named. 

Incessant efforts wevt^ made ])y this faction to render 
the military government of Scinde a failur(;. Nd'wspaper 
organs openly, and expectant tools seer(‘tly wei’o set to 
work in Ihigland and in India to vilify flic vic^torious 
geiKjral; and tiny werci countenamaul and encouraged by 
the directors and by the Hoard of (\)ntrol under Lord 
Ilipon, whose injurious and offensive (jonduet towards Sir 
C. Xaj)ier shall be exposed, because' it is not fitting to re- 
spect folly w hen it degrades authority by insulting merit. 

In .hdy Lord Kllenborough ])laeed the Seiiulian govc'rn- 
Tuent in din'ct communication with the (’aleutta council, 
to n’lievc' it tVoin the interested meddling of Hombay. 
The ollieial expectants at the last place, having then no 
Iiope either to force tlieir Avay, or to sneak, into lucrative 
Scindian appointments, nothing was loo gross for the 
polluted pens they hinal to blacken Sir C. Naj)icr and lower 
his exploits. lie had not gained victories, he had slaugli- 
7ered some poor half-armed people who made no resist- 
ance’’ — ‘^Sciude was a waste of sand” — a (lolgotha, 
foully and murdc'rously obtaiiu'd, a disgrace only to be 
'|)ut aw^•ly by restoring its patriarchal princes.” 

Then he w as an imbecile ludlian, deligliting in car- 
nage, taitlilcss,. rapacious, a liar avIio disgraced the army, 
fftid siaiiK'd tlui glorious age of Wellington.” — Why did 
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not tlic sepoys rise iiud ])ut an end to the fell()N>'s (loinj:;sV 
Tfc had brutally torn iiwaj the ornaments of tlie ameers' 
women and dishonoured his uniform” — I juxuriuusly 
eJian^in*^ his residence to fejist ^u the dcli eious pulla% 
fish, he Mas encircled by ]Rirasites who hourly jiromul- 
fijatecl shameless falsehoods to pro}) the reputation of his 
ridiculous system ol' jiiov eminent, which all ‘Old Indians^ 
kiKwv must fail.” — Jlc had taken llio traitor Ali Moo rad 
to his bosom” — a traitor because Ife liad not warred 
against Ihe llritish ti‘oo|)s ! — 'Miad loaded him w ith prc-‘ 
sents, had conferred on him the possessions of the plun- 


dered jialnarchnl jivinccs of Srindf^f and was at once his'' 
bcnefacl oi‘ an d j^lnpc*.”/^ • < 

Foremost to predict disaster was Oulram, tlu' discarded^ 
political agent, Avho annonneed, that forly of Ihe younger^ 
ameers were at lai’ge, that while they were so, coiitinnaL 
in'^.irrections Avonld disturb the English rule, and after 
ten years of guerilla warfan^ the country must be restorecl 
to the falU'U ])rin(’('s — with much more of a like bald 
presumptuous talk, showing the wdga r (diaractcr of his" 
mind, wdiich could see and exagg erate? dill iculties but had 
no resourc es for o vercoming thenn His predictions were 
echoed liym^ostof the Indian and not a few of tJu? London^ 
ncAvsp.apers ; and though the course of this work will showy 
hoAv ihe toueli of genius bursted the se b ubbles, tin? mnv" 
governoFs labour and ditficulties were much augmented 
by these infamous arts of men, who with oilicial pow er to^ 
do evil had hearts and heads so gorged Avith malice and 
.falsehood that th('re mj room left for ho nyi r or 

[pati-iotisin. 

\ Few^ persons could liaAC borne up againstr^icna torrent 
^nd fury of abuse, and such malignant and foul olficialj 
thwarting; fcAver still could have Avorked a way to order 
and a fair frame of government through such a chaos; but 
the indomitable energy of Sir (\ Na|)ier may he thus^ 
judged. Il(i had three distinct governments to corres])ond 
Avith — Calcutta, Bombay and tin* Board of (a)ntrol — and 
often from the stoppage of daks and other circum- 
stances, as many as a hundred letters would arrive 
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toj^etlier in tlic niiclsr of ar<luoiis military operations ; and 
tliroiipjli them lie liad to Avork while acting against the 
Tiion, while snhjngaling the Delta, tramjTiillizing the popu- 
► lation, organizing the adin inistrat ion, and estahlishing 
liis general scheme of polity. Tlie smi-stroke received 
in the field liad so d(*hilitatcd him, tliat the medical men 
urged lihn to quit Scind(‘ as the only chance of life, and 
Lord Ihlenhorongh, A\ ith a rare' generosity, pr()]U)sed to go 
in pei’son to thai country and condiud the government 
then' until his health vas restored. 1Mial he would not 
suffer, and though he could only Avrite lying on his side-- 
the h(‘at being above 132® of Fahrenheit in an artificially 
cooled tent— -though fn^qiiently at the point of deal li from 
exhaustion, he with stn]>endous (‘iiergy continued to labour 
until lie had reduced fhe cAil infliuaices of war insurrec- 
tion and social confusion to placidity, and cast the foun- 
dations of a new civilization. 
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Having to create all branches of administration, and chaE 
reform tlie social system, the j^cncraFs first object was to 
find (|iialjficd subordinates. Everythiu*^ was new, there was 
no ^uide, the land and its conditions wiu’c to be studieil, 
and for the civil braiK'hcs of administration tJie choice 
of men was restricUal ; nevertheless, w ith a happy fortune, 
he found what lie sought in his army, and by soldter 
riviHans, the administi’atiou of Seinde Avas established 
and conducted with far less (^\pense, and more activity, 
tlian it could have lieen done by civil servants. 

I'll is is not conjecture. The expenses of Oiitram^s 
poIiti(‘al aj^eiuT had beem by Sir Napier abated sixteen 
thousand pounds annually; and his own monthly con- 
tinf^ent charj^es varied from six and t(*n to one hundred " 
and fifty ru])ees, whereas Outranks had beiui as much 
as sixteen thousand! Moreover certain civil servants 
had been sent from C'alcutta lor the administration of 


Upper Seinde, with a promise, as they said, of an esta- 
blishment; whicli in India generally means a lai'gc rctiniic^ 
of clerks to do business while the heads of tlu^ depart- 
ment recreate tlicmsidves. Sir C. Xapicr would not allow 
of these clerks and cjdled for work ; this was at 
tirst iicremptojily refused; but linally two of the gentle- 
men w rote an cxpostulatorv letter lo tliidr superior, (’aptaiu 
Pope, the collector, declaring they obeyed Iiiin with dis- 
gust and detestation ! Lord Kllenborough rt'called them, 
and a Mr. ilieliardson, a[)pointed by the giaieral, did 
singly for five hundred rupees a month, and without any 
disgust, the work Ibi- which they had received above two 
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thousaiul rupees. Seiiidc was tlien left in the hands of 
the military men, and tliou^h in addition to their own 
business the arrears of the political a^’cney, neglected by 
Out ram, were to be brought up, a solid framework of 
administration was soon laid, tit for immediate usage, 
yet capable of re(‘ei\ing improvements without alteration 
of th(' general form. 

IMie governor, being the only visible soui’ce of poAver, 
surrounded himself with troo])s that all might remember , 
the sword woidd uphold nhat it had won. But those 
troops w(‘re also disjmsed nith reference to the chances ■; 
of insurrectional and ]) artisan \y|ir£are from the hill tribes, 
who might be stimnlat(‘d to hostility by the Talpore 
princes still at large, or by their own appetite for plunder. 
Alfglian or wSeikh invjisions, events then considei’cd very 
lilv(‘ly to happen, were also contemplated, and tluMuilitary 
arrangements avch' so contrived as to meet all tlu'se chances, 
-and ])reserve inti'rnal trampiiJlity without aHeciing the 
discipline and readiiu'ss of the army for aeti\c service, and 
without bringing the soldiers into contact with the people , 
except in powerful masses: the troops tfnis obtained, in 
addition to their real ])owd’, all the imaginary power of 
the unknown, to augment the fear and Avonder A^hich ' 
•their prowess in battle had created. 

This system was directly opposed to that of the political 
agents, who liad during the Alfglian Avar always spr(*ad 
their forces, and Avith a banefid result,* but it Avas Sir 
C. ^Napier’s fixed conviction that the civil and military 
iTdrccs should be kept entirely distinct in their sup])ort 
of gOAernment. Soldiers,’^ he said, wawe instituted to 
fight declared enemh's, not to be watchers and punishers < 
of criminals ; they should be, in thought and in reality, 
ddentilied with their country’s glory — the proud(*st of ’ 
lier sons— and never employed to enforce the behests of 
the civil administration until the civil poAver Avas found 
too Aveak. A contrary system loAvered the army to a 
criminal police, hurt the soldiers’ pride, and by dissemi- 
nation and ignoble contact injured their discipline and 
high feeling. It also substituted for the civil, a military 
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force too easily lifid recourse to, thereby abating tlu' 
vij^ibmce activity aiul resolution ubich oiif^ht to b(' elia- 
ractcristics of civil poMcr. And to these general considera- 
tions In; added two es])ecial ones^ of ui'ight in Seinde, 
namely, that the sepoys should be debarred from forming 
too close friendships uith the people, while the latter 
woidd be saved from the dominei'ring arrogance of soldiers 
flushed M’ith eonijnest ; an «arroganee Avhieli r(‘nd(Ts all 
armic's, in every forc'igu country wheri; they havi; long 
acted, whether as Iriends or enemies, so odious that no 
policy can counteract it A\hen once (aitcrtained. 

W ith these viinvs he embodied a numerous police, eom- 
j)osed el dcdly of Seindians w ho had beim so employed by 
the ame(*rs ; but the greater number had sullered in j)erson 
or family from the cruelty of those* prince's, and boi'ev 
towards them the hatre*el of e'mane*ipate.'d sla\e\s to cruel 
masters. They were at tirsi timiel, the natural result e)f 
op[n'ession, and very impatient ed‘ discipline*, ele'serting 
nhe*!! eheeheKl ; but by iniving Mith them bold ad\em- 
ture*rs, l\dans anel Hajpejots, anel e*Ae*n some eif the miimr 
e*hiefs who had fought at Meeaime*; and by giving tlmm 
a handsemu' nnifoiin, and a military organizatiem unele*r 
lhiro])ean oflie*e‘rs, the nee*essary e*ourage was ercateel, anel 
the*y soon ae*te‘el alone e)r alongsiele the treK)j)s on the most , 
elaugeirous ser\ ice;s. 

ily ch'greics their numbers Avere inere^ascel to two thousanel 
{\yc hundred, divieleel into three classes, iiame*ly, the e*ity, 
the rural anel the mounteel pe)li(a\ ^fhe first Avere for the^ 
gre'at te)wns. The other twe), clothejel anel ai’ineel in a 
ditfereiit manner, Avejrc desigucel tor the protection e)f tlui 
plains ; anel they Aveu’e to act not only against ordinary evil- 
doers, but aga/mst the ji lunelen ing lull tribe s em ti m west of. 
the Indus, aiding 1 he tremps if the incursions calleel for mili- - 
tary opeiratiems. They protccteel snudl stations, guareh,'d the 
daks, e*seort;*d criminals anel treasure, enfore-cd executions, 
relie3vcel the soldiers fr om many isolat eel minor elnties, anel 
formed a b ody e)f exce*llen t guides in AVjy*. When circum- 
stances called fe)r the cond)ined service ejf all the forces of 
government, the3 rural police, finding themselves then 
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CHAP. II. elevated to the dignity of soldiers^ juuiiiircd greater eonfi- 
18 ia. deuce and courage to perform the duties imposed on tlicm 
t>lien alone — duties wliicli as regarded t hehill^ibc^vere 
at once honourabl e and tlangcrous, being in fact partisan 
warfare. 

I'licontaniinated liy the ignoble^ though necessary ein- 
ployimml of detecting and d(‘aling Avitli rascal otlendcrs in 
the great to\Mis, which belonged entirely to the city police, 
the rural ])oliccsoon caught th(' spirit oi their organization, 
andj finding themselves well supportt'd hythe government, 
at first fell into the extreme of being too rough. Their 
duty Wiis however very trying, and esj)ceially with the 
ndoochees, their recent masters ; if tluy had not been 
haughty they would havt‘ bi'eu cowed hy those tieri^e pas- 
“ sionat(* men, and would probably have finally coalesced 
secretly with them; indeed a fear of this termination 
made the general very cautious in checking them, until 
the course of their duti(‘s had produce'll some sharp fights, 
in which several weri» killed on both sides : but then, 
knowing tlie feuds thus engendi'ri'd would bar any 
coalition, hii proceeded to enforce a vigoi'ous discijiline. 

\\hile establishing this ])Ower in supjiort of the govern- 
ment and arranging his military system, he organized 
the civil gradations of administration in the following 
manner. 

Immediately beneath Iiimsidf sat a commissioner foi- 
eivd affairs, (^aptain Brown, the pin'son in S(*inde best 
acqtxaiiited with the country. All mafters relative to tlu^ 
taxes and cnstoins were referred in the first iristanee to 
Jiiin for examinatioji and report. Ills tifle w as afterw ards 
changed to tliat of secretary to thc' goN ernmimt, hut bis 
functions remained tlie same. 

The whole country was di\idcd into thri'C gr(*at col- 
lectoratcs or districts, namely^ Snkkur, Knrrachee and 
Hyderabad, and there was a separate eolh'ct orate for 
customs. Tlie first embraced all tin* dominions on the 
right of the lndns,as far south as* Sehwan. The second 
included all Scinde on the i-ight hank, from Selnvau 
to the coast. 11ie third extended from the boundary of 
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Ali Moorarrs territory in the norths to tlie mouths of the ctJAP. II. 

Indus, and to Chifceli eastward, ])eiiij^ hounded there l)y the 

desert. At ea(*li station was a cliief eoll(.‘<*tor, liavinj^ 

under liiin three suh-eolleetors disposed in tlie most eoii- 

veni(*nt plae(‘s for superintend(;nce and eonununication, 

and ('aeh suh-eolleetor had a statV of subordinates. 

Eveiy niontli the eollectors sent statements oi’ I'cceipts 
and (‘xpcaidituro to the eonunissioner of eiNil atfairs, avIio 
laid tluan, with his ohser Nations, l)efbre tlie ‘•■overnor, 
without uhose direct authority no expense (umld he 
incurred. 

At the end of each month a report was n)ade to tlie 
^overuor-ji'cneral ; statin'^ tlie dishursemeuts in jjross, the 
receipts, tJie halaiu'c in lia»id, tlie average pri(‘(; of labour, 
and cost of food for fiv(' persons, toj;eth(‘r uith exjilana- 
tions of the cansi's producing a \ariation in tln^ halancii 
from one month to another. To this was a])t>endcd a 
uK'niorandum iijion the extent of country newly irrigat(*d, 
in s([uare uu'asure, the haigth of roads mad(\ the public 
buildings begun or finished, and the lieight of the waters 
of the Indus. 

I^ach station was supported In’ a body of poIi(*e under a 
Europc'an commander, and profc(*ted by a ])ow(‘rlul mass 
of rc’gular troops, always w it bin ^Dt'acli, yet only to h(‘ 
employed wlien the police and irregulars la'ing unable to 
resist incursions the duty bec.amc a warfare. 

At Hyderabad, which was at first the scat of govern- 
ment, the police were iimUw the Ihiropc'an captain «f 
police, w’ho had Jhiropcan lieutenants at the other stations, 
the resjxmsibility for discipline, payments .ind organi- 
zation being as rigorous as for troops of tin' line. 

^fo sustain the I’ural [lolice, the irr(!gular cavalry, 
conifiosed of men who dis^airi^L the conip;ui\of persons 
lower in degree, wen * distributed between tlu' colh'ctoiatc's 
and around them ; and though clisposed in smaller bodies 
than the regulars were still in masses. 

ICvery branch of the physical force was thus lu'jit. 
distinct; yet combined for general purpose's; and each 
was stimulated to excellence by unity of purpose' anel 
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employment, l^or as the city police stood between the 
rural ])olice and the more dcjrraded of the po])ulationj so 
the rural ])olice slood hetweeu the city police and the 
irregulars, troops whose pride* ])re\ euted familiarity ilh tlie 
people; and all three hedged round the rej^ulars, who were 
never interrupted in their discipline by beinji: detached on 
polices duties, and ncA'cr dej^raded in their owni estimation 
by intercourse with criminals, llemaininj^ in masses, they 
were isolated mysterious obji‘(‘ts of terror and respect for 
an unci\ili/ed pe()])le, who knew tliem only hy their 
terribhi deeds in war. Mcainvhile the police Ixang in 
constant contact with the po])iilation were forced to exert 
all th(‘ir enerj^ies, having hoAvever, where ovc'rpoAvercd, the 
irrcj^ular hors(*men to look to for su[)port, and finally the 
regular troops, of whose strenj^lh in battle the most exag- 
gerated notions had been formed. 

To these gradations of authority w as added aiiotlier, 
wdiieli Sir C. Napier indeed found in existence, but gave 
to it au entirely newMlirect ion; adapting it with a subtle 
policy to his schemes for regenerating the social comlitiou 
of the people. The land of Heinde was divided into 
districts of vai'ious extents and value, called kardarats, 
and over c*acli was a Kurdur or headman, answ ering to the 
cadi of the Arabians.^riiey were nominally only allowed 
to decide in small causes, and to a certain extent punisli 
summarily with fine and imprison incut, but in practice 
they exercised powx'r of life and death and torture ; and 
though in capital cases they referred to the ameers it Svas 
but a form, as those ])rinces ahvays decided on tlie recorded 
evidence of the kardar, who collected tlu'ir land revenue 
and customs, and rendered in person au account (jvery 
half-year at Hyderabad. In some districts th^y farmed 
the customs and land-taxes, and werci then generally very 
liarsh and o])pressive, frc(|uently fining and torturing the 
miserable ryots to increase their own gains: one kardar 
was' said to have, realized in a year fifteen hundred pounds 
by fines alone. 

These men had necessarily great influence with the 
people ; but they w ere from fear the slaves of the Bcloochee 
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sirdai’^ or chiefs to whose jagliccr or estate their villages 
belonged, and were consequently cnaldiHl to o])press but 
not to prote(‘t tliose under them ; and like all sIua es 
they Arere venal, knavish and deceitluK Nevertheless Sir 
C. Napier, true to his avoAved principle of causing as little 
disturbance as possible iji the social relations of the peo])le, 
continued tlie kardars, because they Averc a link of order 
to Avhich the population Avas accustomed ; but he gave 
them large salaries, to prevent any indirect taxation for 
their OAvn behoof; and ho attached them to the eolleetor- 
ates, Avith a Avarniug that being thus part of and directly 
responsible to the government, the continuation of their 
ajipoiutments Avould depend upon their good beha- 
viour. 

Tf the villagers j)rcferred just complaints against any 
kardar, he Avas renio\ I'd and othcrAvise punished according 
to liis oflencc. Their interests being thus hound up Avith 
tlie well-being of tlieir people and their conduct closely 
Avatched by the ollh^ers of tin; eolloctoratc' they became 
circumspect, and Avilliiigly seiwed a government from Avhich 
they derived liigh pjiy Avithout the odinm and vexation of 
being at once slaves and tyrants, suspected by their 
masters and hated by tlieir constituents. 

This eircuinspeetioii hoAA’^e\cr, wus not of immediate 
groAvth; many of the kardars, eoiieludiug the governor's 
regulations Avere like eastern hiAvs, to be broken by the 
powerful, behaved oppressively. Pronqit punishment cor- 
rected this error, but the danger of such misconduct in- 
duced the estahlishmcut of suh-collcetors witli assistants; 
and they and the ofliccrs in command of distant out- 
posts received magisterial authority, that the delinquencies 
of the kardars might he more readily cIu'ckcMl. The 
population Avas thus generally encouraged, and a heavy 
bloAV Avas given to the feudal or clan system, Avliic-li Sir 
C. Napier designed to break down Avithout appearing to he 
an enemy ; for the kardars, no longer depcndeiit on the 
Beloochee sirdar for existence, did very soon, as Avas 
expected, become protectors of their Aillages against the 
injustice of the chiefs; and were, on appeal, in rightful 
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cases supported by the ^overTuneiit, which thus only 
appeared as an arbitrator not a meddler. 

The villagers had been too long enslaved and were 
still too fearful of their tyrants to dare being in the urong 
at first ; and bcforii that spirit could arise, the clan 
system would, it was judged, be brokim down and the 
inlluence of regular government prevail. Hut if eon- 
trary to expectation the villagers were in the wrong, the 
redress awarded the chiel* would attach him to a system 
which protected his rights iind saved him from the 
employment of armed men to enforce his just demands; 
for under the ameers all was eHeetcd by violence, and the 
retainers invariably exacted more than the right, im- 
poverishing iheir employers lioth ways. He wiis thus also 
saved from fends, which in Seinde were infinite, and 
virulent to an almost incredible degree. 

It was noticed by the duke of ^^'eHington that one of 
the greatest dangers to tluj Indian empire from every new 
acquisition of t(Trltory, was “///e throtcini/ ok! of ionploy- 
ment anti of means of snfms/enre, all who had itrenoashj 
m ana (fed the rerenae^ commanded or served in the armies, 
or phindered the coant 

This danger, peculiarly formidable in Seinde, where not 
an otlicial body but a whole race had plundert^d the 
country, was comphdely obviated by the employment of 
the kardars, and by the organization of a police which 
attached so many loose dangerous men to the govern- 
ment ; and by the still moni prudent course, of presiTving 
^the lleloochee noblemen in tlunr possessions and follow- 
ings, under a jicaceable tenure. 

The system of colleetorates and kardar.ats soon aflected 
the revenue favourably. The receipts, which in the lirst 
month were not above three thousand pounds, rose in July 
to above ten thousand, and many (wasions and false modes 
of collection w ere discovered ; and many false oppressive 
kartlars were punished. This inerease during a time of 
war and trouble, and when the ameers^ taxation had been 
reduced, proved that a great revenue eould be obtained. 
Tt was certain also to be augmented by an increasing 
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population. For already tlic people of Kandahar were 
floelvinf^ to Slnkarpoor, to enjoy the j)i’oteetiun of a man 
who so regarded and upheld justiee^ that men were under 
him in the midst of war and eoiujuest safer than with 
othcM’s ill profound peace. The Seiiidecs, satisfied with 
a little food^ easily obtained, uere indeed disposed to 
iudulencc as the greatest pleasure and contrast to their 
former state of forced labour ; but it was forc'seen and so 
happened, that new Mauls and the example of strangers, 
joined to judicious taxation and encouragement of labour. 
Mould in time stimulate them to diuM^ from the rich soil 
luiueath their feet an increasing^ amount of its inex- 
haust ible productions. 

]\rany attcm])ts Mcrii made at first, to impose on the 
ncM' gov('rnment and asctalaiii tlu^ cliaracder of its (‘hief. 
Oiui was conspicuous from the extent of its aim, and the 
amusing fa(*ility M'ith M'hich it Mas disposed of and future 
jirojeets of a like nature ]n’ecluded; for it M as an effort to 
(istablish a piUTcdent Mhich would in its elVects have 
caused nnivi'rsal confusion. Tlie Hindoo mcrcliants, over 
\vatchful to gain, and now stimulated to revenge for 
the Bclooehee sirdars’ former oppressions, thought to get 
back not only tin? loans forced from them und(a’the ameers, 
but compound interc'st on an original interest of thirty, 
forty and even fifty per cent. : and to establish a rulingj 
precedent they first claimed from the ameers. The general 
at once jicrceived the extent of their drift, and foreseeing, 
that tin; ameers, if referred to. M ould admit any claim, how- 
ever false or usurious. M ere it only to make the English pay; 
and because they would calculate, that if restored, as they 
then expected to be and as the faction at Bombay gave 
them hopes of being, they could reclaim all these false debts 
and easily j*ecover the money by torturing the claimants. 
Wherefore seeing that a door Avould be thus opened to* 
endless false pretensions and incalculable mischief, he thus 
ansMcred the rich Banians, Avho put their case in the 
folloAving plausible manner. You sahib, having con- 
quered the ameers and seized th(*ir treasure arc respon- 
sible for their debts; avc invoke; your sense of justice. 
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To US they owe much.^^ The sum was iininciise, the cljiim 
clearly a forged one ; for the ameers often took hut never 
b orrow e d^ save in the way of fo rccal loans, well understood 
to he confiscations — their wav being to make the ricli 
-Banians hid as at an auction for their own noses and ears. 

To liave dismissed tlie matter at once in Ihe exercise of 
alisoliitc power would have been easy, and Avithont CAil 
eonsccpicnccs ; hut the general, desirous to give a ])nldic 
check to the concoction of such sch(‘mes in future, thus 
replied. The ameers AA^erc your friends when you lent 
tins money, hut they Avere my enemies, and 1 never 
heard of men lighting ])attl('s and risking the dangers oi 
Avar to serve their enemies. T shall theri hnv keep Avhat 
I have Avon for my goAernment. ^ Ou know that all taxes 
and de])ts due to tiie ameers previous to the first battle 
liave been r(‘Tnitted ; hoAv then can J be justly called 
upon to pay their creditors for money ad\"anced bc'fore 
that epoch — and advanc(‘d to enable tluMii to make Avar 
U])on me? Your claim is of this class, and so far from 
paying, my intention is to have all loans to the ameers 
examined, Avith a vicAV to the infliction of a fine upon their 
creditors foi* having assisted my enemies. 

then arc ruined, sahib — aao must starve — Ave must 

die ! 

^ ^^That,^^ he replied, ^Svill be very convenient ; for I am 

about to e.onstruct a large cemetery and shall Avant bodies 
to put into it — be therefore at eas(^, Avhen you die 1 Avill 
take you under my protection and you fionourably \” 
- They laughed ajid the inattei^tcjrminated. 

• The Avholc revenue Avouhl not have suflieed to meet such 
holloAv demands, but privately small claims Avere examined 
and paid, Avheii found just, as a matter of generosity not 
of laAv, and this cutting of the (lordian knot av as iiidis- 
•'pcnsaljle, and Avithin the riglits of a conqueror, creating 
I neither surprise nor discontent, even Avith tliesc usurers, 
Avho could produce no ])roofs in support of their dciriands. 

To the collectorates was attached the judiciary system, 
that protection might march a])rejist w ith taxatioJi. Eacli 
collcctoi’ was a superior magistrate;; the sulj-eolleidor and 
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tlie officers comniaiicling cei’taiu outposts were inferior 
magistrates^ and all were restricted in authority by the 
follouin*^ re^julations. 

The military magistrate was to make a preliminary 
investif^ation, assisted by the eazi, a kind of jiidf^e-attorney, 
who was to expound the Mahometan law and the customs 
of the place — «and as betuTHUi man and man, tlie Malio- 
metan laws are simple, clear and very just. This was 
liowever only to aid the maj^istrates, who decided aeeord- 
iii" to their own eipii table notions unfettered by lec^al 
niceties ; a freedom of jud^nient which was ^iven because 
prom])t redn'ss and punishments in every-day oeeurrenci's 
W(^re essential to trampiillity, and to the first proj^ress 
of the jiTovernment machinery ; and in th(5 choice of 
collectors regard was had to moral (pialities, as W(‘ll as tf) 
abilities. Indeed all ap])ointments, from the highest to 
the iiiwest, were givini to men who had served well in the 
campaign — and all recommendations and recpiests from 
England, whether of friends or of powerful people, were 
denied. — 'fhosc w'ho won the land have the first right to 
gov(um it if eoin|)eten4: to the task,^^ Avas the invariable 
answer, and not until their claims were honourably satisfied 
would the general look CA'cn towards Ids own family. 

M agist rates had arbitrary power to decide in ail cases 
which tlu’y wx're competent to hear, yet they were jire- 
monished to attend to the cazi, unless they doubted his 
integrity, and their power Avas to be exercised umh'r the 
following regulations. 

Where the property in litigation exceeded tw^eifty-five 
rupees the evidence Avas to be recorded in l^irsian, and no 
civil suit could be entertained for any sum except on a 
Avritten ])ctition in the same language, on the back of' 
Avhich the magistrate’s decree Avas to be recorded. 

No suit iiiA’olving tin* right of property in land was to 
be judged by anysa\c chief collectors and their immediate 
assistants; and all the military magistrates Avere bound 
to transmit to the collectors of their districts, on the first 
of each month, a report of the cases decided by them 
during the previous month. 
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CHAP. II. Ill the criminal jurisdiction a number of specified minor 
offences uerc left to the discretion of the assistant magis- 
trates, but tlic more serious M ere for the decision of tlie 
collector; and where the sentence was to be executed 
Mi thou t appeal, the maximum of punishment Mas six 
months^ ordinary impiisoiiment, or three months’ with 
hai-d labour; tMcnty-four lashes, or a fine of one hundred 
rupciis : but only one of these penalties could be inflicted 
for a single ofleuec;, and none of them save for offences 
specified in the regulations. Where the punishment 
exceeded this scale the sanction of the governor was 
necessary; and Mdien the fine jiassed twenty-five rupees, 
or tluj incarceration rnoi*e than one month, a record of 
the case and sentence Mas inad(‘ in the Persian language, 
M her(‘as minor causes Avere merely entered oflicially in a 
boolv. 

This system Mas in conformity as to the gciu'ral framc- 
M'ork Avith the nominal hiAvs of the country under the 
auK'ors ; but Aiith these appreciable improvements, — tliat 
they Avere real — that the Jhirojiean magistrates, higher in 
character and station, w(U’e less liable to be sMayed by 
private motives than the kardars — that their authority aa as 
more restricted by forms, their proceedings more frecpiently 
and rigorously revised — that their punishnu'iits Avere 
clearly defined and all torturing and oppression prohibited. 
The ameers, seeking to obtain as much i-evenue as possible, 
Avere indulgent to oppressive kardars, Avhereas tin* English 
ruler, seeking only to insure justice Avas vigil ;int to restrain 
and iiibxorablc to punish thgm. These diflerenccs were 
soon Avidely made knoAvn, for on several occasions, kardars 
convicted of oppression AA-ere degraded and jmiiished in 
the presenee of the people they had Avronged. 

In capital cases the ])rocccdings Avere entirely different. 
The magistrate had to take doAvn the evidence in Avriting, 
and transmit it to the judgc-advocate-general of Scinde — 
Captain Young, a qualified person and of great justice and 
industry — Avho had been appointed by Lord Ellcnborough 
at the request of Sir Charles Na])ier. That functionary, 
aftcu' due examination, placed the record before tlie 
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governor, with his own observations upon the legal and CHAP. II. 
equitable points, and the latter imposed upon himself the 
enormous labour of analyzing, in conjunction with the 
government secretary, every document of this nature, 
before he even affixed his order for a military commission 
to try tlic accused. 

Trials were conducted under rules, having for aim to 
elicit the truth without a slavish adherence to lawyers^ 
dictii, and the minutes were laid before the governor by the 
judgc-advocatc-gencral, with an opinion as to the proceed- 
ings, finding and sentence ; whereupon the former again 
went tlirough the case before decreeing execution, lie 
n ever augmente d punishment, or inflicted it of his own 
authority, though that was unlimited; for he could put 
men to death without responsibility, save to his conscience 
and public opinion ; but cons ci ous of the weaknes s of 
hunian nature Avhen invested with unrestricted power, he 
voluntarily created these checks, and entailed upon him- 
self these oppi’cssive examinations, without evading, or 
shrinking from them, during the whole of his government. 

Whether in peace or war in quarters, or in the field, no 
serious sentence was executed without his having previously 
made himself mast er of the case, and duly reflected upon 
what justice and policy required. 

. This union of legislation, judgment and execution, was 
undoubtedly the essence of despotism ; but though lean- 
ing theoretically to the doctrine which opposes all capital 
punishment. Sir C. Napier thought the arguments in 
favour of that doctrine were only axiplicable to a high- 
wrought state of society, wiiich furnished so many other 
modes of repression for crime. "They who adhered to it 
in Scinde,^^ he said, ^Mvould soon be thrown into the 
Indus^^ — " Beccaria and Livingstone would find it hard to 
rule Bcloochces without capital punishment.” 

Death however h e inflicted only for murder ; a restric- 
tion which did not xirevent his rule being at first more 
stern and life-taking than comported with his natural 
benevolence ; giving him constant care and anxiety, which 
combined with other vexations affected his health. For 
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tlic habits of the lh‘loochcc race had been so barbarous^ 
their customs so ferocious, and the woi*st examples of 
crueltj’^ and all odious vices had been so coustanfly given 
by the ameers, tliat a general depravity of feeling pre- 
vailed and could only be corrected by Icar. Torture, 
and mutilations worse than death were eommon punish- 
ments, applied not only by the ameers but by Ibeir nobles, 
and even by the kardars of \iUages. Chi Id -murder, espe- 
cially of females, was so common as to be tlie rule not the 
exception, ami w as indeed w ith them no crime. Whenever 
a woman Avas guilty of infidelity, or even suspected — and 
that suspicion was excited by trifles, and often i)retcnded 
from interested \ieAVs — one man W7)uld hold her up by the 
hair Avhilc anotlua’ hew ed her ])iecemeal Avith a sw ord. To 
kill Avomeu on any pretext Avas a right assumed by OATay 
Heloochce^jind thiy could not umh'rstand Avhy they Avero 
to be debarred. 

A man had been condemned for murdering his Avife ; 
his chief sued tlu' general for pardon. “ No ! J will hang 
hiiri.^’ " What ! you will hang a man for only killing his 
Avife ! "Yes! She had done no Avrong.^’ "AVroug! 
No! but he Avas angry! why should ho not kill her?^^ 
"AVell, I am angry, AAdiy should not I kill him?^^ This 
convict iou of their right to murder Avomen Avas so 
strong and their belief in fatalism Avas so firm, that many 
executions took ])hiee ere the f)ractice could l)e even 
checked; but, finding the gcnc'ral as resolute I o hang as 
they Avcj’c to murder, the tcmdency after ri lime abated, 
and to xise liis significant phrase "tluj galloAVs began to 
overbalance ATahomet and predestination.” They Averc 
hoAvcver a stubborn race, and their contempt of death may 
be judged of by the folloAviug aueedote, elioseu rather for 
its forcible portraiture than its siiigidarity as to the indif- 
ference displayed. A Hcloochec coiideimied for murder 
walked to execution couv’ersing Avitli calmness on the 
road; Avlien turned off the rope broke and he fell, but 
started up instantly and with inexpressible coolness said 
" Accidents wilt happen in despite of care ! try again 

Sir (k Napier classed under the head of slaA’ery, the 
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di’a^giiiff young girls from th eir homes for tlie harems 
the ^reat ; and often he rejoiced at being the instrii- 
meut of Providence to suppress tlie cruelty exercised 
*Pc)wards women, though to do so, he was forced to Avicld 
tlie sword so terribly in battle and give the axe of justice 
a sweep ; hut the feeling respecting the non-right of 
women and children to their existence and freedom 
denuindcd the sternest repression; for the examples of 
irunmitigated cruelty and debauchery given by the nu- 
gjierous ameers, had a wude curreney Avhieh sharp justice 
only could counteract. Prom that jiainful duty he did 
Jnot shrink; but his repugnance to take life acted strongly 
in confirmation of his conscientious resolve to spare him- 
self no labour in the examination of all jiulicial matters — 
five or six hours^ sleep in the twenty-four was his only 
relaxation from care, and that not .always jierniittcd, ^ 
^ He also put d mvn the practice of suttees, w hich Ilow - 
' ever was rare in 8cindc, by a ])roccss entirely character- 
fistic. For judging the real cause of these immolations to 
be the profit derived by the priests, and hearing of an' 
intended burning, he made it knowui that he would stojf^ 
the sacrifice. The priests said it w as a^oligious rite which'' 
must not be meddled with — that all nations Iiad customs < 
w Inch sliould be respected and this was a very sacred one. 
The general affectiiig to be struck Avith the argument 
replied. Be it so. This burning of widoAvs is your cus- 
tom ; ])repare the funeral pile. But my nation has also 
a custom. When men burn AVomen alive Ave hang theni,^ 
and confiscate all their property. IMy carpenters shalli 
therefore erect gibbets on Avhich to hang all concerned’ 
when the AvidoAV is consumed. Let us all act according to 
national customs !” No suttee took place then or after- ’ 


Avard s. % 

Even-handed justice was naturally oftensive in a certain 
measure to the Beloochce race, wdiosc long-cxcrciscd 
supremacy Avas thus broken doAvn ; but they had expected^ 
a cruel overbearing master in their coiupicror, and findiugji 
him the reverse, resigned themselves with eastern quietude 
to their “ kismet/’ or fate ; and brutal ^ they AAxre in 
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many ways, their faults were more those of education and 
false pride than any innate depravity : nature had 
f'iven them such line persons without corresponding qua- 
lities of mind, and to their chivalric notions the general* 
diligently appealed, adding a soothing flattery, and opening 
new views of self-interest. 

All the land in Scindc belonged to the state, and 
grants of it, called jagheers, were made by the ameers 
on the fcndal tiiimrc of bringing so many swords and 
shields into the field when the prince called for them. 
These jagheers could always be resumed, and the smaller 
jagheerdars were liable to constant caju-icions removals^ 
from one estate to another, the ameers invarialily seeking 
profit by the cliangc. But tlic tenures of all were very 
uncertain, seeing tliat their masters, acknowledging no 
, law but their own will, or fi^ars, watched eagerly to re- 
sume jagheers whenever a faAourite was to be endoweft 
or a spirited man crushed. Even the greattjst eluefs were 
at times dispossessed, and with the possessions of the. 
‘chiefs went those of all his |)ersoiial follow(jrs. Then he 
‘^would take sliield and matchlock, to live by plund(;r; and 
so long as he absj^iin(*d from the ameers’ private estates 
and money, he was free to rob all others if his hand was 
strong. 

Tnconceivablc as this may be to civilized men, it was the 
custom in Scindc ; and one of those customs Avhich must 
have dissolved the ameers’ power, or rather the wliole 
^rame of society in a sJiort time, if the conquest had not 

( interfered. It had already taken a singidar social fomi. 
To rob an unprotected stranger was a matter of course;, and 
tlu; exacting of black-nmil, after the manner of the Scotch 
Highlanders, was also established ; but in Scindc, a run- 
pHiing account was kept on the; following curioijJ|j^isis. If 
tw'o tribes were at feud and one found the balance of loss 
in cattle or goods against it, the overplus was charged 
iJo some weaker tribe, upon Avhom a foray was made to 
gmforce this strange debt. Yet social intercourse was not 
oroken thereby; the robbed men, with a civil salaam, 
^nd pretending^ tc^know' notliii^^of the act, asked tlie^ 



ADMINISTRATION OF SCINDE. 


37 


rolibers to aid them in spoiling a third tribe to the same 
extent, and thus a species of poor-law was enforced by 
arms. 

Change of jaghcers, and often entire deprivation, had 
been very frequent under the ameers, and upon that 
uneertainty of possession the English generjil founded his 
main resource for attaching the Beloochces to his rule, 
without lowering their dignity or reducing their imme- 
diate followers’ means of existence. England he told 
them neither wanted nor would have the aid of warriors 
on the feudal system, her regular army w^as sufficient, as 
they had learned to their eost ; hence no service of sword 
and shield could repurchase their jaghcers, which were all 
forfeited by tlu^ conquest. Nevertheless he would restore 
them, with this condition — that A\hcn any public work 
was in progress thi'ough their jaghecr, each jaghcerdar 
w^as to provide labourers with mattock anil spade in the 
same j)roportiou as he had before been bound to provide 
warriors with matchlock and sword; and it w^as his design 
to commence such works as would enhance the value of 
their possessions. This w^as assented to, and thus another 
sap was laid to the feudal system w ithout being disco\cred. 
For he did not deceive himself in supposing that the great 
men, thus made permanent landholders, would accept 
Scinde from his hands as a country, instead of from the 
ami'ers as a spoil. 

These measures being taken with the poAverful classes, 
it remained to improve the condition of the people at large, 
and to draw forth the resources of the subdued land — 
a land so rich by nature that it Avas said " it might be 
tilled Avith a man’s nails.” The general aspect presented 
great leading features Avhich served .as guides for the 
future action of administration. First of these Avas the 
Indus, with its periodical inundations, Avhich, like that of 
the Nile, w^as at Avar with the desert, and the cause of all 
fertility; but though capable of being nnidc in time 
the great artery of commerce with the Punjaub and the 
nations of Central Asia, the aid of firt was required, and 
expenses which should be the consequences rather than 
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CHAT. II. the exciters of commerce. It was of varying depths, 
1S'J3. capricious in changing its bed, and subject to whirlpools 
of sucli extraordinary ^uolencc as to t urn even a steamer 
round with amazing velocity. It would not suffer build- 
ings near its stream. T have/^ said the general, “ seen 
from the deck of a steamer as much as halt an acre of the 
bank carried away at onec.^^ The navigation also required 
boats of a peendiar construction, and there were no perma- 
nently accessible ports at the dilfei’ent mouths — Kurraeliec 
was forty miles from the nearest navigable branch of the 
river, and, though the best port of Seinde, was very in- 
convenient at all times, and in the monsoons nearly 
unapproachable. 

From river commerce therefore Sir C. ]Napier exjiected 
little advantage, until Sukkur and Kurrachee should 
bccoine populous ; and for the nioruent he looked only to 
assuage the most proiniueut dittieiilties, leaving to time 
and the enterprise of merchants, the (h'vcdopment of tiie 
great eommerce Avhich ho foresaAV Avould finally spring up, 
if not rc])rcss(;d by bad government and Avars. Never- 
tlud(‘ss, in anticipation, he flius early meditated a great 
scheme of riser police to be eoutiiiiu'd by the khfiii of 
13hawalj)ore, A>hich Avould secure trade for hundreds of 
miles uj) the Indus, and render Kurrachee an onporium. 
j\IennA\ bile the value of the Indus for interior trathc, and 
for its influence on agriculture attraetial his immediate 
attention, and the engineers who Avere enqdoycd to fake 
the lev(!ls found the bed of the river above the plane of 
the surrounding country ; Avherefore it was apparent that 
scientific operations, which Avere immediately set on foot, 
Avould, AAuth no great expense, control and regulate the 
irrigation of the land and be productive of immense 
wealth and prosperity. 

Next to the riA^er came the mountains and the desert 
for consideration. The Ilala range, bounding Scinde on 
the Avest, touched the Indus at ScliAvau, but receded beloAv 
and aboAx that point, so as to leave Avide extents of fertile 
country, of wdiich the northern was the richest and most 
• It Avas the most exposed also to the plunder- 
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ing excursions of the hill and mountain tribes^ and hence 
protection by arms and administration was more needed 
than peaceful works on that side. 

On the east Scindc was bounded by the Thur or great 
desert, which only left a naiTOW strip of land between it 
and tlie liver, and eontimially advanced where not re- 
pressed by the hand of man; ])ut between absolute waste 
and absolute fertility, there was a line ten or twelve miles 
hrojid and nearly four hundred long, which partook of 
both characters, and could by artificial mcjins be restored 
to the latter. ]\Ioreovcr, during his march to Eniauinghur, 
Sir C. Napier had discovered, what no European had before 
known, that a range of fertile hills with rieh woods was 
to be found on this neutral ground, lining the west bank 
of Ihc Narra river, which fended oif the naked waste of 
sand. 

■fliis Narra, whether a natural channel or entirely arti-.<^^ 
Heial, had at one time run near Oniereote in the desert, 
and it Avas thought — if re-oiiened — that it would restore a^ 

^ m • ^ 

great track to agriculture — the ncAvly-discovercd hills 
would then furnish a ri'trcat and shelter from the raging 
heat to a population setth’d there. A eorjis of surveying 
(Uigineers was obtained from Lord Mllcnboroiigh to examine . 
and report on the practicability of this great scheme, | 
and wdth a hencvoh'iit elation of mind at the ])rospcct. 
Sir C. Napier exclaimed. “ If T can restore this immense 
iMcsopotaniian plain to cultivation 1 shall do much for the 
people of this great country, to Avhich 1 have done no 
injury, no Avrong, mid 1 shall laugh at the cant of ^Fallen. 
Princes.^ J 

South of Hyderabad Avas the Delta of the Indus, 
naturally the richest portion of Scinde, but the most 
intricate, the most insalubrious, and, because of these 
things and the wild character of the population, the most 
dillicult to govern. All ameliorations there required great 
caution, lest discontent should render it a Scindiaii 
La Vendee. 

Such Avas the general aspect of the countiy, and it 
brought conviction, that the first and greatest efforts for 
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the general welfare must be directed to encourage agri- 
culture and small trading, by laws, by public works, and 
an improved system of irrigation which should give full 
effect to the annual inundations. River commerce could 
only be a secondary consideration, though not to be 
neglected ; but it was foreseen that internal and external 
trading — then principally cai’ried on by caravans — would 
augment when the vexatious restrictions of the ameers 
Avere exchanged for facilities and encouragement, which 
would lead to the use of the river, and ultimately develop 
the great resources and advantages of Scinde. In line, 
Sir C. Napier^s view of the matter was thus laconically 
expressed. Control the robbers. Control the waters. 
Open the communications^ and the natural richness of 
the land and the variety of produce will do all the 
rcstJ^ 

There w^as hoAvever a strange obstacle to be overcome — 
scarcely could a handicraftsman be found ! The ameers 
and sirdars in their short-sighted tyranny had laid that 
braneh of industry w^aste ! They forced carpenters, smiths, 
builders and other artisans to work for low% or rather 
iiouiinal Avages — seeing that half their scanty earnings 
Avere takiui as a tax for license to Avork at all ; and of the 
other lialf a moiety AAdit to the collector as a present. If 
the starving workman was importunate, or that his AVork 
did not give satisfaction, he Avas assailed Avith blows, or 
suffered the loss of nose or ears ; Avherefore, kiioAviiig 
that, unlike the poor serf Avho tilled the soil, they could 
gain bread in other countries, the artisans gradually aban- 
doned Scinde, and those Avho remained Averc hard to find, 
and so fcAV that even a small liousc could not be built. 

This was an obstacle severely a fleeting the Avelfare of 
the troops, for Avhom it Avas tlic generars anxious desire 
to provide good barracks — having in every quarter of the 
globe seen that bad bairacks were a poAverful cause of 
crime and death and general unhealthiness with Briiisli 
soldiers. Everywhere he had found them inconveniently 
planned, ill situated, and exhibiting the cxtiavagance, the 
negligence and criminal indiflercnce in the authorities 
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to the lives and morals of the troops. Hence one of his cilAP. ii. 
first objects was the construction of barracks^ which should 
give the soldiers a fair chance of health. This want of 
artisans stopped him short in that and other public works ; 
but to remedy the evil he proclaimed in Scinde luid tlie 
neigiibouring countries his need^ inviting craftsmen of all 
kinds, with assurance of employment at high wages. His 
reputation for good faitli soon brought many, and their 
demands were, at first, as he expected, exorbitant, exceeding 
in the proportion of ten to one the wages under the 
ameers. The English community then took alarm, and 
many persons proposed, according to Indian notions, that 
a maximum should be established. To this a deaf ear 
was turned as being unjust and financially impolitic; and 
because a lew years^ experience of such social protec- 
tion would give the Sciudians spirit, if the country were 
gi\cn back to the ameers, to resist the oppressions of those 
tyrants, and thus mankind would be benefited. 

There were liowe>er strange notions of political eco- 
nomy afloat. An official person wislicd to com])cl the 
fishermen on the coast to drag for pearl oysters in despite 
of their objection that fe^v pearls Avere to be got at that 
season, and as tfiey were only ])aid for tlie uunib(;r th(*y 
obtained their families w'ould starve, whereas by fishing 
for sharks they could su])port themselves. 

Ar(^ we hcrc,^^ the general asked, to protect the poor 
or to rob the j)coplc of the land?” 

To protect the poor.” 

“ Do you call forcing them to labour for the govern-w 
ment and starving some twenty families protection?” 

“But they Avon^t starve, they acknowledge they can 
get pearls.” 

“ Would they fish for sharks if they could get more ' 
money by dragging up pearls ?” 

No, T suppose not, but the revenue will suffer.” 

Have we any right to ])rcvcnt them winning their 
bread as they think best themselves ?” 

" No.” So the matter ended. 

This liberal policy was successful ; the remuneration for 
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CHAP. II. labour gradually found its level; a high one, but that was an 
effect of previous oppression ; and it was within the general’s 
views to encourage industry at the expense of luxury. 

In SeptcTuber tlie administration was arranged in all 
its brauelics, and Sir Charles Napier, whose bodily powers 
were then nearly expended, transferred his quarters to 
Kurraeliee ; partly to. recover his strength, principally 
because it was more suitable for the seat of government, 
being the key of tlui country politically, militarily, and 
commercially. But previous to describing his government 
when in full activity, a general recapitulation of what he 
had achiev('d since his entrance into the country will not 
be mis])laced. 

In October 1812, tlie political and military affairs of 
Scindc liad been placed in his bands at a crisis of great 
dangc'r, when the disasters in Affghanislan had shaken 
the British Indian emjnrc to its centre ; he was a stranger 
to the people and the country, and ill seconded by sonic 
of the ])olitical agents, yet in Ihrc'CJ months he had laid 
open the hostile designs and intrigues of the amc(U\s, had 
broken their (combinations and for(;ed those of Upper 
8cinde, when on (he point of assailing Ins troops at an 
inconvenient moment, to fly to Low'tn* Scindc without a 
sword-stroke. At the same time he detached All Moorad 
the most powerful of them from the family alliaimc^, and 
made him a firm ally. 

In January 1818, he marched into the desert .and 
““destrcjycd the fortress of Emaumghur, thought by the 
^eloochecs to be impregnable. 

On the 17th of February, with loss than two thousand 
fighting men he (hffeated thirty-five thousand Bcloocdiee 
w^arriors, killing nearly six thousand in a battle of four 
•iiours’ duration — ^Avhieh g.ave him the strong fortress of 
^lydcrabad and six sovereign ameers as prisoners. 

During the remainder of February and the first three 
weeks of Marcdi, he constructed an intrenched cam]), 
* and a fort to protect liis stc.amer.s, while he maintained a 
very dangerous position w ith unsurpjisscd resolution in the 
face of thirty thousand fresh enemies. 
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On the 21st of March, he with five thousand men cilAP. II. 
defeated twenty-six tliousand strongly intrenched under 
the Lion at lliihba, in a battle of three hours^ duration, in 
which five thousand Ecloochees w^cre killed — and then with 
matchless activity reducing the fortified towns of Meerpoor 
on the edge and of Omei’cote in the heart of the desert, he 
regained Hyderabad on the 8th of April, before the inun- 
dation of the Indus could break up his coinniunications. 

During tlie remainder of April and in May he re])aired 
the fortress of Alicnr-ka-Tanda ; strengthened Meerpoor; 
digested and proclaimed the principles and plan of his 
government, and partly by menace, partly by clemency, 
brought four hundred of the great sirdars and chiefs of 
tribes to submit. Mean while, keeping the plundering 
bands of the Delta in check, he organized a steamboat 
expedition to re-open his communications up the Indus, 
whi(*h had been intercepted by the tribes from the west; 
and at the same time arranged an immense combination 
of troops, from ])osts hundreds of miles apart, to crush the 
Lio!i, »ho had not only raised another army but prepared 
the eompiered llcloochecs about Hyderabad for a general 
insurrection. 

f]arly in June, though the mercury stood at 182'^ of 
rahreidieil in an artihcially-eooled tent, he marched from 
llyd(Tahad, and having by a dexterous stroke of policy 
prevented the breaking out of the general hisurreclion, on 
the. 8th entirely crushed the Lion. While thus employed 
a sun-stroke reduced him to the last degree of bodily 
weakness, yet in this state he entirely suppressed the dis- 
turbances of th('. Delta, completed the organization of 
his government, and brought the country to a state of 
general tranquillity. 

In September, the labour endured, coupled with the 
cfiects of the sun-stroke, had so atiected his health, that 
the medical men told him he must go to Kinrachec 
and quit work or ])reparc to quit life and work together. 

Work he would not abandon, but consented to try Kurra- 
dice, and arrived there just ten months after he had first 
set foot on shore the year before, having in that time 
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achieved tlic coHipiest of a great kingdom, and organized 
tlie government of a numerous people, already taught to 
regard him as a just ruler. 

But now tlie Bombay faction, those persons who had 
been constantly denouncing him, and continued to 
denounce him to the world as a man of unmitigated 
ferocity, pretended ahu’m for the consecpiences of his 
conciliating system of government. — " lie was encouraging 
and trusting men w’ho were unworthy of trust — ^^The 
Beloocli chiefs Avere deceiving and Avould betray him^^ 
— “ Shere Mohamed Avas arousing all Beloochistan for 
Avar^^ — ^^conciliatory measures were Aveakness, and would 
produce inischief.^^ Sir George Arthur, the governor of 
llombay, Avas fortunately so far influenced by these asser- 
tions as to allude to them in his letters, Avhich elicited the 
folloAving reply, shaking the flimsy texture of Avoven folly 
to pieces, and shoAving the poAver with Avhich the land Avas 
held. 

Shere Mohamed has gone to Kandahar, leaving his 
family behind; from a\ Inch it Avould scon that he means 
to rctiu'u. ^leauAvhile ho is his OAvn ambassador; and a 
king Avho is his own ambassador is also a Ix'ggar, and not 
much to h(i feared. We are friends Avith the great chiefs 
of Scinde, and Avill, 1 hope, continue so. Those Avho 
croak should say Avhat they fear. Suppose the chiefs 
should prove traitors ! lla\x I not got my troops in 
hand, and in masses? They arc not scattered in feeble 
detachments, they cannot be cut off. Arc not my maga- 
zines full? Do I not maintain discipline ? Have 1 not 
repaired all fortitied ])laccs that ought to be defended, 
and throAvn up iicav Avorks c\eryAvhcj e that they arc likely 
to be required? Tii Avhat point then am I careless; and, 
unless that be shoAvn, where is the mischief of con- 
ciliation? If the Avholc coimtry Averc in arms I could do 
no more than I do noAv. I am ready to encounter fifty 
thousand enemies by merely sounding a bugle. I am 
indeed but half-prepared against climate, but that T cannot 
help. T cannot make Avorkmcn laliour as T wish, and 
were I to punish these wild fellows they would disappear.” 
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At Kurrachcc Sir C. Napier opened his administration 
with a careful examination of the collectors^ and engineers* 
reports, relative to the state of the people under the ameers 
and the prospects of Scinde under an ameliorated system. 
It then appeared how terrible a scourge is had government, 
how wide it spreads, how deep it penetrates ; how infinitely 
more devastating and dreadful it is than war, which is 
generally but a transient blast, exciting the highest ener- 
gies of man as it passes, and consequently leaving behind 
it the vigour necessary to repair its evil effects. Nor arc 
those ellects so far as agriculture is concerned very lasting, 
or the plains Avatered b}’^ the Po, <and those through which 
the S(diold passes, which have for centuries been the 
battle-fields of Europe, would not exhibit, as they do and 
always have done, the highest cultivation. 

In war also, when not too prolonged, the dignity of 
women gains most, because they arc of necessity imbued 
with high and serious thoughts, and the ])assions excited 
tend in both sexes to exalt the imagination and forbid the 
access of baseness. National not civil warfare however it 
must be, for the last belongs to bad government, and must 
be reckoned among its dreadful consequences. In Scinde 
the unmitigated evils of such government were exhibited 
in shocking characters ; and it was for the conqueror, the 
man of w Jir, to remedy them. They were indeed such and 
so deep-seated, that only a conqueror could arrest their 
rapid progress towards entire desolation. 

The land, as before noticed, belonged entirely to 
the state, and the ameers raised the chief part of their 
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1843 . crncltv — mutilRtiuiis and tortures. Noiniiially tlie sove- 
rci^u^s exaction was hut halt*, yet various minor oppressions 
made tlie land-tax upon tlie ryots amount to two-thirds, 
or more, of the j^ross produce. It was levied also capri- 
ciously, and at some ])laces in money, hut generally in 
kind, the realizing money upon which gave rise to new^ 
exactions and op[)rcssions. 

Under the Kalloras the ryots had hereditary tenures, 
which gave them an interest in tluisoil; and always Scinde, 
from its natural fertility, when tolerably governed, had 
hecn a rich and productive countiy. The ameers, seeking 
oidy personal prolit, hiokeall the ancient tenures, rendered 
tlie husbandman a mere slave, and turned nearly a foiirth 
of tlie linest land into hunting wildernesses. They'' gave 
still greater tracts of equal fertility^, as jaghcers, to indolent, 
careless Beloocheo chiefs, who culthated scavcjcly a tithe, 
caring for nothing heyond their immediate ease and feudal 
dignit^^ 

But those jaghec'i'dars wxwe thimiselves subject to hea\}'‘ 
op])r(*ssions, and the greatest could not got from their 
jaghcers an amount eipial to that obtained by the ameers 
on government lauds; wdiilo the minor ones, from inability, 
or neglect to provide water-courses, indispensable to 
fertility in Seinde, often found it impossible to collect half 
that amount : hence their turbulent urging of wars 
between the ameers to obtain plunder and ])ay. Their 
daughters were excluded from inheritance; their sons 
were only accepted uhen supposed intelligent enough, 
and willing, to forward the paramount interests of the 
ameers : and they had on such occasions to make great 
presents. 

The grain taken for the land-tax w as sold by the ameers 
to their subjects, and often they' forced their umbardars or 
corn-factors, generally Hindoos, to take it at a jiricc hxed 
by their ow’ii authority — thus in 1812-3 Musseer Khan 
compelled his umbardars to piu'chasc rice in the husk at 
twenty -six rupees, though they could only obtain from 
('ighteen to twenty riijices for it when cleaned. 
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Irrigation being the sole source of fertility in Scinde, 
the ameers were driven by necessity to foster it, and they 
increased the number of canals cut by former governments 
for extending the waters of the Indus to inland parts 
during the periodical inundations. They were partially 
cleaned once a year at the government expense ; which 
was however small on the whole matter, bc(?ausc the 
greatest part of the country was a dead level below tlie 
water-line of the flood. Wliert^ it was more elevated the 
Persian water-wheel was used. For this indispensalile, 
self-interested, aid to agriculture one-half, in some cases 
two-fifths of the produce w'as levied on the jaghcerdars, 
according to tlie method of irrigation employed — the 
highest tax being where new canals had been cut. But 
those proportions and all others were nominal, the mode 
of ascertaining the government share v^aried under cveiy 
anu'cr, and even varied under tlui same ameer. 

One was the ^‘huUaeo^^ system, or taking the goveru- 
ineiit share in kind on the gj*oss produce when harvested. 
Another, called the was by estimating the value 

of the growing crops, the kardars fixing the government 
share, which the cultivator was bound to deliver to the 
ameer’s corn-factor thrashed and winnowed. A third 
mode, calk'd tin.* chuihunfiee/^ varicjd only I’rom tluj 
kasgee in this; the value of the growing crops A>as in tlie 
latter made after measurement of the land — in the for- 
mer by a mere inspection. Both were preferred by the 
ryot to the hiittaec, because under that many impositions 
were supci’added; such as tlie maiutenaneo of the govern- 
ment chokedar^^ who guarded the crops while ripening — 
and the feeding and feeing of many retainers of the kardar, 
while the latter was making the huttaee. The mode also 
was often varied at the caprices of ameers and kardars ; 
and the ryots were frequently charged with head-money, 
and the expense of carrying the government grain to the 
stores. ^Vhen, as often happened, the ryot had not seed 
left for his next year’s crops he was forced to buy back his 
own gi'ain at enhanced prices from the ameers. 

These oppressions had caused the ahandonmeut of great 
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districts of good laiid^, and two tribes, the J uts and Khosas, 
had gone off bodily to tlic desert to live by tlie strong hand. 
Tliroughout tlic country cultivation was withering away, 
and the ryot passed a life of hopeless wretchedness, while 
the liandicraftsmcn nearly disappeared altogether. 

Nor were the manufacturers and tradespeople better 
treated, though the extreme siibtilty of the Hindoo trader 
gave him some protection. In times not remote, Scindc 
had been celebrated for its cotton fabrics and shawls. 
Tattah a town near the lower Indus, was the chief scat 
of this industry and was then rich and ])opiilous : it was 
now desolate, and the whole country for forty miles was 
a waste ! At Tattah also was found a man w ho had been 
shut up tw’cnty-six years in a small cage and become 
idiotic. It w-as said, that having committed some crime, 
the ameers made his family responsible for him, and in 
terror this method of security w^as adopted. But the 
ameers’ condemnation as rulers is not to be taken from 
isolated cases, it w^as w^ritten on the broad surface of the 
waste around Tattah in unmistakeable language. Tliere 
was the fair sheet of fertile land, s|)i'cadout by the Almighty, 
and u])on it those men had scrawled in horrid characters, 
desolation ! For miles beyond the precincts of the shrunken 
ruined city, the plain was covered with tombs of fine 
cut stone, showing the numbers and riches of tlic olden 
people, who had been succeeded by the scanty squalid 
population now burthening the shrivelled agricultural 
resomTcs. Brutal government only could be assigned for 
this change. The ameers had crushed agriculture on land, 
and on the water had ncarl}^ annihilated traffic by vexa- 
tious and opj)rcssive imports and transit duties; a few 
years more and the whole country would have become a 
howling wilderness, and the tyranny which had thus over- 
whelmed a community of a million of human beings with 
misery, in a land fertile enough to subsist ten millions in 
comfort, w ould have dissolved of itself. No modern war 
ever did, or could produce such devastation, such ruin as 
this; and the Scindian conquest, so foully decried by 
interested calumniators, w^as a providential interference to 
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restore eivilization and bring hope to the hearts of a 
despairing people. 

Although far from having the pestilent climate attri- 
l)uted to it by those who we re not allowe d to plunder its 
revenues, Scinde has very unwholesome localities and 
sickly seasons, caused by the vehement heat, tlic marshes 
left by the inundation, the malaria produced by the exten- 
sive hunting-jungles, and vast tracts of fertile land Icft^ 
uncultivated by the wretched Scindecs who were unable' 
to sustain the oppression of their Bcloochee masters. But 
there are many places exceedingly sjilubrious ; Kurrachec^ 
is especially so; and good government with extended 
cultivation would certainly agaijftjrender Scinde as healthy 
as in the days when it sui)poi*ted great cities and teemed* 
M'ith riches. To confer that good govcniment, to restore 
that salubrity and those riches, was Sir C. Napicris ambi- 
tion, and he made his public works travel abreast with 
the other branches of his administration, as far as a I 
country nearly denuded of artisans and the usual resources 
of civilization would permit. 

His views were Large, his activity incessant, and as the 
remains of ancient cities and stations were numerous he 
naturally looked to them as guides; but the speculations 
of learn^ men and travellers about Macedonian statiojis 
on the Indus he held in no reverence when he saw the de- 
structive rage of the river, and knew it must have changed 
its bed a hundred times in as many years. Yet there were 
places, such as Rorec, Schwan, and Jurruk, a j^oint below 
Hyderabad, where solid rock controls the rushing waters, 
and judging those to have been the olden stations of im- 
portance he directed his attention to them Avhile considering 
how to consolidate his conquest. The soldiciV health 
was however the most pressing consideration, and pre- 
vious to quitting Hyderabad he had commenced capacious 
barracks, well raised above the exhalations from the earth 
and twenty-five feet in height, with double roofs and upper 
ventilation; and always attentive to the general welfare, 
he built these barracks of fine burned bricks, with a view to 
revive the pottery manufacture at Hyderabad, which under 
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the ameers^ tyranny had decayed. He would have adopted 
the same model at Kurraclice, hut barracks had heeu com-* 
mcriced there before the war according' to the usual habits 
of those who coi^ruc t the sties ^ euerally appropriated^ 
for the British 'solrRcr^Tr^ he could only amend them by' 
jifivinj^ verandahs ; yet he commenced and in time finished 
new barrackvS for a troop of horse-artillery on his own 
^plan, and they remain, a pattern of excellence. 

llis other pid)lie w orks w ere as follow s. At Hyderabad 
he repaired and strengthened the ameer^s p;reat fortress, 
completed his own intrenched camp, organized the steam (*,r 
station at Kotrec, and advanced the fort comnieneed there 
between the battles. . Up showed also how the Indus ^ 
*might be restrained from sw^allowing the land in its ca- 
j)ricious gluttony as it descended to the ocean. This 
Kotrec fort was originally raised tw’^o hundred and fifty 
yards from the river on the right bank, and yet three days 
of inundation brought the main stream within a hun- 
dred yards ; whereupon, as an cx2)criment, thick *stakes, 
^vclvc feet in length, were planted along the bank and ‘ 
rTrnily backed with brushwood, and that simxdc expedient 
gave hope of controlling the ravages of a stream which J 
at times would carry away whole shikargahs, to the ccpial 
detriment of the land and its own navigation. 

Eastward of Hyderabad the large fortress of Aliar-ka- 
tendawas restored, the walls of Mcerpoore were repaired, 
and bridges were cast over the greater nullahs, between 
it and Hyderabad, to secure communication during tlic 
inundations. 

Within the desert Omercotc w^as strengthened, and its 
communications with Meerpoorc, and with Boog in Cutch, 
w^as assured by the occupation of many small forts. 

Cutch had been taken from the Bombay presidency and 
placed under Sir C. Napier, but the Bombay political 
agent had remained there, an honourable amiable man, 
and a zealous public servant, yet without military know- 
ledge, which had caused embarrassment and some danger 
during the partisan w arfare'in tlic Delta. The general had 
therefore asked to have Colonel Roberts, the able officer 
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who haptiircd the Lion’s brother, placed at Boog iu an CHAP. Ill, 
independent military position. Lord Elleiiborou^h with • 
his usual judicious promptness made liim also political 
agent, a situation for which he was eminently qualified, 
being intimately acquainted with the Rao and the people,^ 
and having extraordinary influence with the Juts, the 
Khosas, and other wild tribes in that quarter. lie was in 
fine the fittest man possible for the post ; but the remo\1lJ^ 
of a civilian, added to the loss of the general control, wjus 
clamorously denounced at Bombay as a treacherous op- 
pression ; for to replace a man unqualified from peculiar 
circumstances, with one essentially able, at a crisis of' 
danger, was for the faction an incxpiiiblc offence. 

Below Hyderabad, Jurruk was surveyed, with a view ' 
to form another great steamer station ; and above Hyder- 
abad, a military post was designed for Scliwan, notwitli- 
staiiding the heat, which is so great there that the natives 
guard against it during the raging months by keeping their ^ 
turbans and even their bedclothes constantly wetted : yet 
w ith tlic aid of good barracks, find employing only sepoys 
under cci’tain conditions, it was hoped to maintain a mili- 
tary post. ^ 

North of Schwan, the places of Sukkur Bukkur/'H^^ 
llorcc — by the natives run into one name — and 
other military points were strengthened, and a lar<^ 
or mercantile depot, was projected. It was dc by 
Lord Ellenborough, who thus early sought.-,^^^prcparo 
for a great commerce with Central Asia by the Indus 
and its confluents. A trading port at Sukkur and docks 
for building the smaller boats required for the upper 
branches of the rivers were to be added, and Sir C, ^ 

Napier established at a later period a great central mart 


there, especially for horses, by which he hoped to supply 
the Indian army wit h the fine strong animals of Affghan ^ 
a nd Tiirkistan at a much less cost tlian t he slight Arabian , 
horses were obtained for. This vast scheme would havcj 
quickly e stablished a trade between Central Asia an|^ 
Bombay, but when several hundreds of fine horses han 
bcQn sent to Bengal, at less than hjilf the cost of the inferior ^ 
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' folly or self-interest, interfered. An order arrived to 
stop the trade, which was thus, with- many other noble 
gehemes and beneficial plans, thwarted after Lord Ellen- 
Jborough’s departure by the perversity of boards and 
councils, who would not tolerate such disturbance of their 
official monotony. 

*^ro the eastward of this triple station, the surveying 
engineers were, as before said, employed to ascertain the 
3Kcilities of re-opening the Narra river, and restoring to 
fertility the wooded hills and the long tract of country 
lining that great watercourse. 

On the westward of the Indus, works invoMng the 
future prosperity of Shikarpoor and the health of a wide 
district were projected. That town was rapidly regain- 
ing its former opulence and importance through the 
immigration of merchants and men of capital, who flocked 
Trom the surrounding states, and even from distant parts 
of India, to live under the protection of the just governor of 
Sciiide. Sickness w as however always prevalent both at Shi- 
harpoor and at Sukkur, and Sir C. Napier remarked that 
when the one toAvn was salubrious the other suffered from 
pestilence, an alternation which followed certain changes of 
the wind. Wherefore, concluding the malaria came from 
swampy ground lying between the towns and periodically 
inundated by the overflowing of the Indus, he projected 
two great saiiittiry and commercial works, namely, a raised 
iauseway to connect the places for trfiding and military 
intercourse, and a bund, or dike, to bar out the inun- 
dation: the last a great affair, for the construction, of 
.very considerable height and solidity, was above thirty 
miles long. 

Kurrachee was not neglected in the scheme of public 
►constructions. Plans were prepared for fortifying the 
cantonments and rendering that station the great military 
^lold of the British in Scinde ; and as the population w'as 
ucreasing in a very sensible manner, civil works were 
projected to support a prosperous commercial city, and 
make it the grea^ port of l^e Indus. Many and great 
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obstacles were however to be overcome. Tlie ncif^hboiir- 
hood was hilly, but the actual shore so flat and the 
liarbour so shallow that vessels had always difficulty in 
making the port, and in the monsoons did not attempt it. 
To remedy this a lighthouse was built, and to render the 
port commodious, the construction of a pier or bundet% 
was at once commenced on so great a scale, that, ])esides 
the land approaches, it was to be carried nearly two miles 
into the water. 

The works designed to protect the port and the rising 
city were likewise very considerable, and measures were 
t aken to finish a great watercours e, called the C liara Canal, , 
commenced at a former date to join the port with the 
Indus. Swimming-baths M^ere constructed for the use of 
the troops, and the chief commissary, Jlajor Blenkins, 
undertook the superintendence of a large tract oi‘ ground 
appropriated for a government garden, which under his 
al)lc management soon iiroduccd every species of vegetable 
indigenous to Scinde, and all kinds of European esculents 
besides — and so exuberantly, that while three thousand 
soldiers were amply supplied without cost to them, and 
the officers pmehased at a cheap rate, enough I’cmained 
for general sale to repay the expense fourfold. Scurvy 
which had previously prevailed to an alarming extent then 
disappeared entirely, and fine plantations of trees were 
laid out, promising shelter and recreation for the popu- 
lation at no distmit time, for vegetation is very rapid and 
luxuriant in Scinde. 

To nourish this garden and provide for the health of the 
rising town, levels were taken and a plan laid down for 
turning a small river called the Mullyar or Mulleree, run- 
ning at the distance of twelve or fourteen miles, not only 
into the government garden for irrigation and fountains, but 
into the houses of the town and cantonments for health and 
convenience. Finally it was to be conducted by pipes to 
Kcymarrec point, where the great mole was to end in deep 
water, and thus supply the shipping, at once ; an object of 
great importance, because the vessels only got water witli 
difficulty from a distance inland^ and at a great expense. 
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The facility of executing this great and useful project was 
ascertained, and the estimated cost not more than a thou- 
sand pounds a mile ; but the scheme was not ripe before 
Lord Elleuborough^s recall, and the government which 
succeeded him could never be induced to sanction the 
expense, or even to notice the letters proposing it, though 
the health of tlic soldiers and of the population was 
grievously affected by the bad water of Kurrachec. 

It may here be observed, that in all things Sir C. Napier 
was strongly supported by Lord Ellenborough ; and with 
respect to the public works enumerated above, some were 
of that nobleman^s conception, in others he had been 
forestalled. One had been simultaneously planned by 
l)()tli, namely, the restoration of water from the Indus to 
Cuicb, which the Kalloras first, and then the ameers, had 
with a fiendish policy — only second in enormity to the 
nionstrons conception of Albuquerque to destroy Egypt by 
turning the course of the Nile — cut off at Shah llundcr in 
the Delta; thus giving the people of Cutch up as a prey^ 
to the encroaching waste. Lord Ellenborough however, 
merely proposed to make the Indus reflow in the with- 
ered district; Sir C. Napier projected the restoration of 
the Narra, not only to benefit Cutch, but to recover the 
great and fertile strip of land before mentioned as 
bounding that river on the west. Unhappily this last 
project was too great to be executed from the resources of' 
Scindc alone, and the officials of the supreme government 
always repressed instead of encouraging the noble and 
beneficent plans of the Scindian governor. 

These many and great works were not dealt with in 
that easy method by which some men have obtained 
unearned fame — namely, by issuing orders for their con- 
struction, leaving to others the finding of means, and 
to their own successors debt. Sir C. Napier was practi- 
cally acquainted with every branch of execution, whether 
for the excavation of canals, the construction of piers or 
thc’ erection of edifices, and he decided with a full know- 
ledge of the subject in detail, llis plans involved indeed 
great (expenses from their number, their magnitude, the 
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scarcity of artisans, and the high wages these last CHAP. III. 
demanded — wages which he was continually importuned 
to regulate by tariff — but for liini who was casting the 
foundations of a great community, the permanent riglits'ftT" 
labour were far more important than any temporary in- 
convenience, however great, lienee, holding fast to great 
principles in all branches of administration, he rigorously 
,s(piared his undertakings with his means; and for public 
profit, not display. 

Ills receipts however more than kept pace with his 
expenses. The revenue under the ameers had sunk td 
forty lacs, which was ffir below that raised by the Kal- 
loras, or even that of the Cliar-yar. But all their re- 
ceipts Averc the offscourings of oppression, not the surplus 
which the country under honest government could fur- 
nish without pressure, and the English ruler peremptorily 
rejected remorseless taxation, lie strove instead to ascer- 
tain and restore all the natural resources, to re-open, 
enlarge and invigorate the closed or shrunken arteries of 
public prosperity, and trusted to the renewed vitality of 
the community for future profit. Ilis early revenue was 
' therefore small, the first financial year, reckoned from 
the battle of Hyderabad, gmng only ninety tliousand 
of the lour hundred thousand pounds, said to have been- 
paid to the ameers. But war had raged during full six 
months of that period, much grain had been carried olf by 
the Beloochce troops, and when peace came the English 
collectors could not for several nionths extend their 
operations far from the camps, lest the roving Bcloochces 
should fidhon them; for no military escorts Averc silloAved, 
nor had the general any desire to be involved in prcmiaturc 
police dilliculties Avith such fierce and dangerous felloAvs 
for the sake of a small increase of revenue. Moreover Ali 
Moorad’s revenue and that of the districts of Subzulcote 
and Bhoongbarra, made over to BhaAvalpoorc, had been 
included in the ameers’ receipts. 

Erom this restricted, imperfect collection, a surplus of 
seventeen thousand pounds in money was obtained after 
defraying all the civil expenses ; and the estimated A^aluc of 
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the public grain in store was much greater — an example 
of economy combined with efficient work, contrasting too 
jitrongly with the extravagance and inefficiency of most 
lifcher administrative establishments in India not to give 
offence. The comparison was dangerous, and to blind the 
j)ublic a clamour Avas raised about the burthen and 
expense of Scindc — the statistics published being not only 
false in themselves but improperly loaded with the cost of. 
the troops quartered there. To this was added also the 
equally false assertions, that the country was not subdued ; 
ithat the 'people — that term being used without discrimi- 
nation for all the inhabitants — sighed for the return of 
their Patriarchal Princes, and would rise at once for their 
restoration, but for the enormous force maintained to keep^ 
them down. 

The expense of the army in Scinde certainly exceeded 
the revenue derived from that conquest, because a very 
powerful body of troops were by the general government 
quartered there; not for the purpose of overawing the 
peoph), who were rejoicing or contented according to tlicir 
races at the change of government ; but to be ready for 
the exigencies of an extraneous war, wdiich, actually be- ^ 
ginning at Gwalior, wjis very likely to break out also 
in the Puiijaub, and might from thence extend to AfTglian- 
istan. The expectation of it had also rendered Bcloo- 
chistan and the hill tribes bordering Scindc uneasy and ' 
dangerous. It was not Scinde therefore, it was India that 
Acquired these troops; and their cost was a general charge 
Avhich in no manner depended on the state of affairs in 
the former country. But the most artful turn given 
to this unfounded clamour was the assumption tliat 
any extraordinary number of troops w^rc maintained in 
Scindc at all ; for, with exception of some increase to the 
Scinde irregular horse, not an extra man had been raised 
for the conquest or the holding of that country. The 
troops employed were of the ordinary standing army of 
the East, and would have been embodied though Scinde 
bad never been entered. Tiny were merely pushed 
forward into advanced cantonments on a new frontier, 
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and it miglit with equal proprie ty have been alleged 
that Hampshire was a peculiar burthen on England be- 
cause a large garrison and expensive dockyard is there 
maintained. Scinde, when conquered, was an integral 
part of the Indian empire and subject to the influences 
and effects of the general j)olicy of that empire, which 
was at this time menaced by two great wars. 

It was said also, and with as little truth, that the 
former frontier of India towards Scinde, being more 
restricted, would have enabled the Company to reduce 
^their troops ; but the new frontier was in fact the shorter 
and stronger, and the conqueror was soon prepared, and^ 
proj)osed, to maintain his conquest when not menaced by^ 
a Seikh war, with as few troops as had been employed^ 
in Scinde before the conquest ; and not only to payJ 
tlie whole cost of these troops from the resources of the^ 
country but to provide a large surplus for the general^ 
treasury. ^ 

This clamour would have been here unnoticed, as being < 
part of the filth with which every man who travels fast on a 
great road must expect to be spattered, if it had only been 
the cry of those from whom it appeared to come ; but it 
was supported and encouraged by the directors, by the 
Council of Bombay, and by several members of parlia- 
ment; and it has ever since been directed unceasingly to 
the ruin of all the great public works and admirable 
arrangements of the first Scinde administration. Yet those 
arrangements and constructions were Avorthy of all support, 
having in view to make Kurrachce im emporium for trade 
with Central Asia, and to organize institutions capable of^ 
sustaining a great and prosperous community. Thus, 
scarcely was the Avar ended when the surveying engineer,^ 
establishment was spread over the country, laying doAvn the 
principal geographical points for an accurate survey, and^* 
taking the levels of the land and of the Indus, Avith tlic 
object of organizing a complete scientific system of irriga- 
tion. The shikargahs also, covering one-fourth of the 
fertile country, were taken in hand as having become state 
property; and they Avcrc full of very fine timber, infinitely^ 
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tbc Indus ; but being too extensive and choked with fallen 
^ trees and jungle, the first measure w^as to give* the people 
’ the loose timber for the pains of fetching it away. This 
was followed by the ax)]Jointment of a commission to 
“ class and regulate them as forests, and set out such fertile 
tracts as might be deemed most fitting for cultivation, 
to be held under government tenures cjilculated to eiicou- 
^rage agricidture — in fine those receptacles for wild beasts 
were made to yield revenue to the gover nment, A vood and 
g rass to the villages , and timber to the towns, an d for 
* export. , 

While thus providing for internal tranquillity and civili- 
^ zation. Sir C. Napier had also to arrange his foreign policy, 
i4br the comprehension of Avhich it is necessary to give 
a descriptive sketch of the states bordering on Sciude, 
commencing with Cutch. 

' The llao of Cutch Avas an ally at whose court a British poli- 
tical agent had long resided; and his country was important 
from its situation and from the unsettled trilieson its boi'dcrs. 
J.1irough Cutch, by Deesa, Avas the direct land communica- 
tion Avith Bombay, always of great importance when the 
monsoons cut off the sea intercourse. It was to secure this 
communication that Omercote and Meerpoore had been 
repaired, and so many forts restored , and bridges cast 
betAveen those places and Hyderabad. Cutch Avas also of 
direct interest in regard to the Delta. Colonel Boberts 
could raise on emergency as many as two thousand 
Khosas and Juts.^ AAho. abhorring their ancient oppressors 
^the B eloochees^ were l yady to pour A vith fire and sAvord^ 
upon those of the Delta if an insurr(.*ctiou called for such 
^a measure. Meanwhile his great influence over those 
tribes secured that line of communication from disturbance. 

Eastward of Cutch was Cuzcrfit, under the Guickwar; 
"and iiortliAA^ard of Guzerat Avere the states of Joudpore 
and Jessulmeer, of old the independent countries of the 
. bravest of the heroic Rajpoots, noAV subjected allies of the 
Jlritish, having political residents and being entirely under 
Jjtlic power of the Indian gOAcrument ; for they w ere 
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hemmed in on tlic cast by India^ and on tlic west was the 
great desert, across which only a few lines dependent on 
the wells led to Scinde. 

The comniunication with Jessiilmcer was direct from 
lioree, and on that side, within the desert, was the fort 
of Shah-ghur long held by lloostum^s nephew Mohamed, 
but evacuated when the Lion was finally defeated. It was 
then taken possession of by the British, though belong- 
ing to Ali Moorad as a turban apj)cndagc, compensation 
being promised, but neither the Bombay nor the supreme 
government up to this time have redeemed that promise ! 

From this geographical trace it may be seen, tliat the 
eastern frontier of Scinde, which was how ever very undc- 
fijied, because the ameers with a sinister policy had 
removed the boundary-marks and destroyed all records, 
was defended by Mccrpoorc, Omcrcote and Shali-ghur ; 
tliat it was fringed by allies wdio had no interest to betray, 
or make war, and being watched and controlled by a gar- 
rison at Deesa and political agents at Joudpoor aiul Jessul- 
mccr, were unable to effect mischief if so inclined. The prin- 
(^al passages across the desert were thus secured, and the 
communication between Scinde and Bombay was assured 
by land when the monsoons debarred intercourse by sea. 

Tracing the line of frontier further nortinvard, a state of 
great importance presented itself^ namely Daodpootra or 
Bhawalpoor. It had long been protected froni llunjcct 
Singes ambition by the British government, and L<|U Ellcn- 
borough had recently restored to the rajah the districts 
of Subzulcote and Bhoongbara, formerly torn from him by 
the ameers. He appejired faithful, but Sir C. Napier was 
discpiieted that great interests should depend on an eastern 
pi’iucc, wdio might be coerced by the Seikhs, then very 
Tiicnacing towards the British. The rajah^s subjects also 
leaned strongly tow\ards those who desired the dow nfall of 
the Feringhces ; and his territory, lying between the great 
desert and the lower Sutlej aiid lining the banks of the 
latter, gave him ])ower to intercept the direct commu- 
nication between the north-west provinces of India and 
Scinde, l)y land and by water. This might prove infinitely 
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dangerous if war liapjiened with the Scikhs, and licnce, as 
the faith of the supreme government was so pledged that 
the rajali’s dominions could not bo absorbed while he was 
true to tlic alliance — ^which he could yet betray at a critical 
moment without jirevious indications of enmity — the 
general used every means to conciliate and attach him 
more closely. 

On the north-cast, Scinde was closed by the Mooltan 
country, which spread between the lower Sutlej and the 
Indus, descending below the junction of those rivers to 
Kusmorc. The dewan of this territory, a tributary of 
Lahore, called Sawau Mull, father of the since noted 
Moolraj, was reputed able and prudent, and professed 
great friendship for the conqueror of Scinde; but the 
latter easily detected the Seikh feeling behind the screen 
of protestation, and towards Sawan his bearing was that of 
oflering no oflcncc, yet plainly intimating that any hostile 
indication would be instantly resented. 

North-west of Scinde was Cutch-G undava, belonging to 
,the khan of Khclat, and connected with the lower Indus 
by a range of peculiarly savage rocks called the Cutchce 
hill8,_ which run nearly perpendicularly westward, from 
'the river, towards the llolan mountains. In tl iose hills 
d welt dangerous tribes, namelj, th e Mazarccs nex t the 
Indus, the n the Bhoogtecs, jaclvrances, Doomkees^ and 
Ku jjuckSj all jrf whic h w er e sub divided into smaller 
tribes^ -llr' 

North of the Doomkees and llhoogtccs were the Mur- 
rces and Keytrians, One branch of the Mazarccs, lying 
on the Indus, owed allegiance to the Mooltan man ; but 
the other tribes were claimed as subjects by the khan of 
Khelat. The Murrccs denied his supremacy, and were 
themselves of better customs and civilization than their 
neighbours. They had been unjustly meddled with during 
the Affghan war by the political agents, and their prin- 
cipal fort of Kahun had been occupied ; but they defeated 
one British detachment under Major Clibbornc, destroyed 
another under Lieutenant Clark, a young officer of pro- 
mising ability and heroic courage, and finally forced the 
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politicsil agent to recall Lieutenant Brown from Kahun, 
after a long and most intrepid defence. 

The Jackranees, Bhoogtees, Doomkees, and one branch 
of the Mazarees, were avowedly predatory, fierce, daring 
absolute robbers, but calling themselves Lootoos or 
plunderers. They had indeed some chivalric feelings and 
customs, yet wxrc still robbers, ferocious and deva stating , 
despising civilization, thinking all property belonged of 
right to the sharpest sword, and the plains made by nature 
and cultivated by man for their spoil. Very powerful they 
Avere, and northward and westward they had a vast sweep 
of mountains inliabited by kindred tril)es to retire upon 
if pressed by superior forces, while on the south they were 
defended by the desert of Kusmorc, eighty miles wide, 
which separated them from Sciiidc. Tliis waste, they, 
knowing the wells and preparing beforehand in the recesses 
^ thei r wild hills for expeditions, could easily pass, but it 
was hard for troops to cross and attack their rocks in 
-^return, which made them iucrediyy insolent. 

\ Westward of these people was the Khclat country, 
inhabited by Bcloochees. During the Affghan war their 
capital had been stormed, and their klian, a popular prince, 
killed ] wherefore the nobles Avere enemies of the Britisli. 
But the son of the slain khan, a youth of eighteen, had 
i,bcen restored, had received money and personal kindness 
from Sir C. Napier, and being of a grateful disposition 
was, so far as he was his own master, friendly ; wherefore 
the general corresponded with him amicably, giving 
advice and support against his turbulent sirdars, and 
against the Affghans of Candahar, who continually 
menaced him. 

On the w est, the Scindian frontier rested on the Ilala 
"mountains, and between them and the Indus, next the 
desert of Kusmore. was the country of the Chandikas 
,and other tribes, previously of the same plundering habits 
with the Cutchec tribes, but now subjects of the British 
government. Below them to the southward were the 
Bins and Lhugarecs, touching on the Indus at Schwan ; 
and between that point and the sea-coast were the 
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CHAP. III. Jokcas. Beyond tlie Jokcas was the jam of Boilas 
1843 . country, a dependant on Klielat. Tliesc dillcrcnt tribes 

partly occupied the plains, partly tlic mountains, for the 
frontier of Scindc included the eastern slopes of the 
Ilala ranj'c ; but the western slopes were inhabited by 
»thc Khelat tribes, who shall be in future called the 
“ Mouniahi tribes, in contradistinction to the Cutchcc HU I 
tnbes, whose fastnesses, tliouf<h of Avonderful ruggedness 
and strength, were not of altitude entitling them to be 
ranked as mountains. 

^ All these tribes, Scindian and Khelatian, the general 
, sought by a mixture of gcTicrosity, justice and severity, 
to conciliate Avith the new order of things, and he was not 
unsuccessful; his rough dealing with the jam of the 
Jokcas has been related in the Conquest of Scindc, and 
coupled Avitli the following treatment of Wullee Chandia, 
the head of the Chandikas, illustrates his policy. This* 
last chieftain had followed the British army wi th ten thop » 
sand Avarriors so closely, i ust before the battle of Mccanee, 
that he Avas Avithin one march of it when the action , 
AA^5is fought ; and if Outram^s imbecile counsel had then 
Aveighed so much as to cause the delay of only a fcAv 
hours, the Chandikas Avould liaA^e fallen on the rear 
during the fight. Wullcc's march was stoiipcd by the 
victory, and he retreated across the Indus to his oavu 
country, where in concert Avith others he resisted all 
Ali Moorad's attempts to take possession of the lands 
ceded in right of the turban. These confederates being 
too strong for the ameer, he proposed a conference, to 
Avhich they came, twenty-nine in numl)er, with a hundred 
and fifty followers ; but Ali having prepared an ambus- 
cade killed several and captured the rest, amongst them 
Wullee Chandia. 

Proud of this perfidy, he brought his^ prisoners to the 
general, expecting applause, Avhilc the captives looked 
only for that death they Avould themselves liave inflicted 
in like circumstances. Both Av'ere disappointed, Ali was 
publicly and severely reproached for his want of faith 
^^P^Hcd to giA^e all the chiefs presents in amends ; 
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and tliey were restored not only to liberty but to tlicir 
possessions, with ciicoiniums on tbeir bravery, and expres- 
sion of sorrow for the base treatment they had experienced. 
The scene with Wullce was thus described at the time. 

" He is a fine vigorous old man, resembling in look a > 
large oavI ; for his wdiite hair and beard, thick and 
clustering like feathers, discloses of his bronzed counte- 
nance little more than a very hooked nose and tAVO im- 
mense round black lustrous eyes, Aivdiich he kejit fixed on * 
the general Avithout a wink, and in perfect silence, until the 
speech Avhich announced his restoration to freedom Avas 
interpreted. Then he eagerly asked, ^ Is this true ? Am^ 
T free ? May I go?^ ^ Yes The old man rushed AAith- 
oiit another Avord from the house, and made for his OA\n 
country Avith headlong haste ; and it was falsely supposed, 
with a heart more touched by the wrong than the redress ; 
but Avhen safe amongst his tribe he exclaimed ^The 
rciringhec general has given me my life, my land and my 
sword, I am his slaA^e.’ The course of this Avork will show 
hoAv he kept his word. 

^ Having thus deg^rib ed the frame of nations and tribes, 
of mountjiins and deserts, in which Scindc Avas set, it 
Moorad, Avhosc dominions, situated 
within the boundaries, seemed as a flaw in the jcAVcl ; for 
this prince still governed after the manner of the ameers, 
and though his ruling Avas of necessity ameliorated, the 
contrast between it and the iicav government offered a 
striking contrast. That he w^as alloAved to haA^e any 
dominions at all w^as a constant theme for abuse Avith tlic 
degraded faction at Bombay, Avhich, loud in reprobation of 
the dethronement of the ameers who Avere enemies of the 
British, Avas indignant that he amongst them Avho was faith- 
ful should be treated Avith justice. He was a vile traitor 
because he had not fought alongside of the other ameers — 
he Avas infamous, a coward, a liar, a monster, because he 
had not aided to destroy the English army! Sir C. Njipicr 
had trusted entii’cly to him — had heaped presents upon 
him — had added to his territories and Avas his dupc.^^ 

Tliese efforts to pervert the public mind Avere so far 
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successful as to produce a vague general notion that Ali 
Moorad had been trusted, had conferred and received 
{ircscnts, and liad augmented his dominions. Outram even 
asserted, in an official document, that a promise of addi- 
^tional territory had been made ; having no other foundation 
✓ for the talc than the working of a brain, at that time 
more confused than ordinary by anger and mortified 
/ vanity. It is therefore fitting here, to give a succinct 
^skctcli of the real intercourse, though involving some 
^ repetition of what has been already told in the Conquest 
of Scinde. 

^ When the resolution of Lord Ellenborough to form 
new treaties with the ameers was first made known, Ali 
was as inimical as the rest to the English alliance, until 
he found that Roostum^s eldest son, Hussain, a violent 
man, had by threats induced the old ameer to contemplate 
a violation of the laws of succession established by the 
CAar-yar,” which conferred hereditary rights on the 
brother in preference to the son. Before that period Ali 
had been forced to take arms against Roostum and his 
sons, and had defeated them ; yet was so mild in victo ry 
that the others deceived him by feigned recon ciliatio n, and 
thus regained all they lost by arms, 

When Sir C. Napier took Scindian affairs in nand An 
demanded a conference, at Avhich he asked for aid against 
liis family opponents ; but was distinctly told to expect 
neither aid nor opposition, save what the treaties war- 
ranted. Soon afterwards Roostum renounced the ^iirlum 
% favour of Ali Moorad, and this being according to the 
Char-yar^^ law of succession, and consonant to the 
Mahometan law and the treaties, the English general 
was bound to maintain it ; but he first ascertained that it 
was a voluntary act. Roostum subsequently asserted that 
he was coerced, and, revoking the instrument, conferred 
the turban on his son ; but this investiture was con- 
trary to the law of the family, and to the Mahometan laws, 
and so far from being coerced he had refused the English 
general^s offered protection at the time. 

With the turban went certain possessions in the nature 
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of crown property ; the f ortress of Emaum-ghur was in that ch ap. III. 
p redicament ; and it was under Ali Moorad’s authority as 
wearer.of the turban that Sir C, Napier took that place — it 
^as with his concurrence also, for the ameer fired the first 
gun with his own hand, that it was destroyed. The desert^ 
expedition therefore, was not, as- falsely represented by an 
Indian official personage, an act of aggressive war, but tlie 
fulfilment of a formal treaty which bound the British to sup-y 
?port each ameer in defence of his rights; for Ali Moorad was, 

^gainst all law and justice, there opposed by his nephews 
in rebellion : but Sir C. Napier placed so little trust in him, 
that he was compelled to march with the troops lest he 
should deny having assented to the operation. Afterwards, ^ 
undcf Lord Ellenborough^s instructions, Ali was, as having- 
been faithful to his treaty, confirmed in all his possessions, 
although the English map of Scinde was thereby blotched 
and the unity of territory acquired by the conquest broken : 
but this example of good faith h|^ a beneficial influence 
on all the wild chieftains, who judgM from thence that the 
restoration of their possessions would not be disturbed. 

Lord Ellenborough had also empowered the general 
to define and settle the boundjiries of Scinde on all sides, 
and he had, consequently, negotiations with the khans of 
Khelat, Bhawalpoorc, Jcssulmcrc, Joudpoorc, and with 
^Ali Moorad. lie had therefore to confer land, to grant 
and withhold advantages, a power which would in thg#^ 
days of Clive have been worth many lacs of rui)ccs ; an d it*' 

^was natural for the Bombay faction, sighing fof^ such^ 
large opportunities, to suppose this had not been thrown ' 

^way. Nevertheless the only present received by Sir 
C. Napier was a cock and some addled eggs from Ali‘ 

Moorad, when in the desert ; and he was so little grateful, 
that when the ameer asked for an elephant as a mark of 
honour it was given with this characteristic speech aiuN 
condition. I take no presents, and cannot afford to make < 
any ; and if the governor-general objects to this, you must , 
return the animal or pay its value into the treasury 

To maintain this amcer^s right of territory was im- 
perative ; yet there was no point of Indian policy more 

F 
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1843 . sovereigns within the empire. Hie princes and nobles 
of the East lie said, hated the Eritish as intruders, but 
the people liked them as being better rulers. To thq^ 
^people then the British should look for the permanency of 
their empire ; whereas, by leaving them to the ruling of 
their OAvn princes and nobles, they were retained in slavish 
>ideas of obedience to men who were enemies, and who 
► thus obtained a supporting power which might and ought 
to be used against them — audit also retarded civilization.’’ 
In this view he aimed to raise an independent spirit in the 
Scindees which would lead them to resist the restoration 
of the ameers^ or any other tjTanny. 

Ali Moorad’s perfidy to Wullee Chandia, induced the 
general to watch him closely. He placed a political agent at 
his court, and interfered, though amicably, in the choice of 
his ministers ; for the ameer, young and sensual, neglected 
business, and it was iiijjj^jJjjnt iiot to let an enemy of the 
British lead his councils. He was also stringently taught, 

. as shall be hereafter shown, that on good behaviour his 
sovereignty depended; a teaching essential to the security 
of Scindc ; for his territory was so situated on Ijoth sides 
of the Indus that it commanded the navigation, cut off 
Roree, Sukkur and Shikarpoor from Hyderabad, and was 
on the north all but in contact with the robber tribes. On^ 
the south-east it approached Schwan, where the Hala 
mou nta ins strike on the Indus; and it was cvciwvvhcre 
fertile and dotted with forts — that of Dejoc-ka-kote being 
‘ surprisingly strong from situation. To his court all the 
Talpoor princes still at large naturally looked; so diiF^ 
‘ the Affghan chiefs of Candahar, and the sirdars of Khelat ; 
Dejee could cover a large assemblage of armed men, and 
Ali had a right to keep Beloochccs and Patans in his 
^pay. 

High faculties were required to maintain the conquest, 
and they were signally displayed, since it was maintained 
without commotions, while a new system of government 
was established with so much judgment that the delivered 
Hindoos and Scindees were not more attached to it than 
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the vanquished Beloochees; but the acquisition had been 
made by the sword^ and alwjiys tlic {general nourislicd a 
salutary fear of his arms, by keepin^^ his force so cilicicrit, 
and so disposed, that neither internal nor external enemies 
could draw reasonable hope from its weakness. This 
x'igilance deprived the Bombay faction — certainly not the 
least \irulcnt enemy of tran(|uillity — of hope from insum 
rection, and therefore a new clamour was raised, that the 
occupation of Scindc had weakened the frontier of India. 
When noise and falsehood arc the main resources of 
faction, a doj?ma, founded on some general truth crook- 
edly a]qdied, is always given as a rallying cry to save 
the multitude the trouble of reasoning ; here it was said, 

^ that while Scindc was under the ameers India had a 
desert frontier to the west, and deserts are the strongest of 
all frontiers/^ That deserts arc generally the strongest 
frontier was the small nucleus of truth crookedly applied ; 
for the desert frontier of India was not given up, but 
strengthened. 

Who were the external enemies on the west ? Aflghans 
and Beloochees of Khclat, \v’ho might move of their own 
hatred or be pushed on and supported by Persia at the 
instigation of llussia. 

Who were those on the north and north-west? The 
same Afl’ghans stimulated by the same powers; and the 
Seikhs. 

But for Persia, the Gedrosian desert of Alexander is 
more formidable than the Tliur which se[)aratcs Scindc 
from India; and the Persians must invade by Herat and 
northern Affghanistan — to descend afterwards by the Bolan 
Pass, or slide down behind the TTala range and enter 
Scindc by the coast-line. In the first case they would come 
upon Biikkuj^aiid Hyderabad, in the second upon Xurra- 
diec, three fortified places which they must take, and after 
passing the Indus would still have the Thur desert bctwTcn^ 
them and India. ^ 

Were a great combination of nations, Persians, Toorko- ^ 
mans, Affghans, Beloochees and Seikhs to be precipitated 
upon Indifi, the line of Ferozepoore, where the Sutlej 
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offers but a feeble barrier, would probably be chosen, but 
there the vaunted desert frontier ceases. Then, and in 
all cases, Scindc under the ameers, and also Bhawalpoor, 
would have been forced to place their resources at the 
invadcr^s disposal, whether for passing the Thur against 
the Bombay Presidency; or for pouring by Ferozepoore 
Upon Delhi ; but while a British force held Seinde, and 
was based on Kurrachee, having a sea communication 
with Bombay, how could the invaders pass tlie Thur? 
They would not be able to })ass the Indus, guarded as it 
would be by steamers and strengthened by fortresses. 
Wherefore the com|ucst of Seinde, which attached a 
delivered peoi)le to tlic Britisli government, strengthened 
instead of weakening the Indian frontier on the south- 
west ; and furnislied a secure base for an army to operate 
against the flank and rear of invaders moving by the 
north-western opening against Delhi. It also rendered it 
unnecessary longer to keep troops, as had always bccni done 
before, at Deesa, Joudpoorc, Jessulinere and other points, 
to watch the ameers, who were significantly called by the 
duke of Wellington, the ‘pirates of the said hern Indvsy 
In fine it was a conquest beneficbd to India, to humanity, 
to commerce, and all the mental gaibage of mnv spapcn’s 
will be unable to sully its re])utation ; but it nuay b(^ 
assumed as a maxim, that whenever a clamour is raised by 
many newspapers together something unsound is at bot- 
tom ; for ncithei* 0 ])pressed men, nor straightforward men, 
have much influence with such publications, and the 
coiicurrcuce of many in one cry indicat i;s active intrigue. 

Sir C. Napier had to guard five hundred miles of com- 
raunicatioii, and tlie four great stations of Kurrachee, 
Hyderabad, Sukkur and Shikarpoor. 

Shikarpoor, be ing close to the Cutchcc hills, r enuired a 
strong garrison, whicli however depended for support on 
the greater military station of Sukkur. 

I^JIyderabad, governing all the central parts of Scindc 
and the head of the Delta, was secured by the amccris 
great fortress, the intrenched camp, and the steamer 
station at Kotree. 
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Kurrachee had walls, a native fort and an intrenched 
caiitoumciit. 

Around these stations, each of which had its peculiar 
commandant, the regular forces were destined to move if 
invaded, and they were kept well snpjdied with military 
sieres and provisions, while the armed steamers preserved 
the water communication between them. But to enable 
tlie troops to move freely to a distance, a general system ' 
ot fortification was pushed forward as speedily as the 
great dcartli of workmen and materials would permit, for 
Scinde . had been a eountiy of destruction not of pro- 
duction. Tlic plan was the same for all, namely, one large 
fort or citadel as a safe magazine; and in connection with 
it, according to the localities, martello towers to be 
defended by a few men. On tliis plan Shikarpoor, a 
walled place and with three native forts, only required 
martello towers; Sukkur having its stores in Bukkur, 
which wfis impregnable to any force not havin g a mortar 
train, was in the same predicament. Hyderabactliad tli^ 
arneeer’s fortress, , which was to be connected with the 
intrenched camp like Athens wdth the Ifirseus, but by 
towers instead of long walls; and the haven for steamers'^* 
on the opposite bank of tlic river was protected by tlic 
tort of Kotrec. 

Kurrachee, the point of connection with Bombay and 
the place where the last stand must be made against inva^ 
sion or general insurrection, t^as to be protected by a 
regular fortress having eight or ten bastions, and furnished 
wdth a tank of never-failing pure water. The magazine-^ 
forts at each station w ere calculated for a garrison of three^ 
hundred meii,^ though capable of holding more; and 
the martello towers w^re to have twelve men with an^ 
l8-poundcr. A wing of a regiment therefore sufficed 
for the security of each station, and twx) regiments anil a 
luilt would secure all the great points. Each jdacc of^ 
arms was safe, because they were all impregnable to storm, 
and no insurgents could have a battering train ; the great 
bulk of the army was therefore free to move in mass to 
any quarter, which in a country so extended and so intcr- 
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1843. consideration. 

It has been before shown how the police and irregular 
cavalry were grouped around the masses of reguliu* troops, 
to preserve internal tranquillity and watch the robber 
tribes ; but with so long a frontier exposed to so many 
barbarous plundering hordes some additional protection 
was required; and in that view leave, or rather instructions 
were obtained from Lord Ellcnborougli, for the same 
desigii occurred simultaneously, to form a fighting camel 
corps, on the model of the dromedary corjis employed by 
Napoleon in Egjqit; and the general also added to the 
Scinde liorsemen a second regiment which was commanded 
by Ca])tain Malcolm, a v onuir officer of coui’age and 
ability. The earned eoiqis was under Lieutenant Fitzgerald, 
whose imducible strength, courage and activity, was admi- 
rably suited for the sudden rapid and arduous duties 
cxpect ecL fr om his corps, which was thus organized. 
j^uEacl^amcl caiTied two men, one armed with carabine 
and sword, the other with a musauetoon and bayonet, the 
mu squetoon bein^r formed by cutliiig down a nd repairing 
V’onde mned arms foinid in the Kurr achec stores. Ono 
'man guided the animal and fought from its back ; the 
other was to act as an infantry soldier, because the robbers 
were habituated to fire from the fis sures and holes iji the 
^ylains, where neither lance nor sword could reach them. 
If assailed by superior mfmbers the camels were to kneel 
in a ring with heads iinvai'd and piiuied down, thus 
^furnishing a bulwark for the men; and it was proposed to 
give the soldiers spears also, but this Avas relinquished at 
FitzgerahPs desire : the question however remains open, 
because the corjis never had to break through a body of 
swordsmen, which Avoiild have been the test of utility for 
the spear. On the camels were carried the meii^s packs, 
cooking utensils and beds, the latter forming part of the 
saddle ; and thus a body of soldiers capable of acting as 
infantry when required, having no tents, commisstiriat, or 
baggage to embarrass them, could make marches of sixty 
miles in twenty-four liours e\eu with the bad camels at 
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this time furnished by Sciiidc ; but of eighty or even 
ninety miles with finer aiiimiiLs, and consequently no 
other troops could keep up witli or escape from them. 
VVhc]i formed, th e* camel corns was sent to 
employed to watch J^bnCiitchoe^ 

AVitli this general view of the condition of Scindc and 
its political and social relations to suiTounding tribes^ 
and nations, the narrative of (jvents which follow can be^ 
read with a better understanding. 
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'cIIAp.’ fv? TBuring the voyage to Kurrachce Sir (^Napier rcco- 
verJfflil^Q sircngtfi^ bft? Jiis inedicM a^lviscrs iWFIkHWa^ 
to'x^iWh nrtt coltSciW^ blMltteh 

^rliiTgrcat macffiric T^^Rl9’'‘j|^^5lfhicting"iM)ulcNROi*d*»ft|pik 
w witlibflfc his ^ifperintiinidhifb^, he«]]fd[idjhjR.Ji|e 
cbnnt(!lpot8«'t)^ibti^iiitwa6t iattho^uhinc sc^e^^jl^hcre^ 
r ai^JiJ^.. si^icl^ ipajiy^en to govemT 



i 


3r4key woultLjuta^jk.oft' aptlieiftiig 

At first his • governmerTT procebclikl hSy^ily^'fll^Tlt 
’*^a if*'-to'-ti^ tlie*4€5fi&per oB^us^q)irij;^ ,a,,st^3PQgc p?&tij|J^ 
4fijcGca|gg the laiul^ hearii^^ domi men 

and ^institutions.* In tfie coi^^of OctotieT* a,nd Novem- 
nci% not one person, "from^^SK*cominnTf<l!n*itn-«irfef to 
the drununcr, in an army se\cnteen>t ^ usai nL str ong, 
escaped its visitation : there was nobody stron^onough 
even to make out a report, and in some regiments no 
medical man was able to attend the hospitals. It did not 
however assail all cpiarters at once, it ran as it were 
through the forces, and at first was supposed to be the 
result of ccssfition from fatigue and excitement ; but that 
notion vanished when the people of the country fell even 
more rapidly than the soldiers. 

It stopped agriculture, for the people were too ill to 
work; it drove away all tlic foreign artisans in fear; it 
spread north, east, soutli and west, and was by all men 
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regarded as a strange unrecognized visitation. Fortu- 
nately it was not very fatal, but with officer and soldier 
it laid mind and body prostrate ; very few had energy to 
rally for a long time, and at one period the Cutchec hill- 
men might certainly have sacked Shikarpoor and Sukkur, 
and devastated Upper Scinde, for T;here was not a soldier 
on his legs to oppose them, and the moral influence of the 
general alone kept those plunderers in check. He was 
suffering severely himself, but his spirit did not sink. 
Presenting an undaunted front, his language to the tribes 
and surrounding nations was even more imperious than 
when his army was effective and flushed with recent 
victory. But while his official correspondence proves that 
he gave himself no relaxation from labour, his private letters 
show how hard the .bodily struggle was, and how he 
yearned for that case which his sense of duty would not 
let him accept. 

During this pestilence the Bombay faction laboured to 
excite the Bcloochccs to fall on the sickly soldiers, and 
''the Bombay Times pointed out in detail the best mode 
for killing tliem ; but these flagitious efforts had no effect ; 
tranquillity prevailed, and in the Delta so great a change 
had occurred, that wlicn all the collcctor^s escort fell ill 
the Bcloochee peasants of the place voluntarily guarded' 
liim. Everywhere officers travelled or followed the 
chase, singly or in company, traversing the country in 
various directions, and in safety; to travel in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of Bombay was far more dan- 
gerous than to penetrate the wildest tracts of Scinde, and 
yet it was shamelessly asserted at the former place, that 
the Scindians were panting for an opportunity to massacre 
their oppressors ! But the people knew tlic conquerors 
were not oppressors ; they saw that they assumed no 
haughty superiority, offered no insult, made no exactions ; 
their own customs were respected where not opposed to 
morality; taxation was reduced, vexatious restrictions were 
abolished, agriculture encouraged, trade fostered — and 
as the cliief was, so were the subordinates in office. 
I^hc money spent by the troops was also felt as a sensible 
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advantage, because it was not first taken from the labour- 
ing man by taxation ; and therefore they had not to work 
twice for it, as the celebrated William Cobbctt said in 
reply to Justice Bailey, when, with the political folly of an 
English judge seeking to prop a harsh sentence, the latter 
announced from the bench that Taxation was a benefit 
to the labouring man because the money went back to him 
as wages.’^ In fine there was no oppression and therefore 
no oppressors to rise against. 

Early in December the sickness abated, but it was 
followed in the spring by a flight of locusts which devoured 
nearly all the rising harvest, scanty in itself from the little 
labour previously bestowed during the jiestilence. Those 
destroyers were succeeded by an anomalous rising of the 
Indus which increased* the distress, and meanwhile me- 
nacing political and military events demanded the utmost 
vigilance and extensive preparations. 

It has been shown that, strictly s])caking, only the eastern 
side of the Indus and the country immediately about Kurra- 
chee were subdifbd ; for though the jam of the J okcas, whose ** 
territory extended from near the latter place to Sehwaii, 
was*enlircly controlled, the country above Sehwan belonged 
to chiefs who had made no submission, and were intimately 
coimected by blood and habits with the Kliclat moun- 
taineers and the robbers of the Cutchcc hills. And these 
‘ last, though disregarding the Bombay exhortations to a 
general insuiTection, were not unlikely to be stirred to plun- 
dering incursions by the money which tlie Lion and Ahmed 
Khan Lugharec might oiler them. External circumstances 
also tended to excite those tribes to mischief; for in 
.December it was secretly known that a great confede- 
racy was in progress to overthrow the British power in 
India, and the state of Scindhia, better known as Gwalior, 
was breaking out into open war. The Mahometan popu- 
lation of the empire was not to be trusted ; Nepaul was 
more menacing than friendly ; the Seikhs, in a state of 
military anarcliy, seemed disposed to cross the Sutlej ; antf^ 
their kindred in the protected states on the left bank of 
that river were ready to join them. The spies said tlio 
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AflFghans were likewise preparing to move down the Bolan 
pass upon Shikarpoor. 

With these stimulants to their natural cupidity, thc^ 
Khelat mountaineers and Cutchee robbers could not be 
expected to remain quiet ; already one incursion had been 
rriJide by the Doomkccs near Larkaana, and that tribe 
was peculiarly connected with the Khelat sirdars and 
% Aftghans of Candaliar, who desired to overtliroAV the young 
khan because of his alliance with th e British, There was 
* fear therefore that a general burst of these wild mountaineer 
tribes would devastate the western* side of Sciude; for to 
^ use the English geiierars words (iwalior and the Piinjaiib 
‘ were in arms, the independent hill tribes were like ban- 
ditti listening for the sound of carriage-wliccls, Ihe Scin- 
^ dian Beloochees on tliat side were between a growl and a 
bite, and Ali Moorad a])parcntly turning traitor in the 
midst of the sickening troo])s.” 

Amongst those who gave secret information w^as the 
Persian prince, Agha Khan, whose real title was the Emir 
of the Moun tain^ h e lieing the lineal heir of the ancienj; 

assassm,^^ Though no longer the terrible being who 
made kings tremble in the midst of armies, this wandering 
occult potentate still possessed secret but great power; 
and his people, spread over Asia from the Indus to the 
Mediterranean, supplied him with a revenue, and with 
informatSSh Scindc with a 

train of horsemen before the conquest, Kimw of the ameers’ 
design to assail the residency, had remonstrated against it, 
and afterwards gave such information on that subject as to. 
jrciider Outram’s i mbecile vanity on that occasion most 
pptiinfully prominent He and his horsemen h ad acted on' 
th e side of the British during the wa ,]^ and h e rcceivcA g 
f[)cnsion from the supreme government ; but his position^ 
and proceedings were suspicious, and he was watched and^ 
even prevented quitting Sciude, when he designed to make 
-^me intriguing religious exem’sion to Bhagdad. Never- 
IftlSless he was on friendly terms with the general, and now 
Ktold him the AflgluiJis of Candahar, and the Beloochees of 
I Khelat were in close amity witli Ihc Lion — ^that all the* 
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Scindian chiefs west of the Indus had secretly assured that 
ameer they w ere ready to raise a religious cry against the 
^British and restore him to his throne — that Ali Moorad 
had written to the same effect, saying eiglit thonsfind of 
the troops were then prostrate w'ith fever, the remainder 
tottering from debility, and if the Affghans would only 
send two thousand men down the Bolan Pass they could 
destroy all the Peringliees. To tliis the government^ 
moonshee, Ali Akbar. whose intelligence and fidelity wcrc^ 
alike unquestionable, added, that there certainly w^as a^ 
great combination of tfie Indian powers in progress, and a^ 
secret intercourse going on ; but he thought the nations ^ 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Scindc dreaded the 
^Mlahadoor Jung,’^ the great warrior, so they called thd^ 
general, too much to break out unless some remarkable ^ 
opportunity tempted them. C, 

Of Ali Moorad the moonshee did not speak, but there 
were grounds for suspecting that ameer’s fidelity, besides , 
the report of Agha Khan. lie, had dismissed his minister 
^heik Ali lloussein, t he f ast friend of the British , and had 
written to the general so insolently as to indicate hostility. 
This it was supposed he dared not have done, unless some 
great support was at hand, which could only be looked for 
towards Gwalior, the Punjaub and Affghanistan — for Ali 
» knew well the Beloocl^s alone could not contend against 
the British. 

Very gloomy^as the prospect of affairs, and it must be 
‘ admitted that great moral intrepidity and a sure per- 
^ ception of chances were rc(piircd to i!ontrol the crisis, 
wlien it is considered C. ^*'apier, just emerging 

kjrom wtn^and while establishing a new^ government to 
^lich so j:iiany interests and different races of pien worn 
J*to be reconciled, had his wdiole military force suddenly’" 
^paralyzed in his hands by an unheard-of sickness, which 
» at the same time nearly stopped the social existence of the 
nation — that he was menaced by foreign invasion, 

‘ the siq)poscd treachery of AU Moorad, and the partiST 
^ insun’cction of the western chiefs, at a moment when he 
^ w as personally reduced to extreme bodily debility by an 
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illness so depressing to the mind, that at Kunachce 
alone several officers had become insane for a time, others 
childish, and four committed suicide. Finally, that while 
struggling under these accumulated difficulties, those from^ 
whom he had a right to expect every aid and supportji 
were assailing liim with secret enmity and the most in- 
credible viruhmcc of abuse ! Nevertheless with a won- 
derful moral force he carried himself and the ])Cople lie^ 
Jmjed, triumphantly and without commotion through all 
difficulties. 

Flis first efforts were directed to obtain sure intelligence 
that lie might regulate his operations justly, and lui had 
before established several good channels, independent of 
accidental sources such as the Persian in’ince aflbrdcd. ^ 
The Sheik aVJi I Toussein, Ji man of great shrewdness and 
wide influence, was one of these channels; and a sure one, 
for he kncAV his own fortune was bound up witli the 
British supremacy in Scinde. Ali Moorad disliked him, 
and by the dethroned ameers he was counted a trjiitor ; 
he was also odious to the Patans in his master’s ])ay, 
because of his nepotism, the rock on which men in his 
position generally split ; but these things made him the 
more adhesive to British interests. Through the ricli 
Hindoo merchants holding jaghcers from the Scindian 
government, whose interested ^igilancc never sle])t, and 
whose means of gaining intelligence were extraordinary, 
sure intelligence was had, and the military spies A\ere good 
and active. Wherefore, feeling he could not be ])olitieally 
surprised, the general sought to dissipate ’the storm as -* 
regarded Scinde with a combination of moral and military 
influence, founded on his judgment of the barbaric cha- 
racter gcnerall ^ ^ a rid of Ali M oorad’s in particular ; but first 
he put his outposts on their guard by the following instruc- 
tions addressed to the officer commanding at Shikarpoor, 
the point most exposed to an attack from the Aflghans 
and Cutchec robber tribes. 

Be vigilant, and with your hundreds, aided by a fort, 
you may defy as many thousands of the enemy; yet with 
British soldiers ^jgig^st Beloochccs and Affghaiis a fort 
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CHAP. TV. should only l)c a. refuge for sick men and stores. If an 
1844. enemy approaches you, attack liim and put it clean out of 

his hcjid that he is going to besiege j^oii. If he comes 
within ten miles of Shikarpoor, get near him in the night 
itind fall on him at dawn if he is not too numerous ; if he 
is too strong let him come closer to the town before you 
attack him ; but in any case attack . — The only difference 
is that if he is very strong he must be allowed to come 
closer to the fortress than if he is weak. If his numberA- 
be overwhelming you m ust wait for aid from Sukkur, and 
the commandant tlierc has orders to move to your suc- 
cour, yet in a mass, nothing must be done by driblets. 
Rukkur must bo secured, l)ut every man not employed for 
that object must inarch on Sliikarpoor, whence you must 
be prepared to sally ^vith your whole force the moment 
the guns outside arc heard. I do not apprehend any 
attack but foi’cwamcd is forearmed 

This warning ^vas a precaution against the lion, who 
was among the Affghans of Candahar, and in coininuiii- 
catiou with the robber tribes, and hence, down the Bolaii 
Pass and from the Cutchce hills the coming of his w^ar, if 
it came at all, w as to be expected ; and it would be no 
slight one, seeing the robbers alone could bnng down 
twenty thousand of the fiercest swordsmen of Beloo- 
chistan, and if reinforced by Affghans, and aided by any 
treachery on the part of Ali Moorad, they could not but 
prove formidable. 

Ali Moorad^s tenfper and projects were next to be tested. 
He had a reputation for courage and hardihood, but 8ir 
C. Napier, knowing him to be addicted to drinking and 
the zenana, thought his intreiiidity w ould not prevent him 
from securing his own ^hc 

breaking ’out of mischief; for fluTISSress^^ on the 

summit of a lofty isolated rock, was by the Beloo- 
chees considered impregnable. It Avas so to any- 
thing but bombardment, and the general, in anticipation, 
sent a train of mortars,— some . of which he immediately 
obtained from Bombay, — up the Indus to Sukkur, which 
was only three days^ march from Dciec. This measure. 
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ostentatiously taken to give notice that he was jealous of 
the ameers^ conduct, being aiTangcd, he .asked to have the 
regiments most afflicted with the sickness relieved hy ircsli 
troops; and he would have gone liimself to Siikkur, but 
that ho feared a fresh access of fever, which might from its 
peculiarly depressing eifccts prostrate his energies when he 
most needed them. Indeed he was then so weakened 
that his medical advisers and all his friends earnestly 
pressed him to quit Scindc as the only hope of saving life ; 
but to their solicitations he replied thus. 

If it w'crc to save, not mine but a thousand lives 1 
^ w ould not go. Were I to do so there would be wild work 
here ; and a man wanting my accidental advantages could 
not bring affairs to a happy conclusion. I cannot there- 
fore in honour leave Lord Ellcnboroiigh in tlic liu’cli of 
this political sea. I know my team, but a far more able 
mau could not get on the box before the horses would 
start off. C hieftains and tribes who obey me w illingly 
because of my victories would rise against a new comer ; 
from me they w ould take a kick with ihore Daticuce than 
a sour look from another whose force they had not proved 
in battle. ^ Gcn m*al ! give the wi)rd and I follow 
with ten thousand shields against the Seikhs. All Scindc 
will rise afyour command against them. You are my king, 

I will hold your stirrup and never (piit it.’ This speech’** 
was recently made to me by the Belooch commander- 
in-chief who opposed me at Mceance, and I believe him. 
An English general may not try experiments, but were I^ 
a sovereign I could lead all the Beloochees against the 
Seikhs, and do many greater things that are not to be 
attempted by a servant. With the prestige of victory 
anything may be effected with these people ; but a new 
man without it, having at this moment the Lion and the 
Affghans on the west, the Seikhs on the north, and an 
iirmy crippled with sickness, would be lost if a rising 
were to take place. Every blockhead would then be 
pressing advice on him, he woidd be unable to distinguish 
the right road and all would be confusion. How theif* 
can I consistently with my duty to Scinde, to England,^ 
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to Lord Elleiiborougli, throw up the reins at such a time ? 
Impossible ! I must stay and bide what will. There arc 
thousands here in more danger from disasters than I am 
in from sickness^ and I wiD sink or swim with those poor 
fellows.” 

In this mood he awaited the crisis, resolved, if Ali 
Moorad gave offence, to assail Dejee, and so doing he 
judged lie should by one and the same blow reduce that 
ameer and suppress any general conspiracy of the llelooch 
chieftains — such as the Pci’sian prince had supposed to be 
in progress — arguing thus. If Ali resists me there must 

be a general confederacy, for I know he is not, though so , 
reputed, of that hardihood to fight alono'; and if I take 
him in his celebrated fortress, it will so temfy the tribes, 
that their confederacy will melt away or they will pre- 
maturely break out during the siege, for they think 
Dejee invulnerable ; but sixteen heavy shells falling into it 
every five minutes will break down that conceit.” 

To test Ali Moorad’s firmness, when the mortars had 
reached Siikkur and attracted his attention, a gentle 
recommendation to restore Sheik Ali Ilousseiu wfis for- 
warded. It had no effeef, and then sq ^rough an admo- 
nition folloAvcd, that Sir George Arthur ahd the com- 
mfindcr-in-chief Sir Jasper Nichols, who happened to be at 
Bombay, objected to its being sent thinking it would force 
the ameers into hostility. Sir C. Napier had judged his 
man more sagaciously. ^^Hiile the Bombay faction was 
'representing him as the dupe and rewarder of Ali Moorad’s 
.treachery, he /orced that prince to an entire submission. 
The sheik was restored to the ministry with an assurance 
tlnit the ameer had never thought of setting aside that 
worthy councillor — that his own back had been bent at 
j:hc idea of the governor’s displeasure, but now finding his 
6onduct approved, his heart danced like the sunbeams on 
|lie waters of dclight-^-Avith other like flowers of Eastern 
composition, — upon which the general drily remarked that 
the weight of sixteen mortars , would have rendered the 
complaint in the spine incurable.” At this time he 
described Ali Moorad as an inebriate, hunting, zenana- 
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going fellow, who would, if not stayed by fear, help to cut 
the English off as readily as any of the dethroned ameers ; 
afterwards he judged better of his disposition, though not 
of liis head, believing drink ratlicr than treachery had 
excited him to insolence. ^ rm 

Internal treason being thus restrained, external dangers 
Averc regarded Avith less anxiety, and by the end of January 
the resolution with which the crisis had been outfaced Avas 
niwarded by a change in the aspect of affairs. The troops 
Avere then rapidly recovering strength, the field artillery 
liad been avcU horsed, the police all armed, clothed, and 
sufficiently disciplined to contend Avith tlic Avild forces 
of any cnemy.*^ Col onel Roberts had organized a stronij^ 
bod y of irregulars in Catch, a th ing vainly attcmpt(;d 
befi irc by the Bombay polit ical agents, and the desert 
4^*10018, bordering on the Run of Cutch, even proposed to^ 
relinquish their ])rcdatory habits and settle in Scinde, so 
cntir(3ly had the ncAV governor’s reputation sulnlucd their 
lawless and Scree tempers. These Avere events of considcr- 
jible importance, inasmuch as tliey comidetcly guaranteed 
j;ranquillity along the eastern frontier of Scinde. Shikar- 
poore Avas therefore immediately reinforced from Sukkiir 
Avith three field-pieces, a regiment of irregulsir cavalry and 
■one of infantry, making up a force sufficient to defy the 
Aflghans and hillmen united; and the void thus left at 
feukkur Avas filled up by regular cavalry and a field battery, 
Avhich Avcrc sent from Kurrachec up the eastern bank 
'of the Indus. At the same time, Fitzgerald’s camel corps, 
nOAV organized and able to march sixty miles a day, Avent 
up the western and more dangerous side of Scinde, to 
J jarkaana ; and between those bodies the armed steamers, 
iisccnding the river, formed a link of connection. Thus, 
yjtUP the important points of Shikarpoorc find Sukkur 
were being reinforced, the troops destined for tliat service 
/icted as roving columns, traversing the country in various 
jlirectious, appearing stronger than th^ really were, and, 
as always hapx)cns on such occasions, Avere still mor<4^ 
magnified by rumour. 

These complicated movements, the exaggerated numbers, 
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riTAP. IV. and the wliispoird ultimate intimtioiis, were all caleiilalod 
J71T. distract and in a state of siis|)ons(3, unta\()nrnl)lr 

to conspiracy, tlio western Hclooclu^e cliicfs who inijdd Ik* 
inclined foi*^ commotions. Meanwhile the 13th sepoy 
came frT)1T^ft6h^b<ljM^JCnrT\ac^ and Sir liolx^rt 
' Sale, the renowned defender of Jellalahad, assumed the 
'‘tcm])()rary command at Sukknr, hrinj^in^ with liim his 
‘Own 13th veteran European regiment, then on ils return 
to hhijiland. Seiiide was thus avcH j^arrisoned, and the 
, danger of having to fijjjht external and internal cmanics 
> with an arm}" jiaralyzed hy siekiu'ss was removed; hut the 
^views on wliicdi Sir C, Na])ier acted will he best shown by 
.cjttz'aeis from an otHcial memoir, in whicP he opposed a, 
proposition to withdrawal European re‘^iment in l^e-^ 
cember 1813, when tlie sickness was most prevalent. 

^ ^^Scindc is now (piiet,! know not that lleloochistan iind * 
the Punjauh are so; and if they l)C(‘ome disturbed S(‘inde 
will not be tranquil, because the Maho metan ])opiilation. 
so recently subdued, cannot 1x3 expected to remain fr(‘(‘ 
from the external iidluence of nations having the sa uu^ 
faith. The peojde of Scinde are like all other peopl(‘, theri;^ 
is no mystery in governing them — they will be (piiid when 
they believe it for their interest, and when that interest 
demands an insurrection they will rise. The Jleloochees 
are robbers by habit, and will probably be disposed to rise 
if an attack from Avithout oilers an opportunity to plundel^ 
the Hindoos and Sciiidees. Our troops must cross to th(3 
western bank of the Indus to collect in the north if the 
Punjjmb becomes disturbed and an attack is menaced 
from Bcloochistan. It ivill then he necessary to ])la(^e 
the country, south of aline drawn from Kurracluic through 
Hyderabad to the desert, under the guard of troojis from 
Cuteh; and that is one of the reasons Avhv I Avished to, 
have Ciitch under the control of an able military man likci 
Colonel lloberts, instead of a ])olitical agimt. 

^^Thc question of reducing or strengthening the force in 
p. Scinde de])eiids upon the state of the Punjaub. Scinde 
internally is tranquil, but, until the agitation in the Punjatd) 
subsides and our government is firmly established here. 
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two Eiiropoau voj^imcnts sire iiccossarv. The question is 
one of jxeiicnil politics. If the Pimjsiub becomes hostile the 
mouiitsiiiiecrs of Beloochistsin will probably become so 
likewise, aiul if so, Scindc must be strongly guarded.” 

Tin’s was his opinion in December, but in the latter end of 
Jajuiary, when a battle near (Iwalior had been fought by 
Sir Hugh (lough — when his own adroit policy had stilled 
any disposition for commotion amongst the western chiefs 
— when he had collected his army in three masses, at 
Kurraehce, Hyderabad, and Sukkur, with a strong ad- 
vanced guard at Sliikarpoorc, the ivholc pointing as it were 
agaijist the Seikhs of the Ihiujaub, he again 
JiSJiclapcd his views of affairs. 

^^Tf the ISeikhs cross the llyphasis, T shall move every 
man I can spare, witliout danger for Kurnichee and Hyder- 
abad, upon 8ukkur, and if possible lead a hamUj force t& 
the vicinity of Ooch, to hold llhawalpoorc and Mooltau 
in check. ^ If the former is faithful, I shall pcrhai)s act 
against Alooltan ; but I cannot cross the Sutlej unless 
1 have security for the BhaAvalpoorc man^s faith — t hat 
to say ////.V person in my camp — ^lic might otherwise cut off ^ 
my supjdics from the south, and my line of njtrcjit. In^ 
fine any dcnionst ration J can make; in favour of Lord 
Kllcnl)orough^s opci’utions on the UppiT Sutlej 1 will ' 
make, without waiting for (»rders ; for if the battles lujar^ 
(jwalior have not been decisive, and the Seikhs cross the 
llyphasis, my communication with Eerozepore and Agra 
>\ ill be cut off. ^ 

“ The Seikhs, it is said, can turn out seventy thous.and a 
men, of which forty thousand are uell disciplined andj 
armed, and they have a powerful ai1;illery. Wherefore, if, 
1 can keep Scindc quiet and hold the nhawalpoore nifiuj 
firm to our alliance, I shall do as much as seventeen^ 
thousand sickly soldiers can Avell manage in tin's hot 
climate. I fear my despatch to Lord Ellenborough has 
not reached him, but T shall act without orders if necessary, 
and as my movements do not depend on his the failure of 
the despatch is of little consequence. If I steady Bha- 
walpoorc I shall do much ; if I also draw off the Mooltan 
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force I shall do groat things — more perhaps than I expect. 
My opinion is however, that the Scildis will not now 
attack, because?, if the Gwalior army has been quite 
beaten, tlicrc will be twenty thousand troops disposable 
for the llyphasis, besides the force already on that river. 
Gwalior is indeed a Fong w'ay from the Hyphasis, and 
tliat may expose the left bank to be ravaged, but the force 
left there ought to be and I suppose is strong enough to 
defend that river 

That an extensive confederacy against the British power 
existed in the latter end of 1813, is certain, but the vigor- 
ous policy and military energy of Sir C. Napier stopped it ^ 
a s reg arded Scindc ; and it w^as extin guished p;encrallv.bv 
the battic of Maharajapoor gained near Gwalior. B ritish 
India was thus replaced in a commanding position, was 
freed from serious internal mischief, and had only the 
external hostility of the Seikhs to look for. The opera- 
tions which led to this state of affairs were certainly the 
results of Lord l^llenborough’s military policy, which Avas 
exactly timed as to break at once the wide-spread 
conspiracy; and as he was personally engaged in the 
battic, a victory gloriously terminated the series of able 
meiisurcs by which he had dragged the British power up 
from the depths of degradation and disaster into Avhich it 
had been sunk. The success at Gwalior was not however 
necessary to the maintenance of English supremacy in 
Scindc. Neither the Affghaii nor the Khclat tri])cs, nor 
the Lion^s influence, nor the trc.ason of Ali Moorad — if he 
had fallen awjiy from his alliance — nor all those things 
\ together, joined to a defeat at Gwidior, could liJivc pro- 
V duced more than a momentary commotion — except while 
, the soldiers were down with the fever : for so entirely were 
the three races now aware of their advantages under the 
British rule, that they would have taken arms to resist a 
change sooner than to forward one. Some Talpoorec 
sirdars might indeed have felt bound in honour to join a 
prince of their family who appeared in arms, but the 
gen eral feeling in favour of the English was evinced in 
an unmistakcable manner. The police were aided by 
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liclooclicc villagers to arrest armed deserters who resisted 
capture; and where murders were committed, not ol* 
Europeans for they were never molested, but of m omen, 
or in (piarrcls, the criminals were delivered up, though the 
crime itself Mas held to be venial. In fine genius had 
done its work. 

J3ut if Lord lillenborough, following the Indian system, 
had restricted his licutenant^s discretion and power by 
official rules, misplaced and inapplicable to the circum- 
stances and the people, the coiupiest would have ended as 
in Afghanistan, with a terrible disaster ^ tnul the treaso ii- 
ablc hopes and efforts of the llombay faction would luive 
been realized. For so complicated w'crc Scindian aflairs, 
civil and military, so nicely dcjicnding upon delicate and 
timely management of men and interests, that none but 
he to whom victory had given a key to t he cipher could 
have rightly interpreted the characters. In (ptlicr hands' 
the massacre of a second llritish army would have hap-^ 
peiied, would have been followed by a Seikh and Affghan 
invasion, an insurrection of the Mahomedan popuhation of 
India, and the 0 ])en or secret defection of the preserved 
sovereignties Avitliin the old frontier. Scinde wais therefore' 
a great acquisition, and its condition and value at tJiis 
time were well set forth by Sir C. Napier in the following 
condensed extract from a memoir, drawn up in reply to an 
official question as to the policy of repairing or destroying 
the many native forts with which the country was spotted 
like an angry leopard. 

" The forts should be let alone. In this climate dilapi- 
dation docs not make rapid progress. To rcj)air one fort, if 
required, would not be difficult ; to repair them generally 
would be very costly, the advantage small ; for the people 
here and immediately around us, having no artillery, can 
neither attack nor defend a fort with success against the 
llritish, 

" Tliis is a frontier country which may be defended 
with comparatively few troo])s ; the large force now here 
is required oidy for the moment, because of the dis- 
orderly state of the Piinjaub and the conquest being so 
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CHAP. IV. recent — the present estiihlisliment need not he perma- 
1841. nent. 

Scinde fiirnislies a valualde frontier for North-Western 
India, in a commercial as well as a militarj'' view. 

In a commercial, because of its riv'cr, which will facili- 
tate the introduction of goods from the north ; and as it 
has hut one sca-jiort, that of Kurrachcc, the custom-house 
duties may be clicaply collected. The desert will also avail 
to prevent contraband trade, because the passages across 
are few and easily guarded. As a military frontier, it 
prij ^ets the left flank o f an army defending any of tlio 
live rivers of the Punjaub, which as lines of defence may 
be said to radiate uortlivvard from Mittenkote, on tlic 
upper frontier of Scinde. Any of those jivers would 
furnish a well-defined frontier for North-Western India; 
but while Seiiule was in the liands of the hostile ameers 
the. left flank of all those lines could be takcui in rcjvcjrse. 

^ Reasoning therefore on abstract military ])ri maples, 
the defence of the Hyphasis or Sutlei — the actual fron- 
’*ticr — would have been weak without the close alliance of 
'nflhawalpoore, >\hieh hoA\ever could hardly have maiiitaiu(;tl 
‘its alliance if pressed by Sawan Mull of Mt>nltau on the 
north, and by the ameers of Scinde on the south. TJic 
desert would have been no barrier for India against the 
ameers — they could have passed it in many places — it 
oflered a strong barrier for thrm; because they could 
destroy or ])oison the wells, or defend them by the very 
forts which an^ the subjects under consideration, but 
which would have been ellicieut uffainst an invasion from 
India. Now they are of little military advantage, because 
wc command both sides of the desi'rt. The conquest of 
Scinde has therefore strengthened the line of the Sutlej. 

It remains to treat of the military advantages pos- 
sessed by Scinde itself for its own defence, on a line of 
five hundred miles, traced from JMittcukote to the mouths 
of the Indus. 

An enemy invading it iiorfli of Hyderabad, would 
find the desert before him and a Hritish force on both 
flanks ; he must therefore change front to the right or 
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Icl't. lt‘ to tlic riglit, the troops in Southern Seiiule Moulil 
be coiKU'utrated at Tlyderaliad, witli a line of fortilied 
posts beliiud them on one side, as far as Omercote, all in 
a good state, having been repaired or newly constructed 
by me immediately alter the battle of Hyderabad with 
design to provide a secure communication with the Delta. 
Thus concentrated at Hyderabad, the southern force Avould 
have six lines of communication and of retreat, by which 
su[)])lies and reinforcxmieuts coidd reach it from India, 
according to the; season of the year. 1'^. Ivurrachee. 
‘2^’. 1lie months of the Indus by Vikkur. To llhoog 
the capital of Cutch. I . To (iuzzerat. 5*^. To Deesa. 
b'-’. To Ihdmciir. 

“ 'riir(;e of these ha\e ports uhich ought to be protected 
by works; the other three arc land communications, 
and that by Omcrcotc' on Ihu'sa I have sicmred witli 
fortified stations. Uut while tin', emany thus turned 
against the force of Jjower Scinde, which from the variety 
of communications (H)uld move in almost any direction, In^ 
would hav(^ his Hank vexed by the armed steamers on the 
Indus, and they would insure the British communication 
with the nortiiern forcci basiMl on Sukkur; for an army 
cannot march very close along the banks of the Indus, 
bi'cause of the immcrous large watercourses and cuts foj* 
irrigation. 

The northern force would be in direct communication 
with the army on the Sutlej, and the other Hank of the 
invader w^ould .be pent in by the desert; he would there- 
fore [lerish, uidess he gained a victory by forcing some*, 
of the strong jiositious furnished, at every half-mile ol 
ground about Hyderabad, by the nullahs, which could be 
easily and rapidly intrenched. The British force could 
even then, thougli defeated, dispute tin* ground inch by 
inch down to the sea ; or go across the desert to the 
eastward; or even cross the Indus, and taking Kurrachec 
as a base of ojierations, and being hi communication with 
Bombay by sea when the monsoons did not prevail, could 
act on the enemy’s nuir. IMius, all circumstances of 

climate and ground considered, to pass the Indus between 
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i:iiAP. IV. Mittciikotc and the sea would he a dangerous operation 
1811 . for an invader. 

" If he turned to the north, after crossing tliat hu*gc and 
dangerous river, he would meet ^Vith dilTiculties of a like 
nature; for the Sukkur force would have two lines of com- 
munication and retreat oiicn, and reinforcements would pour 
down the Sutlej by water and through Bhawalpoorc by 
land. If he did not move northward, the British troops 
at Sukkur, taking a position on the edge of the desert with 
Shah-ghur and Jessulmeer in their rear, could menace his 
right flank, which would compel him to follow them into 
the desert; while tlie force at Hyderabad and that coming 
down from Feroz(‘[)oore, could close on both his flanks and 
on his rear, and cut off his sn])plics without abandoning 
their (uvn lines of communication. 

These observations show that Scindc has by the con- 
(|uest become a compact defensible well-defined frontier for 
India; but when it was in the ameers^ hands, it compelled 
the Indian governnumt to keep large bodies of troo|)s at 
the eastern side, on a longer and weaker frontitT-line, h‘ss 
defined and more costly. By that eompiest also a native 
power, having a regular organized governmi^it veluanenlly 
hostile to tlic British, was put away- -a power which could 
at any time have |)assed the desert to attack the Indian 
frontier in its whole length ; but which could not be so 
easily attacked in return, because whoever commands 
the watercourses is master of the desert. Upon these 
grounds it may be assumed that few regular troops will be 
wanted hereaftin’ for the defence of Scindc^ ; and those less 
for the security of the country than to give a strength to 
the frontier-line of the Upper Sutlej which it docs not 
nat n rally possess. 

** Kiirrachce, independent of its great importance in the 
general system of defence, will become so rich that it may 
tempt the hill tribes to rush down and plunder it : wherc- 
forc large fortifications arc there requisite. 

“Ahmed Khan, in the Ilala mountains, should likewise 
"^be made a fortified sanatorium, if found to be as salu- 
- brious as report makes it. But as yet its quality of 
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climate has only been tested in cool weather : it must J 
likewise be tested in the heat of June. Its position is^ 
good, and it covers the only known north road from 
Kurrachcc to Sehwan, which runs through the wild tracts 
of comitry formed by the roots of the Ilala hills. Those ^ 
hills are full of passes and scantily inhabited, yet the road^ 
is one of great traffic, and fever is sjud to be unknown at , 
Ahmed Khan. ^ 

All this seems irrelevant to the question of retaining or 
dismantling the native forts ; yet it shows that if the main 
points be strongly occupied, and yet fortified so as to be 
defended by a few men, their usual garrisons can on 
sudden emergencies send roving columns to suppress any 
insurrection. But if all the native forts are repaired and 
garrisoned, the troops in Scindc must be largely aug- 
mented, and parcelled in detachments, which a well-planned 
insurrection, boldly executed, and so timed as to turn the 
raging sun to account, might cut off or starve into sub- 
mission if not kept constantly stored with many months^j 
l)rovisions, which would be a constant expense. If so 
stored, the gaiTisons might indeed resist but could not 
march out to quell disturbances : moreover, most of the 
Torts, having been constructed wit li reference to the facility 
of obtaining water, are situated in low marshy places and 
very unhealthy. 

The plan adopted is to keep tlic troops as much as 
])ossible ill masses, and always in readiness to move in any 
direction to awe internal enemies. Against an invader 
the force of Southern Scinde will assemble at Hyderabad, 
and at Sukkur on the Indus; but jf^anjy||jyy^^ 
by the coast road from Soono-Mccaiiec, on the edge of 
the (Icdrosian desert, Kurrachec will become the point of 
concentration instead of Hyderabad and Sukkur, and 
there arc to the westward strong positions, on the Araliis 
or Hub river, which have been partially examined. If 
he forces them lie will still have to besiege Kurrachec 
before he can approach the Indus, which he will find in 
those lower jiarts without fords, and without boats, save 
those armed and organized to prevent the passage — in 
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CHAP. lV.^tself a difficult 0])cration even without opposition — but 
^ r what army could bring a siege-train through Bcloochistaii 

‘ ‘ to rcMlucc Kuri’aclicc ? 

^^Our j)rcsciit state of affairs may be thus described. 
We are only just getting firm hold of Scinde — we have 
►had a terrible sickness, and have not yet sulTicient cover for 
the troops because of the difficulty of obtaining artisans — 
Sve were, previous to the conquest, and ai*e still, very igno- 
rant of tlie country — we have liad to contend with 
])rejudice raised against us by tlu*, majority of the Indian 
newspapers, which havci, thougli in vain, laboured to 
make the officers appear dishououralihi, to create mutiny 
amongst tlu; sepoys, and to excite the Heloochees to rise 
upon us during the sickness. Y(^t with all these inipcdi- 
uumts to overcome, we have obtained a gras]) uj)Ou the 
country which the forces of all (hmtral Asia cannot loosc'n. 

From the first, the plan devedoped above, has been 
pertinaciously followed wdth a ])rospective not a monumtary 
lexpcdicncy ; where a fortification (‘xmld not lie'- constructed 
from want of time or means, houses were loojdioled, to bi‘ 
afterwards expanded to j)crmanent works ; therefore all 
that has l)cen cffcided forms, however minute in itsc'lf, a 
portion of a general plan, and belongs to the system. The 
conquest of Scinde does mnv, and wall still more hereaflcn* 
add to the security and strength of the north-west ern 
frontier of India, and it covers the soiith-AVCstern fron- 
tier. So far from adding to the expense of the Indian 
government, it w ill diminish it and augment the revenue 
of the ('ompany ; not only by thi', excess of receipts beyond 

the necessity of keeping on 
the Sutlej, and from Ferozepoor dow n to Cutch, so large 
a force as must luwc been maintained had Scinde remained 
under the ameers. 

The dangerous position of a Jb’itisb army on the upper 
Sutlej may be Avell conceived, if Scinde, CxAvalior, Nepaul 
and the Punjaub Avcrc liostile and united, an event which 
was very probable after the disaster at Cabool;* for the 
princes of those states did certainly send conficUmtial 
agi'nts to arrange treaties by word of mouth, and the 
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extent of their secret eoiilition can never be ascertained. cilAP. iv. 
This daiij^ei’ would have been very great if they had been 
allowed time to complete their arrangements : and there 
will always be peril, while native princes arc left on their 
thrones within the frontier. The people indeed arc gene- 
rally with us; but the people will follow their native op- 
pressors, because they are not civilized enough to think for 
themselves. 

extension of territory is however by no means 
desirable. The upper Sutlej is a better frontier-line thaui 
the upper Indus. Tlie coiupiest of the Punjaiib Avill soon 
be forced upon us, but it is not at all desirable. It would 
imUicd bi'. desirable to possess llhawalpoore, and Sciiuhv 
was certainly necessary to the security of the north-eastery 
frontier. The cry j’aised against the conquest, is as iiicom- 
prelicnsible as the reasoning on it, which would set aside the 

of^o^^to pre-^ 

serve} thc^w^’^of |jnv treacherous cmc^^wli^ ffgMW 
on aJNtaNHileii bfiMlkiliMiMbib 

As we camijyi^^MMBWi^oi LafYl^ ^walnooi^^ 
best tiling is to make the Nawab both frieiidlyarm power-'* 
ful, he will tlien have more to lose if lu' behaves ill. 
llis detliroiKaueiit would give us .an unbroken trout i(,*r-liuo 
from the mouths of the Indus to the sources of the Sutlej, 
and the great advantage of having a river for a front ien* is 
obvious. It furnishes a definite boundary and dot's not 
separate the people on its banks, they mix as civilization 
advances. A mountain frontier prevents friendly int(;r- 
course btjtween the tribes on each side ; they pillage (iach 
other to the great inconvenience of the most civilized, 
and a state of aggression and hatred becomes jjcrmanent 
and virulent. 

The western frontier of Scindc under the ameers, was 
the Arabis river, which can be traced northwards for about 
one hundred and thirty miles; from thence the boundary- Sec Plan No. I. 
line was a chain of liills, forming part of the Hala range of 
mountains and also about one hundred find thirty miles 
in length, ending near Chfyylj^^of the 
Prom Chandia it strikes off, forgone hmidred and^orty 
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CHAP. IV. miles ill a north-eastern direction, running parallel to the 
1844^ Indus at an average distance of forty miles, until it 
touches the foot of the Ciitchcc hills and there turns down 
to the river, which it falls iij)on at Kusmorc. That por- 
tion which joins Chandia to the Cutchec hills is chiefly 
desert, and the whole line of boundary is positively defined 
by rivers, mountains and sandy wastes : it is ge nerally^ 
w ell kno^ i, and a good frontier to adliere to on that side. 
The resources for defence are also very good on the lower 
jind on the upper parts ; but the llala range is not known 
beyond the general cliaracter of mountains, namely that 
tliey liave their ordinary passes, and can be crossed every- 
where wlien circumstances require the effort.” 

» Snell were the external relations of Scinde, its interior 
condition and its intrinsic value shall be shown in the 
next chapter. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Notwithstanding the disturbance of tlie civil adminis- 
tration^ caused liy the visitations mentioned in the fore- 
going cliaptcr, the progress of tlie public works and tlie 
vigorous repression of crime, taught the peo])Ie, that wliile 
force was exhibited good only was intended. Inquiries as 
to the natural and artificial productions were set on foot, 
and it was found that in pottery the Scindiaiis were pe- 
culiarly skilful, that the Tattah manufactures might be 
in time revived, and the natural productions were rich and 
varied. Grain of all kinds, which might be grown in un- 
limited quantities, opium, tobacco, soda, indigo, alum and 
sugar. Iron was to be found in the Ilala mountains, and 
near them sulphur of the first quality, easily obtairuKl ; 
saltpetre was ab undant, and in the Delta ^ rc discovered 
beds of the purest salt fourteen feet thick. Vast tracts - 
of fine timber lined the banks of the Indus, and every- 4 
where the land gave the lie to the shameless assertions that^ 
Scinde was a "barren waste, incapable of sustaining a ‘ 
large [)OX)ulation.^^ Cotton, indigo, and sugar, only wanted • 
the advantage of good methods of cultivation to exceeds 
the same products in any part of India, and Sir C. Napier , 
endeavoured to improve tlie sugar cultivation by pro- ^ 
curing Wcst-Indiaii canes from Egypt, where they liad^< 
been introduced with success ; but this effort was m alig - ^ 
n antly frustrated b}^ Bombay o fficials, who retained the i 
plants tlicrc mitil they died. 

The new police were now creeping over the face of the ' 
Country, establishing their power by degrees and enabling 
the collectors to organize the judicial system, to obtain 
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lufornHiiion, oiifoi-fo tlio collection of taxes with greater 
impjirtiality, and protect tlie gatlioring of the antunmal 
har>'est on which the revenue chiefly depended. 

No site for a sanatorium had yet been discovered, and the 
Avant of health hil barracks could not l)e renuulied, because 
a scarcity of artisans was renewed by the recent pesti- 
Ienci\ A first effort to establish a sanatorium at Ahmed 
Khan, the favourite residence of the great sidtan of that 
name, had not been fortunate, and the failure, conjoined 
with want of cover, compelled the hurried building of 
bari*acks — wdicn the artisans returned — at great cost, and 
b(dbre the best sites could be ascertained. JMeamvliile the 
soldiers were hutted in various parts, and moved, wdieu 
carcannstances would permit, according to the season, so 
as to avoid tlie evil influence of the river. But that like- 
w ise w'as attended with difficulties ; for during the inun- 
dation th(^ waters pursued them everywhere over the 
plains, while the mountains WT,re generally without water, 
and w ithout roads for the conveyance of provisions and 
materials for hutting. These endjarrassments, whi(*li 
w'cre cruelly augmented by the elfeids of the fever on the 
pojjulation, had rendered the cool season nearly a blank 
for work, and the administration had now to drag itself 
along as it co^j^ jii the raging heat. 

Amongst the many vexations to be encountered, none 
^\cn) more wearisome than the thwart ings of otlicial 
hnen — not only those impelled by factious motives but 
others, described as good men and honest, but little 
’men, who sincerely believed the governor of Scinde might 
to be gibbeted as an example to innovators ; and w ho, 
with their official meshes tied him dow^u as (lulliver was 
by the Lilliputians ; and whenever he broke loose wdiich 
^w’as not seldom, a flight of small poisoned missives were 
sure to follow. AVhen all his time and energies were 
required to insure tranquillity and the safety of his armv, 
hundreds of letters, especially from the Bombay gmern- 
ment offices, civil and military, were transmitted to and 
fro three or four times on the commonest matters, while 
the most important ones wxre indefinitely delayed ; and 
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this immense unnecessary labom* was, there is much reason 
to believe, imposed on him in a climate proverbially dis- 
tressinj^ and exhausting to European constitutions, ])iir- 
posely, in the a illanous hope of destroying life 1 
Amidst these difnculties the protection of Upper Scinde, 
Avest of the Indus, against tlic mountain and hill tri))es 
Avas become a subject of great anxiety. Many chicjfs of 
the former had not made salaam, and tAvo Avere in arms, 
plundering. The latter Averc at open Avar on the simple 
principle of spoil, Avithout pretending a political inotiA c ; 
and though the irregular caA^alry had been avcU disposed, 
and precise arrangements made for its protective a(;tion 
along the tormented frontier, the hillmeu\s forays Avere 
made Avith circumstances of frightlSTtbro^^ and there 
Av as danger of the example exciting not only the Khelat 
mountain-tribes, but the Scindiaii ehiefs of the Mala 
range to the same courses. To prevent this, Filzgerahrs 
camel corj)s Avas c|uartered at Tj arkaana , and he Avas ordered 
to coristrue?^jjitroin^ojH^ base for his opera- 

tions. Soon after his arrival he made a march of one 
hundred miles in tAventy-four hours, and carried off a 
criminal chief from the midst of his tribe, Avhieh so awed 
tfie other recusant SciudiaAi chiefs, tluy offered to make 
their salaams. Even the hillmen beeame ahirmed, a mo- 
mentary fear as after events proved, yet it gave the poor 
villagers a short respites 

^ At this time all danger of an Affghan descent to raise 
the Beloochees in fimnir of the Lion ceased. For that 
•unhappy prince having besought the aid of the (yandahai 
diicfs, was by those perfidious barbarians treated, as he 
alTarbarian himself, should have anticipated, and as the 
general had foreseen Avhen he described him as a king avIu 
Vas his own ambassador. Having got all they could from 
him by cajolery, they set persons at night to converse with 
TTTs servants, telling them to provide for their oavu safety 
as the ameer had been sold for two lacs and a half to the 
P Bah adoor Jung.” The ])oor exile thus deceived, mounted 
his horse and fled to the Cutchcc liills, where he Avas avcII 
received, and commenced anew his efforts to raise com- 
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JIIAP. V. motions in Scinde ; but as the Bhoo^tccs, with whom he 
resided, were then at feud witli the Murrccs his schemes 
^ failed. The hopes of the Bombay faction were thus again 

•baflied ; and tlicir political prophecies as to insurrections, 
were Jit the same time signally belied by the sudden sub- 
emission of all the western Scindian chiefs. These men, who 
had hitherto held out, were now induced by MtzgcrahVs 
vigorous action and the growing influence of the new 
government to su})init. One hundred and fifteen came 
down towjirds Kurnichcc with their armed followers — in 
’number au Jirmy — on the 21st of Mjirch, but halted 
avithin ten miles and sent this hiconic message — ^^ c are 


TluTreply was— but come not with arms or woe 
awjiiis you ! Down went all the wejipons and they entered 
tlic camp like suppliants. 

^ Greeted somewhat sternly, they were asked why tlicy 
,had not come sooner? ^^AVe were too much frightened 
to jippcjir in your prSSHWy y 

Of wdiat were you afrjiicTP^^^'^^^TP^^ knoiv, but 

W'C come now to lay ourselves down Jit your feet, you ard>^ 
our king, we pray for pardon ^ 

AVeil, chiefs ! Answer this ! Have I done evil to itilH 
person except in fair fight? — ^^No! you have been mer- 
ciful to all, every one says so.” Then why were you * 
afraid? — ^'AVc do not know^, you arc our king, pardon 
us and we will guard th(5 country from your enemies.” 

1 do not want you to guard anything; you saw my 
camel soldiers, 1 cjin send as mjiny regiments as there arew 
cjimels. I can defend Scinde, I do not w^ant you to . 
defend it, I want you to be good servants to the qucbft^ 
my mistress. — ^^Wc will be!” — Come then and imike^ 
salaam to her picture. They did so, and were thu!f* 
addressed. There is peace between us. All Scinde 
now belongs to my queen, and we arc henceforth fello^ 
subjects; but I am here to do justice, and if after this 
voluntary submission any of yqu rob or plunder, I will|| 
march into your country jmd destroy the offender and liis 
tribe. Chiefs ! you all know I w on the battles when I had ^ 
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only five thousand men, 1 have now fifteen thousand, and 
a hundred tho usand more will come at my eall ; you will 
believe therefore that this is not an empty threat; but let^ 
peace be between us, and I give back to all their jagheers, 

» and what they possessed under the ameers.” Then they 
all cried out, You are our king ! what you say is true, 
let it be so ! wc arc your slaves ! ” 

These terms being settled, they were told the troops 
should be shown to them in order of battle. They did -< 
not like that; few had ever seen a European, they knew 
nothing of civilized customs, feared it was a design to kill 
them without danger, and their terror, which had been 
very evident throughout the conference, visibly augmented. 
The general observing this conversed familiarly with 
them, and discovering some who had been in the battles " 
and knew him again by sight, he bantered them, de- 
manding why they had run away when his cavalry charged * 
at Dubba? llecause we were frightened answered one 
with a quiet simplicity; and that also was the reason 1 
did not come here sooner ; for it is said that you like the 
men who stood and fought better than those who fled — 
and I fled.” Another shrewd -old chief being told lie had 
been close on the rear of the army with ten thousand 
men while Mecance was being fought, quickly answered 
"No! I had only eight thousand.” Then he named 
the tribes who were in march to join the ameers, showing 
that more than eighty thousand warriors would have 
been assembled if thS tattle had bccii dcla/cd ; and 
these statements tallied so accurately with the reports 
of the spies at the time as to leave no doubt of their 
correctness. 

This conversation excited merriment with the majority, 
but the general, whose jests and behaviour were all 
calculated, observed several stem-looking m(m who could 
not be movcil to laughter, and who were evidently ready 
for mischief when opportunity offered, bending only to 
circumstances : wherefore, persisting in his design to 
give them a lesson as to what they might cx])ect in war 
by showing them his troops, he drew out two European 
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and two sepoy regiments, six f'lins well horsed, and his 
own j^iiards ol’one hundred Seine! ian cavalry. , 
i^^,The reluetancc of the chiefs to appear at the review 
. was not disguised, yet they came to his door on horseback 
at tlie hour appointed, ])urposely a late one, and rode to 
^the li(jld, where the troops, after marching past, fonnc'd line 
“Tind threw out skirmishers. Of this they all seemed to think 
little; ])ut when tlie line advanced their thoughts changed. 

That is the way you came on at Diibha,’^ exedaimed a 
- brave Llmgarce leader, and the others ci’ied ont, By 
Allah ! it is a wall. — A moving wall. Nothing can with- 
stand that. Oil Padishaw, you are mastcT of the world !” 
A long and well-sustained file fire with a cannonade was 
tlicu opened, and continued until the air was so agitated 
"“they could not hear each other speak, whereupon the fii’c 
suddenly ceased and tlic line charged sliouting. Tlu^si^ 
• two things astonished them most ; they had heard of the 
great rapidity of the British musketry fin*, but had not 
believed in it. Soon the artillery sought refuge, as from 
cavalry, and the troops formed sepia res. It was then 
dusk and the sheets of bright flame covering those small 
masses, with the rapid march of the guns over the rocky 
heights in the vicinity, amazed and delighted them. 
When their exclamations discovered this temper of mind 
they were dismissed with assurance that they had received 
the honours paid to kings in Eurojic, which pleased tluan; 
and the gen eral w as satisfi ed that fear, and content as to 
their fiitflre condition, would keep them true, unless events 
very unfavourable to the British supremacy should arise to 
awaken other thoughts. 

Now he felt master of Sciude, as a conqueror and as a 
legislator; for all these chiefs had submitted voluntarily, 
and his policemen, who had fought several times success- 
fully with the smaller robber bands, had been gemirally 
aided by tlni Belooehee villagers. They were also become 
so amenable to discipline, that one of their natives oirK^ers, 
having robbed by virtue of his ollice in the eastern 
manner, and flogged a villagia*, was sent undei* guard ol 
his own men to the place of his offence, was forced to refund 
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the sum taken, liad his uniform stri])pe(l off, anil received CHAP. V. 
in right the number of lashes he had bestowed in wrong. igu. 

A kardar also of groat jiower and inllucnce, possessing a 
jaghcer of five thousand acres, being detected in public 
frauds and oppression of the poor, lost his jagheer, was 
mulcted in five hundred pounds, and sent to work on tlic 
roads in (diains. These examples spread far and wide. 

^^This is justice” exclaimed the people. When beibre 
this was it ever known that the ofiicers of the government 
were ])unished for ill-treating a x)oor villager? The 
padishaw is great, he is just.” 

Tn April, the sick being reduced from twelve thousand 
to less than nine liundrcd, the roads and levels for the 
canals, the general surveys, the barracks, and the mole 
making good progress, and the universal goodwill to- 
wards the government being apparent, the organization 
of two battalions of native Helooehce troops was com- 
menced, with a view to lessen the number of regidar 
soldiers employed in Scindc. The general knew those 
battalions, although there were amongst them men who 
had fought at Meeanec, would be true against tluj S(nkhs ; 
and if an insurrection hap|)ened their d(‘f(?ction would be* 
of little consequence beyond the loss of their arms. Of 
insurrection however, he had so little dread, that he would 
have restored two regiments to the llombay govermnent, 
beii}g certain, if the Lhinjaidi was settled, he could hold 
8cinde in tranquillity; but the nations and tiilics beyond , 
the frontier were all disturbed by the Seikh commotion 
and some new menacing movements by the C.^utchec hill- 
men, and the unreasonable alarm which they created in the 
mind of the officer commanding ait Sukkur gave him ait 
this time uneasiness. 

General Sale had come to Kurrachee on his waiy to\ 

Englaiiid, and his temporary successor, conjuring U}) imai- * 
ginary enemies, thought and saiid he should be Cuhnoled^ 
though im^^mprc than six thousand warriors could come . 
ag ainst him from the* hills before reinforcements arrived. 

The Cabool massaxcrc haxd iiidcecl t^mlici^l British 1 ml ia», 
iind still haiuiitcd weak minds; showing lunv justly Naij)^ 
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Icon assipjncd tlio greatest ])roportiou of force in Avar to 
moral influence's. Sir C. Na|)ier as keenly sensible of the 
truth of this Tn:i\iin as liis subordinate Avas of the Cabool 
influence^ sent llripulicr Simpson to take tlie comniaud 
ill Upper Seiude ; and mcaiiAvliilc, as the spring liarvest Avas 
gathered and the submission of the Imndred and fifteen 
western chieftains complete, he resolved to put in execution 
a measure commanded by Lord Ellcnborough at the closer 
of the preceding year, but AAdiich the sickness and other 
eviad s had <lelayed — ^namely to issue a summons for all the 
Scindian llcloochce chiefs to meet in Durbar at llyder- 
iibad, and there do homage on her majesty's birthday. 

Such a great ceremony Avas desirable, as a sign and a 
Avarningto surrounding tribes and nations that Scinde Avas 
irrevocably and Avillingly a llritish province; but Avhen Lord 
Ellenborough called for it, neither he nor Sir C. Napier ex- 
pected more than tAVO or three thousand Beloochces, chici's 
and folloAvcrs, to assemble. Now it Avas discovered that twinity 
or thirty thousand Ai^ould appear, and not a Durbar but a 
formidable army, Avhich might in a moment take oftence 
and rcncAV the Avar, Avas to be dealt Avith. The affair was 
serious, and recourse was had to policy for rcndiTing it 
harmless ; yet the general Avas proudly confident it Avould 
cud in a signal rebuke to the detestable factions, which in 
Bombay and in England were then daily announcing that 
force alone prevented a general insurrection. 

He might hoAvcver have reasonably feared Anolence at 
jjuch a meeting, for scarcely could a tribe be named Avhich 
had not to deplore the deaths of their bravest warriors 
slain in the battles : one old man had lost his Avholc tribe, 
none Averc left but himself! Yet often he came to sec his 
conqueror, received presents from him, and would find 
^consolation in speaking of his oavu calamity, ncAcr show- 
ing anger tliough nearly crazed Avith grief. NcA^crthelcss 
the presence of many a desperate vengeful Beloochcc, 
Jbrainsick ^ the fal l of his race, Avas to be exj^cted ; and 
as they were all fatalists, careless o^life and hold ing 
assassination t o be no jjp me — some of them also religious 
fanatics — a sudden death-stroke, covered by a tumult and 
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followed by fi combat^ was far from unlikely, even tliougli 
no previous design of violence had been entertained. 
For such risks however his mind wij^ always as well 
prepared and braced as it was for open battle ; and the 
unshrinking nerve with which he could sustain the ap- 
j)roach of seeming mischief had been previously shown in 
the following remarkable manner. 

An Indian sword-player declared at a great i)ublic 
festival, that he could cleave a small lime laid on a man's 
palm without injury to the member, and the general 
extended his right hand for the trial. The sword -player, 
aAved by his rank, was reluctant and cut the fruit horizon- 
tally. Being urged to fulfil his boast he examined the 
palm, said it was not one to be experimented upon with 
safety, and refused to ])rocced. The general then extended 
his left hand, which was admitted to be suitable in form ; 
•yet the Indian still declined the trial, and when pressed, 
twice waved his thin keen-edged blade as if to strike, and 
twice withheld the blow, declaring he was uncertain of 
success. Finally he was forced to make trial, and the 
lime fell open cleanly divided — the edge of the sword had 
just marked its passage over the skin without drawing a 
drop of ])lood ! 

But this meeting involved great political interests, and 
other than personal dangers were to be apprehended ; 
wherefore, as before observed, recourse was had to adroit 
management. First, under pretence of sparing the chiefs 
a long journey, those of Tapper Scindc were required to 
wait on General Simpson at Shikarpoor, by which a part 
of the multitude was thrown off. And at Hyderabad, the 
place of conference was appointed between tlie I'hullaillce 
and the Indus, the w^cstern tribes being to assemble on the 
right bank of the latter river, opposite the intrenched cam]) ; 
the eastern tribes on the right bank of the Bhullaillce, and 
consequently on the left bank of the Indus. The steamers 
were to float bctwx'cn the tw^o bodies which therefore 
could not unite, and the concentrated British troops were 
covered from both by the rivers. 

With these precautions the assembling of an unusually 
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lar^o Britisli forrc^ could bo avoided^ wliicli wjis desirable, 
because of the heat, and because insolence mij'bt be excited 
by an appearance fear ; and any show of distnist nii‘>jht 
produce panic, seeing that tlie Jlcloocliccs, arguing from 
tlu'ir own customs, were not devoid of suspicion that a 
general massacre was designed. Tlicre were however to be 
four thousand men and sixteen guns, having the su])port of 
a fortress and an intrenched camp covered by two rivers, 
on one of which were the armed steamers; and it wjis 
arranged to call tlie llclooehces over the river by tribes — 
none to pass either stream until called. It was also pro- 
claimed, that chieftains only should a])pear at the assembly 
armed. Thus preserving the haughty tone and domi- 
nation of a conqueror, the ge neral calculated that he 
sliould awe those wild warriors, most of wdiom only knew 
of him by his battles, while he tested their temper, seeing 
that any violation of this command would have argued a 
readiness for Violence. 

The Durbar was appointed for May, and meanwhile, 
taking an escort of sixty irregular horsemen, Sir Charles 
rode to Jlyderabad through the Jokea territory without 
attending to frinpuaited routes. lie had been strongly 
advis('d not to do so, heard of strange dilliculties, which 
he disregardc’d, and found as hc^ expected a generally 
lertile district witli easy passes over the lower ranges 
of those very hills which had been described to him 
as of terrible asperity. In one of them his attention was 
attracted to the coloiu* and great weight of the stones, 
indicating the presence of iron, and lu'. was afterwards 
informed by a Beloochcc chief that iron was there obtained 
and used in the fabrication of arms. 

While at Hyderabad he visited the field of Mceance, 
where a large tomb was being raised by the Tlcloochccs 
over the body of Jehan Mohamed, the chief killed in 
single combat by Captain McMurdo. Another w^as com- 
plcted over the brave sw^ordsmau who had assailed himself, 
and w^as slain by Lieutenant Marstou. This tomb was on 
Ihe spot where the man fell. Tliat of Jeliau was advanced 
far beyond the line where the Ib'itish troops fought, as if 
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he had broken through — an indication of military ])ride 
not lost upon the legislator : he viewed it as marking a 
ginierous love of Jionour in the Beloochec race which 
could 1)0 made available for attaching tlicm to the new 
gtncnimcnt. 

Haring terminated the business which brought him to 
Ilyderabadj he returned to Kurrachce by a dilfcrent road, 
taking notes of all that might conduce to the future 
welfare of the country ; but while thus engaged he was 
disquieted with news of another incursion made by tlie 
llhoogtees, Jackranees and Doomkees, at the instigation 
of the Lion, and executed with unusual ferocity. For it 
wjis not common with the Hcloochees to ill-treat Avomcii 
and children in their feudal Avars; yet licre they had 
destroyed the village of Mcan-Ka-Kote, kilhnl forty 
peo[)le, and cut otf the hands of children to get at 
• their bracelets ! This ferocity, Jind the dreadful misery of 
the frontier inhabitants exposed to such inroads, made 
him r(jsolve, if gentler means failed, to compel those tribes 
to become quiet neighbours, either by stimulating other 
tribes to hostility against them, or by subduing them 
with regular warfare, and sAveeping them from their hills. 
By the first he lioped to make them settle further from 
the frontier, and to that he Avas most inclined, foreseeing 
all fliWfliiliculties of the second; one or other a\ as hoAv- 
ever imperative ; for the mischief Avas become intolerable 
in itself and pregnant with future evils. Already Cutch 
(iundavajihad been rendered desolate, and the Scindian 
fi’onticr was nearly as miserable; feAV villages Avere left 
standing; and scarcely any cultivators were to be found 
between Shikarpoore, and Poolagee the stronghold of 
Beja the Dhoomkee wlio had made this inroad: Avdtli 
exception of a few idle men in league with the robbers, 
the whole population was preparing to emigrate. ' 

Beja Khan, celebrated for his strength , courage and 
cntcr])rise, was embued Avi th an inveterate Iiatred o f the 
Ihiglish, having been, as he asserted, perfidiously entrapped 
during the Atfghan Avar by (^aplain Postaiis, a sub-political 
agent. Ilis wrongs howcvci’ could not be considered aH 
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HAP. V. this time, because he had, after his liberation, made a 
18 i 7. treaty with the British ; and though a subject of Khelat, 
which was in alliance, had now ravaged a part of Scinde. 
The khan of Khelat himself had received a considerable 
sum of money from Sir C. Napier and was inclined to hold 
faith ; but he was a boy, unable to control his Durbar, 
and being menaced and interfered with by the chiefs of 
Candahar was thus openly disobeyed by Beja Khan, Avho 
was also secretly encouraged by the Khelat sirdars. 

This state of affairs was very disquieting. The Scinde 
frontier was being depopulated, the governor's reputation 
must sink in the opinion of the surrounding people if ho 
did not avenge the injury, and military negligence had 
certainly caused the disaster. The irregular cavalry 
disposed along the frontier w^erc sufficient to have pre- 
vented the foray, or at least met and punished the robbers, 
and some signal chastisement was therefore called for;, 
but as the hot season was rapidly advancing, to take the 
field then would cost the lives of many soldiers. The 
raging sun had been indeed braved the year before to 
break up the Inon^s power and effect the sudden conquest 
of Scinde — those objects being sufficiently great to justify^ 
the measure — but the punishment of these robber tribes • 
was not commensurate with the risk, and therefore action • 
was reluctantly suspended until the cool weather. HP 
The hope of civilizing those wild people by gentle 
means, grafted upon a \igorous repression of their lawless 
proceedings, was however still entertained; ai^ in that 
view it was designed to inform them that past transgres- 
sions would be pardoned if they ceased from further 
offence ; if not, their country would be devastated ; but 
previous to sending this message, an untoward event 
inteiTcned to give a new aspect and greater importance to 
kheir waifarc. It happened thus. Sir C. Napier had been 
importuned to allow of an attempt to surprise Beja in his 
town of Poolagee7BccailS&Tritzgerald of the camel corps, 
who hacTlorincily raided tficrc, thougjit his knowledge of 
the place would enable him lo take the chief in his bed. 
^uch a stroke would have 4>ccn very conducive to the 
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general’s views and he consented. He liad not been told 
Poolagec was a walled place or he would ^ave refused 
altogether ; but he knew a w atchM bj^^a n like Bep 
was not t o be t^ei| by a careless operation, and that 
failure woiiTd be liurtful in a political view and dangerous 
to the troops employed ; wherefore he enjoined absolute 
secrecy as to the enterprise, and brder^ the following 
dispositioiis ^to b e observed. ^ 

The camel corps was to make a forced march of sixty* 
miles to reach P oola^e ; the"^irrc^.ar cavalry was* to 
"^follow in support, and be in turn supported by infantry 
with guns ; moreover, not liking to trust the operation 
entirely to the sanguine young man who had proposed it, 
nor the superintendence of it to the officers in temporary 
command at Sukkur and Shikarjioor, he desired that 
nothing should be attempted until General Simpson, then 
on his way to assume the chief command in Upper Scindc 
and well instructed as to this particular enterprise, should 
arrive. With these precautions he thought no serious 
mischief could happen. But war is never without its 
crosses from time, circumstances, and persons ; Simpson 
was not waited for, secrecy was not observed, and tlic 
system of supports was entirely neglected. 

Five hundred horsemen under Captain Tait, and two 
hundred of the camel corps imdcr Fitzgerald, mareheck 
across the desert, lost their way , and arrived at eight 
o^ clock in the morning, exhausted with fati|; ue3 before a 
fortress, defended by a good garrison of several liundrcd 
matchlock-men under Beja, who had obtained accurate" 
knowledge of the design. Fitzgerald with inipctuousH 
resolution led his men against the gate, designing to blow 
it open with a sack of powder; carried by the same 
sergeant who had effected that exploit at Ghuznee in 
Lord Kcanc^s Affghan campaign; but the Bhooghtccs 
killed the gallant sergejint with nine other soldiers, and 
wounded twenty-one. How Fitzgerald cscjipcd death none 
could say, for striding in his gigantic strength at the head* 
of the stormers he was distinguished alike by his size and' 
daring, and well known of person to numbers of the" 
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nintclilock-mcn on tlio walls, yet without a 

wound ! Iri^tated by his repulse, and naturally vehement 
I ttavie .renewed _the attack, but Captaiu Tait 

ordered a retreat. This 


iis was ma( ]^ with diffi culty and 
^ could not have been effected at all, if water had not beej^ 
^ found at an abandoned post in the desert calle d (^huttar, 
^fortunately o^rlooked b^y the enemy when filling up the 
^her wells to impede tlie march* F rom Chuttar the. 
\e treat w^as continued to Kani^hur^ the nearest Scindiai^- 
^[>osf, ^by an uuruterrupted imrch of s cveiity-fiyc miles 
under a buruirif^ sun, which was sustained with noblo^ 
^*en(n\e:y. Only one exhausted soldier fell during the 
movement, and a few moments after a Jaehranee came np' 
^an’d cut him to pieces; ]^\xt vengeance soon follow^cd; the 
same Jachraiiee having tried to spy in a village, was seized 
and delivered up by the villagers, and being a noted 
nidiau was immediately hanged. 

Orcat had been the firmness of the sepoys in this aflair, 
and tlic two young oflicers who had acted so rashly fell 
sick w ith chagrin; hut the intrejiidity displayed at the attack 
and the hardihood of the reircat, were so conspicuous, the 


[ ^^^ neral smothered his vexation — which was yet so great 
as to bring on fever — rather than augment their mortifi- 
cation. ' He Avas at first inclined to go* to Sukkur,.but was 
wit hheld by a motive that had actu ated him from the 
time he won his first battle, offering aii illustratiou of 
the sulitlc combiuatious of mor al and material power by 
Avhich he effected such great actions. Once placed in the 
commanding position of a conqueror he had resolved never 
to ajipcju* wdicrc he could not strike heavily, lest the feme 
of his prow'^ess should abate. After the battle of Dubba, 
tliiukiug Omercote would jrcsist and he should not have 
time to besiege it, he w^ould not go there in person ; and 
now h e wQ idd not approach the scene of this disaster 
until the season should permit him to take the field in a 
formidable manner. 

^ While revolving in his mind si remedy for the political] 
misrliiel’ this failure might ])ro(liiee, another proof of the 
'entire ^ascendancy he had obtained over tiic Jleloochcc 
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race was furiiislu'd by the two powerful clii(?ftains of tlic 
" Chaudikas hn d' Mngzces — ^the first a Scindiaii, the last a 
Klielat tribe. Hearing of tlic defeat at Poplagcc, they 
proficrcil their s\\^ords to war against llcja and against 
their old master the Lion. . Wullee the deader of the 
ChandiaiiS; Avhose vow of fidelity has been recorded^ w\as 
1‘oreinost on this occasion to ofifer his services, and they 
w(jrc gladly accepted, as certain to occupy the attention of 
the robber tribes during tlie hot Avcjithcr ; iit the termi- 
nation of which more formidable combinations could he 
made. Nor was the brave old Chandiau slack to fulfil 
his promises. Before tlic 15tli of May he killed above 
forty of the Jackraiiccs JOH^eut in more tlian fivelmn- 
(Irci hciul of tlieir cattle, 

Hcjjds foray — instigaled by the^^^JKran and for liis 
behoof— furnished another * proof that the ameers had 
no‘4iold over the minds of their former feudatories. No 
man assumed arms in their favour ; not a sound of 
si'dition was heard; and two of the most powerful tribes 
Jiad, as just show ii, voluntarily taken arms to punish the 
predatory iiivadi'rs. The fame of the exploit, magnified 
by JBcja liimself, spread however, far into Asia; Jie, was 
looked to as a chii ftain capable of defeating tlie Fering- 
hees, and thus obtained a swollen reputation and immense 
iulluence ; but for tlic ameers no man would fight, none 
(!(\sire(l their return. Yet this time w^as chosen by the 
Bomliay faction proclaim that the SKfnnismm of the 
people was that which the lamb paid to the wolf and 
that they only watched an opportunity for insurrection I 

Tlic condition of Scinde was at this period very hapiiy 
in all things save the killing of women in families, and 
these predatory excursions ; hut Sir C. Napier’s determi- 
nation to free the country from both those evils \vi\h thus 
expressed. — "I have declared that women shall not he 
foully murdered, and that merchants shall travel in safi^ty, 

I have hanged twelve men to repress the first crime and 
I w ill hang twuilvc hundred if necessary. For the robhiTs, 
if lliev will not be quiet and give hostages for their good 
behaviour, 1 will Avith au arjuy, lay their count ryVaste. 
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^ CHAP. V. They come with fire and sword into our territory ; they 
^41^ shall be visited with fire and sM^ord in retumj^ and I will 
undertake that without compunction, because I can save 
their women and children although they have not re- 
spected ours/^ There was however another subject of 
disquietude thus described. 

" Seikhs and Mooltanees have certainly glided through 
the hills with a view to depredations — a strong indication 
of what the Punjaub army, which is now gathered on the 
right of the Sutlej will do. The lawless state of that 
army must bring on a war. It is impossible that the 
Indian government can permit seventy thousand armed 
ruffians to hang on her frontier, ready at any moment — 

across the river and 
ravage our nortl^estem provinces ; nor can the govern- 
ment afford the expense and vexation of keeping up there 
and in Scinde strong armies of observation. The frontiers 
of Mooltan and Scinde touch, and for my part I will not 
suffer the kick of a fly from Sawan Mull. He professes 
friendship and he sh^ keep faith or take the consc- 
quences. Yet I pray that he may not provoke me, that 
no war may break out, I want to see no more; it is 
fearful work in its best form, and revolting to me. I 
hate it, though humanity will certainly gain by a Punjaub 
conquest as it has done by the Sciudian one. What 
I rejoice to look at is the zeal wdth which our young 
officers, my soldier-civilians, work, in defiance of the sun 
and of fever and the debilitating influence of climate, to 
do good and dispense justice to the people ; and I believe 
the latter arc sensible of their merits and grateful, for 
everywhere we meet with civility and all the appearance 
of goodwill.” 

The time for holding the great Durbar having now 
arrived. Sir C. Napier repaired to Hyderabad, travelling 
under a sun which was beginning to shoot its fiercest 
rays. The fortress was restricted in size for holding the 
conference, and danger was to be, dreaded if it was filled 
with fighting men while an army of Peloochees was with- 
out ; but the necessity of having shade for all overruled 



ADMINISTRATION OF SCINDE. 


109 


tliis objection, and the chiefs were admitted inside with 
their followers, under the regulation before mentioned. 
Amongst them were a thousand jagheerdars, who, from 
fear and distrust, had never before submitted, but noAv 
made their salaams and reeeived pardon. It was a spec- 
tacle of great magnifieence and still greater interest. 
Nearly twenty, thousand llclooqhees, horsemen and foot- 
men, in their bright tinted habiliments, erowded the banks 
of the two rivers, on one of wliich floated the armed 
steamers. Under tluit brilliant sky the many-eoloured 
multitudes, bearing the flags and streamers of their tribes, 
were seen lining the biuiks of the rivers, while tribe after 
tribe passed amidst discordant shouting and the thundering 
of guns in salute. All were obedient to the order about 
arms, and all hastened to proffer their entire submission 
to the man wlio had, within a few miles of that place, only 
fourteen months before covered the ground with their 
slaughtered kinsmen. 

He received them day after day, he walked amongst 
them, ho was closely surrounded by hundreds; yet no 
man thought of revenge, none proffered a word of anger — 
the battles had been fairly fought, the blows manfully 
exchanged, and all remembrance of the hurt was merged 
ill a feeling of gratitude to the conqueror who had so 
promptly stayed the terror of the sword and substituted 
for it a beneficent legislation. The speeches of the chiefs, 
filled with eastern compliments, were only accepted as 
sincere when corroborated by their actions; yet there 
were feelings exhibited which could not be mistaken. 
One very old man endeavouring to force a way 'to the 
general was pushed back; but he struggled and cried 
with a loud voice I will not be put back I have come 
two hundred miles to sec him and I will do so — ^let me 
pass. 

During the three days of the ceremony a hot wind 
from the desert struck fourteen European soldiers of the 
86th dead, and the regiment afterwards became very 
sickly for a time. It was a grievous calamity, and the 
Bombay faction did not fail to raise a cry of murder; 
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CHAP. V. saying the deaths arose from exposing the troops to 

1814 . protect Sir C. Napier; but it so happened, the greatest 

number of men stricken were not in any manner con- 
nected with the guard of honour, which was by these 
malignant persons called a guard of safety — though it 
was never near his person — becaus e their hope that his 
career would have been firulpfl by knife was 

disappointed. Accident and the govcrnor-gcncrars orders 
had forced him to hold this great meeting in the heat, as 
the necessity of putting down the Lion had compelled him 
the year before to take the field at the same season — and 
these things he did, " because without them results which 
appeared to the unthinking as easily arrived at could 
not have been attained ; but they are vital experiments!^ 
The cry of blood raised by the Bombay faction was 
however only an ebullition of rage at seeing its vile 
prognostications so signally falsified. 

At this memorable Durbar was arranged that most 
delicate and difficult portion of the basis of all government, 
— ^thc tenure of landed property. Under the ameers it 
had been variable and insecure. The jagheers, some of 
which were sixty square miles, had been always granted 
on military service tenure; but the jagheerdars were only 
tenants at will, and that will very capricious, the whole 
system going to foster a community of legalized robbers. 
Sir C. Napier had before substituted mattock and spade for 
the service of shield and sword, the jaghcerdar being 
bound to produce labourers for public works instead of 
warriors for public mischief. Now he restored to the sons 
of all ‘jagheerdars who had fallen in liattle against him 
their fathers^ lands ; and to them and all others lie gave 
the choice of payiflg rent instead of holding their laud on 
the service tenure. 

This rent was not based on the value of the jaghcer — 
that would have been resisted sword in hand, because the 
lands had been received as gifts of fortune and favour, not 
as esteftes nicely balanced as to labour and value. It was 
calculated on the expense of the military service which had 
been attached to it ; and if a jaghcerdar said he was unable 
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to pay the rent, he was offered the land for a life purchase, 
and even longer, on condition that so much of the jaghcer 
as would, if let to ryots, pay the rent demanded, should bo 
withheld by the government. This gave a secure tenure 
of the remainder for life ; but when those shrewd men 
were told the monthly expense of the retainers they were 
bound to produce would be the basis of calculation lor 
rent, they answered, that when called out in war they had 
the chance of booty and the general could not go to Avar 
every month 1 No ! nor every year, was the reply; and 
therefore, if the expense be eighty rupees, for example, the 
government calls upon you, not for that sum monthly, 
but for half of it yearly. 

Satisfactory to many was this arrangement, and the 
portion of land resigned Avas let to ryots upon terms, to be 
hereafter mentioned, which soon furnished the whole rent 
originally demanded, and Avidcly extended culth^ation. 
Thus, with great policy and imperceptibly to them, the 
greater jaghcerdars were made proprietors, and the smaller 
ones yeomen, interested in the Avclfarc of the land, instead 
of being savage warriors, prowling robbers and seditious 
subjects, always ready to excite commotions for the sake 
of spoil. Sk Charles Napier knew time only could con- 
solidate such a project; but government lost nothing 
save military service Avhich it did not want ; and mcauAvhile 
the jaghcerdars, having a secure tenure and no hope from 
commotion, accpiired an interest in the welfare of their 
ryots. He expected also that the successful industry of 
the cultivators settled on the government lands, would 
stimulate the hitherto predatory lleloochec to seek profit 
from agriculture — and the readiness with which many 
jaghcerdars accepted the terms, the evident disposition of 
the poorer Beloochces to traffic, and the eagerness of the 
ryots to obtain government grants, led him to think a 
generation might suffice to change the character of the 
population, and render Scinde one of the richest and most 
industrious of the East. To forAvard this he contemplated 
a cautious system of resuming jaglicers Avlierc there was 
default, designing to parcel them out in such proportions 
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CHAP. V. as would raise the cultivators to the'condition of substantial 
1814. farmers, and thus gradually reduce the territorial power 
of the great chiefs and sirdars. And from all jagheers he 
took away their royalties ; that is to say, the right which 
they conferred of life and death and unrestrained taxa- 
tion. 

Having thus commenced his system of rent with the 
consent of many jagheerdars, for he forced it on none, he 
was indifferent as to regular payments for a few years, his 
object being, not revenue but civilization ; and he foresaw 
that a comparison of the holdings on the different tenures 
would be entirely favourable to those who accepted his 
terms. For on one side would be a tenant for life secured 
by law in his rights ; on the other a tenant at the will of 
government, and in many instances at higher cost, 
because bound to provide labourers for public works, 
which the other was exempted from by paying rent. This 
comparison he expected to do the work of legislation, and 
produce a landed aristocracy interested to piaintain order; 
whereas, if the ameers^ system had been preserved, the 
great feudal chiefs would have paid nothing to the state, 
would have remained powerful in arms, and compelled the 
government to maintain a large force to control them, 
instead of ruling through them with the aid of a few 
hundred policemen. 

These and other great administrative measures, embodied 
in official reports, being laid before Sir Robert Peel, caused 
him to express astonishment at the comprehensive views 
of government therein disclosed. No he said, 

ever doubted Sir C. Napier ^ 8 military powers^ but in his 
other character he does surprise me — he is possessed of 
extraordinary talent for civil administration/^ Now it 
cannot be supposed that Sir Robert PeePs astonishment 
sprung from the vulgar contracted English notion of 
military men’s intellects; he must have known that a 
consummate captain cannot have a narrow genius, and 
that ser^ce in every part of the globe must have furnished 
such a person with opportunities for observing different 
forms of government — heiicc his opinion thus emphatically 
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expressed^ must be taken as an assurance that he thought 
Sir C. Napier’s system superior to the general plan of 
ruling in India, for to that, as Sir Robert Peel well knew, 
it was entirely opposed. "With civil servants as as- 
sistants,” said the general, " Scinde would have been 
thrown into complete concision, and the expense of pro- 
ducing that confusion would have been immense.” 

Most of the Scinde administrative measures were 
adopted without reference to Calcutta, because of the 
distance, and the Scindian sun, which left little time for 
action ; but always they were supported by Lord Ellen- 
borough ; and if half the year was denied to activity by the 
raging heat, oppressive correspondence and all fear of 
responsibility was spared to the anxious administrator 
by this confidence from a man who only knew him by his 
exploits. It was not so with the minor authorities, on 
whom, having the troops of two presidencies under his 
command, he was in a great measure dependent; the 
secret enmity of those meddling subordinates was always 
disquieting, and at one time drove him to dechire that 
he would not be responsible for the discipline of his troops. 
These vexations were increased by a vicious habit witli 
courts-martial, of misplaced leniency towards officers — a 
habit which, as commandcr-in-chief. Sir C. Napier after- 
wards endeavoured to reform ; but at this period it was in 
such mischievous activity that two surgeons guilty of 
constant inebriety while engaged in the hospital duties, 
were suffered to remain in the service, a source of misery, 
terror and death to the sick soldiers ! 

And now happened an event surprising to all persons 
but the man affected by it, an event which rendered 
Sir C. Napier’s after career one of incessant thankless 
labour without adequate freedom of action. Lord Ellen- 
borough was suddenly recalled. Not imexpcctcdly to 
himself, because he knew his government had aroused all 
the fears and hatred of the jobbing Indian multitude, and 
all the fierce nepotism of the directors ; but to reflecting 
men, it did appear foul and strange, that he who repaired 
the terrible disaster of Cabool should be contemptuously 
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CHAP. V. recalled by those whose empire he had preserved; that 
1814. England and India should be deprived of an able 
governor, at a terrible crisis which nearly proved fatal, to 
gratify the spleen of men incapable of patriotism and 
senseless in their anger. Sir C. Napier felt for the welfare 
of his country too much to be silent on that occasion, and 
the following expression of his indignation, addressed to 
Lord llipon, prophetic as it was just, may partly account 
for the unmitigated hatred of those whose conduct he 
thus denounced. 

“ Lord Ellcnborough has opposed peculation, but folly 
and dishonesty have defeated ability and honesty, whicli 
being in the usual course of human events docs not 
surjirise me. It seems that the ‘ mavit&i' in modo ^ with a 
Cabool massacre, is preferred to the ^ fortiter in re ^ with 
victory. To expend millions in producing bloodshed is 
preferable in the eyes of the Court of Directors, to saving 
India and the prevention of bloodshed. Lord Ellcn- 
borouglds measures were taken with large views of genci^al 
policy, and were all connected in one great plan for the 
stability of our poM^cr in India. They were not mere 
expedients to meet isolated cases. The victory of Maha- 
rajapoor consolidated the conquest of Seindc, and the 
conquest of Scindc w as essential to the defence of the 
north-w'cstern provinces of India and the line of the 
Ilyphasis. The whole has been one grand movement to 
crush an incipient but widely extended secret coalition — 
the child of the Affghivn defeats — which would have put, 
probably will still put our Indian empire in peril. 

This great defensive operation, hitherto successful in 
the hands of Lord Ellcnborough, has not yet been termi- 
nated ; nor can it be while the Seikh army remains without 
control ; for I feai* that powerful force by no means parti- 
cipates in the horror of war which appears to be enter- 
tained, very properly, by the Court of Directors and 
Lord Howick. Yet there is a time for all things said the 
wisest of men, and I cannot think the time for changing a 
governor-general is when in presence of seventy thousand 
armed Punjaubees. I indeed believe that possession of 
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the Punjaub is not desirable for the Company; the 
Ilyphasis forms a bettor frontier-line for our Indian 
territory than the line of the Upper Indus^ and is more 
compact now that we have Scinde : we have enough of 
tenitory — ^more than enough ! Nevertheless this country 
of the Punjaub must be ours : all India proclaims that 
truth by acclamation. If not taken, the ravaging of 
our finest provinces can only be prevented by a large 
standing army in observ^ation on the Ilyphasis, with the 
example before its eyes of the Seikh army profiting by 
succcssfiil mutiny ! That Seikh army is also recruited 
with our own discharged men, who are in correspondence 
with our soldiers; for since we have abolished flogging 
every crime is punislicd Avith dismissal from the Com- 
pany's service — ^nonc other is now permitted — and thus 
Ave are daily recruiting the Seikh army Avith our well- 
drilled soldiers; for the men avc discharge for trifling 
oflcnecs go in great numbers to join the Punjaubccs. 
This I do not think sagacious on our part. The question 
therefore is no longer, whether or not we shall increase 
our territory, but whether avc shall hold our present position 
in India, or run the risk of being beaten to the sea. 

^ Aut Ctesar nut nuUus ^ applies emphatically to our present 
poAver in India. 

To destroy the Seikh army will not I believe be so 
easy as people seem to imagine ; and if we are beaten back 
across the Ilyphasis, as avc were by the Affghans across 
the Indus, the danger to India will be very great ; and it 
will, as far as I am able to judge, show that policy to be erro- 
neous Avhich leaves native princes on their thrones within 
our territory, or rather Avithin our frontier. This policy 
was I suppose formerly found useful and safe ; but it is 
noAV replete Avith danger when our great extent of dominion 
compels us to scatter our forces. To return to Scinde. 
Some of the Punjaubees from Mooltan may insult our 
northeni frontier, a portion of Avhich borders on the land 
of Sawan Mull. If so I am determined to resent it, and 
I hope for the support of the supreme government, because 
every insult we put up with is certain to shake the allc- 
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giance of the Beloocliees in Scinde. I know that I am 
accused of wishing for war — ^that is false ! I have seen 
too much of it. I detest it upon principle as a Christian, 
and from feeling as a man. I am too old also for the 
fatigues of war, especially where the heat is so exhausting. 
My wish is to rest. Yet I will not suffer her majesty^s 
arms and the Company's arms to be insulted, and patiently 
wait while the enemy gathers his hordes to attack me. I 
take, and T will take all possible military precautions, not 
because I love war, but that I do not love to have our 
throats cut. A procrastinating diplomacy is the game of 
the barbarians, and whoever is blinded by it will bo 
defeated. 

In the Murrcc and Bhoogtee hills the predatory tribes 
arc now fostering the ex-amccr. Shore Mohamed, with a 
view to hostilities in Scinde, and if they be not crushed 
when the season opens mischief will ensue. We cannot 
in the heat do anything ; but I must attack them in winter 
if I can, thougli I well know it is a thing difficult to 
accomplish. It has indeed occurred to me to take them 
into our pay as the more humane course, but I fear the 
supreme government will not consent to the expense : one 
or other course must however be pursued, or a very large 
force must be constantly maintained at Shikarpoore. An 
attack on those people may possibly hasten a war in the 
Punjaub; but I am daily more disquieted about our 
Scindian frontier ; I do not clearly see how far this border 
warfare will go, and I well know it is the most difficult and 
dangerous to conduct that can possibly be. All within 
Scinde is tranquil 

When Lord Ellcnborough was thus recalled, by an act of 
arrogant power so indefensible as to force from the duke 
of Wellington the only passionate censure he was ever 
known to use with respect to public affairs, the oligarchs 
w^ho perpetrated the wrong, proceeded consistently, but 
shamefully and imgratefully, in India and in England, to 
assail the general whose victories and administrative talents 
consolidated that policy by which the recalled nobleman 
had re-established their tottering empire. Foully they 
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assailed him through eveiy cliannel that corruption and 
baseness could penetrate ; that is to say as a corporation ; 
for amongst the directors of the time were men too 
honourable to engage in such passages; but as a body 
they did encourage expectant parasites to assail Sir 
C. Napier with such vituperation as only parasites are 
capable of : nor did they confine this enmity, as shall be 
shown, to revilings and falsehoods. There is however a 
time for baseness and a time for virtue to triumph — there 
is also a time for retribution — and it came. Bending in 
confessed fear and degradation, these trafficking oligarchs 
were afterwai’ds forced by the imperious voice of the 
nation, to beseech the commander they had so evilly 
treated, to accqS oniij^iSr^ower and succour them in 
their distress ! God is just ! 
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C0AP. VI. Untoward as the Poolagcc disaster had been, the extrfi- 
^ ordinary marches made hy the troops, unheard of before 

in tliat season of heat, trav e the hill tribes a n uneasy sense 
'that where such men were to be encountered, or evaded, ^ 
there would be little safety for future incursions. Nor 
was Wullec Chandia^s enmity a matter of small moment 
for them. His power w^as considerable, he was crafty in i 
their own method of warfare, he had a blood-feud with 
the Hoomkees which rendered him inveterate, and from 
his stronghold, thfrty miles west of Larkaana, he could 
launch several thousand waiiiors against their hills, where 
the Murrecs were his allies. He had before the Poolagcc 
expedition done so much, that at the great Durbar the 
general publicly gave him a sword of honour, girding it on 
himself in presence of the assembled chiefs and sirdars. 
Wullee in return pr omised to press heavily on Beja, 
which he could with less fear attempt, because he had the ^ 
British posts as well as his own forti«ss to fall bjick on. 
C-*The spies now asserted that the tribes, elated by the 
defeat of the English, were assembling in great numbers 
around Poolagee, with design to bring the Lion into 
^Scinde; but the general was not* deceived ; for 
knew the y had schemes of that naturdy ^c judged this 
congregation to be defensive, because they were poisoning' 
the wells in the desert, and the Murrees were at feud 
with and actually fighting the Bhoogtees and Doomkecs. 
The villagers als(^ encouraged by the avowed resolution to 
repress the robbers were beginning to defend themsdves 
’against small bands, and had even made several prisoners. 
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Meanwhile a native officer in Ali Moorad’s scn^icc 
arrested five Boordec chiefs mIio though subjects of that 
ameer had plundered some Scindians near the Indus — 
these Boordccs being indeed as lawless as any of the 
hillmen. Thus far all was satisfactory. But notwith* 
standing these many favourable circumstances unceasing 
vigilance was necessary; for the Lion Avas hovering in 
the hills, on the side of Shikarpoore, with a strong body 
of horsemen, and Ali Moorad though he dismissed his 
Patans as a proof of his fidelity to the alliance, re- 
ceived and entertained with honour four of the exiled 
Talpoorecs, his nephews and cousins, while the great 
Durbar was being held ; and they, thinking Sir C. Napier, 
then in the midst of twenty thousand Beloochees, would 
be embarrassed to refuse their demands, had the temerity 
to claim the restoration of their possessions and the 
right of residing in Scinde. They were undeceived by 
a peremptory order scut to Ali for their arrest; but 
afterwards, all the Talpoor princes still at large, the Lion 
excepted, were received and suffered by the supreme 
government to remain at Ali Moorad^s court, causing 
constant embarrassment. 

Affairs remained in this state until June, when two 
painful and important events occurred, namely, a suc- 
cessful incursion of the Jackrances Jind Doomkees, and a 
mutiny of sepoys at Shikarpoore, both resulting from mis- 
management and attended with deplorable circumstances. 
The mutiny was thus caused. Several Bengal regiments 
being ordered from the north-western provinces of India 
to occupy Upper Scinde, refused to go there without 
higher allowances, but after some trouble and the dis- 
banding of one corps, marched, the 61th regiment setting * 
the example, for which it was imprudently praised and in 
some degree rewarded. Finding Sukkur and Shikarpoore , 
better quarters than they hadexpeeted, th ese regime nts 
were quiet for a time, but l^ e havi% been aslhpy^ 
said, md truly saiypr omiseS. tlie Tngher allowy ccs befor?* 
they^SHSBSuBy tLe^^ (JbTonel Mo^ly, refiiscSi the lower 
rate a t Shikarpoore, and ^ain broke into muti ny. 


I CHAP. V| 
1814. 



120 


SIR CHARLES NARIER^S 


jjHAP.VT-. Had this happened when the nations around were 
, ► combinings and the old troops down from pestilence; or 

even later when Salehs departure left the temporary 
command to a man who feared to be Cabooled/^ the 
result might have been fatal. The actual danger was very 
great ; for the other Bengal regiments were said to be only 
withheld from joining the 64 jth by anger because it had 
broken the bond of the first mutiny — a slender thread of 
fidelity which must soon have snapped when it became 
known that the 64 th had been deceived. An undecided 
officer in command wouW have been lost ; but fortunately 
Brigadier-General Hunter, a Company's officer sent by 
Lord Ellenborough to succeed Sale, was then at Sukkur 
— a man of an intrepid temper. He ordered the regiment 
down to Sukkur, thinking to quell the mutiny by personal 
remonstrances ; but he was assailed by missiles, and finding 
' tlie men in that mood brought out the whole garrison of 
Sukkur, seized thirty or forty of the mutineers, disarmed 
the rest without spilling blood, and compelled the regi- 
ment to cross to the left of the Indus, there to await 
orders. 


Colonel Moseley was afterwards tried and dismissed 
the service, but meanwhile, twenty ringleaders being con- 
demned to death, six were executed ; yet the regiment 
was still , insubordinate, and Sir C. Napier taking away 
its colours, ordered all men of a second degree of guilt 
to be discharged, with sm intimation that one step further 
in mutiny would cause the discharge of the whole. He 
had no other means of making an example, but he dis- 
charged the men reluctantly, tliinking the system impolitic 
and pushed to lui unjust extent in the India army. — The 
sepoy/ ^ he said, formerly looked to his regiment as a 
home ; but if he is to bo discharged after long service, 
for trifling offences, perhaps on the complaint of some 


pa ssionate young subaltcm_a s the custom is, he can- 
retam that feel ing o?^ attachn^ t to his corps 
^lich give^^the^ gQY^^me^ suSSTmoraj power over the 


General Hunter was^uniustlv treated on this occasion. 
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His services were indeed finally acknowledged^ but he was 
at first reprimanded when he should have been com- 
mended without stint, having done much and done it 
well, and in good time, as the following summary will 
prove. The Lion and Ahmed Khan Lugharee were, during 
the mutiny, not far from Shikarpoore with a body of 
horsemen from the Cutchee hills, and fifteen Talpooree 
princes were then in Ali Moorad^s court, distant but a day^s 
march; some of these had been very forward in com- 
mencing the war which ended in the conquest, and all 
were ready to fight again if opportunity offered — there 
were large magazines at Sukkur and Shikarpoore, and a 
considerable treasure at the formeiL nlac^ ,, the 

European officers were, with their wives and children, at 
the mercy of the mutineers : for all the men of the 13th,^ 
the only European regiment there, were then down with*^ 
the sickness and could not have resisted five or six native 
regiments in rebellion. The artillery and stores would have ^ 
befell seized at Shikarpoore, and that place sacked and the 
Europeans murdered ; the hill robbem would then have 
come to sjjiare in the plunder, and with the insurgent troops 
would have afterwards assaulted Sukkur. Treasure, guns]!" 
stores, lives, all would have been lost, the ameers^ standard^! 
•would have been again hoisted, and Ali Moorad compelled 
to join it ! This terrible train of mischief cut off by 
the vigour of General Hunter, and in return he wS** 
reprimanded ! 

Sir C. Napier attributed this ill usage partly to secret 
enmity against Lord Ellenborough, who had appointed 
General Hunter ;^jgargjj^to^a^ about Bengal troops 

which affected somenuUSiyTR^ who seemed' 

anxious to make the commander-in-chief a grand Lama> 
only to be known through his permanent staff. Sir Hugh ' 
Gough was always upright, honourable, frank and generous*^ 
minded, without guile or intrigue; but a bad system^ 
enabled the Adjutant-general Lumley and the Jpdge? 
advocate-general Birch to press General Hunter, and the^ 
di(9flIo^ governor-general. Sir Henry Hardinge, to 

whom Sir C. Napier appealed, corrected the error. Mean* 
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CHAP. VI. while the opportunity for slander was not overlooked by 
1844 . the Bombay libellers. Lliuding Hmitcr^s conduct, as 
indeed it deserved, they represented Sir C. Napier, who 
was then straining every nerve to defend that officer, as 
striving to ruin him and being stopped in that dishonour- 
able course by superior authority ! 

Nearly coincident Avith the mutiny happened the other 
disastrous event. 

Captain McKenzie of the Gth irregular cavalry having 
allowed a detachment of grass-cutters, and an escort 
^ under a native officer to forage eleven miles from 
Khangur, their careless attitude induced a roving band 
of robbers surprise them. The gra^s- 

cutters and many of the escort were slain, more than two 
jliundred in all, and fifty of the horsemen avIio escaped 
jvere Avounded. McKenzie hearing of the event pursued 
Jlic hiU-men in vain, and after an exhausting march 
► rctunicd Avithout having seen an enemy. The gencj'al 
expressed his discontent in a i)ubUc order, and the more 
strongly because McKenzie Avas connected Avith him by 
marriage, The detachment,’^ he said, sliould not have 
nDcen sent to such a distance, Avhcu an enemy 'Avas neai*, 
itvithout strong support and under good arrangements. 
No officer should quit his saddle day or night AAdiile a* 
jd^chmenf Avas out of the cantonment ; the commander of 
such an outpost should be ahvays on horseback, sword in 
hand — he should cat drink and slco]) in the saddle — no 
outpost officer had a right to comfort or rest luitil all 
was safe ; and that could never be in the presence of such 
an active enemy as mountmn robbers Averc in every 
country Avhcrc they eSt^fTnETwaT^ for officers 
to gallop their troops over a country after mischief had 
been done — that only harassed men and horses, and 
►was a mark of inexperience — it Avas to play Avith the 
^nemy.” 

This action Avas magnified by the tribes into a victory 
over the British, the fame of it spread to Candahar and 
even to Cabool, and every encouragement proper to 
jnere^e Urn pride and hopcs^f the robbers was given by 
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the Bombay faction through their newspaper organs. 
Then the insolence of Beja and his confederates became 
- ^nbQ^^^led^ their inroai ls more frequent, and the troops 
l^^^^^scd, yet unable to {^lvc that protectio n 
wljjgh pift-distrofised an^d liarriedl^ 1 ^^ cned f or m th 
piteous accents. ^McKenzie asked for inquiry, butTTwas 
I'efdsed, and like a gallant gentleman, he sought and 
found another and a better mode of sustaining his reputa- 
tion. Keeping incessantly on the watch, after one f ailur e 
from the heat in an attempt to surprise a hill-fort in July, 
he got notice in August that five hundred hillmcn, horse 
and foot, uere only sixtee n mi les from Shikarpoore. With 
a forced march of nca3y forty miles he got between them 
and their own country, and cut to pieces all their infantry, 
but their cavalry escaped during tlic fight. Two huudi’cd 
robbers fell, and then was brought out in full relief, the 
slanderous enmity and falseness of the Bombay faction ; for . 
when the reproachful order upon the first disastrous aflair 
ap])carcd, the hired libellers, thinking to find in McKenzie 
a coadjutor, pestered tlie public with denunciations of the 
tyraiinic^and brutal treatment he luid experienced from ^ 
his geuerm; but when he had thus honourably amendt*(f!! 
his error, they accused him of having attacked and mur- 
dered, in revenge of his former failure, a set of innoceuy| 
villagers, calling them robliers ! ^ 

But Sir C. Napier had an exact inquiry made, and i^ 
appeared, that if iuiy villagers were amongst the slain they 
were BoordikaSj^Ali Moorad^s subjects, who had joined* 
the robbers and fallen in their ranks with like wcaj)on?'’ 
and dresses. They could not have been distinguished, and* 
there was no need to distinguish them from their eom-'|| 
panions, being like them robbers, with the fldditional^ 
offence of acting against the orders of their prince. The 
truth was, the disaster of the grass-cutters, following on 
the defeat at Poolagec, had so elated the tribes they* 
thought the hour for destroying the English was corac,J 
and this inroad was made with a view to plunder Ali 
Moorad^s ten’itory previous to a general outbreak. Their 
^opes were known, and somp B oordil^as liavin^qiiicd with^ 
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arms to partake of the spoil, fell, fighting valiantly, for in* 
that country all of the Beloochee races are brave. Their 
destruction had a great effect. The faibessus i^nded their 
in roads, and the ill-affected viBag^s, p r cviousiv_.aH^ ^ 
disoEIign^^|*Ta^ ^ observances. aiding the aprass- 

cutt ers to find forage for the cavalry. Meanwhile the 
Bhodgtccs and Murrees, always at feud, had another battle, 
and the latter being worsted called upon their friends the 
Chandikjg^^^^ but when the chief Wullcc answered 
. this call he also was defeated. The general then offered 
to divide the land of the Bhoogtees, Jackranees and 
Doomkees, between the Chandikas a nd Murrees, if they 
would drive those bad tntes awSy from the frontier 
altogether, thinking thus to war down the robbers 
by their own kindred. The effect of this offer shall be 
shown hereafter, and as no other military aetions occurred 
at that time, the progress of the civil administration claims 
attention. 

In the judicial branch, the diligence of the functionaries, 
and their efforts to dispense even-handed justice had 
^produced general content, and emboldened the people in 
Ifthc assertion of their rights. The women ^fso loudly 
proclaimed their approval of the new social system. 

Formerly,” they exclaimed, " there was no peace, 
j Feuds and family quarrels rendered our lives miserable, — 
jLOYf there is a ^ bundobmt/ a fixed rule, and we are no 
longer so wretched.” And as death was rigidly inflicted 
^for murder, an impression began to pr^evail that it was 
"llnlawful to kill women from caprice. Tliese anff other 
•proofs that he was largely benefiting his fellow-beings, 
IfEustained Sir C. Napier under the burden of serving a 
' thankless government. Other crimes of a heinous nature 
were not common, and the robbing of merchants and 
traffickers, though not entirely suppressed because of the 
► nearness of the hills, was abated by the police, now become 
; a solid force. The Beloochee battalions were also ad- 
vancing in discipline, and many of the warriors who 
fought at Mccanee continued to accept service in them as 
Sepoys. 
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Industry of all kinds was reviving; and so widely spread 
was the reputation of Scinde for security, that rich mer- 
chants and numerous cultivators from distant countries, 
were constantly coming there to settle. The population 
of Shikarpoore, and still more that of Kurrachee, aug- 
mented monthly, and even English and Porsee mercantile 
men were beginning to turn their attention to this line for 
trade with the interior of Asia. The factious newspapers, 
disregarding all these proofs of tranquillity, were stiU 
indeed proclaiming, that inveterate hatred filled the minds 
of the people ; but the falsehood became notorious, when 
the Bombay government, tormented by insurrections, the 
result of oppression,^ was compelled to recall troops from 
Scinde to maintain its own authority by the unsparing use 
of fire and sword. 

From recent occupation, and the many adverse natural 
visitations, the financial resources could only be vaguely 
judged at this period, but there was promise of unlimited 
future prosperity. And notwithstanding the difficulty of 
ascertaining all the sources of revenue, notwithstanding 
the time rcquii’ed to examine the ameers’ system, to 
adapt new rules to the habits of the people, and to organize 
the collection over so vast an extent of country — ^notwith- 
standing the numerous frauds attendant on the sudden 
rupture of social and administrative habits of laws, 
customs and authorities — ^notwithstanding the plague of 
locu sts w hi ch swept away the revenu e by devouring the 
harvests — ^notM^stan^^ t he pestilence which a ffected 
the physical^ cxe rtions of tim new Jungtipgmes and sen- 
sibly lowered the receipts by checking cult ivation, imposts 
being chiefly paid in kind, the soldier cmlians, amongst 
whom the collectors Rathbome, Pope and Goldney, were 
conspicuous for zeal and abilitjr, had obtained sufficient 
revenue to provide for the whole^administrativc expenses, 
including every salary, from that of the governor to the 
lowest servant — including also the camel corps, and more 
than two thousand policemen of whom eight hundred 
were cavalry. Sixty-seven thousand pounds sterling re- 
mained, and were credited in August to the general 
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]844. works — a sum more than double the expense of the 

Karr^cks, which had been of necessity pushed forward with 
least regard to economy. Thia first development indicated 
great prospective advantages .when the collectors should be 
more able to discover and cherish the resources of the 
country. And so economical was the administration, that 
all those expenses had heen provided from a sum not 
much exceeding two hundred thousand pounds sterling, 
while the collectors judged four hundred thousand pounds 
would be the immediate, and one million the final standard, 
without pressure on the people, for to raise revenue witli 
public suflering was contrary to Sir C. Napier^s notions of 
government. 

Taxation licrc,^^ he observed at this time, is still too 
high, but it requires delicate manajjemeut to lower it; 
for the taxes have been so ill aiTangcd, that if a bad one 
be removed before a good one is jnepared to replace it, 
the revenue may be ruined in a moment. The whole 
system must be revised, and that cannot be clone until we 
arc more firmly established. Hence I am compelled to 
let iiiatlcrs remain as they arc for the moment, excc'pt 
relieving the poor labonring ryot, from uhom onc-luilf the 
produce of his land is taken ; hut that shall be brought 
down to one-third, and then increasing comforts uill 
increase industry and bring up the rc\cnuc again in a 
better maimer. AY heii uc first hired labourers her e at 
very higjh prices they^S^erem^vT^ 5 ' checke d went oft* ; 
but now, h aving experienced tW inci’easccl comforts com - 
mandc'd by money, they even submit to punishment rather 
than lose employment. The more men get the more they 
uant, and to this feeling alone 1 would trust for resistance 
to the ameers should the government he so mad as to 
restore those tyrants.” 

This restoration had become a great object with the 
Bombay faction uhcii it had no longer hope to plunder 
Scindc under the forms of governing. The aim was to 
throw it back to the ameers, in 'the not ill-grounded 
expectation that Ihey would provoke a renewed con- 
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quest, under better auspices for oiBcial peculation and chap. VI. 
nepotism. In this view petitions and memorials filled 
with charges against* Sir C. Napier, pretended to ibc^from 
Roostum and the other ameers, bn i; really framed at 
l}jgmbajj%TOre^ they were 

secrenhT^^iuSS ^ by th^ Court Q| ^ Dirc<|il^ and 
openly Ty^'SSSe mcnibers of parliamerit. ‘ Happily withj 
no ultimate effect; fbr if those princes had been rem«^ 
stated, the Mooltan insurrection under Moolraj, insteaft 
of being Suppressed by a Britisli army from Scindc, would 
have been sustained by a hummed thousand Bcloochees 
from that country, and probably by the forces of Bliawal-^ 
poor also* 4 

It has rnenJo^ 

cst ablisliment ^ad Jint hfifrn anfimnnntnfl for the conquest 
of Scinde, or for the retention of it ; the troops assembled 
- there having reference to the menacing ^tate of the 
.^unjaub and tlic general interests of the empire. The 
strength of the British in Scinde was that the people 
jj^uld Hoe under the new government*; they were well 
, fed and Anth their bodily sufferings their abject spirit 
was departing. The ameers without a foreign army to 
aid them would have been driven forth again by their own 
^spbjccts ; yet to I'cstorc them was seriously imposed in' 

England and India, and merely from factious motives — ' 

" It would be such a triumph over Lord EUcuborough !” 

True enough that saying was, but it would also have bccif 
a triumph over England and over humanity. 

The public works came under two heads, civil and^ 
military. The first, founded on rigid calculation as to' 
theii’ prospective advantages, were profitable invcstmcnli^ 
for the Company. The second were profitable investments* 
for England ; because to save her soldiers' li\cs by building 
good barracks, and to secure the frontiers by uell-dis-' 
^osedjaailito even when coinmer- 

ciSl]y'"\Te^^ Napier's measures were 

profoundly calculated for laying a solid foundation to 
sustain the s uper structure of a great co mmunity,^hicli, 
he was striving by moral influences to establish on the 
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EUenhorough this project \rould assuredly have been 
accomplished in all its gigantic proportions; but as many 
of the most essenti^ parts were afterwards stopped^ both 
by the interferem^jgdJthgji^igencej^nip@gOTpower, 
it wdlJifi. tore oriv neces^ to gve a generaTm^c^fion 
of their liatnre" and design. 

' " When I can master the snn, the river and the rob- 
bers, the people will turn their rich country to^ account, 
for themselves and for the revenue/^ This observation 
showed the extent of Sir C. Napier^s views and ^ his 
difficulties ; but to that he added It is difficult to get 
engineers, for there is in India an abundance of civil 

wTiHfi jjo provide officers 
is less regarded and there is a nf epfflnecr s/^ 

Tliis obstacle was the more serious, because Scinde had 
been the country of feudal chiefs, and consequently the 
military establishments of civilized nations were not to be 
found in it at the period of the conquest. We are more 
like a colony in -a desert than a civilized community,” 
was his forcible expression. Everything had to be created, 
and it was truly marvellous that in so short a time, not 
merely the semblance of but a really energetic and to 
the people satisfactory system of administration had been 
established. It was however only by incessant labour and 
pains that result was obtained; for the springs and wheels 
of the great macliine did not fall at once into their right 
places, like soldiers at the bray of a trumpet — ^the trum- 
pet’s sound was indeed heard throughout the land, com- 
manding, but the strong skilful hand was also there, 
organizing and compelling. 

Most sorely felt among the difficulties springing from 
the paucity of resources, was the want of large buildings 
in which to lodge the tro ops;^ ^and the construction of 
barracks had been the n^ ost^sgnLoug^diargej)n .the surpl^itj 
re venue and the least sa53B38 ST^5S5aS5^^ 
time lo cnoose sites when every day lost was a soldier’s life 
lost.ltMoreover the Company’s system^which forces officers 
to become accountants ratner tkan engineers, was, and is. 
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in India defective. Rnd^mcredibly expensi^ . At Kur- 
rachee the barracks^ pr^ected on a bad model when that 
town was occupied during the Affghan invasion^ had been 
with the usual official inattention to the soldiers^ well- 
beings built with woods Bombajs but previously 

used in other edifices and unfitted for its purpose. And 
there were other impediments to a remedy which were 
thus described in November 1843. Public works go on 
slowly in this country. The people are idle, the climate 
enervating ; the materials are brought from a distance ' 
with great difficulty; the working hours are few, and 
everything is against the engineer even if he has health. 
The sickness has hitherto prevented progress. Everybody 
has been ill and very ill. Nor have we workmen now~ 
where four hundred were previous to this sickness pro- 
cured at Hyderabad by the engineer he cannot now pro- 
cure fifty ! The country people are more sickly than the 
soldiersj and until this great and unparalleled sickness 
passes away nothing can be done 

Eurrachee^ the seat of government, was to be fortified 
so as that no Asiatic assault could succeed; yet in 
such a manner as not to prevent its expansion into the 
emporium of trade for the nations bordering the Indus 
and its great confluents. In this view the plan embraced| 
a large extent of ground, including the town the canton- 
ments and the port; and the flanks of some near hills, 
called the Pub and Ghisree mountains, were probed for 
springs, with a view to conduct their waters by a natural 
fall to the cantonment, in addition to the stream of the 
MuUear river. It was contemplated also to procure Chi- 
nese immigrants, whose «skilful industry might forward 
the establishing of gardens around Eurrachee, and stimu- 
late the natives to improvement : a wise plan but derided ^ 
by those who pass their lives in condemning works which< 
they have neither the energy Jo undertake nor the capacity 
to understand when undertaken by others. It was s^d 
''The Scindians won^t learn, they are wedded to their 
own ways.” A trite observation and true enough in most 
things, was the reply, but not as regards luxuries asid^ 
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The badness of the port has been noticed. The sliips 
lay near an exposed point, while the troops or merchan- 
dize were passed across a creek in open boats, which had 
often to remain out all night; and always the soldiers had 
to wade far, after landing, through deep mud, to the detri- 
|nent of their health. To obviate this, a military road t(f 
^Jbhe shore was constructed, and from thence the mole was 
to be cast across the mud and waters of the creek to the 
^.distant point, to enable vessels to load and unload at all 
.times without difficulty. The sickness had disabled the 
few workmen available at the beginning of the year, but 
four hundred were afterwards obtained from Bombay, and 
progress was made in this great work, which was to 
run two miles through mud and water, and was become 
important for the future destiny of the town. For it was 
now proposed by the supreme government to send the 
Bombay reinforcements and stores for the army on the 
^pl)cr Sutlej through Scinde, thus furnisliing a decisive 
argumcht in favour of that country having become the 
frontier of India. 

To connect the port of Kurracliee with the nearest 
^branch of the Indus, was essential to rendering the latter 
the great artery of trade — ^wliich was not then the case, the 
richest traffic coming by caravans from Sehwan, by Ahmed 
^ Khan, along the road under the Hala mountains. Where- 
^fore to give the great river its due importance, the 
unfinished choked channel, ciilled the Gharra Canal, be- 
fore mentioned as running towards the Indus from the 
Ghisree creek near Kurrachce, had been surveyed, with a 
►view to restore its navigation anS form a station near its 
{junction with the river at Jurruck. Meanwhile the mili- 
i^tary communication with Hyderabad was by land, through 
Gharra to Tattah, where the troops embarked to pass 
up the Indus, but subject to many difficulties ; for the 
embarkation and navigation of the Indus* wer^dlfflcult, 
and the river so capricious at Taftah, that vessels would in 
the evening have deep water close to the shore and next 
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morning find a high sand-bank. Three days were usually 
required afterwards for tlie voyage to Hyderabad when the 
current was strong, and often the men had to wait a day 
and a night or more at the unhealthy Tattah station. 

To remove these embarrassments a caniage-road from 
Kurrachee was ^gjjmectedjto run northward of Gharra to 
Khotree, oppositeHyderabad, by which the land-march^ 
was augmented thirty miles, but the troops at once reached^ 
their final destination, and could cover the additionfd^ 
distance in two days or even in one on emergency; it 
was designed also to conduct a branch from this road to, 
JuiTuck where the rocky banks always insured the cm- , 
barkation. On this road, of about a hundred miles, were to 
be erected sheds, to contain tlie wing of a regiment and^ 
to mark the halting-places, by which the labour and time ^ 
of pitching striking and loading tents would be saved and 
the marches made in the coolest time ; an advantage to ^ 
by those who know how helpless andphy-. 
siSll^wS rin^pcrlenced trooW are wh en first 
b arked ii ^ ^st r ange countiy. 

Such were the works proposc^of tliO"" aistrfct ot wkigh * 
Kurrachee was the centre ; all of immediate and obvious^ 
utility, yet having reference to the future wants of a rising 
community; but they and many other great projectg|i 
were for the most part set aside or stopped by the general 
government which, though continually importuned, would 
not give the sanctions necessary, or even answer the letters 
addressed to it on the subject. 

Taking Hyderabad as the next centre, the plans were 
on the same great scale and with the same reference to 
the future, 

^ The brick barracks have been noticed, the improvements 
being lofty rooms, double roofs, good ventilation, and the 
securing of the lower story from the pestilent night 
exhalations of the earth. 

The strengthening and cleaningrir uo slight 

men- 
tioned; it wasTSwcoSJSe^ to be nearly 

impregnable. To besiege it in summer or autumn would 
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be destructive to an army from malaria; and as it was 
built on a precipitous rock, fifteen feet bigb^ it could only 
be breached above that line, which would be difficult from 
the softness of the bricks, and the opening would still be 
inaccessible. It contained seven wells of fine water, which 
had been choked during the amecrs^jgjjpation but were 
now discovered and cleared out by the British. A new 
gate was also opened, and the place furnished outside with 
fk clear circuit wall, for which many buildings had to be 
removed. The road of communication between the camp 
^and the fortress was likewise made, but a sanction to build 
martello toivers for connecting the fortress with the camp 
was never given. 

These works had only a military object, those designed 
for the advancement of civilization were of far greater 
magnitude. They were. Firstly, The filKng up many pools 
of water round the town, and constructing in place of them 
large stone tanks; for tke nook thongh^fimuab^^ 

f riu^3a|^gm^^|^s^^TOT|2^^^adM|d annually 

the 

‘hcaS^ASon^^^^Lli^mSnSionorTroadthrou^i Mcer- 
fcpoore to Omercote, a distance of ninety mi]!es,'*'and involving 
the casting of many bridges in a country intersected with 
watercourses like network. The principal structure was 
to have been over the Fullaillee, and the whole line, though 
usefal as a military communication, was chiefly designed 
to open the capital of Central Scindc as a market for agri- 
cultural produce. Thirdly, A road running a hundred 
miles southwards to Cut6h, having also administrative as 
well as military objects; for it w^as to open the Delta, the 
most fertile, the most barbarous, and most dangerous part 
of Scinde ; and to give facility for watching over and pro^ 
Meeting the Hindoos, who were there more numerous and 
^more oppressed by the Beloochees than in other quarters? 
Fourthly, A northern road, passing the Fullaillee also by 
another g^at bridge at Meeanee^ which would^have com- 
pleted the military communications between Kurrachee 

and Sukknr. ^ 

To strengthen this long line, loopholed houses or towers. 
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having a wall-piece and a garrison of two or three men, 
were projected for each wood-station on the Indus; not 
only to provide secure residenc|l for the agents and enable 
them to protect the wood angguard/th^^ of th^ 

river from robbers, but to glv^EhenTmrTtnportance in 
the eyes of the people ou the right 
and barbarous. Now also, taking into consideration the 
mutability of the river. Sir C. Napier, with that foresight 
which marked his military operations even more than lA(| 
daring, and was perhaps the cause of that daring, had a ^ 
large model of Caesaris bridge made, that its nature might 
be perfectly known to his engineers and workmen ; for h 




* anticipated the necessity of having control over the Indui 
in the event of an invasion, and chose this model from itsj 
intrinsic excellence, and bccaus cjhe capricious river m ight j 
change its bed and leave the bridge, wnich could tlien be- 
casil;g^^^n Jo pieces yrithout damage and follow Jhe 
rwateir< 

At.Sfih wRai Hala 

rang^f^ tnereiOT^he ffls^fflposin^BnRe mountain 
tribes for offiMme. and in defence well placed to take in 
flank any forci ^cscending from the IiiU s upon Larkaana*' 
or Hyderabad, lle’^SrstHTdeSroi^^ a military 

station, but accidentid circumstances forbade it at this time. 

At Shikarpoore, Bukkur, and Sukkur, the g reat hand 
or dike, for shutting out the inundation between those 
places; the barracks; the serais; thg-jdver port and 

ha d ^ been eithe^ommc ncca o | l 
^ marked out, but progress was slow, because the pestilcnc^ 


^ 1843 there, as elsewhere, had struck down engincersi 
and workmen. In the Affghan campaign, a military d 
bridge had been tl irovmi, over the Indus_above_,Buymm i 
ibutitjgd^beei^em^ and the only passage was by 
tenyeSrmel^SBmulH^^ the violence of the stream;^ 
wherefore Sir C. Napier, contemplating the time when^ 
Roree and Sukkur should rise to be cities, designed ter 
cast two suspension-bridges of great span, from Bukkur^ 
on each side, and felt assured of succeeding, yet at this ^ 
time contented himself with improving the ferry. Mcan-4 
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wliile, the general survey had been making rapid progress, 
the regulation of the shikargahs or state forests was com- 
pleted, and many thousr^s of ryots were settled on 
government lands: numenvs nullahs, great and small, 
were cleared an8 hew ones opened to aid agriculture : a 
scieijjyig^sjjLgm^^ general irrigation was perfected, and 
the construction of some prisons finished the long list of 
publie works designed for 1811. 

j^An immense correspondence and constant application 
'were necessarily attendant on these schemes, for, as before 
said, neither men nor things fell into their places of 
dheir own accord ; and the energy which compelled 
them to do so A\ould have been remarkable even for a 
l^roimg man, acting in peaceable times under a temperate 
pky ; but here they were superadditions to battles of the 
jnost*terrible nature^' j^icy of the most intrieatc elabora- 
tion, and conducted amidst all manner of vexations and 

men. 


who with a^sj)arl^of patri^tjain olT honour should have ' 
been thfflroraWffte not 

satisfied even witli tlie mendacity of tlie Lidian press, 
•aided by many cciually foul English jourillBniad recourse 
to tlie Ej’cuch ^'ss to spreatrfhar iioeis. Thus, amongst 
other articles, evidently supplied from India, there 
appeared in the National a fabricated report from a 
commiffce of the House of Commons — a committee which 
never sat — pro nounc ing a formal condemnation of Lord 
TBncnboi^cIWtgfra^^ C. Napier, a nd an ap pro^^^d^fC^ 
^Uutram^s conduct! Prench^n^cw^pera^ , 

|(lenounced Sir Charles as having committed atrocitici^, 
^surpassing those French burnings at the caves of Dara ! 
m At B ombay, when the fear of Lord Ellenborough wadi 
mnave37*ilT>^ame to say "whether malignant^ 
ferocity or spiteful meanness wefff most predn iml^^ ^ 
the hostility displayed. Vessels which previous to that 
^oblcman^s recall had been regularly despatched with 
the mail for Scinde, were on his^ departure stopped, and 
the public correspondence, continually delayed, aecumii- 
jated so as to make it nearly impossible to conduct it with 
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propriety; while with respect to private correspondence. 
Sir C. Napier had tb endure frequent loss of letters, and 
to find in the Bombay Times, the avowed organ of the 
faction, sneering allusions to the contents of some which 
never reached him! The enmity of the official people 
even desceadtiiladMnff^ demanding forty pounds 

sterling daily for his simple food, without wine, on board 
a government steamer when going up the Indus to hold . 
the great Durbar; a charge designed, not so much to’- 
obtain money as to impose an additional heavy corre- 
spondence on him ; and when he successfully resisted this 
attempt at extortion, worthy of a Swiss innkeeper, the, 
newspapers were directed to impute avarice ! Avarice to 
a man wlio was at the moment proposing to the supremo* 
government a reduction of his stdary ; Jind who in a long^ 
life has only regarded money as^cimblingjui^^ 
otherst^ ease and comfort ii?^imicTtohnn^ ^ 
thur*t5^1rnak(?wOT occasion It 

is thus they endeavour to prevent the success of Lord 
EllenborougVs policy; but that policy is good, and if 
necessary I will die sword in hand to support it — when I 
shrink let them sing their song of triumph over me and 
over their country/^ 

Continued tranquillity in Scinde was his consolation for 
all these vexations ; but it would be erroneous to suppose 
that was obtained without a personal superintendence and 
labour beyond the ordinary habits of government ; for the 
people, finding law and justice synonymous, took an eager 
pleasure in the first, and the number of cases, continually 
augmenting, .became at last nearly overwhelming. This 
was endured however in preference to having the aid of 
lawyers, with their enormous expenses and tlieir fixed j 
rules, neither giving nor taking, which the fierce ^ 

c]|jgjggDjvguj^^ even in the commonest 

matte^xhSycom^^ convinced that justice was 

done if the 'Padishavtfs autograph was not attached to the 
decision. In serious matters the nicest political discrimi- 
^ nation was required. Two men might be, and in the eyq.J 
of the law would appear similar in guilt — ^hang one, and^ 
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all would bow in submission; hang the other and the 
whole country would rise in arms. T3ius Wullee Chandia 
and another chief might commit the same crimes ; but the 
first was a holy man as well as a robber; to touch him 
would have aroused all the fanaticism of the neighbouring 
tribes^ would have brought to his aid 

and produced a great war. It was by such considerations 
Sir C. Napier was governed in his internal policy, and no 
amount of personal labour would make him deviate from 
it. He was compelled also to apply the same mixture of 
force and subtilty to the surrounding independent tribes, 
for which one illustration will suffice. 

The jam of Beila, ruling beyond the Hala range on the 
south-west, allowed some of his people to make a slight 
foray in Scinde ; he was powerful, but not in a condition 
Ito raise a war; wherefore the general, accepting the plun- 
•‘‘dercd Pydiy^'IMJWl JWf’WfEf^Uiount of their losses, sent his 
moonshee mtYrwmm 

repayment, and intimating that delay would cause the 
governor to come in person, which would be more costly. 
The money was instantly paid, though the jam was forced 
to pawn his sword to raise the sum ; he said indeed that 
the ryots^ claim was far too large, but added, ^^the general 
is a king, and what the king does is good.^^ To the 
moonshee however he complained that one of the Scindian 
commissaries had defrauded him of his just taxes; and 
that being found true, the offender was arrested and forced 
to refund the amount. -It was greater than the ryots^ 
claim and the jam gained by the whole transaction. The 
overplus was however paid with a subtle turn, to show that 
justice not weakness had prevailed. An officer ofgigaiitic 
stature and daring temper, escorted by a selected body^ of 
the Scindian horsemen carried the money as an ambas- 
sadorp; with this message, "the jam^s friendship is the 
more prized as it saves the fgW 

compelled to plunder Beila, and gives him the happiness of 
being able to attack the jam^s enemies if they come into 
Scinde,” thus indirectly giving "him hopes of British 
protection. 
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These negotiations furnished an opportunity to exa- CHA#. VI* 
mine the Beila country and ascertain the princess true 
position. He was the most powerful chief of Southern 
Beloochistan^ and though nominally subject to the khan 
of Khelat^ was in fact independent^ despotic, and odious to 
his subjects. country extended to the coast and 

contained the port of Soono-meeance — a better one at that 
time than Kurrachec — where much smuggling was carried 
on, to the equal detriment of the jam, and of Scinde 
and Bombay. It was therefore proposed to the supreme 
government to purchase this port, which it was thought 
the jam would readily sell, as his revenue also suffered 
from the smuggling. But to put down the contraband 
trade was only a part of the generates design; he hoped 
finally to draw the trade of Central Asia down by Khelat 
and the plain of Wudd, behind the Hala mountains, to 
Soono-meeanee, without going thro ugh the di fficult 
dangerous Bolan Pass, where it fost9WW!IB*“p!^^ 
habits of the tribes bordering Scinde. These are castles 
in the air, he observed, but if I can fix a few good 
foundations the floating castles will settle down on them, 
and the nations will look back on my battles as whole- 
some alteratives, which have produced freedom and compa- 
rative afiluence in place of miserable slavery and a fitful 
existence by rapine.^^ 

Notwithstanding the general adherence of the Beloochees 
to the new order "^df governi'h8B?7"fB^’'^^ too fierce to^ 
yield imphcit ' oTiedidnce in au ma ana tlieir con- 
queror was l(Jd "W!SW 10 dJfSSfTSjrTlBl&BSJTa^^ 
which ou gh t to be the result of policy and time. He well 
still ealrie d arms, and he was c ontent 
Wflll!*IRaW^^ they regardeffli?e35crs?!a!^^ hide 
them in the presence of the British authorities. He knew 
also, although the slaves generally had defied their masters, 
that many rich people and chiefs still held persons, prin- 
cipally women, in slavery but treated them gently, fearing 
to lose them, liberty being a morsel greedily , snatched at. 

Hence, only when complaints of ill-usage reached him did 
he directly interfere, acting indirectly however, with great 
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perseverance and subtilty to insure their final emancipa- 
tion, as shall be shown further on. 

But while engaged in these matters of civil administra- 
tion, he was continually meditating on the great and 
difficult scheme of operations necessary to reduce the 
Cutchee hill-tribes when the season would permit action, 
for the obstacles were formidable. Troops could not move 
from Sukkur and Shikarpoore until the inundation, which 
always flooded the countiy between those places, had sub- 
sided ; and that subsidence was generally followed by sick- 
ness, which was already discovering itself at the latter 
town in a severe form. Tt was therefore necessary to 
ascertain whether a general pestilence would again prevail, 
before any measures could be even taken to open tlie 
campaign, and then the following difficulties were to be 
overcome. 

in Ajgrca^descr^|as to be passed, a surprise effected 
aiidman^warnk^lnen to be encountered, who, brave 
even to madness, had an immense space of mountains 
behind them for prolonging a dangerous warfare; they 
had also to back them a multitude of other tribes, brave 
as themselves and as lawless, ready to aid, cither in fight 
or in retreat, until tlie conflict should bring the British into 
collision with the Seikhs and Affghans. In that desert a 
heat destructive to Europeans prevailed; and in those 


mountains a edd equally destructive to sen ovs ; for the 
»bre£zesj;vhich^b(? ^m^^ouI(r^s^ eagerly to meet the 

Failure 

wouIxT^jauscTtlil^TGsr"^ and bo 

dangerous for Sciiidc, which would be 
the and by all 

of the Khda^LSnala momitaina. Th^estdenc^^ 
to be dreaded therefore in Upper Semde wliile prepara- 
'l^ns were being made ; and those preparations had to h* 
made with secrecy, or the s\uprise of the hillmen, which 
was judged essential to success, could not be effected. It 
was essential also to deceive the organs of the Bombay 
faction — ever on the watch for doing mischief — as they 
; would be sure to give the enemy timely notice ofj)repara- 
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tions and projects, and give advice also as to counteraction. 
How all these obstacles were overcome shall be shown here- . 
after, for many serious crosses and forced changes of plans 
happened before the warfare was in activity: but the 
first general notions may be thus sketched. 

The Murrees though warlike Kior 

v ery predat^ v. and it was hoped to separate them from 
the others.Wrhe^^mjuckaJ^^ 

on the west, weretoJ^ustant^to make incursions oi^ 
tecinde, and being avowed subjects of the khan of Khelat 
-might through that princess influence be kept neutral. 
The hostile tribes would tlms be confined to the range of 
hills running from Poolagce to the Indus, if by surprise, a 
body of men sufficient to fight them when altogether 
could be thrown into the hills near that place, cutting off 
the Kujjucks on the west and uniting with the Murrees on 
the north. In this view it was designed first to assemble 
» troops, as if in defence and fear, at Khanghur and Rojan 
ron the Sciudian edge of the Khusmorc desert; then t^ 
invite the khan of Khelat to a conference at Dadiir near 
*tlm mouth of the Bolan Pass, under pretext of arranging 
Knclatian affairs ; if he accepted the proposal to proceed 
there with two thousand selected men and twenty field- 
^picces, but instead of returning by the same road, to 
^rike suddenly off into the Cutchcc hills and sweep the 
^efiles in all their length towards the Indus, while the 
)l>rccs at Rojan and Khanghur made a simultaneous march 
Itipon Poolagce. In this manner it would be possible to sur- 
I prise and surround Bcja Khan, who w^as now the avowed 
^(ghief of ^gVhOljCQjjjj^g^ the w ar ; and if, as was 

. proba]B^"tnaJw!l^^^5or should detect the snare of 
^meeting the khan and save himself in the western moun- 
tains, his places of Poolagee, Oolagec and Lheree could 
nbe destroyed, and their forts occupied, which would give a 
command of the wells and consequently of the desert. 

Though the plan and time of execution were confined to 
the generaPs breast, liis resolution to punish the robbers, 
sooner or later, was made no secret of ; because neither the 
Bomljfty faction nor Bcja could divine the final schcrae,^^ 
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and in their eagerness were likely to conceive many false 
notions^ which would in the end pcridex themselves and 
conduce to the public interest ; but the matter being vthus-^ 
noised abroad^ displayed in a very remjirkable manner the 
fluence which as a conqueror he had acquired over 
e barbarian nations of Central Asia. For it was sup- 
oscd“Tlie"^xpc3i!ion^ be the commencement of a 
reerofgenc]^^ cwJK from'*"?ire 

!veHe?""Wo8e^^ a Tetter, saying the 

;eneral^s anger was dreaded there; and at the same timo# 
iresents and assuranees of goodwill arrived from many 
other quarters ; amongst them from the Affglian chiefs of 
Candahar and Herat ; and it was at this time the khan of 
|[Xhivaj whose dominions border the Aral and Caspian seas, 
i sent a prince of his family to negotiate an alliance with 
[the victorious governor of Scindc. To all these mes- 
Mages and; ambassadors fitting answers and presents were 
tgiven, and Sir C. Napier, ever watchful to augment his , 
moral influence, caused his horse-artillery to gallop up , 
rsome difficult rocky heights and open a fire in presence of 
*thc Herat and Khiva men; well knowing the exploit, rcallv 
j remarkable and to them astonishing, would be magnifiea 
by eastern hyperbole into something marvellous, and as 
such spread all over Asia. ^ 

From the chiefs of independent tribes came offers to'* 
join the expedition with their mounted wfUTiors, and this 
general indication of respect for his power in arms, waS( 
seen by the general with pleasure, as giving moral force; buti 
in the difficult enterprise projected he would not accept the' 
service of men sure to turn 

He preferred trusting to hiso?!m*gSni^^ but 

surer men, and only drew from those offers the inference, 
that he might act with even more audacity than before in 
his intercourse with the surrounding nations. ^ 

While revolving these matters, one of the bad effects 
of Lord EUenborough^s recall was felt in the separation of 
Cutch from his command. The secret committee in 
England, on Bombay instigation, had it restored to that 
presidency, alleging grounds in language pompous and 
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pretending, and..«disdoai^^ to give all pos- CHAP 

sible poramnnl with all possible ignorance 

The command over Cutch had been 
Lord EUenborough, and to lose it 
again, when he was almost overwhelmed with labour, was 
for Sir C. Napier personally a great relief ; but for the 
public very injurious. Firstly. It deprived Scinde of the • 
support of Colonel Roberts, whose influence over the Rad 
of Cutch was unbounded j and with Roberts went the^ 
action of the native force which that able officer had organ- 
ized to aid in controlling the Delta. Secondly. Cutch' 
belonged politicalljjgjyjjjj^^ and had no^ 

natural connection with Bombay. The people of Cutch — ' 
more especially the outlaw tribes on its border — were at 
once attached to and afraid of the Scindian government, i 
whereas they despised and laughed at the Bombay govern- 4 
ment, probably the most oppressive and incapable of any . 
imder British domination ; hence the error of taking Cutch^ 
from Scinde would have had to be repaired at great cost 
of life and treasure if any after-commotion had happened 
in the unliealtliy and intricate Delta. Nothing of that 
kind occurred indeed, because Sir C. Napier proved himself 
a conqueror in every way; subduing the Belooch fierceness 
in battle, bending their pride by just laws, and winning their 
afiections by unmistakeable anxiety for their welfare ; but 
with less policy^lon his part the folly of the act would have 
been ma/ln TTia renanumir nn this clearly 

developed his own views, and exposed all the ignorance 
and insolence of the minute in which the change was 
advocated. 

" Of Cutch, its local 'history and past government he 
mighV^ he said, know little, as asserted in the minute ; 
but the treaties of 1816-19-32 were enough for the pur- 
' pose. The civil government of Cutch had been conferred 
on him when he was ill and only prevented by a sense o^ 
duty from resigning that of Scinde. It was however by 
its geographical position and features separated from, not 
connected with Bombay, as the minute averred; and it^ 
was, on the contrary, closely connected geographically with , 
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^indc. The was a continu- 

ation of the Gulf of Cut ch, whichJ^Slttfi wtfflft^ with 
the desert boundary of ScmcTeT ^T off llotubjay y)^^ 
zerat, and vniied Cutch to Scinde. 

^^As to their ^ moral positions/ If two countries under 
different princes, divided also by strong natural featui*es, 
ivcrc united by fortuitous circumstances it u ould be an 
anomaly, and did not exist here. Under his government 
fto correspondence as to 'social connection^ between 
Dutch and Guzzerat had taken place, but a great deal as 
bo DISPUTES between them; wliich, coupled witli the three 
breatics, sufficiently indicated their m utual feelings of 
hostility: Cutch scemccl'^to be as luiimcaT tolhc Guiewar 
)f Guzzerat as it was to the Bombay government, which 
t hated. 


"Why was it supposed that the Rao of Cutch had ‘mo7'e 
vnfide7ice hi the goveimment of Bombay than in that of 
\cinde ? ^ It would be indeed surprising if tlic llao desired 
.0 resume his connection with Guzzerat and Bombay — 
lie contrary was the fact. The Rao had full confidence in 
lis tried and acknowledged friend Colonel Roberts ; and 
hat excellent officer liad given him entire confidence 
n the governor of Scinde, Avho had done nothing to 
brfeit it. 


" That some connection should have existed, previous to 
he conquest of Scinde, between Bombajfc and Cutch was 
natural; becau se Scinde had been hostile in the ex treme, 
Bombay frieiidl^^'n5'ES"ir'w5?"tlie"ame(^^ had 

been hostile — not the Scindccs, who were connected with 
the Cutchees in social life, by mercantile and religious 
ties, and by marriage. This was proved in the trials of 
offenders where all those ties were made known, though 
not always of a moral character. 

" If a military government had its disadvantages, and" it 
unquestionably had so, it had also its advantages; one 
feeing, that the chief knew most of what passed, and 
acquired a general knowledge of what in civil govern- 
ments is absorbed or lost in departments. Hence he was 
enabled to say, that if the rooted hostility of the ameers 
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to Cutch, had been a ble, to separate the two peoplg ^ 
the friendly intercourse now established anTTapidtym- 
.would sooij^^inc{>rpopte^ t^ iem as co mpletely ir 
their iw in their * geographical relations* ‘ 

There was however an administrative view also to be 
taken. Many of the robbers of the desert bordering the 
Ifflg fflTiutc h t!4Uglly the ameers 

the Ral8"BRd' tlWf' CffltttVRr ; but who'^yeTToun^^ 
pursued BJTSiliy OllU Uf those governments, an asylum witl 
their social friends in each country. Lord Ellenborough 
who thoroughly understood the wliolc subject, had enjoinet 
a conciliatory policy with these outlaws, and that was oni 
reason for employing Colonel Roberts ; because he knew 
them well, and he had persuaded numbers, driven by the 
tyranny of the ameers to become robbers, to return and 
settle as ryots in Scinde. Barbarism had however long 
ruled, and those wild tribes cared not for the Bombay 
government, nor confided in its protection, nor feared its 
anger ; but the military governor of Scinde they did feaiv 
knowing he could and w'ould be amongst them in arms ii 
they offended him. They were essentially warriors and 
held civil government in contempt ; a corporal in Hydera- 
bad would have more moral influence with them than the 
governor-general in Bombay. They were all submissive 
from the day the battle of Hyderabad was won, because 
from that field thi^y had been informed by the victor that 
he would extirpate them if they were not so. Yet before 
that action they had despised the English government at 
Bombay. 

Colonel Roberts' influence with the governor of Scinde 
they knew, and that the latter decided all appeals by 
strict rules of justice and not by favour : — hence they, and 
the Rao himself, had great confidence in the Scindian 
rule#. The Ra5 personally had more than once found the 
Scindian paramount power meant only paramount justice, 
protecting alike himself and his people ; and being a just 
and good man this gave liim pleasure and a confidence in 
the Scinde governor wliich he did not feci in that of 
Bombay: and wdth respect to administrative acts the 
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^ ^Beligiom conwtftfiifla i niiiThia JiftdAeen touched upon in 
the minute without much knowledge of the matter. The 
Hindoos in Scinde, and especially in the Delta, were very 
numerous — themajmtjjggp^^ 
no_ ^re/igjgj^a.jSS'tcraiiin tim^^ 

Scinde and Cutch; nearly all th e artificers attr acted to 
Scinde since the fall of the ameers^cSn^SomTJut 


With respect to the military view, no wise man could 
in liis political arrangements assume as a basis that a new 
l^onquest would be peaceful ; no man rejoiced more at the 
tranquillity of Scinde than he did, because he was respon- 
sible for it ; no man had more confidence in its perma- 
nence ; but he was not blinded to the fact, that accident 
might at any moment disturb that tranquillity — he had 
shaken hands with the Bcloochees, but they were bloody 
hands ! Scarcely a family in the land but had to deplore 
losses, and these things were not forgotten; yet they 
were, he believed, forgiven, because a Beloochee glories at 
the death of his relations in battle. Besides he had given 
the chiefs back all they possessed under the ameers, none 
had suffered in property and many had gained — ^the poorer 
people had done so enormously. 

One old man had, after making submission, grasped 
his hand and said ^ I am here to make my salaam to you 
as my chief ; but I fought at Meeance and eighty of my 
own family died in that battle ! Now I am ready to die 
fighting by your side and under your flag.' Such were 
the military feelings of these men, but would not that 
old warrior in a moment draw the sword again, if he 
thought there was a chance of victory — a faithful subject 
only while it was convenient. For some years nothing 
else could be expected, and to legislate, to administer on 
the bond of such a man's loyalty would be gross foUy. 
He bowed to the conqueror, to the man who returned his 
possessions. Let that conqueror be replaced by a civil 
government, and let civil servants affiront him and he 
would take to arms instantly; but he would not do' so 
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where a victorious general was to be dealt with. Hence/ CHAP. vi. 
^the tranquillity prevailing could not he a reason for 
reuniting Cutch to Bomha^* ’ 

" He had recently given Bombay help, vet reluctantly ; 
not from wsmting the troops^ but lest their departure 

shpuld give Dr. oppor- 

was w^eaF ^aSy the 

EngKsIuTffifflEfeTSelSr^L^^ blotted with 

jungles desert tracks and sand-hills^ were tribes that, 

having such fastnesses and a retreat open into the great 
desert and to Cutch, had been always wild and resolute,^ 
and a revolt there would be very diffieult to quell. But i:Q 
the force in Cutch were in good hands, like Colonel 
Roberts,^ it could co-operate with troops from Kurrachee,^ 

Hyderabad and Omercote ; and the revolters thus attacked 
on all sides would lose the game. They knew that, and 
were quiet ; but if Cutch were again placed under the Bom- 
bay government, and a political agent replaced a military 
man, the hold of the Delta would at once become morally 
weakened : for the people there could not understand the 
troops being under one man the civil government under 
another. 

Such countries could not be governed by the mere 
official arrangements of a civil governor; their ruler for 
some years must be a military man, who must have 
frequent intercourse with the chiefs to gain an insight 
to their characters ; and they also would form a tolerably 
correct one of his. In fine, unsophisticated human nature 
and military nature must both be studied in dealing with 
barbarians ; they would not bear from a civilian arrange- 
ments suited to civilization but crossing their prejudices ; 
yet to the stern behests of a soldier chief they would bow 
in submission. 

A comparison of the last year's administration of Cutch 
under Colonel Roberts with any other political agency under 
the Bombay government, would show the superiority of the 
former; and the wisdom of Lord Ellenborough's arrange- 
ment would be made manifest. Colonel Roberts knew 
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much more of Cutch its * history , treaties,' and peculiar 
circumstances ^ — so emphatically and ignorantly adverted 
to in the minute — ^than any ^vcrnment could know; 
Ids knowledge b eing deri ved, from yea rs^ residence 

amongst them. And as to ^ record^, Scinde and Bombay 
being eq ually under the one supreme government, no 
public advantage^ could accrue from their custody^ being 
with for 

rare references on imimportanTr^^ 

It was asserted in the minute that the ^ governor of 
Scinde was necessarily and completely ignorant of what 
had been previously done, and of the peculiar circumstances 
ff the country.^ An opinion thus given as to his peculiar 
ignorance was not worth disputing; but that he was 
I necessarily ignorant ^ could not be sustained ; because 
only a little energy and reading was sufficient to ascertain 
what had been done, and what ought to be done under the 
^peculiar existing circumstances* However, whether well 
or ill acquainted with that matter, if ^ he must, even though 
perfectly informed, be incapable for a long time to come, of 
acquiring the confidence of the prince and people, in a 
degree comparable to that in which it was possessed by the 
Bombay government* he agreed that Cutch should not 
be left to his ruling. He would only remark, that recent 
events and the insurrection then going on in the presi- 
dency of Bombay, did not seem to prove that ^ long and 
intimate connection with the Bombay government was syno- 
nymous with confidence in it,* 

" If Cutch was not annexed to Scinde the troops in the 
former should not have their commander in the latter 
province. In peace it was not necessary, and it would 
cause a useless inconvenient separation of the Bombay 
troops from their own government. But in contradiction 
to the positive and ill-founded assertions in the secret 
committee's minute, Cutch ought to be annexed to Scinde ; 
because those countries were united geographically and 
in every relation of life, civil, religious, commerci^ and 
military ; because Cutch was naturally severed from Bom- 
bay as regarded its internal arrangements ; and because 
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the Rao had not any particular desire to belong to that CHAP. vi. 
presidency.” 

This view of aflEairs, uiSnswerable, and unanswered save 
by the exercise of dogged power, ^was, at the very moment 
of its being proffered, confirmed in an unquestionable 
manner by an application from several hundred families 
in Cutch for land in Scinde, accompanied with certificates 
from a British s.y,b-collector to say, they were not bar- 
barous, but an industrious people and skilful cultivators ! 
Nevertheless Cutch was reannexed to Bombay, because 
Lord Ripon, to whom this foolish and insulting minute 
was addressed, feared and flattered the Court of Directors 
instead of controlling it; and that short-sighted and 
malignant body was swayed by personal feelings. It is 
thus the world is misgoverned ! 
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In October the 13tli European regiment came down the 
Indus to Kurrachee^ in progress for England, and accord- 
ing to custom left volunteers for other corps, some of them 
to finish their many glorious actions with deaths as heroic 
as ever graced the best soldiers of Rome. To replace the 
13th at Sukkur, the 78th were sent up the country, a 
fine body of Highlanders from whom gallant service was 
expected in the Cutchee hills, but an overruling power 
had decreed that a terrible calamity should frustrate 
that hopel Meanwhile a practical crushing reply to 
the calumnies of the Bombay faction, as to the unquiet 
feelings of tlie Scindians, was furnished by Sir C. Napier, 
Thougli on the point of engaging in a difficult campaign 
beyond tlie jjroiiticr of Scinde, he spared, at the earnest 
entreaty of the Bombay government, one European and 
one native regiment to aid in quelling an insurrection 
in that presidency ; and that no kind of reproof might l)e 
wanting, he supplied the loss of those regiments with the 
Beloochjba^^^ of the men said to be his 

deadly enemies ! 

In November, the annual sickness after the inundation 
being much less than wa& expected, jind most places 
entirely healthy, the general resolved to repair to Sukkur 
in furtherance of the contemplated operations against the 
hillmen ; and as the north-western part of Scinde, which, 
as before observed, was rather conciliated than conquered, 
had never been visited by him, he resolved to take that 
line, and, making his journey one of inquiry, exploration 
and reform, to impress the full action of his administra- 
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tion on the people. He took with him the volunteers of 
the 13th regiment, formed as a guard, and with them a 
detachment of the Scinde irregular horsemen, called by 
the country people, as they do all irregular cavalry, 
MoguUae^j^Jjl^^ by that name they shall in fu- 

tllreTcrTRsting^^ Steady in faith and conduct they 
were, though a congregation of adventurers fro m every, 
ggftiiintrjr nud tnvrt^rrrrryj 

way were those men; and that 

afterwards at Goojerat, where the Scinde Mogullaecs sur-^ 
prised friend and foe alike by their surpassing discipline^ 
and courage. 

While preparing for this journey, a strong detachment^ 
was ordered from Hyderabad 

to test the salubrity of that place; and one advantage 
was immediately discovered, namely, good water, plentiful 
and pure, a thing of great moment ; for in Scinde the soil 
was so impregnated with different salts that scarcely ever' 
could good water be found. This time was chosen for 
testing Ahmed Khan, in the hope that such various 
movements of troops — those from Hyderabad going west- 
ward, while the 78th went northward up the river, and the 
general with his escort roved through the norljjj^western 
parts — would give rise, as the same policy hadiikWlthe year 
before, to exaggerations, and powerfully affect the fears 
and the imaginations of the hill tribes. The sanato- 
rium project was however finally abandoned, because the 
Clifton hills and the Munnoora point, near Kurrachec, 
were found to possess a more excellent climate plose to the 
seat of government, whereas Ahmed Khan could only be 
reached through thjj^^jjgge^regio^^ being explored 
by the general. Jft 

It was a series of dead levels, five, fifteen, and twenty 
miles broad and from fifteen to a hundred long; each 
flat was bounded by limestone rocks, in ranges running 
nearly north and south, and rising perpendicularly from a 
thousand to three thousand feet. The strata were of 
every inclination, horizontal, perpendicular, oblique and 
even circular ; but the faces ofJ;hg ra nggs w ere like wall s 
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crowned with huge castellated battlements ; and though 
watercourses from eighty to one hundred yards wide 
were sometimes found, the plainif were otlicrwise as flat and 
united as a billiard-table. 

Sick men could not be safely moved across these flats 
because of the sand-storms, comniWPiBlfBgOT 
but here of peculiar vehemence. One which assailed the 
i^head-quarters on this in anv 

^cm^^revimiSMexgs^^ The air was calm, but suddenly 
^everything, animate and inanimate, became overcharged 
^witli electricity, and the sand, rising violently, adhered 
to the Jiorses^ eyes, nearly blinding them ; the human hair 
'stood out like quills, streaming with fire, and all persons felt 
t strangedepressionofj^^ the evil influence passed 
•away. Invalids could not have lived under the oppression. 
^The people said there was no water in the rocks, and 
► though this was discredited, it was certain that water 
I would bo difficult to find, and the making of roads expen- 
Isive : moreover the reflective power of those natural walls 
was very great, and unteinpered by the cool monsoon 
breezes, which arc found to render Clifton one of the most 
healthy stations in the East. 

In the country above Sehwan Sir C. Napier found a 
tribe o^j^w, not the Belooch tribe of that name 
but Scindecs, in a miserable condition. They had been 
driven from their dwellings in the Delta by the ameers 
because of their fidelity to the Kalloras, and had taken to 
a robber life in the western mountains, where, in the 
midst of Beloochees incited to attack them, they lived 
entirely by force. These poor people were transferred 
j^ith their own consent to Jurruk on the Indus, and 
they became horiWf^Wftl^^ ||p.ithful subjects. 

This was the first of the reforms which this wild quarter 
of Scindc required; and there were many violations of 
law to be corrected and false applications of political 
economy by subordinate administrators to be suppressed. 
The task was difficult, yet, having previously caused all 
the collectors, sub-collectors, and military magistrates to 
keep minute .diaries of their pro£eedmgs,^ wjiich^ witji. 
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enormous mentiil labour he had conskiutly perused. Sir 
C. Napier was prepared to discover what was ill judged, 
and to apply checks. 

Everywhere the goodwill of the people and the im- 
mense natural resources of the country were apparent; 
but the admiuil^triaition had been much embarrassed and 
retarded by the absence of the chief collectors and many 
^sub-collectors, who^ delj||jtated by the fever of 1843, hacP 
gone to other countries for the recovery of strength. Iiig 
their absence, errors, frauds, oppressions and irregularity^ 
of various kinds, had sprung up, as was to be expected i^^ 
a country where such disorders had been so recently* 
the general rule of government. Amongst other mischief^ 
many fishermen of the great lake in tliat quarter h^ 
by having t heir taxation raised on thcf*^ 
ISfsc^incipte of improving inc revenue ; and the land-tax^ 
sWl practically amounted to half the produce. These:' 

TSTlics wxre suppresseci m s pite of all remonstrances, as* 

being morally Avrong and^m ^^ment^ errors in govern/ ii 
ment, though not so judged generally. '"mmmmrn 

Mistakes of this kind the general Avas not surprised at ; 
but lie Avas amazed and incensed to find himself sur- 
rounded by numbers of slaves praying for liberty, the edict 
against that Avrong having been wholly disrgg^^ded. He 
instantly seized twelve or thirteen of the most guilty 
slaveholders, and carried them Avith his camp in irons. 
Ilis subtle dealing with this matter shall be explained 
jljyjjjipr on. Meanwhile he was surrounded by the popu- 
lation, praying protection against the rjjjjJjgrs^jM^^ 
cially against two chiefs, or rather tribes, who vexed the 
country in a terrible manner. These men he had long 
been watching ind^Key’^^CfC at this time captured. The 
first, named Sowat G uddfi|^|yas taken by Fitzgerald,^ 
who hearing that the roob^^wordsmen were abroad for 
spoil, only forty remaining with the chief as a . guard, 
made a march of seventy-five miles with the camel corps 
and surprised his mountain camp. Guddee fled, Fitz- 
gerald lau nched me n in pursuit, a nd the robber with his 
iu^ hisi l^y^n eDhenta a nd some Sobers bay. 
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Lieutenant James of the police, speaking their lan- 
guage, said to four who stood separately. Surrender and 
you are safe. One leaped forward and seized his bridle, 
James saved him, and cried out again. You see I do 
not hurt him! Surrender. No! exclaimed the other 
three. No! we are Guddee^s son and nephews and we 
will not surrender. They stood, and clashed their arms. 
But there was amongst the police present a lad, son of 
Ayliff Khan, tlie strong Patan swordsman who captured 
the Lion^s brother ; this youth, scarcely inferior in strength 
courage and comeliness to his father, rushed with a com- 
rade to tlie duel, and thougli the Beloochees had sword 
and shield, while young Aylilf and his eompauion had 
only swords, the latter slew all three. Meanwhile Ayliff, 
the father, rode up to Gudd cc sav in g Yield thee^ Gudjl eC|^ 
or I will slay. Are you Ayiiff khan ? Yes. Gu5clee 
flung down his weapon ; for t hese e astern swordsmen are 
all well kn own to each oth er, ana no mau was more 
f o^idabl^than AvliffJGi^ . Grieved the gcncrjil was 
fo7n??13eath of Guddee^s son and nephews; but their 
resistance was rather the rcsiilt of desperation tluui high 
feeling; they gave no quarter and expected none; even 
the man who surrendered to James attempted to kill him 
immediately afterwards. 

Nowbut Khan, the second robber chief, was a terrible 
savage of great personal strength, who had recently plun- 
dered a Persian cafila within the borders of Scinde, and 
murdered six poor unarmed camel-men. He 

and was the terror of the upper 
plains. A thousand rupees had been offered for his 
apprehension, and Wullee Chandia, always true to his 
word, captured and brought him to the general, who paid 
the reward in the presenG|y^^^the^ chiefs, at a Durbar 
held in Larkaana. lie also gave Wullee, Nowbut^s 
sword, that robber^s name being inlaid in gold letters on 
the blade; and with subtle policy he did so; for the 
acceptance of such a sword jvas the public acknowledg- 
ment of a blood-feud w hich must end in the death of one 
or other cluc£ 
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At this Durbar, sharply and even vehemently did he CHAP. VII. 
address the assembled chiefs, inveighing against slavery 
and giving the greater men indirect intimations that the 
persons he had arrested were not the only violators of the 
law. He told them likewise that he knew of their secret 
thoughts as to plundering ; and he adduced the fates of 
Nowbut and of Guddee, who were to be put to death, as 
proof of his power and resolution to enforce his authority. 

Tighter than this he did not think fit to draw the cord, 
until the gi*eat robber tribes of the Cutchee hills were put 
down. However he so awed the chiefs present, that 
voluntarily they assured him they would in future keep 
their followers from robbing, and they fulfilled that pro- 
mise. On these occasions he regretted his ignorance of 
the Bclooch tongue, a knowledge of which would he said, 
have been equal to an additional force of a thousand 
soldiers; but he endeavoured to supply this want by 
significant actions ; and in that view had, as before said, 
carried with him in chains the rich men arrested for 
having slaves. 

Many sirdars, conscious of like offences, seeing this, 
came to beg the guilty men off, and some w ere pardoned ; 
but others more guilty were still retained in irons as an 
example. There w^as here unequal justice, but he thus 
explained liis policy. It is true Wullee and Hadgce, the 
great chiefs, arc just as guilty, but they treat their slaves 
gently ; and were I to make them prisoners, at least one 
battle with forty^^ mountaineers jy ould have to be 

fought, an^"pSScmS51^sIa^r^ would be ^rpetuated : now * 

I shall by indirect means destroy it. This is the way to^ 
deal with these barbarians. Meanwhile I fortify places,^ 
build barracks, form police, relieve the poor and en- ^ 
courage them to defy theirjown^chiefe No person knows * 
my whole policy, it comes out in my public discourses, as^ 
if unpremeditated, and is only, gradually unfolded. If it ^ 
was known beforehand it would lose its effect. It is in- 
deed so little understood, that I have had trouble to keep 
some of my superior officers from driving Wullee Chandia 



154 


SIR CHARLES NAPIER’s 


CHAP. VII. natives were alike in all things — ^but they are not alike 
1344^ in dispsoitiou^ or power, or habits. Robbery has been 

the vocation of Wullec and others, and in their notions .. 
an honourable one. Hence I never justify punishment 
of any person by saying he robs — ^he murders — he is 
immoral. I say I punish you because you have dis- 
obeyed my orders which were that you should not rob, 
should not murder, should not hold slaves. This they 
understand, it is the Padishaw’s wiD. They do not under- 
stand our notions of honour and morality. The chiefs 
think I am a man who is taking time by the forelock, 
making my fortune, and«as I hit them hard in the battles 
they offer no opposition ; but the people find I am their 
friend ; they live well, and in a few years will be so inde- 
pendent as to defy a return to slavery and misery. Even 
now, if the ameers were restored I could drive them out 
again by the aid of the people only, without a soldier. 

The gift of Nowbut^s sword rendered the Chandian 
chief a sure check on that robber^s remaining band and 
friends, which, conjoined with the promises made by the 
other chiefs, gave good hope that the right bank of the 
Indus would be tranquil during the operations against the 
hill tribes. Wullec did not shrink from the dangerous 
honour of the sword, but knowing that Nowbut, if let 
loose again would seek to slay him, he, when departing, 
turned and in a low earnest tone said You will kill 
Nowbut. Yes I will kill him. Good ! and the old man 
left the tent. I^t this killing of Nowbut, Guddee, and 
^inferior robbers, was not done""vntEouf*ff^ mental 
Struggle, wliich was thus described. 

^ I shall hang all my prisoners, there is no help for it ; 
‘if I did not do so Scinde would be a sheet of blood ! 
‘The villagers are coming in crowds around me, com- 
^plaining of devastations and murders by these robbers 
and their confederate in the Cutchee hills. Women have 

I 

been killed; ehildren’s bauds eut off; the innoeent nn- 
amed camel-men craelly put to death; great tracts of 
country have been laid waste, and twenty-five villages 
destroyed. They shall have a fair trial, but if murders 
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are proved they shall die. Were deliberate murderers to CHAP. VII. 
escape from weakness on my part, the consequent dis- 
^orders would lie on my head and I could never quiet this 
country. All the people are rejoicing that these men 
^ have been captured. In fine^ a m^p. placed as I am must 
have nerve for his work; but it is very painful and makes 
me wish I had never put a sword by my side^ or used any- 
thing but a spade. However I pray God to make me 
just in my decisions^ and my mind being once fixed I 
strike ! And if social laws arc to exist at all, if we arc not 
to hold our throats to the assassin^s knife, if self-defence 
is permitted, I am justified in what I do as much as I 
should be in struggling for life with an assassin and killing 
him. 

Some tliink this contrary to the Christian religion ; 
perhaps it is so; but then government must cease, and 
the greatest ruffian be the greatest man. Human 
nature cannot go this length, and I am resolved as to my 
course, feeling my heart free from all motive but doing 
what the interest of society demands, namely, t h^t the^ 
r obber shall be put down in Scinde. I said this from the 
firsITSSiTTTiave^om^^ it ere three months 

more be passed. If it be God’s will that the robbers shall 
not be put down, I shall fail ; but he has, by overthrowing 
the ameers, apparently given his sanction to the course I 
pursue. I could neglect my work and get more praise, 
but if I did this I should not see Scinde prosper, and my 
conscience would be ill at ease : now I sleep well for I do 
my best. please not the Court of Directors. For 

tliat I care not, they are but cunning fools, and I am a 
man whose daily occupafion is to deal lives of hib 

fellow-men ; and if I do not deeply consider before I act I 
go down as a murderer 1 I allow no margin for men who 
rule — ^they may give up. I pray night and day and every 
hour i n the da^ to do ri^t, and i believe i do so m the 
sight of God. If not 1 am criminal, for error in judg- 
ment in rulers is crime. Nations should not suffer because 
individuals are vain and self-sufficient.’^ 

During this journey Sir C. Napier had occf^on to 
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observe witli wliat an infelicitous derision Scinde had 
been called Young Egypt, as if the comparison were a 
folly, when in fact the two countries have a striking 
similarity. In their flatness, fertility, deserts, moun- 
tains, single river and4p.nnual inundation — in their deltas, . 
their scarcity of seaports, their frequent change of rulers, 
their three races — Copts, Arabs and dominant Mamelook 
swordsmen in Egypt; Hindoos, Scindees and dominant 
Belooch swordsmen in Scinde — ^in their former greatness, 
their decay under a bad government and their present 
chance of resuscitation. In all these things the resem- 
blance is complete : and it is not a little curious, that at 
this time was found, westward of the Indus, a river of 
petrified trees like that whick exists westward of the 
Nile! 

Vast tracts of fertile but uninhabited land, and many 
anciently-peopled sites, were also discovered, showing that 
the riches and magnificence attributed to Scinde in former 
days were not exaggerated, and that the right road was 
jjeing^ followed to restore them again. One of tlicsc 
ancient posts was verj^em^kaUo^Notedon^^^ 
as Mohiui Kote, it is ^Sne(in5y"^i7*i5TeSif^^ a 

fortified hill; but the country people know it only by the 
name of Reimee Kote ; and it was found to be a rampart 
of cut stone and mortar, encircling not one but many 
hills, being fifteen miles in circumference and having 
within it a strong perennial stream of the purest water 
gushing from a rock. Greek the site was supposed to be, 
‘yet no Greek Avorkmanship or ruins were there, and the 

* a meers having repaired the walls had the credit of buildi ng 
■them. 

Of the position of Alexander the Great's towns as given 
by geographers. Sir C. Napier was sceptical, unless where 
he found rocky basements which the river could not have 
"washed away; such as Sehwan, where there were con- 
siderable mounds, the work of distant ages though not 

■Greek. Neither could he understand the Macedonian 

* 

hero's march as described by the historians, unless the 
country^ was then nmch more advanced in civilization 
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.than those historians record. For as Scinde now is, and CHAP. vii. 
this must have been from greater cultivation still more 
the case in Alexander's days, not even a small army, much 
less the hundred and twenty thousand men led by the son 
of Philip, could have matched doifn either bank of the 
Indus within from ten to sixteen miles of the stream : the 
numerous nullahs or watercourses would have barred his 
progress, unless they had been bridged permancntly,*which 
would indicate even greater civilization than that noticed 
by ancient writers.. These things had however only a 
passing consideration ; he was more occupied with investi- 
gating the effect of his administration upon the welfare of 
the people. 

j^Tlierc was much to amend, especially with respect to the 
imposition of injurious taxes, which one collector. Captain 
Pr eedy, h ad adopted in the false hope of raising the revenue. 

These mistaken views chafed him, and when he discovered 
how the poor lake fishermen’s taxes had been thus raised* 
from thii*leS!rTfl ffttty per cent, by the same collector, who 
had before sought to force the pearl-fishery, his patience 
forsook him. Jesus of Nazareth! he exclaimed. How 
far well-meaning men will go in mischief ! The absence 
of the chief collector of this district, Cajitain Pope, driven 
from his duties by sickness, had indeed opened a door for 
many follies, many peculations and oppressions, the more 
extensive at first, because the European collectors and tlieiri 
subordinates had been plunged suddenly and by the force 
of arms at once into a chaos of revenue affairs, of jagheers^ 
and different modes of taxation, in a country where all the 
minor and most of tliem corrupt native functionaries had^ 
from policy been retained in their offices. Light was 
however now breaking on all these matters, and each day 
showed that future prosperity depended entirely on the 
wisdom and vigilance of the government. 

At the commencement of the journey the spies, who 
were spread in all directions, said the robber tribes were 
assembling with the oliject of supporting the khan of 
Khelat in the proposed conference. The general thought 
they would fall on him, either coming or going if occa- 
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CHAP. VII. sion offered^ and therefore he resolved to appear at Dadur< 
1844 . "With a force capable of beating them ; but though they had 
so determined^ they soon fought amongst themselves, and 
the Murrees were twice defeated by the Bhoogtees, first 
singly, and then in conjunction with the Chandikas, who 
made an unsuccessful attempt on Poolagee. The stimulus 
before mentioned, of offering the land of the Doomkees, 
Bhoogtees and Jackranees to the Chandikas and Murrees 
if they would drive them back from the frontier, had 
therefore failed ; and it was evident that only by a great 
combination and the. employment of British troops could 
the hill robbers be put down. The difficulty of doing this 
was indeed felt each day more strongly, but the general 
had decided on his policy, and as new obstacles ards^, 
nerved himself more rigidly for the enterprise. 

The fame of his march, and the wiles he used to influ- 
ence the fears of the barbarians had a great effect. Beja 
Khan became so alarmed as to send his two sons t o 
Oeneral Hunter with an offer of salaam, but his recent 
incursions, the mutilation of the children, and the killing 
of the unarmed grass-cutters, were acts of unprovoked 
warfare and cruelty not to be passed over; hence. Hunter 
was directed to give the sons reasonable time to go back, 
but to hang them if they did not depart ; and Beja was 
told he also would be executed w’^hen taken. Then as- 
suming black habiliments he declared himself t/azee^ or 
religiously devoted to the destruction of unbelievers ; and 
these gazee fanatics were very dangerous — once declared 
there was only to kill or be killed. 

Beja was not the only enemy to be menaced. The 
Lion was amongst the tribes, urging them with gold and 
promises, and sometimes appearing on the frontier of 
Scinde with a strong body of horsemen. To him therefore 
this message was sent. Hitherto, ameer, I have looked 
on you with respect as an open and brave enemy. I now 
find you mixed up with robbers and murderers, and if you 
continue to be their companion, as a robber and murderer 
I will treat you.” Soon afterwards the Lion took refuge 
in the Punjaub. 
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Thus continually advancing towards the execution of CHAP. VII. 
his enterprise Sir C. Napier arrived at Sukkur the 19th 
December, exactly two years after he had quitted it to 
commence the campaign which gave Scinde to England. 

But no joyfiil state of affairs greeted his arrival, the pesti- 
lence was abroad, the European artillery was entirely 
disabled, two hundred of the 78th dead, and others daily 
falling into graves that seemed destined to swallow all. 

With anguish of mind their general was compelled to send 
the survivors to Hyderabad, instead of leading the whole 
as he had hoped to a glorious service — ^nor did even this 
save them, nearly as many more perished ere the sickness 

ceased. 

This terrible calamity was seized upon by the Bombay 
faction to declare, that it arose from Sir C. Napier's igna*^ 
rant wilfulness, and a desire to make a military display as < 
if he really was going to assail the hill tribes — ^that he^ 
ought to have known fatal sickness would attend a move- 
ment at the time of year chosen for the march of the 78th 
— ^that he would not consult the medical men, and the., 
consequent deaths were on his conscience ; it was a case of 
aggravated murder — he was the murderer of the sol- 
diers ! And not content with proclaiming these things 
in India, where men knew the libellers too well to regard 
their malevolence, they with detestable wickedness sent " 
like statements to Scotland, to work upon the feelings oT 
the deceased soldiers' friends and clansmen, and raise there, ^ 
if possible, a hatred of the general. He however, at once , 
showed the foulness of the accusation, a nd the careful 
consideration he had given to that and every question^ 
affecting the soldier's welfare. 

He was, he said, attacked in the papers ; that gave^ 
him no pain, but the death of the soldiers grieved him to /. 
the heart’s core. Blame could not however attach to him. ^ 

The usual course of the fever at Sukkur had been to attack 
in September and ^alf of October, after which few new^ 
cases appeared ; but the first cases were very apt to relapse ^ 
and those relapses were very dangerous. Superior orders 
had directed him to bringdown the \Wi European rejfiment 
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CHAP. VII, from Sukkur to Kwrachee, and to send the 7Sth regiment 
1844 . up. It was done with cautious care, so as that the 
13th, which had already been assailed by the epidemic, 
might get away from Sukkur before the time for relapses 
arrived^ and the 78th reach that place after the same dan- 
gerous period had passed. Thus he hoped to save those 
regiments both from attacks and relapses \ for continual 
movement at that season was by the medical men judged 
good. In that view the 86th had been marched from 
Hyderabad, and he had himself moved up the country, 
at a later and worse period, with an escort equal in 
^strength to the 78th. He had likewise sent troops to 
Ahmed Khan, and all had escaped fever and gained 
str ength, thus confirming the medical judgment. 

The 13tli diet escape relapses, reached Kurrachee, and 
“Vveut to England in a healthy state ; and the volunteers it 
^ft behind, two hundred in number, formed part of his 
escort up the countr}*^, thus making this so-called dan- 
gerous march both ways, and yet remaining in perfect 
Jiealth. The 78th reached Sukkur in a good state on the 
25th of October, and remained healthy until the beginning 
'of November, about which time the fever burst forth with 
unheard-of violence, and continued to the end of the 
’year. 

" It was true that the marches of the 13th and of the 
78th might have been delayed until the whole of the 
^ickly season had passed away ; and could the calamity 
have been foreseen they would have been delayed ; but it 
-^vas not from what afterwards happened that a judgment 
could be formed.^ There was at the time no prospect, but 
\he contrary, of a sickly season ; Kurrachee, Hyderabad, 
the intrenched camp on the edge of the river, Kotree on 
the opposite bank, the steamer stations, and lastly Sukkur 
itself were all healthy ; Shikarpoor alone had sickness, and 
that appeared to be local, accidental, and subsiding. But 
^esc considerations did not embrace #the whole subject. 
A mutiny of the Bengal troops, in which the men had 
called aloud for their officers^ blood, had just been quelled 
by General Hunter. The Lion was then stirring up the 
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hill tribes on the frontier, and fifteen Talpoor princes wt\rn. 
in Ali Moorad's court close at hand. Was it proper tlicn 
to leave Hunter in that critical state without a European 
regiment ? Suppose the Bengalees had again mutinied ? 
The 6 tth had twice seized the^ colours within the pre- 
ceding four months. Suppose they had a third time 
mutinied, had murdered their European officers, as hap-, 
pened at Vellore, had seized the magazine at Bukkur, and 
the treasury, and gone over to the Lion and the hill tribes ; 
or to the Seikhs of Mooltan, among whom they had^ 
numerous friends and relations ? ^ 

These things might not have happened, but tlicy were, 
within the bounds of probability. Many of the mutineers 
of the 31th Bengal regiment, which had been just before 
disbanded, did go to the Scikli army ; and if such a train 
of evils had happened, would it not have been said, ‘ Sir C. ' 
Napier left the murdered Hunter and his unhappy comrades^ 
without the protection of a European^ although he must have^ 
foreseen the catastrophe from what had passed.^ How could 
that have been answ cred ? There could be no justification, 
and he must, conscious of error, of crime, have hid hi& 
head in sorrow and shame the rest of his life. Hence, 
though inex 2 )ressibly gi'icvod for the 78th he felt no sense 
of error,^^ 

The proofs that the march of tlic 78th had nOt been the 
cause of the sickness were numerous and conclusive. The 
78th fell sick, but so did all the troops which had remained 
quietly in Upper Scindc; the European artillery were 
attacked more fatally even than the 78th; and of the 
^owns, Sukkur^and Shikarpoorc idonc suffered, the other 
j)laces in their neighbourhood escaped, and the crews of 
t he steamers which brouffit the 78th up fronTIIyderabaff 
also remained at feu’kkur and hacl no sick ! T h fine th e 
imputations cast by the Bomba^ taction w^f c'but tne out- 
pourings of weak brains disordered by the working of 
peculiarly malignant dispositions. 

This pestilence, by some attributed to a neglect of the 
canals, was generally su 2 )posed to be caused by an un- 
usually high and anomalous inundation, and an equally 
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CHAP. VlTJtanom alQUS f all, which brought on an extraordinarily fertile 
iy44^ but premature vegetation. The early and entire sub- 
^ sidcnce of the waters left this vegetation to be withered 
up by the sun^ which produced, as it always docs in Scindc, 
" mjilaria ; and it was particularly active at Shikarpoore and 
^ Sukkur, because tlic basin l)etwTen those towns was still 
'^open to the overflow, the great dike being only nascent. 
•^Tliis was clearly shown — for while the wind blew towards 
Shikai'poorc the pestilence was there most virulent; but 
when it blew towards Sukkur, sickness commenced at tliJit 
.place and ceased at Shikarpoore. 

Dr. Kirk of the Bengal service, who bestowed great 
attention upon the subject, attributed the sickness to ex- 
halations from the limestone rocks on which the barracks 
were built, and it is probable that both causes w ere com- 
bined. It may also be, that this and other epidemics 
which prevail at irregular periods in Scinde, arise from 
^exhalations jjroduced by volcanic action ; for the country, 
though alluvial, is so subject to sudden and extenshe 
► changes from earthquakes, that in 1811) nearly the whole 
Surface of Cutch was changed. Minor impcrcej)tible shocks, 

I opening fissures in the surface of Scinde, may therefore 
^givc vent to the escape of deleterious gases, producing 
^ sporadic pestilence, or epidemics according to the extent of 
the subterranean distui’bancc. But to whatever cause, in- 
^scrutable or otherwise, the sickness itself may be attributed, 
^there was little difficulty in accounting for its extensively 
^fatal ravages amongst European regiments. Tlic habit of 
^officers and soldiers in India is to drink copiously of beer, 
^wine and brandy, of the first especially. The soldiers^ ra- _ 
tion is a vile potation, falsely supposed to be distilled fro m 
nee, but really obt ained from other substances, cliieflv 
f rom a liquor procured Tjy incising tlie^date-trnn] Emir 
soldiers^ rations riiaRe a bottle of this deleterious drink, 
few are the soldiers who content themselves with their 
rations, and though this general use of strong drinks 
docs not produce the pestilence, it predisposes the con- 
stitution to receive infection and always renders it more 
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fatal. Doctor Robertson of the 13th reputed as cue of 
the best informed practitioners for Indian maladies, said, 
that during the siege of Jellalabad he had no sickness, 
and attributed it entirely to the impossibility of obtaining 
liquor. 

As Sir C. Napier had now returned to Sukkur after 
making as it were the round of Scinde in conquest, a re- 
capitulation of his labours will not be misplaced. Short it 
shall be, yet thick with great actions. Two years only had 
elapsed since he had quitted Sukkur to war on the ameers, 
and in that time he had made the march to Emaumghur 
in the great desert, gjiined two great battles, reduced four 
large and many smaller fortresses, captured six sovereign 
princes, and subdued a great kingdom. He had created and 
put in activity a permanent civil administration in all its 
branches, had conciliated the affections of the different 
races inhabiting Scinde, had seized all the points of an 
intricate foreign policy, commenced a number of mili- 
tary and other well-considered public works, and planned 
still greater ones, not only suited to the exigencies of 
the moment but having also a prospective utility of 
aim. In the execution of these tilings he had travelled 
on camels or on^^horscback, at the hca^of troops, more 
than two thousand miles, had written, received, studied and 
decided on between four and five thousand official des- 
patches and reports — many very elaborate — besides his 
private correspondence, which was extensive, because he 
never failed to answer all persons who addressed him 
however humble or however unreasonable. lie had besides, 
read, not hastily, but attentively, all the diaries of the 
collectors and sub-collectors, and had most anxiously 
considered the evidence in all capital trials. And tlicse 
immense labours were superadded to the usual duties 
imposed by the command of a large army belonging to 
different governments, namely, of England, Calcutta, Bom- 
bay and Madras. They were sustained without abatement 
under severe attacks of illness, at the age of sixty-three, 
by a man covered with wounds, and in a climate where 
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the mercury rises to 132° in aHificially-coolcd tents. They 
were sustained also amidst every mortification, every viru- 
lence of abuse, every form of intrigue wliieh disappointed 
cupidity could suggest to low-minded men, sure of support 
from power, to him ungrateful but to their baseness 
indulgent and rewarding. 
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To chastise the robbers of the Hills was now become 
* imperative ; for their successfiil incursions had so raised 
.Beja Khan^s reputation that the ultimate consequences were 
to be dreaded. Tlic confederates could, without reckoning 
the western mountain tribes, bring down twenty thousand | 
of the most daring men of Asia; and behind them were 
races of the same blood and temper in greater numbersjj 
Scinde contained many trjjya, wlin pgijilfl 
to remain submissive if continued incursions gave tlic hill^ 
robbers a promising position ; and a short impunity wou[^ 
have rendered the latter^s warfare as formidable as that m 
tlic celebrated Pindaree frecboot^g|ii^jJjyy|j^jjjj|^^ 
by twelve thousand men when the marquis of Hastings 
thought it necessary to assemble eighty thousand troops^ 
to quell them. Yet they were but isolated rovers, having^ 
no mountain fastnesses to retreat to, no grci\t Seikh 
army to look to for support; nor were they held to- 
gether by any sentiment but the love of plunder, being 
men of different nations and tongues. The hillmcn had ^ 
common language, a race, a gallant pride of ancestry, ana 
a country which for ruggedness in defence is not surpassed^ 
in all Asia. ^ 

It was their boast that for six hundred years no kiiig^ 
had ever got beyond the first defiles in their land, though 
some had tried with a hundred thousand men; and in 
those fearful passes the British arms had also been fatally 
unsuccessful. There Clibbome had been defeated, there 
the heroic Clark and others had fallen, and there the un- 
shaken firmness of Brown but just sufficed to preserve 
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CHAP. VIIL the lives of his men, in a chivalric defence of a fort, against 
the Mnrrccs alone. To allow such a people to gain a 
head, and by degrees raise the hopes and warlike spirit of’ 
the Khelat and Seindian mountain tribes, until a hundred 
thousand uncontrollable warriors should rage over the 
plains, when the Seikh army was menacing a formidable 
warfare, w^ould have been madness. And yet the putting 
of them down was fraught with risks which might startle 
the boldest general, while a failure would be sure to 
aeceleratc the danger sought to be averted. For tliouglH 
called rob bers, th ese Irill mcn wer e not such in the European^ 
acceptation of the term. It was witli them no ignoble| 
title, and like the Oreek klepte^\i}\Qty thought them- 
selves, and were by others thought, to be a race of 
courjigcous haughty men who would not let the world 
pass without paying them toll. Their peculiar customs 
jfind warfare shall now be described. 

Th^esertof^JQnja^^ from near the Chan- 

^diaii^scapital at the foot of the Ilala mountains, in a' 
north-eastern direction towards the Indus, and with its 
^rthem edge binds in the Cutchcc rocks. This desei^ 
about (ji|d^j^ailc^brQ|d, has a hard surface, sprinkled 
here andther^witirtaiuarisk-bushes but for the most^ 
pjirt destitute of water. Where water did appear it was 
at this time surrounded by a few mat huts, and i||^ 
some places commanded by clay forts with round tow^er^* 
These forts, seemingly despicable, were formidable froin 
circumstances. In summer, the unendurable heat oi 
the desert rendered it difficult to attack them, as the^ 
troops would have to carry water with them, to fight 
for more. In >vinter they could not be stormed without 
loss, because barbarians and half-discixdined warriors are 
always excellent in defence, brave as any soldiers, and 
more expert with fire-arms, being always practising. Th^ 
matchlock also, though very inferior to the musket, fur- 
nishes means for steady aim, requiring no disturbing force 
for the discharge like a musket. Perilous therefore it is to 
assail those desert forts of clay, and the more difficult that 
the chiy when Jia^lcncd by the sun is elastic^ ^d, without 
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being shaken, lets a cannon-ball jiass through — there is a 
round hole of less dimension tluui the shot and no more. 

As soldiers, the robbers were, like their forts, strong 
and terrible to deal with from circumstances, llobust 
and adroit with their weapons, and having the desperate 
courage of fatalists, they perfectly comprehended all the 
advantages of their position, and trained t heir an imals as 
well as themselves with unceasing pains toTtlieir mode of 
warfare. On horseback or on foot, the Bclooch robbeja 
of the hills were men able and willing to encounter aity 
foe; but like the Scots in llruce^s time, they generally 
moved as cavalry, being mounted on small but high- 
marc^, swift and enduring to a marvel. These 
lit tle, anima ls were so trained ^r the desert service as toi 
surpass the British cavalry, regular or irregular, in retreat 
or pursuit : tlie latter could not get ncjir them save by 
stratagem. The marcs were taught to drink only at long, 
intervals, and were at times fed with raw meat, which is said 
to increase their vigour for the time, and create less thirst. 

When an expedition across the desert was to be under? 
j^ken, the marc^s food was tied under her b elly ; l e mail'«,^ 
consisting o f a coarse cake and sometimes a little arra ck, 
was slung across his shoulders, and Vras generally suffi-'' 
cient for ten or twelve days^ scanty fare ; but it ijas used 
only in necessity, for to the spoil the robber looked for 
^bsistence. Every warrior carried one sword, many 
' ^ ^ they would mend a pen, foi^ 

attended all their 


carried twj 
[Sofessioni 


m^andsosharn 
a^sword-whetter 


sword-wlietters attenaea all tncir forays^ 
These sw ords, broad, short, not much curved and heavy, 
srere either of fine Damascus steel, or of the Cutch marittfj 
Facture which is much Esteemed. Each majTTmrielTTlS 
matchlock, of a small bore but long in the barrel andj 
[leavy, a weapon so inferior to the musket that it is Sir i 
d. Napier^s Qpinion it must soon be discarded in the East i 
^ in the West, and that very serious consequences wilW 
result from the change. The matchlock in common use^ 
cannot be j udged of the fine spe c i mens sent to Eng^ 
land ; there is as much difference as Tictween a commoi^ 
musket and th e sporting rifle of London.^ ^ 
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Powder the robbers carried in flasks slung over the 
shoulders, some of them bore a long spear, and all carried 
large embossed ornamented shields, a knife, a dagger, 
flint and steel. Thus equipped, and strong in the prin- 
ciple of fatalism, to which they impute all events alli 
crimes, tho}'^ sallied forth resolved neither to spare nor to 
yield. their name for plundered cattle, but they 

call themselves Lootoos, which might be more properly 
teinslated spoilers than robbers ; and with all their ferocity 
tmjy had noble qualities and customs. It was seldom they ( 
hurt women or children, and the recent instances had 
been generally reprobated. Nationality in the European^ 
sense they did not possess, but th eir atta ch rnmit. thmr^ 
Lu eli^rion — the Mahometan^ ^o t heir families, and toJli eir 
tribe, was strong ; blood-Teuds were common, yet if two 
tribes were at war and an irresistible foreign power 
assailed either, the one so pressed >voiild send their wives 
and children to their kindred foes as a mark of despair : 
then the feudal war ceased, and the families thus sent w ere 
honoured as guests. When beaten by strangers, their 
customs were terrible. Going to battl e with design ^ 
die sworcT in hand, they, acting as barbarians Iiave alwa^ 
acted from the earliest records, left trusty agents , to kilP 
the women and children if the fight was likely to be lost — 
a fearful custom which had a powerful influence upon Sir^ 
C. Napier’s oiierations. 

» When a foray was designed , the hillxnen assembled m 
^me watering-place, filled tliei?TSSn5cF"^ callSf 
chaffuls/* crossed the desert, plundered a village and^ 
l^tiinicd with such c elerit y, that^beforc Tte frontier 
^cSmili^^iosts coubfliear of the inroaiTtlKTrobbcrs were in 
full retreat. If pursued, so extreme is the reflected heat 
of the desert, from April to October, tliat no Europeans 
could sustain it: even the sepoys and camel-men sunk 
‘under its deadly influence ; no cflcctivc protection could 
therefore be given during those months, although acci- 
l^cntal surprises, s uch as Captain McKenzie Iiad ^ efleeted. 
|might happen. 

Bl^iLMikthe camnaiern it was ascertained that the tribes 
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could bring altogether to the field eighteen thousand eight 
hundred warriors, besides their armed servants; and if 
llthosc behind, and those on the western frontier, including 
jthe two great jams of the Beila and Jokea countries, 
had joined in one confederacy, which impunity would 
^surely have caused, more than a hundred thousand men 
would have been in arms, whose mode of fighting was 
thus described by their conqueror. — " Every man has his 
^weapon ready, and every man is expert in the use of it. 
li.liey cannot go through the manual and platoon like her 
inajesty^s guards, but they shoot with unerring aim ; they 
l^cciipy a position well, strengthen it artificially with inge- 
nuity, and their rush on a foe with sAvord and shield is very 
determined. They crouch as ^cy run, cover themselves 
-admirably Avith their protruded shields, thnist them in 
their adversary's faces, and Avith a sword like a razor give 
a cut that goes through every thing.*^^ 

In the Cutchce hills, every discontented Asiatic could 
^t this time find employment, if he had money or could 
wield a sAvord, and the last were not a fcAv ; for in all those 
toyguntrics, besides the regular tribes, which may be consi- 
!xlercd as municipal bodies, there was a very numerous class 
gentlemen, having a folloAving of from four to a hun- 
dred armed men, roving condottieri, who offered their 
f jicrviccs in every feud and every war, for food and leave to 
*^plundcr all persons save those in Avhosc momentary service 
they engaged. Beja Khan^s renown was great, it rose 
each day of impunity that he enjoyed, and in another year 
^c would have been able to collect many thousands of 
these wandering sAvordsmen ; and then he Avould, because 
he could, if an epidemic happened to rage at Sliikarpoor, 
.massacre the garrison there. Lastly in those hills were 
^f our pieces o f captured British artillery a trophy stimu- 

^ ting to the pride and arrogance of the barbarians. 

To the young khan of Kliclat most of the robbers 
acknowledged a nominal allegiance, which they would 
readily have made real if he AA^ould have aided their war- 
ffire ; and though he was personally inclined to the British ^ 
alliance, it was against the wishes of his nobles. He 
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CHAP. VIIL therefore only such a friend as a boy prince could be to 
1841 . those who had killed Iiis father, stormed his capital, imd 
plundered his treasure — ^for so had the British done tdl 
him*in the Alfghan war. When restored he was governed 
by men attached to his family, who thought that during 
his minority the English were the safer support; but 
those men, secretly detesting the ally thus ehosen for their 
prince, longed to revenge the death of Merab his father. 
Like the ameers, these Khelat sirdars liad, before Sir C. 
Napieris arrival in Scinde, deceived the discarded politicail 
agent Outram, playing with his vanity, but they only 
awaited a reverse to the British arms to display their rea^ 
feelings. 

Reflecting long and deeply on all these matters, the 
English genertd had proceeded very cautiously from the 
first with respect to the enterprise in hand ; and with his 
wonted prudence had combined all the subtle policy, and 
all the military force he could command to effect his 
object, counting on discipline and his own skill for thc^ 
rest. In tliis view he had kept a heavy hand on Ali 
Moorad; had treated the recently submitted western 
chiefs with generosity; had awed the jams of Jokea and 
Beila ; had both aided and menaced the khan of Khelat^s 
court, and had admonished the chiefs of Candahar. For 
this he had endeavoured to spread through Central Asia 
an exaggerated notion of his military power, had made so 
many complicated movements in Scinde, and used the 
camel corps to convince the western tribes that he was 
able and ready to avenge any hostility on their part. For 
this also he had publicly given Nowbutt^s sword to Wullee 
Cliandia, and taken some of the latteris followers into 
pay ; giving the money to the chief as a retaining fee, 
and offering to liim and the Murrees, the Doomkee and ' 
Bhoogtee lands. 

It was tliis subtle policy, coupled with the growings 
attachment of the whole Scindian population, which had 
brought the hundred and fifteen western chiefs to make 
salaam at Kurrachce, and the display of force there had 
acted powerfully on their after bonduct ; but their previous 
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recusancy had been principally caused by the falsehoods 
of the Bombay faction published in the Bombay Times, 
Continually announcing the restoration of the ameers, that 
faction had disquieted all the cliiefs and sirdars, and luid 
actually prevented Nowbutt and Guddee from accepting 
the frequent invitations made to them for becoming good^ 
subjects. Those chiefs therefore died, the first in prison ^ 
the second on the gallows, criminals indeed, but also^ 
miserable victims to the infamous arts of Dr. Buist and ^ 
■ his employe^ Nowbui;t and Guidec coulci have beeiS 
capturedatan earlier period ; but that event was purposely ^ 
delayed ; partly in the hope they might submit, partly that^ 
their sudden seizure, when the general was in their country, 
might produce a greater effect on the surrounding tribes,^ 
which would conduce to tranquillity while the army was \ 
beyond the frontier. 

During the march up the country the spies had brought 
varying intelligence of what was passing with the robber 
tribes, and with the khan of Khelat. That prince was 
vacillating. Afraid to hold the conference at Dadur and 
equally afraid to refuse, he took a middle course, avoiding 
the meeting, while, to deprecate anger, he assembled troops 
and pretended to drive IJeja Khan from Poolagee. This 
was easily seen tlirough, and therefore the generals march 
was delayed under various pretences imtil the khan should 
be compelled to abandon Poolagee again from want of 
water ; it being judged that Beja would then, if the whole 
were not a concerted fraud, harass him in his retreat. 
These proceedings were very embarrassing, because the 
plan for a surprise required that Beja should be at Poo- 
lagce, and nothing could be imdertaken until he returned ; 
but from Fitzgerald at Larkaana, such information was 
finally obtained as produced a modification of the original 
scheme, and gave rise to new combinations, which cannot 
be understood until some strange and some unexpected 
obstacles have been noticed. 

Both Lord Ellenborough and Sir Henry Hardingc ap- 
proved of the projected campaign, and both had given dis- 
cretionary power for the execution; but when Lord Ripon 
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CHAP. VIII. was informed of the matter, a scene of odious arrogance 
1344^ was opened. Sir C. Napier had told him of the great loss 
of human life and property caused by the incursions of 
hillmen — had told him of the disgraces and losses which 
befel the troops, of whom and of their followers more than 
three hundred had been slain — ^liad told him of villages in 
ashes, of whole districts abandoned by the wretched inha- 
bitants — of hundreds of murdered women and mutilated 

Is to be apprehended 
affai^gjjot^^^on^^ 

^ Scinde but to all India, and shown him, that ultimately 
^thosc robbers, then above eighteen thousand strong, besides 
tlicir armed servants, would infallibly increase to a power- 
ful army, and force the supreme government, either to 
abandon Scinde, and with it the navigation of the Indus 
and all its prospective commercial and military advantages, 
or to keep up a great force in Scinde at an enormous 
expense, and yet still be subject to continual losses from 
the same cause. To all these representations Lord Ripon^s 
answer was, You make too much of these trifling outpost 
affairs, which are insignificant!!^^ 

Such arrogant imbecility impels history beyond the 
bounds of passionless narrative. What to Lord Ripon, 
sjitiatc with luxurious ease, were the unceasing labours of 
officers and soldiers under a sun which slu’ivcllcd up brain 
and marrow as a roll of paper is scorched up by fire? 
What to him was their devotion, what their loss of life ? 
What to him were devastated districts, ruined villages, the 
cries and sufferings of thousands driven from their homes 
by those remorseless robbers ? What to liim were outraged 
women, and the screams of mutilated children, holding 
up their bleeding stumps for hell) to their maddened 
mothers? They were trifling, were insignificant! For 
a moment indignation uras excited in the lofty mind thus 
insulted, but it soon subsided to contempt. Lord Ripon 
was disregarded as a man devoid of sense and right feeling, 
and the expedition went on without his concurrence. 

At Bombay the reduction of the hill tribes was treated 
with ridicule. " Sir Cluirlcs was talking big — was angry — 


children ! lie had pointed out the evi 
worn a continuance of this state of 
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would destroy Poolagce when he could get there — ^would 
catch Beja as children arc taught to catch birds.^^ But 
wb«n it became certain the attempt would be made, not 
only the Bombay Times but nearly all the other news- 
papers of India, especially the Delhi Gazette, announced 
it as a folly, a chimera, and to the utmost of their power 
endeavoured to make it so. The Agra Uckbar indeed, and 
tlie Bomba^G2iWemg2|^«gg//^erc mindful of truth and, 
decency on tIii?*occals^^ due to the last to say 

it always was so, justifying its title ; but the other papcri^ 
made India echo with their folly and falsehoods. Sir 
C. Napier was ignorant, he did not know how uttcrl/ 
unfit his army was to contend with the tribes in their moun-^ 
tains — and tliis trash was forced on the public in England^ 
also by the parasites of the Court of directors. Even 
Indian officers of experience thought the enterprise one 
not to be effected. Sir C. Napier was too confident 
from his previous successes — he did not know how terrible 
those mountaineers were in their fastnesses.^^ 

So universal was this notion as to pervade even the 
army with wliich trial was to be made ; for thougli full of 
courage and willing to make every effort, there ^vas scarcely 
an officer, high or low, who did not anticipate failure, 
and the general forbore even to mention the subject, save 
to those of his staff to whom certain preparations w ere 
ncccss}u*ily*con{nlcd. This st atToriceEj^^ him ; 

for though entirely posscsscT"m?ir^ overoearmg will 
to make all things bend or break before his energy, he 
secretly trembled at the danger to the public interests 
which must ensue if he died during the campaign, seeing 
tliat he had no successor who viewed the enterprise as he 
did, or thought it feasible. The troops also were sure to 
have many severe trials, and the previous notion that the 
enterprise was hopeless might produce despondency at 
smidl failures ; but on the other liand, as the robbers had 
vast herds of cattle, which could not stand liard pursuit, 
the soldiers were as sure to make frequent prizes, and he 
trusted that stimulus, conjoined with their innate desire to 
fight, would carry them on. 
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CHAP. VIII. Another serious embarrassment was felt in the still 
1 H 44 . smouldering insubordination among the Bengal troops in 
Upper Scinde. The mutiny had been caused by injustice 
and bad management in the first instance, and neither 
Colonel Moseley^s dismissal from the service, nor the exe- 
cution of so many men, had entirely suppressed it ; hence 
the experiment of marching with disaffected soldiers 
against an enemy The Ben- 

galees could be sent indeed to Lower Scinde, and Bom- 
bay regiments brought up; but that involved a great 
delay ; and a disgrace which the English leader, Avho had 
*bccn so well served in his battles by other Bengal troops, 
Shrunk from inflicting upon men whom he knew to have 
been misled and ill treated : he preferred danger to him- 
self^ and decided to employ them : but this was one of the 
reasons for bringing up the 78th, that a strong Euro- 
pean regiment might be ready to sustain accidents. His 
generous resolution proved the advantage of a good name 
with soldiers. The 61th Bengalee regiment, so recently in 
mutiny, whose leaders had been executed, and whose 
colours had been taken away, were now so ready to serve 
under Sir C. Napier that even their sick men petitioned 
from the hospital to be allowed to join the ranks, saying 
they would find strength to fight when he led them ! 

The unceasingjcffoi^ Bombay faction to excite 

i nsurr^i ons iii sure to be redoubled if 

aTSJ^cnforccw^^ the frontiers — ^^vas another 

cause of embarrassment, because partial commotions 
might be created if any minor failures in the hills gave 
weight to the treasonable exhortations. For counteraction, 
the general trusted to his previous policy and the good- 
will of the population ; and however great these difficulties 
and obstacles were, they sunk in comparison with those 
caused by the fever, which left him not only without 
power to move against his enemies, but exposed him to 
imminent danger of being attacked and ‘ overwhelmed by 
them. His strength of mind in bearing up under so 
many and such dire impediments, always resolute to fulfil 
his mission, was not the leal&t indication he gave of an 
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overbearing energy; for not the 78th only had been over- CHAP. Vili, 

whelmed, the sepoys and the artillery M ere in a similar 

condition, and he was forced to keep liis volunteers of the 

13th at Larkaana, lest they also should be assailed by the 

sickness. To that place likewise he sent the European Appendix v. 

artillery, without horses or guns, the men being too weak 

to take them. In fine he had only two hundred of his 

army able to stand up under arms at Sukkur, and those 

were but convalescents ! Nevertheless, firm to his purpose, 

and having o])taincd from the upper Sutlej the Company’s 

2nd European regiment and the Bundlecund legion of all 

arms as a reinforcement, he made his final arrangements, 

as follows. 

The troops sent from the Sutlej were halted above Bukkur 
on the left of the Indus, to form his right wing. 

The camel corps, the volunteers of the 13th and thcScinde 
liorscmen, stayed at Larkaana, to form his left wing. 

The irregular cavalry, artillery, engineers, sappers and 
commissariat, the reserved men of the 4th, G4th, and a 
detachment of tlic 69th native regiments, stationed at 
Sukkur, Shikarpoor and Klia^^ur, composed his centre. 

Wullee Chandia, and Ahmed Khan Mugzce who though 
a subject of Khelat oftcred to serve in conjunction with the 
Chandikas, were engaged to fight against all the hillmeu 
save the Murrees, for with that tribe they had amicable 
relations, and the general meant to deal with it in a friendly 
manner. Wullee Chandia was fhus secured as an auxiliary 
on the extreme left ; but he had no intimation of tlic plan 
of operations, and was led even to suppose none would 
take place that year. 

On the extreme right, Ali Moorad was to assemble his 
contingent force ; being called upon, not so much as an 
auxiliary as to keep him from mischief during the expe- 
dition; and in that view. Captain Malet, stationed as 
political agent at his court, was to accompany him in the 
field, to which he promised to move with five thousand 
men but did not bring more than two thousand. 

^JJjgjgavalrj^of^^ was composed of the 

Scinde Moguls, the anTsSf^ and the horse- 
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CHAP. VIII. men of the Bundlccnnd legion, about two thousand 
— in all. 

Tlie infantry was furnished by the Company's second 
European regiment, two weak native battalions, the foot 
of the Bundlccund legion ; and the camel corps, altogether 
two thousand five hundred. Eleven hundred convalescent 
infantry and the ordinary cavalry posts remained for the 
defence of Shikarpoore and the frontier towards the desert, 
in the event of the robbers passing between the columns 
of invasion to make a counter war. 

The siege artillery was composed of twenty-one pieces, 
of which thirteen were mortars or howitzers; the field 
artillery consisted of sixteen pieces, nine being howitzers, 
three mountain guns, and the rest six-pounders. 

During the A Afghan war the tribes had been unsuccess- 
fully attacked, although they were then surrounded by 
the British armies and the allies of the British, Now they 
were sure to find towards Khelat, AfFghanistan and the 
Punjaub, supporters, not enemies, and there was little 
hope to attain complete success, unless by surprise, for the 
danger of stirring up a gr|jit war would prevent pursuit 
into those countries. These obstacles were great, but ex- 
aggerated by the objectors and libellers, and the following 
extracts from the English leader's journal of operations 
show how profoundly he had considered the subject while 
those who pretended to a thorough knowledge of the 
tribes and their resources, assumed that he was ignorant, 
and predicted that his troops must be starved if they 
were not cut to pieces. 

"These barbarians must be attacked on a principle the 
reverse of that which prescribes the keeping your own 
force in masses and dividing your enemies. To drive the 
hillmen together must here be our object — their warfare 
will be to evade attacks and to surprise. They must, in 
opposition, be driven to concentration and defence ; for all 
history points out that neither barbarians nor civilized 
Avarriors of diflerent tribes, or nations, agree when com- 
pressed together ; 

liarly incapable of doing sOi because the tribes adopt 
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the personal quarrels of each member. Another rea- CHAP. Viil. 

sou for thus operating is that they possess great herds 

of cattle, whieh will thus be driven together in a country 

where water is very scarce, and food for tlie animals still 

scarcer. These herds mu st then perish or fall into our 

hands lit the watering-places, and the hillmcn will starve 

instead of starving us, while we shall be encouraged by 

I'onstantly recurring spoil, which will give ns food ; and at 

the same time we shall get water, which, though not to be 

found in abundance, will probably be suflicient to sustain 

life during the operations. These tribes arc however a 

peo])le as well as an army, and their families and furnitun*, 

must move with them. They cannot, as when malving 

incursions into Scindc, fly about like demons on their little 

blood marcs, but, pushed into masses, will feel all the 

wants and difficulties of rcguhir troops, without having the 

same supplies and redeeming arrangements or force.” 

Thus reasoning, he felt sure that with vigilance (caution 
and perseverance, he could turn the difficulties of the hills, 
which the tribes trusted to, against them, and render their 
hardy habits and quickness qf no avail. There was how - 
ever still a difficulty, before alluded to, and which will 
be found continually embarrassing his operations; these 
desperate men, capable of any terrible action, might 
when pressed, cut the throats of their wives and children, 
and falling sword in hand upon the divided troops defeat 
them. To this could only be opjioscd great caution. The 
columns were to be strongly constituted with all arms, and 
forbid when advancing to send out detachments, but to 
employ in preference, patrols occasionally, and spies always, 
to ascertain where the masses of the enemy were. A few 
robbers might then indeed steal at night, or even by day, 
between the lines of march and be troublesome, but no 
great body could do so in such a rugged country ; where- 
fore, after due consideration of all the difficulties to be 
apprehended. General Napier thus summed up his plan of 
action. 

To drive nieiiji^ women and children, baggage and 
herds together in masses ; to use their tracks as guides ; 
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CHAP. VIII. to cut off their food and Avatcr. Tliat will make them 
quarrel amongst themselves, and compel them either to 
fight a general action or surrender. On open ground they 
cannot stand before the British troops, for not more than 
ei gl^cn or twenty thousand can appear in arms, an d not 
aoovc five or six thousand need be exjiected at any point. 
The result of a battle cannot therefore be doubtful, but 
1 will never press a fight wlum the Avomeu and children 
are gathered near the armies lest they should perish.^^ 

It was not with reference to the chances of a battle, 
but to the extensive range of hills Avhich were to be 
assailed at all their passes simultaneously, that the number 
of troops for the campaign Avas fixed. Those passes were 
however of stupendous strength, and it Avas to be expected 
i he barbarians Avould defend them noAV as they always had 
done before. Hence it AA^as, that the artillery had been 
organized with so many moi*tars and howitzers, for the 
design Avas to dislodge matchlock-men by firing on a 
range beyond their reach, and by this distant fighting, 
at once save the troops and avoid driving these ferocious 
people to kill their wiv^es and^ children. In fine the enter- 
prise was one sure to have terrible concomitants if any 
mistake Avas made, and therefore every resource was 
employed that a sid)tlc genius and an overbearing Avill 
could bring into activity. 

Jn the middle of December the scheme of operation 
was ripened ; but the khan of Khelat still remained at 
l*oolagcc ’With his army, and thus two native princes were, 
the one on the right the other on the left flank of the 
British force, and each sure in case of reverse to aid in 
destroying it ; it might be that they would not wait for, 
but cause that reverse. To counteract mischief on the 
right the general trusted much to Cfiptain Malet, who 
Avas political agent Avith Ali Moorad ; but still more to 
Mr. Curling, a very bold man and a distant connection of 
his own by marriage, who being in that prince’s pay, was 
commander of his troops, and had great influence Avith 
them. Security in that quarter was however of so miicli 
importance, that Sir C. Napier proposed a hunting of wild 
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boars to tlic amcor, expecting tliat in the familiarity of 
the chase he should be able to gain more iiisiglit into his 
true clniractcr than lie had yet obtained. The result was 
a conviction that his good-nature and frankness were 
greater, his abilities and energy less than previously 
supposed, and no treason lurked beneath. Ali had indeed, 
when Sir II. Ilardingc first arrived in India, sent a secret 
vakeel with complaints, thinking a new power would, 
according to eastern habits, overthrow all that Lord Ellcn- 
borough had approved ; but he was terrified to find his 
accusations were transmitted to the general, and his vakeel 
sent back. Sir Charles, rcmai’king that this was only 
barbarian nature, made it a subject for raillery when 
he met Ali at the chase, and tlic effect convinced liim 
that the ameer was only weak, not treacherous or ma- 
lignant. 

To obviate mischief on the left of the army, more subtle 
measures were resorted to. The khan^s movement to 
Poolagce being, as before noticed, judged a concerted 
affair with lleja, the general was desirous to draw him so 
far to the south, that he should not be able easily to com- 
municate with the robber chief, or embarrass the cfintcm- 
plated operations. In this view, pretending to think the 
prince meant still to hold the appointed conference, a 
letter was written to entreat that the place might ho 
changed from Dadur to Gundava, because the general was 
old and feeble, and wished to be spared the fatigue of a 
long journey ; his troops also were very sickly, and dying 
so fast he could not with them undcrtfikc the enterprise 
against the hill tribes that year, but would send the Chan- 
dikas and Ali Moorad in his stead. 

This letter, delivered by the raoonshec Ali Aebar, w^as 
calculated cither to draw the khan to the south, or force 
him to disclose his real intentions ; and as it was certain 
to be made known to Beja by the Khelat sirdars, that 
robber chief would conclude that the English leader was 
really too feeble of body for such a warfare, and so be 
misled. But to insure this last object, a duplicate was 
transmitted by a channel which Beja was certain to inter- 
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CHAP. VIII. ccpt, and thus have the same story from the intercepted 
1844. letter and from his friends in the khan’s coiiii; ; and to 
give greater weight to this wile no visible preparations for 
war were made at Sukkur. 

Ali Acbar, was, if the conference was still refused, 
publicly to demand reasons, but secretly to ascertain, if 
possible the designs of the sirdars by wliom the prince was 
held in pupillage. Of their enmity there could be no 
doubt, for they had recently induced the khan to excite 
Wullee Chandia to rebellion, and the stout old chieftain 
answered I have sworn fealty and will not draw sword 
against the English sirdar.” Very soon the clever and 
bold moonshee contiivcd to gain a private interview with 
the khan, and thus discovered that there were two factions, 
each headed by a great sirdjir. The most powerful w^as 
openly inimical to the British ; the other had the prince’s 
confidence and was not disposed to break the alliance at 
that time, but was too weak to display its real poliey. 
It had therefore consented to the simulated attack on 
Bcja, which the stronger party had, as sus])ected by the 
general, concerted with that formidable robber, of whom 
all wcBC afraid. Indeed his implacable ferocity was so 
Avell known, that dread of him overbore for the moment 
even the fear of the Sheitan-hi-Bhaeey^ the title now given 
to the general — in English The Devil^s Brother But 
at this period, British and natives alike, thought Beja 
could not be subdued, and the spies and Scindian people 
were therefore very reluctant to give intelligence as to the 
nature of his country or his movements. 

The reasons assigned in private by ilic khan for avoiding 
the conference w ere conclusive. Partly founded on the 
state of his Durbar, partly on the hostile disposition of 
the Candahar chiefs, they taught the Englisli leader that 
if he failed at any point of his operations all the men of 
Cutchec, the Kujjucks and Khelat tribes, those of Seebce 
and the Bolan Pass, and the Affghans of Candahar, would 
be down on him like a whirlwind. The latter indeed only 
waited for an excuse, which a friendly conference with a 
Peringhee would give them, to plunder the khan’s territory 
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of Shawl on the west, and Beja had already virtually 
deprived him of Cutch Gundava by laying it waste. 

Want of water soon caused the'khan to retire to Bagh, 
and Beja returned to Poolagee; whereupon, as the troops 
were then nearly ready to act, it was judged advisable to 
send another negotiator to persuade the khan to go still 
further back to the heart of his dominions, and place 
himself beyond the reach of those wild tribes who it was to 
be feared might force him to some act involving hostility 
to the British government. This advice was enforced to 
his highness by pointing out that he would thus be ready 
to make head against the Aft'ghans who were menacing 
him, and be more sure of support from the British army. 
The principal object however was to remove him so far 
from Ali Moorad^s line of operations, that no combination 
for uniting and falling on the British rear could be easily 
effected. Such an event was indeed unlikely, but always 
Sir C. Napier extended his precautions in war beyond the 
immediate and probable. He designed also by this and 
Ali Aebar^s mission, to give a mysterious character to his 
proceedings which might embarrass Beja and his friends 
in the Khelat court ; and with these views, and that all 
forms might be observed, he sent on the 27th of December 
the government secretary Brown, who was an intimate 
friend of the khan, with a public mission to demand his 
assent in writing to the British army entering his domi- 
nions for the punishment of Beja and his confederates. 
This assent was given, but Brown on his retuni narrowly 
escaped a band of robbers sent by Beja to intercept him : 
they had come eighty miles without a halt, and he owed 
his safety principally to the intelligence of Aliff Khan, the 
strong swordsman, who was with the escort. 

In January 1845, all things being ready for the cam- 
paign, Sir C. Napier issued a manifesto embodying a de- 
claration of war against the Jackranees, Doomkees, and 
Bhoogtees. It stated their offences and their disregard of 
their own prince’s alliance ; then announcing the measures 
taken to obtain an interview with the khan, it declared 
the reasons given by that prince for declining it were 
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CHAP. vni. satisfactory. It announced that the young khan^ avowedly 
1845. unable to coerce his subjects, had consented that the 
English should repay their inroads on Scinde, and an army 
was going to chastise them in their hills. The causes 
of war, the means taken to avoid it, their failure and the 
justice of a recourse to arms, were then set forth with a 
force and clearness which left Beja and his confederates 
nothing but their fierce courage and their strong fast- 
nesses to rest on. It was also announced that the 
lleloochecs, opponents at Mccancc, wore now fighting on 
the British side : and lest the Seikhs and the distant tribes 
should take alarm, as thinking he was commencing a new 
scheme of conquest, the manifesto finished by declaring 
that when the.,^obbcrs were suppressed the British army 
would return to Scinde. 

Previous to issuing this document, the Bundlccund 
legion and the other Bengal troops sent from Ferozo- 
poorc, had been directed to form a camp at Subzulcotc, 
where General Simpson, and Colonel Geddes, commandant 
of artillery, went privately to ascertain their condition; 
!)ccausc Sir C. Napier, carefully avoiding all militfiry 
sJiow, sought by all means to mislead the cnemy^s spies 
and induce them to believe he was, as his double letter had 
said, disposed to defer the campaign. Mej^nwhilc he des- 
patched a letter to Major Broadfoot, political resident 
with the Seikhs, desiring him to demand a strict neu- 
trality, and that the hillmcn should be dcbfirrcd entrance 
to the Punjaub, unless the dewan of Mooltaii would allow 
the British troops to pass through that country to Geyra, 
This condition was made because the Bengal troops were 
in very fine condition, and ho designed that Simpson 
should take the command and pass the Indus at Subzul- 
cotc, with a view to cross the Mooltan country and enter the 
Cutchcc hills from the cast, in combination with the main 
attack from the south. But just then became known 
Hccra Singes death at Lahore, and that the Punjaub was 
all in commotion ; wherefore, vexing as it was to change 
a well-considcrcd pLan at the moment of starting. Sir 
C. Napier felt that in mch a* state of alliiirs to pass 
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through the Seikh territory, even with leave, might pro- c hap. vili. 
ducc a collision embarrassing to the goveriior-genei^ al, an d ^ 
possibly produce a war. He foresaw indeed that a war Ani.t iuiix x. 
must soon liappen, but resolved not to be a cause of 
it, and calling Simpson down, fixed the point of concen- 
tration for the whole array on the edge of the desert. 

A short time before this, the Murrees and Uhoogtees 
had fought again, and the Murrees, declaring themselves 
victors, agreed to aid the British expedition, an event 
which now determined the new mode of attack. 

The hills to be invaded, approached the Indus on the 
cast, but ou^thc nj jj^y|jKv^^ Soleyraan i 

and K helat mountainsTjSmtB wSnOl ie? touched tlic 
Moolta iT country, gj i d t)etween*T5ertPfS»^^^^ 
thrust the narrow Ma z^ee district tiS on^Ig ToTnoo !^^ 

On the south was thcliSt ert of Rusmore, mm from that 
side they could only be entered by tSfrilile ctefiles. But 
tlicse hills, or rather rocky ranges were narrow though of 
great length, and if an army could pass the desert by sur- 
prise, seize the defiles, and throw its left across the ranges so 
as to command all the gorges of the long ravines between 
the ridges, the hillmen would be cut off from the western 
mountains and must either fight, retreat i ^o Mo oltan. or 
be driven on^|JJigJjiyngj^^JPOT^riieMu^^ 
them in on the north, and it wasoi^^ 
left of the army to connect itself with that tribe to render 
a subsequent advance between the long ridges towards the 
Indus eftcctual. * 

In this view, Wullee Chandia and Ahmed Khan Mugzce 
were suddenly ordered to cross the desert on a given day, 
so as to reach Poolagee at dusk ; and it was calculated, 
that so arriving, Beja, who was known to have intercepted 
the letter to the khan of Khelat, seeing in accordance 
with its contents only Chandikas and Mugzees, woidd be 
little disturbed and await the dawn to go out and attack 
them. But three hours^ march behind W ullec, who had 
orders to sweep all spies and scouts before him, Fitzgerald, 
moving from Larkaaiui, was to approach with the camels, 
ean’yiug his own men and two hundred volunteers of the 
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ciiAi*. VI 1 1. 13th regiment. From the same place also, at a fixed time, 
18^. ^ J^mob^s Moguls, five hundred strong, were to follow Fitz- 
gerald; and it was thought these British troops might 
perhaps, in the night, file unobserved, so as to place Beja 
between two fires when he came out in the morning to 
fall on the Chandikas. Head-quarters, with lui advanced 
guard, were to precede the main body, which from Sukkiir 
was to move the same day that Jacob quitted Larkaana; 
and both were to reach the frontier simultaneously, at the 
moment when all communication between Beja and hii^^ 
s])ics .would bc^ cut off by the advance of Wullee and 
Fitzgerald. Alltb|^8U^^ and ^are amm u- 

nition , and caSSef^BcSl^^yatCT^in case e netny 

been^^prevu)U8lyj)re- 


])arcclJba^gt^nDMn^^^^jgk^|^ ^ possib le; and^ 
c!or pr*ofartii^ a^ weft-sinkc^^ h ad been 

organized M^cn^'^n-earriages , &pen^JbsM and< - 

sqck for water. They carried with them an abundant, 
supply of iron punchers, sSscl rods to repair them, and 
(pack lime, whiob in blasting roeks sa^ powdm*; and the ^ 
army was also attended by the Kahcrecs, a small tribe 
driven from Poolagfee, their own country, somfe teri^j^eto 
Ixiforc d) y llcja : they weire now serving as guides^ and it 
was^into^dtJrestorc^^ prepara- 

ll^eivui^ TEir campa!^ W®ffe;hb1?bver necessarily 
contracted, having been made very secretly to confirpi 
Beja in the belief that nb general movement would be 
niiidertakcn; but to counteract this defect the general 
trusted to moral influences and was not deceived. And 
here also, as on his first assuming command, he accepted 
omens of success ; for like many great captains his ten- 
dency was to augur good or ill from natural events. 

On the 10th of January 1809, he had been desperately 
wounded and taken prisoner in Spain. On the IGth of 
January 1813, he had crossed the Scindian frontier to 
•war with the ameers; Wullee Chaiidia was then menacing 
his rear, and a brilliant comet was streaming in the sky. 
J^ow, on the IGth of Jsmuary 1815, being again crossing 
.the Scindian frontier in a contrai’v direction for another 
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contest^ WuUee Chandia was leading his advanced guard 
instead of menacing his rear^ and the effulgence of 
another comet was widely spread on high ! How these 
things affect the minds of mcn^^ he observed “at least 
they do mine. They have not indeed much influence 
with me, but they have some and it is useful. Well ! 
God’s will be done, whether evinced by signs or not. All 
1 have to think of is my duty.” And with that feeling, 
conscious of having a just cause, he commenced the war. 
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CHATTER IX. 



^ Bcliind liojan were Lcarkaana and Jull, from whence 
Fitzgerald, Ja^b^ the Chandikas and the Mngzecs, were 
to start for the surprising of Poolagec. 


Behind Khangur, were Shikarpoorc and Sukkur, from 
whence the head-quarter column and Ali Moorad^s con- 
tingent were to move against the hills. 

• The frontier was not crossed before the 16th of January, 
3ut the campaign was opened the 13th by an advanced 
guard of cavalry and guns, which marched under the 
general from Siikkur to Shikarpoorc, a distance of twenty. 



1845. 


^A^lkl^ATION O? 

imles. Colonel Geddes had previously organized thc^ ^lAP. 135 
^ artillery park and a corjis of fiiiificers at this former 
placc^ vhei^ce a detachment of sappers^ miners^ and 
well-diggers pushed forward the same day to Khangur^ 
under the indefatigable Lieutenant Maxwell of the Bengal 
Engineers^ an offij^er of extra ordinary harddiood^ mental 
and bodily. The infantry tfie artillery and the com- 
missariat remained under the Brigadiers Hunter and 
Simpson^ but with instructions to march at a stated time^ 
and to be followed at a later period by Ali Moorad. 

Meanwhile Jacob and Fitzgerald, the Chandikas and tljc 
Mugzees, had orders to commence their march also on the 
IStli to surjirise roolagcc: thus the troops were put in 
sudden and rapid movement to the front, simultaneously 
from the right and left of the long line of frontier. 

On the 1 1th a march of thirteen miles brought the 
general with his advanced guard of cavalry and a battery 
of horsc-artillcry to Jaghur, and on the ir)th he reached 
Khangur after a march of sixteen miles. Jacob had that 
day reached Bojan, f ^putccu miles west of _KIumgi^b ut 
by a terrible march tnrougli the deserlTMicil^int^^sos' 
sinking from fatigue and thirst, because thc^cmncl^comsj 
wlij^ijDjecgde^thcm, had exhausted all thcTw^irmthc 
desert, and many horses had died. ** j 

At Khangur the spies came in with news that Bcja 
Khan, deceived by the intercepte d letter, k new hothinj^ 
of the British movement, and hacT^ forces at Shahpoor 
thirty-five miles in advance. This unexpected informa- 
tion, ajodJagobJjs^^istre^^ the first plan of sur- 

prisingromage^mappnea^ and Sir C. Napier like a 
great captain instantly c hanged his whole scheme of 
operations — ^arguing thus. If Wi]|lce Chandia be true, 

he will this nightjattack^^ though Jacobis ^ 

horsemen are too distressed to reacfi that place for the 
morning combination, they can reach Shahpoor; and an 
attack there, co upled with that of the Chandikas at Poo- 
lagec, will still drive the hillmcn cjistwardluurcuri^^ 
off from the western mountains, which is the first great 



SIR CHARLES NKPlfh^F 


188 

iHAP. iX. object of the campaign. Ooch is the next wafermg<^lfte^ 
1845'. east of Shahpoor, and only sixteen miles from it ; to Ooch 
then, the enemy will naturally retire unless he defeats 
Jacob at Shahpoor, and Beja may still be intercepted.^^ 

Tlie head-quarter troops had then marched sixteen 
miles, and t h^ distance to ,,Q,Qc]|^ through heavy 

sand, where a single show©rTI?^niv^^ out all 

traces and bewilder the most skilful guides. This distance 
and difficulty seemed to forbid the effort ; but the perma- 
nent irregular cavalry post of Khangur under Captain 
Salter, and two mountain-guns under Lieutenant Pulman, 
being fresh, were forthwith despatched against Ooch, and 
Jacob received orders to move against Shahpoor. Scarcely 
had Salter been lost to the sight, when fresh intelligence 
arrived ; many cliiefs with a strong force were already in 
possession of Ooch, and Shahpoor was still occupied as 
before. This news alarmed the general for Salter, whose 
ability he had not proved in action ; he fcarod he might 
1)C beaten, and notwithstanding his own previous march, 
the groat dist ance to Ooc h, and the chance of losing his 
^va3^llmngasgul^cIcs oifl^ Iwo Kancree chiefs whose skill 
^s d oubtful, he followed with two hundred of the 6 th 
irregular cavalry and two pieces of 
J[]Japtain’Mowat. And these high-spirfJeTsoldSersJ^^ 
to enthusiasm by the energy of their leader, actually 
added those forty miles over heavy sand to their previous 
march, within the twenty-four hours ! 

At daybreak on the 18 th the vicinity of Ooch was 
attained, but the general, w ho had thcn_j)ccn ^ above 
twenty-six hours on horsebaclT'cSiaoppress^^ con- 
stant thought, had fallenjislccp in his saddle. A sudden 
halt of the advan ce-g uard, with which he was moving, 
awakened him ; li ^|fr had been perceiv ed not far off 
and the enemy must be close at hand 7 * Although un- 
easy not to have found traces of Salter, he resolved to 
wait onl^ for his own main body, form a column of 
"aitack, ancT gallop at daylight headlong into the midst of 
the enemy supposed to be in front. But during his very 
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lie was left with only fifty tired horsemen close, as he 
imagined, to a numerous and formidable enemy. 

At daybreak Captain McMurdo, who had Jisccnded a 
sand-hill in front, returned hastily with intelligence that 
he had seen Bcloochecs firing in the plain beyond ; this 
was embarrassing, for the general somewhat deubted 
the firmness of the native horsemen with him in such a 
perilous crisis ; yet he would not retire, but merely moving 
out of matchlock-range from the sand-hill ascended by 
McMurdo, awaited the coming event, and nt that critical 
moment his lost troops and guns suddenly emerged from 
bcliind another sand-hill ! This happy accident having 
rendered him again master of his movements, he scut 
scouts towards the firing, which was dropping not con-^ 
timious, and found that not the enemy but Salter was 
in front. He had engaged and defeated seven hundred 
hillmen in the night, and the shots were from his videttes 
to keep off ^prowling parties, seeking to steal back some oT 
the spoil. He had found the robbers, under Dcyrah Klmti 
Jackranec, in a position covered on three sides b^ the 
rocks but open on the fourth, and had vigorously charged 
til cm. At first, from the darkness, he missed their lino, 
sweeping along the front instead of plunging into it, but 
soon recovering he rode straight upon them and they 
dispersed, leaving many dead. Some prisoners were taken, 
with above three thousand head of cattle, and twice that., 
number of cattle would liavc been captured but for the 
extreme fatigue of men and horses, for the hills in front 
were covered with scattered herds. 

Whcn,the second camp was pitched, a knowledge of the 
prowling warfare and ferocity of the robber warriors 
induced Sir C. Napier to order that no man should go 
beyond certain precincts. But always a certain thought- 
less negligence where personal danger is involved, cha- 
racterizes young British officers and soldiers. Captain 
John Napier, the generals nephew, McMurdo his son-in- 
law, and Lieutenant Byng his aidc-dc-camp, seeing smalt’ 
bands of the hillmen assembling on a rocky height in 
front, as if. to §favq the disji^nt herds, went tpwa^ds them. 
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As tlicy approached, fearing an ambuscade, Byng was 
sent back for some cavalry, but the two others soon had 
occasion to acknowledge the prudence of their general; 
for round a rocky knoll came galloping a gallant robber 
mounted on a small mare of great activity, himself of a 
fine presence, clothed in a wadded armour, and bearing a 
matchlock and two swords : he had a fine courage also, 
or he would not have hovered so close to the camp 
with such a pageantry of weapons immediately after a 
defeat. 

McMurdo fell upon him sword in hand, and some time 
they fought, wheeling in circles and closing without ad- 
vantage on cither side, save that the marc was wounded. 
Napier looked on, too chivalric to interfere in so fair a 
fight, but at last McMurdo, who had sdready ridden the 
same horse sixty miles, said, John, 1 am tired, you may 
try him. The other, of a slight make, but with as bright 
ai^ clear a courage as ever animated a true English youth, 
advanced, and all three were soon at full speed — the 
Jleloochee making a running fight. Suddenly the latter 
turned in his saddle and aimed with his matchlock, 
being then only a horsc^s length in front ; it missed fire, 
and as Napier rapidly discharged his pistol, McMurdo, a 
man of ungovernable fierceness in combat, thinking the 
rcj)ort was from the matchlock unfairly used, dashed 
4 )istol in hand past his comrade: — ^who in vain called out 
not to kill — and shot the daring fellow as he was drawing 
his second sword. Then ensued a scene singularly cha- 
racteristic. The young men alighted, McMurdo reproach- 
ing himself for using a pistol when they were two to one, 
and both with great emotion tried to stop the blood flowing 
from their dying antagonist, while he, indomitable, clutched 
at his weapon to give a last blow : he was unable to do so 
and soon after expired. 

From the camp now came succour, for the two officers were 
in danger from the vicinity of the dead man^s prowling 
comrades, but to view the body of the fallen Beloochce was 
all that remained to be done, /ilie generals first impulse had 
been to gallop out hinself^ but the recollection of his high 
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calling cheeked him, and lie left the result to fortune — 
expressing afterwards his displeasure at the whole pro- 
ceeding as contrary to discipline, contrary to prudence, 
and in his mind contrary to a just principle, which forbade 
even in war the shedding of any blood not absolutely ne- 
cessary for the general success. He hml however another 
scene of more painfid interest to endure. Having found 
a native officer of the 6tli irregular cavalry, named Azeem 
Beg, lying on the ground mortally hurt, he alighted and 
endeavoured to alleviate his suffering and give him hope 
of rccovciy. "General, replied the dying hero, I am 
easy, I have done my duty, / am a soldier, and if fate 
demands my life I cannot die better — your visit to me is a 
great honour P So he died ! " These arc the things,” 

Sir C. Napier wrote in his journal just after this toucliin^ 
event, "these arc the things which try the heart of a 
commander ; and accursed, lie adds — alluding to the slan- 
derous asseiliions of Lord Howick and his coadjutors — 
" accursed be those who in the House of Commons accused 
me of seeking war in wantonness.” They were not worth 
this passing invective, their miserable calumny was scorn- 
fully rejected and crushed at its birth by the English feeling 
of their auditors. 

About midday, when the camp had been pitched, came 
a horseman from Jacob to say he also had surprised and^ 
defcatg^j^^jj^^ Khan, Beja’ssou;^ 

whereupon the general, notwithstanding his previous- 
fatigue rode to Shahpoor and found that the enemy had 
been, as at Ooch, c ompletely deceive d by the letters written 
to the khan ofT^hclat. At bolK places, supposing the 
troops attacking them in the night were Chandikfis and 
Mugzces, they had resisted until the vigour and skill of 
the fighting convinced them of their error ; then they fled; 
and Jacob had so disciplined Jjjg^^nl^M^giU^iat not aj 
hillman who surrendered was hurt, altnough tlie Mogul^j 
had been forced to storm one house defended by sixty rob- 
bers, who after killing or wounding six assailants thrown 
down thei r arms whe n the door was broken. It was 
fine examplc^i* generous discipline. 
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Two chiefs and eighty men liad ])ccn captured, a new 
phase in Scindian warfare, for hitherto remorseless slaugh- 
ter on both sides had marked every fight. Six chiefs and 
above a hundred men had been killed or wounded in the 
two attacks, which cost the British only eighteen men ; 
and it was reported that while battling at Ooch the 
robbers, until then firm, on hearing Salter’s artillery cried 
out " The Sheitun-ka-Bhaee himself is there,” and instantly 
fled — so groat a dread had his actions created. Thus the 
desert was overcome by a finely-conceived and masterly 
change in the operations, suddenly adopted, enforced with 
astonishing energy, luid wonderfully sustained by the 
troops, whose enduring strength may be compared with 
that of any soldiers ancient or modern. For the men with 
|:ho general had marched without halting, fifty-six miles ; 
those with Jacob fifty miles; those with Salter forty 
miles, through deep sand. For forty miles also Jacob’s 
cavalry had been followed in the waste by a body of 
police infantry under Lieutenant Smallpage ! And while 
all these hardy soldiers thus broke through the desert, 
their general was in the saddle for thirty hours, riding over 
seventy-two miles of ground — the last sixteen during a 
violent sand-storm, very ox)pressive to exhausted men 
and horses. It was only in Shahpoor, after writing 
Jiis despatches and issuing orders for concentrating the 
.infantry and artillery, whic]jy||||j);|y2^^ 

■he first took rest ! 

This trij)le success — for the true and valiant Chandian 
had at the same time taken Poolagec — a gain induced a 
change in the plan of opcnitions. Tne enemy had volun- 
tarily thrown himself into the eastern hills, and the 
original design of moving direct upon Poolagce and con- 
necting the left of the army with the Murrecs, was entirely 
bclinciuislj^glj^^^^ The princinle of cutting off the hillmen 
Rrom the west, and driving them up their long ravines 
^remained indeed the same, but they had themselves short- 
lencd the operation by abandoning the western ranges. 
iBaltcr therefore remained at Ooch a nd Jacob’s ca valry was 
mptached to Poolagce and Lheree, to hold those places. 
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and ill conoeii with the Chandikas to awe the Khclat 
tribes. The infantry, the artillery, and all the supplies 
were directed upon Shahpoor, where a magazine for 
fourteen days^ consumption was formed, which would have 
been twice as large, if the necessity of keeping Beja and 
his confederates deceived as to the movements had not 
restricted the previous preparations. 

Jacobis cavalry and the Chandikas being thus thrown 
across the hills towards the Murrees, the army occupied 
two sides of a square, one of which menaced the passes 
from the desert on the south ; the other was in posses- 
sion of the western mouths of the long parallel valleys, 
or rather raymea. whiph splif. thp^lnlli in tb^ir 

Looking from Poolagee, to the cast, those ravines were 
as follows ; — 

On the right hand, the ravinQ|igil£J]j|iyi|(^^ 
eastward, until it was lost in the crags of the Mazarce 
district near the Indus. It could only be entered from the 
south by the cross defiles of Zurance, Gondooee and Sebree, 
leading through an almost perpendicular wall of rocks. 

Next to and parallel with Tonge, was the ravine of the^ 
Illiassce river; into which the only cross entrance was the 
defile of Jummuck leading over a rocky range, impassable 
' save at that point. 

From the Illiassee ravine several defiles gave entrance to 
the parallel ravine of tlj^CevMi^trcara, which, in the 
centre, was called the Valley of the Tomb, and more east- 
ward the Valley of Deyrah. Into this ravine a shorter 
one opened, down which the Sungseela torrent came from 
khe north-eastward, to fall into theTev^jll^owing west- 
ward. These rivers are however mer^beds of torrents, 
dry except in heavy rain ; th^Tcjaggiii^e only continu- 
ally-flowing stream, was burayardwide ^j^jOegah^ and 
the whole region is horribly arid. 

Northward of all these ravines was a rocky range, sepa- 
rating the Murrees from the other tribes but pierced by 
the defiles of Sartoof and Nufoosk. 4 

With the desert behind, and this arid region, thesCi 
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craggy passes before him, the desolate nature ot whicu 
can only be comprehended by reference to the plans and 
views, the English general, while impatiently awaiting the 
arrival of his infantry, his guns and stores, thus described 
his position on the 18th of January. 

, To-morrow all the gorges will be plugged up by the 
cavalry, and Beja Khan is, I am sure, on this south side of 
the rocks, between a low ridge which hides him from ns 
and a higher range on the north. 1 have examined Yarroo 
Khosa, the guide, this njoniing, and he says there is plenty 
of water at Tullar and very little at Tonge, but at Zui*aiiec 
it is excellent and plentiful. I think it scarcely possible 
itbatjwatcr^hould^jbound^at^ Zurance, and yet 

Tbe sccarc^indbad at Tonge, wherefore 1 believeT^Jjjjiys 
in Beja’s hands, and that chief is at Tonge : however Yarroo 
and I have agreed that we cannot go thcre.^^ 

^T^his dou^lgjJglllgjJjlj^^ Jacob was directed 

iCTblock the gorges of the ravines opening on Lhcree and 
Poolagee, with six hundred horsemen and two guns, while 
«Ahmcd Khan Mug/iCe moved up the Teyaga into the 
Tomb ravine. Wullcc Chandia was to scour that of Tonge, 
^he Chandikas being, as the general observed, good feelers. 
We designed to move himself by Ooch upon the Zuranee 
pass, he directed AU Moorad on the Gondooee, there to 
wait until the enemy was pushed upwards. By these 
dispositions he secured the western entrances of the hills, 
and could block the cross defiles from the south, whiles 
^the Chandikas and IVfBpSS^^^^orcd two of the ravines 
in their length and ascertained the real positions of the 
^hillmen; and always he expected to capture cattle at the 
jvatering-pla ces and so deprive the enemy by degrees of 
subsistence. TVSPTBSnBie judge it dangerous to push for- 
ward the Chandika^ and Mu gzees in this isolated manner, 
^beca use the re cenr"SiipB9By would inevitably lead the 
JenemjPWflH^ they only masked the approach of the 
IBritish forces as before. ^ 

^ From some negligence or error, the infantry, the artil- 
park, and the commissariat stores, did not come tip 
r due time, and nothing coOld be done in the hills without 
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first.^^evcrtheless, on the 20tli, having first permitted 
the families of the prisoners to join them, making arrange- 
ments for their support with a liberal regard to humanity, 
he began his movement on Ooch, his intention being to 
forqiyy|]jth&.i^ passes on the south front immediately. 
But n ev e g - did a flancipalgfn-mnrA ftntirfily dep^jid upon the 
prompt genius of a commander than this. There were no 
maps, the country was inexpressibly intricate and austere,^ 
the movements were governed by the finding of water, the 
spies all dreaded Beja and the guides were from fear, 
rendered his agents. Each day brought a new difficulty, 
or new information to cause a change in the plan oA 
operations — and to all this was added an embarrassment, 
bdfe^e alluded to, which seldom troubles generals in war, 
namely, the dread of forcing the robbers to a decisive 
battle near their families, lest they should butcher them 
when the day was going hard. This indeed he dreaded 
so much, that between the 20th and the 22nd, stoically 
humane, he twice rejected oppoftunitics of destroying Beja 
while moving across the British front, because his family, 
and the families of his sons and chiefs, were with him. 

At Ooch, the spies said that Tonge, into which the 
Doomkee chief had first thrown himself, was a place of 
singular formation ; being an immense basin, formed by 
rocks whose summits were inaccessible on the outside but 
easy of ascent from the inside. The only inlet was a small 
>»wstraaimlat o£^ pure water, which fell 
from the higher part of the rocks on the opposite p ast ft fc 
the basin inside ; in former wars it had been turned tempo- 
rarily by the hillmen so as to fall fourteen miles from the 
. tunnel by the outward circuit, and the assailants, having 
the desert at their backs, were thus forced to retire from 
thirst : the more provident English leader was furnished < 
with water-skins and well-diggers for such an occasion, 
and designed to block the tunnel and starve the defenders. 
Meanwhile Wullee Chandia, having swept the outer valley 
leading up towards Tonge, killed several Bhoogtees and^ 
captured a large flock of goats, so alarmed Beja by these 
moven^jj^ts, that l^e abwdoned ]^s fatness and fled jtfg)ss„ 


CHAP. IX. 
1845. 



196 


ifR CHARLES NAFIER^S* 


front of the troops at Ooch towards Znrane^^Kscapihj ' 
1845. capture^ as noticed above^ because his enemy was more com- 
passionate for the women and children than he would him- 
self have been. During this flight however, his followers 
left him in great numbers, and went to BdoochlO^ of 
Lheree, w ho pretended toJbe^riendlyjnth^^^HS^ff ”^^ 
the gencrn^TEinEii]^ this reception of the Doomkees no 
proof of friendship, suspected a concerted scheme to or- 
ganize a force on his flank, and therefore directed Jacob 
to treat Bclooch Khan roughly, and even, if necessary, 
arrest and send him to head-quarters. 

^ The Chandikas, reinforced with a squadron of cavalry, 
were now placed at TuUar in observation of the Tonge 
defile, because the latter was a good watering-place not- 
withstanding Yarroo^s tale ; and though *more correct 
information had stripped it of the marvellous strength at 
first reported, it was a fastness great and difficult to assail. 
Colonel Geddes was then sent with a column of aU arms 
to Zuree-Kooshta, opposite the Zuranee defile, and the 
troops were becoming eager for battle ; yet the mareh oi 
head-quarters was deferred, because hourly varying circum- 
, stances presented new combinations— There is no need 
for haste,^^ observed the general on the 21&t in his joumaJ 
of operations — A check at any point might force me to 
retrograde ; that would be dishonouring, and weaken the 
effect of the first surprise. My army hems the enemy in 
on the south and west--jtheMi|rnBesJ|iCTQj|j^^ 
jaortl^Ali Moorad ought to be now maremn^n the Gon- 
dooee defiles, and the hillmen^s provisions arc decreasing, 
while mine are increasing by the arrival of supplies and the 
captures of cattle. All the young men are eager for 
fighting, but I will not indulge them unless Bcja goes to 
^the Zuranee defile, — for I must force the passes there — 
meanwhile every man’s life ought to be as dear to me as 
my own, and I will not lose any by provoking fights with 
small detachments, to hasten results when my measures 
are, it appears to me, sufficient to insure final success.” 

^ In this mood he remained at Ooch until the 25th oi 
January, intent to spare ^life as much as possible, and 
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always dreading that a premature advance should bring 
the robbers to action while their families were with them, | 
an event the contemplation of which filled him with \ 
horror. His movements were thus clogged, and many 
advantages designedly let slip ; for nothing could shake 
his resolution not to have the blood of women and children 
swelling the red stream which the terrible actions of the^ 
robbers had forced him to set fiowing. Nor did he spare 
moral means to avoid so horrible a catastrophe. After 
Salterns action, eleven men and sixteen women, amongst 
- them the mother ofJDeyrah^ Jackranee and the wife 
of Toork Ali, were found in a cave, and transferred with ' 
marked respect to the care of a Syud or holy man, who 
"held a jagheer on the tenure of applying its revenue to , 
the succour of the poor — and such obligations of charity 
^are seldom violated amongst the Mahometans. By this 
Syud the h umanityofjheJEnglish leader was made known, 
and, couplcJ"^^Jhn3i(r*pre^^^^^^rtreatmentjrf the 
p risoners^ families at Sha hpoorrnoToSyliEa^ the horror 
fcl?TyTEeTCiIImen at naving tneir women fall into the 
power of Caffir enemies, but finally influenced Toork Ali 
and Deyrah Khan to surrender. 

On the 18th AU Moorad should have been in front of 
the Gondooee defile, but he had halted for the feast of 
the Moharem and did not arrive until the Blst — a very 
,|j?rious failure, as will be seen further on. 

On the 23rd rain fell, which was useful for filling the 
wells, but otherwise inconvenient ; on that day however. 
Hunter reached Ooch with a sepoy battalion and the 2nd 
Bengal Europeans, the latter, strong well-set men, "no/ 
biff, but with a biff spirit was the remark of their chief 
whom they now saw for the first time. Simpson about the 
same period got to Shahpoor with the other sepoy bat- 
talion, and the Bundlecund legion : thus the whole army 
was assembled on the north side of the desert, and the 
magazines were now filled for two months. 

On the 25th the general, unable to ascertain either the 
real numbers or the positions of the enemy, but supposing 
them>t^ he assembled for .the defeii|»e oUthe Z|i|Biiee and -s 
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Gondooee defiles^ marched on the first point, hut with 
design closely to examine the positions before he assailed 
them. Meanwhile he directed Simpson to march with a 
column of all arms combined,from Shahpoor upon Foolagee, 
and from thence push up the Tomb valley upon Deyrah, a 
distance of seven marches. Scouring that valley in its 
length, he was to turn the cross defiles of LuUee and 
^Jummuck while the main body assailed them in front. 
The army was thus disseminated in many columns, on 
the principle of warfare originally designed; but each 
column was so strongly constituted, and the hillmcn were 
still so dispirited by the*4liPW[|lpflBl^ Ooch and Shab» 
poor that no counter attack was to be dreaded: it was 
expected also that rumour would exaggerate Simpson^s 
numbers, and the movements were not made without a 
military connection calculated to secure the army against 
any gi*eat disaster. Simpson, while moving up the Teyagaj 
had Jacob’s cavalry-a nd and 

the ' platesTTff to fall back upon. 
The Chandikas and* 

TuUar, were supported by Shahpoor, where a garrison of 
all arms under Captain Jamieson remained to guard the 
magazines : Shahpoor indeed, from its central position, 
gave equal support to Simpson and to the Chandikas, and 
was the place of arms for the whole movement. 

No longer coimting on Ali Moorad, the general now 
resolved to assemble at Zuree Kooshta a powerM' force foif ' 
offensive operations, and he effected this on the 26th ; but 
only by forced and distressing marches, which nearly 
destroyed the sumpter camels ; the nights also were so 
cold that the shivering sepoys could scarcely endure the 
change — ^three died — but the Europeans became more 
vigorous. 

At Zuree Kooshta, it was ascertained that Bq)a had gone 
through the LuUec defile, that he had been joined by the 
Bhoogtees and Jackranees, that he was pr^ared to fight, 
and his ground was surprisingly strong. Wherefore, 
thinking sufficient time ,had been given for the women 
and children to gain distant fastnesses, the EngU^h leader 
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resolved to attaek. He designed however, following his CHAP. ix. 
original notion, to dislodge his foes by powerful mortar 
and howitzer batteries if possible, and thus spare an in- 
fantry fight which could not fail to prove murderous for 
his own army. 

On the 28th the troops advanced, but found no enemy 
to deal with. Simpson^s movement had been, as foreseen, 
magnified into the approach of a great army, and the 
defiles of Lullee and Jummuck had been abandoned 
when he had only made three marches, one of which, 
from the extreme ruggedness of the ground was but of 
four miles. The English camp was now pitched between 
the Lullee and Jummuck passes, the space between them 
being about five miles. Good w^ater was found, though 
not enough for a large force ; but afterwards, nejir the 
summit of the Jummuck range, or ghaut, an abundance 
was discovered ; and as these passes were points of great 
importance, a redoubt and other works were immediately 
traced for securing them. The defiles being thus gained, 
a trusty cossid was despatched to Simpson with orders to 
continue his march to Deyrah, by 'which his column was 
again linked to the main body, and thus the general 
movement was as successful in all its parts as the first had 
been ; for the rocky region had been penetrated without 
loss, and an irregular transverse front was thrown across the 
p:u*aUcl ravines, so as to block up all the western gorges 
and connect the left of the army with the Murrees. But 
though the tribes had abandoned these almost impregna- 
ble passes, showing their ignorance of scientific warfare, 
their prowling murderous bands infested the camp, and 
soldiers and followers who strayed beyond the sentries 
were killed without mercy. It was in vain to order that 
no man should go beyond the lines, the orders were dis- 
obeyed wd daily losses ensued. 

To ascertain the enemy^s course was now the object 
to attain. His strongest hold was said to be amongst 
the desolate caraa ^ of Trukkee. b ut though celebrated all 
over Asia theii? real situation wa s at this time a mystery 
w hich neither guide nor spy cared^ to disclose ; s o fearful 
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were they of Bcja^s afber-vengeance^ and so sure that he 
would be finally victorious : Trukkee was however at no 
great distance from the Jummuck pass^ being ensconced 
in the ridge which separates the Deyrah valley from the 
Sungseela ravine. In this state the following questions 
were to be considered. Would the robbers throw them- 
selves into Trukkee and fight their last desperate battle 
amongst its terrible rocks ? Or would they make a push 
to break or evade Jacobis and Simpson^s forces, and so 
getting through the western gorges gain the Khelat 
mountains, whither they could not be followed? This 
last was not much to be feared; the hillmen were too 
numerous, too much encumbered with their families, bag- 
gage and herds, to slip between the columns ; moreover, 
issuing from Tonge they would be met by the Chandikas 
and Mugzees ; and issuing from the Illiassee they would 
be met by Jacob; in the Teyaga ravine Simpson would 
oppose them, and at Sartoof they would have the Murrees 
to fight. They were indeed more numerous than any of 
these separated divisions, but the country was so strong 
for defence there could be no fear. 

Trukkee remained, but it was soon ascertained that 
Simpson’s column, which had frightened them from Jum- 
muck, had also deterred them from going across the 
ravine of the Tomb, which, as it approached Deyrah, 
spread out into a spacious valley. Trukkee therefore was 
not their object then. There was a third course open, 
namely, to make eastward for the Mazaree hills, which 
abounded with fastnesses even more inaccessible and aus- 
tere than the rocks they had just abandoned; and there 
the general desired to drive them, for the following rea- 
sons. — Barbarian communities, having less to spare of the 
necessities of life and less confidence in each others’ faith, 
are more sensitive to intrusions than civilized communi- 
ties ; and here the Jackranees and Doomkees would be 
driven refluent upon the Bhoogtees, who were already 
suffering from a dearth, and were more likely to quarrel 
with than receive them amicahiy!“ ' could then be all 

pressed closely until they surrendered , or were compeljie d 
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to break, half-starred and deagperate, into the Mooltan or 
Keytrian countries, the last an eailtem oontinaation of the 
Murree hills. 

To discover the true direction of flieir retreat, the 
narrow ravine in whidi the army was then encamped, 
was on the 29th e:q>lored eastward by a strong column of 
troops ; and soon a recent camp was discovered, where the 
fires were still burning, and where women's camel-litters 
called offovds, being;,l^|t on the ground, showed that both 
chiefs and thmr famil^ had been there. This sufficed, 
and the column returned. 

Very remarkable and desdate was the rocky solitude 
into which the operations had 'now broi^t the troops. 
The ravine, up which the exploring column had gone, was 
formed by two ridges running east and westward, the 
ground between being fertile though uncultivated; the 
northern ridge, pierced by the defile of Jummuck, was 
highest, broadest, and mctrmnely rugged ; yet of less as- 
perity than the southern ridge, through wUch the defile 
of LuHee had given entrance; for this las^ extending from 
Tonge to the Mazatee got-mingied and lost amongst 
the prod^ous rocdcs of the last-named r^on, and in its 
whole length presented, as it were, a battlemented wall 
some hundred met higli. It offiared several narrow defiles 
or rather fissures, none nKure than thirty yards wide and 
with perpendicular rides rightly or nine^ yards high; 
and it was impossible to employ flanking parties above, 
firom the difficulty Of gaining access to the summit and 


because the^^ j^jK^^tress would have been stopped by 

gimtdtyfth, so narrow as to be in 

it wi& bwAtes : but so tnribly wild, so 
^ 'is the fhce of nature there, that a 
of language, exclaimed 
/de tewrki the ru6- 


the ci^ was of neees- 
{dOCWjF'bOt the enemy 
out wwdd command 
;k>!ii- with the 
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plains behind, Avhere the cavalry was stationed to oppose 
and give notice of any outbreak from the other passes. 
Moreover the reports of spies, and a calculation of 
probabilities, soon showed that the confederate chiefs, 
when d()tcrred by Simpson^s march from passing the 
J ummuck range, had moved eastward until the austerity of 
the ravine barred progress ; and then issuing by the Gon- 
dooec defile into the plain of Muth, had skirted the desert, 
until they could enter the hills again .at Dooshkooshta the 
most eastern defile. This they could not have done if 
Ali Moorad had been true to his time and place, and his 
failure was a serious mishap ; it rendered nugatory all the 
previous able and finely-calculated combinations to finish 
the war at this point, the campaign was indefinitely pro- 
longed, and suspicion was excited as to his fidelity. 

While Beja was thus making for the Mazaree hills by 
the plain of Muth, Captain McMurdo was detached with 
a squadron and two guns to find Simpson, and ascertain 
if the Bhoogtee town and fort of Deyrah were defended ; 
they were empty, and Simpson, an officer peculiarly exact 
in following his instructions, was at Inmd to take posses- 
sion ; hence McMurdo returned to camp. Salterns cavalry 
w ere charged with the advanced communication between 
the main body and Simpson, and the rear communication, 
between Shahpoor and the Lullee pass, was delivered to 
Sraallpagc and his policemen: still the lurking robbers 
grievously infested both the camp and the rear of the 
army, murdering all stragglers and carrying off many 
camels. 

llcflecting on this state of affairs, the general thought 
some bands and herds must have been overpassed in the 
previous operations; and as the vital principle of the 
campaign was to seize all the cattle and drive the people 
in heaps upon the most sterile fastnesses, he sent Captain 
John Napier with the camel corps and volunteers of the 
13th regiment, to scour the ravine of Tonge, while a 
squadron of cavalry from Zuree Kooshta skirted the 
rocks outside in concert. Doing this, he said, that herds 
would certainly be found near the watering-places, and 
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lie was right — John Napier, who united zeal and intelli- 
gence to great resolution and enterprise, returned on the 
31st, without having seen an enemy indeed, but with two 
thousand cattle. The voice of the camp had foretold 
entire failure, for notwithstanding the previous successes 
light opinions Avere still expressed as to the ultimate 
result of the war, and the English leader was continually 
chafed by predictions of failure, anticipations of difficulties, 
and calculations too ill founded to have any influence on 
his convictions. Hitherto, he jocosely said, he had proved 
himself at least a better robber than Beja, having taken 
six thousand of his cattle and a great deal of grain, killed 
many of his men, and forced the remainder to seek safety 
in sterile fastnesses Avhere they must suffer waut.^^ 
Meanwhile Ali Moorad arrived at Zurce Kooshta with 
two thousand men and ten guns, being then twenty-seven 
miles in rear of the camp, whereas he should have been 
ten days before at Gondooce, barring that defile against the 
confederates, Avho would thus have been entirely enclosed 
and compelled to surrender. 

All the forces designed for the campaign were now in 
hand, yet the camp remained stationary, for the counter w ar 
of the hillmei^ had commenced and precluded movement. 
Their emissaries in rear of the army had diligently con- 
firmed the notion inculcated by the Delhi Gazette and 
the Bombay Twies, as to the folly and danger of the expe- 
dition, and panic was widely spread. ‘^ Bcja could not 
be subdued — he laughed at the English leader, who 
w ith his army would be starved — would be cut to pieces 
— ^the hillmen were invincible.” To this the emissaries 
added, that Sir C. Napier’s successor would shrink from 
defending Shikarpoore” — a lesson they had learned from^ 
Buist, who was continually objecting to its retention — 
“that the confederates would come down and plunder 
that town and wreak Beja’s vengeance on all men who 
had aided in the invasion of their hills,” 

Terrified at this prospect, the camel-men, first refused 
to pass Shahpoor with the supplies, and the next night 
deserted with their animals, five hundred in number. 
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CHAP. IX. The contractors and owners of camels in Scinde also 
1315 refused to complete their contracts, hid their beasts from 
the government agents, and in every way evinced their 
belief in the coming destruction of the army, and their 
profound sense of the Beja^s ferocity. The troops were 
thus suddenly stripped of carriage, as sumptcr camels are 
called in India j for the commissariat animals had been 
overworked by the previous rapid marches and the camel 
docs not quickly recover. The idle talk of the army also 
became louder — Beja could not be hunted down, the 
thing was impossible — and at the same time the warfare 
on the communications became more active. The dawk 
was twice intercepted, the bearers were killed, and sixteen 
commissariat camels were taken. The camp was still more 
vexatiously tormented. Sixty baggage-camels were car- 
ried off at once, and many followers were murdered. 

This loss of carriage entirely precluded movement, and 
the apparent check thus given to the operations might, it 
was to be feared, induce neighbouring tribes and nations to 
think the expedition had failed — a conclusion more likely 
to be adopted, because five times before within four years 
Britisli troops had been cut to pieces in those hills, and 
the robbers, hitherto uncoiiquercd, were Ridged uncon- 
querable. The Murrees and the Brahooe Belooch tribes 
of Khclat were most likely to be thus influenced to mis- 
chief, and though such a defection had been contemplated, 
and means to meet it prepared, much spilling of blood 
‘ would have necessarily occurred, which the general strained 
every nerve to avert, by still greater exertions and giving 
vent to a more determined expression of his will. 

The government camels, he observed, had plenty of a 
shrub on which they loved to feed ; the cavalry horses 
throve on a kind of grass found in tufts at the edge of the 
desert; and common grass had been discovered in abundance 
at the foot of the Jummuck ghaut. Water could be had 
along the waste for digging. Two months^ provisions had 
been stored in Shahpoor before the hired camel-men 
deserted, and twelve days^ supply was in the camp ; where- 
fore, when complaints came that there was no water, he 
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sent well-diggers to search for it ; and when told the yield 
was sulphureous, he desired the murmurers to boil it. If 
he was assailed with anticipations of famine he answered, 
that to sustain want was a soldiei*^s duty. In nothing 
would he yield. Sooner than flinch before this robber 
Beja, he exclaimed, I will eat my horse, I will starve, 
and I will not be put from my enterprise by the talk of 
men who have not considered the subject so deeply as 
myself. Nor am I without resources. The government 
camels arc still capable of some work ; the cavalry can 
be dismounted to supply sumptcr animals, and so can the 
fighting camel corps : patiently therefore, but unrelent- 
ingly, I will go on, and these murmurs only make my 
feet go deeper into the ground. Why should I give 
way ? Deyrah with its fort is in my hands, furnishing a 
fixed pivot, round which the army can move, contracting 
by degrees the space occupied by the enemy. The Mur- 
rces confine the robbers on the nortli, while the cavalry 
and Ali Moorad watch them from the plain south of the 
rocks. The Sciklis are influenced by my menacing lan- 
guage towards the Mooltan man, and by Major Broadfoot^s 
diplomacy on one hand; on the other by a natural dislike 
to have three starving ferocious tribes boring in upon 
their territories, bringing after them a victorious British 
army in pursuit. They will therefore probably liold by 
their neutrality. On the Keytrian side also there will 
be a bar ; for the spies say, Iladgee the khan of that tribe 
has told his son-in-law, Islam Bhoogtee, he will receive 
him if i3ressed, but not his followers : he will not there- 
fore receive Doomkees and Xackrauces.” 

But this want of carriage, a perplexing embarrassment 
in itself, involved the chance of very serious consequences. 
It rendered the army powerless when success was tilmost 
certain, for a hot pursuit at this time would have inflicted 
great loss on Beja if it did not entirely destroy him ; only 
twelve days^ supply of food was in the camp ; and if at the 
end of that time the army was compelled to retrograde to 
Shahpoor, a shout of victory would peal from tribe to tribe 
through the hills, even to the Bolan pass ; that would be 
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echoed along tlic crests of the Ilala mountains as far as 
Sehwan, and then shield and sword and matchlock would 
pour down on the Scindian plains with a wild and merci- 
less storm ! The Kcytrian man’s resolution, which was 
only known through spies, might alter ; and thus the line 
of operations would be dangerously extended, even though 
fresh carriage should be obtained ; for beyond the month 
of March the troops could not keep the field under the 
extreme heat of the desert. At that moment all the troops 
were eager to fight, though convinced that ultimate success 
could not be obtained ; ])ut they were not all British ; and 
would those young soldiers sustain half-rations in a halting- 
place ? would not sickness be induced, and despondency 
also, from inaction, when assassins and thieves vexed their 
camp, murdered their servants and stole their baggage 
animals? Before them were inaccessible rocks, around 
them a solitude, and all their own discourses turned upon 
the impossibility of warring down Beja ! 

Such were the reflections made at the time, and the 
prospect was not bright. One evil however had already 
been avoided by prudence. Had a rash pursuit of the 
hill chiefs over the Jummuck pass been adopted when the 
army first entered the ravine in which it was now en- 
camped, the convoys could not, when the camel-men 
deserted, have followed over that ghaut ; the troops must 
then have come back for food, and would have found Beja 
and his confederates again in possession of the twin defiles. 
For it was afterw ards ascertained that they had gone up the 
ravine towards (londoocc, persuaded that the British leader 
would cross the Jummuck Ghaut and leave them to seize 
the passes behind him ; an able and shrewd combination 
but baffled by superior prudence. The campaign was 
indeed one of the utmost danger and difficulty, for, 
amidst arid deserts and stupendous rocks. Sir C. Napier 
had to war down a powerful people, gliding around him in 
craft like serpents and fighting like lions when beset. 
Fortune however, that great arbiter in war, w as not adverse. 
At this critical time a vakeel from the khan of Khelat’s 
Durbar reached the camp, charged with submissive and 
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friendly messages. Tlic surprises at Oocli and Shahpoor, 
at the opening of the campaign, had alanned that court ; 
and the cliief minister had a personal cause to plead ; his 
brother’s treacherous correspondence with Dcyrah Kliaii, 
had been taken at Ooch; it proved his own complicity, and 
he had been told that if such hostility was continued the 
English leader would destroy both of them, even if they 
fled to Bokhara for safety. This vakeel, whose secret in- 
structions were to plead the minister’s cause, Avas merely 
made to remark the fortifications in the pass, with charge 
to assure the khan the English woidd remain in the hills 
for six months, and were raising these works for permanent 
possession. But the moonshce, Ali Acbar, was sent to 
Khclat, ostensibly and really to demand aid in jirocui’iiig 
fresh camels; privately to assure the minister, that Ids 
brother and himself Avould be pardoned and obtain the 
friendship of the Englisli government for ever, if tlujy 
behaved well; and that a jaghecrin Scindc Avould immedi- 
ately be given to him if lie proAuded camels, and held true 
to the alliance. This policy, good to obtain animals, was 
also designed to restrain the Khclat tribes from commotion 
during the actual crisis. 

Ali Moorad Avas now directed to move to the Gondooec 
pass, for at Zurce Kooshtahe Avas outlie line of communi- 
cation with Shahpoor, and his men were likely enough to 
act hostilcly and lay their deeds on the outlying roving 
bands of hillraen. The ameer obeyed, to the great 
content of the general, Avho Avould liaA^c sent the English 
cavalry to occupy all the watering-places after him, as a 
further security, if the desertion of the camel-drivers had 
not precluded even this movement. Meanwhile to fix the 
Murree chief, whose faith he thought wavering, and whose 
enmity AA^ould be dangerous, he offered five thousand rupees 
for the capture of Beja ; and at the same time, to free his 
force from all doubtful friends, he desired Jacob to send 
back to their own countries the Chandikas and Mugzees, 
as having fulfilled their mission; for he wished to have 
in this crisis as few tribes about his army as possible. 
Eesorting likewise again to the stratagem which had before 
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deceived Bejji, he directed Jacob to write a letter to a 
friend, and cause it to fall into tlic hands of the Blioo"- 
tees, the contents being, “ that fresh forces were coming 
up, that the fortifications at Jummuck were to be very 
powerful, that the intention was to stay in tlic hills until 
Beja was killed, but the generaPs benevolence made him 
desire rather to have him a prisoner, and he would richly 
reward any chief or tribe who delivered him up.” 

Having tlius employed all moral means at his command, 
the English leader, desirous to clear the vicinity of the 
camp and keep the troops in full activity, sent a column 
under General Hunter to scour all the adjacent ravines 
and rocks ; for so daring were the lurking robbers that 
five of them, j)assing the pickets in the night, cut down 
two men not far from the head-quarter tent. Hunter’s 
soldiers killed these men, but they fought desperately, and 
one of them, when pierced by a bayonet, continued to cut 
at his antagonist until the latter discharged his musket, 
the bayonet being still in the robber’s body j About the 
same time the police under Smalljiagc captured cattle 
south of the rocks, and a despatch from Ali Moorad an- 
nounced, that at Oondoocc he also had taken six camels 
and three hundred licad of cattle after a skirmish. 

In this state of affairs a Kyharec spy arrived with intel- 
ligence, that the confederate chieftains, having ensconced 
themselves in a fastness only twenty miles distant, were 
starving: and next day Captain Malet came from Ali 
Moorad, to say that Bcja wished to surrender. Here was 
an opening to emerge from a critical and dangerous 
position with apparent honour ; but the unbending will of 
the English leader was then manifested. Instead of 
snatching at this occasion to terminate a war becoming 
hourly more difficult and dangerous, he answered thus. 

Let the khan lay his arms at my feet, and be prepared 
to emigrate with his followers to a district which I will 
point out on the left bank of the Indus, and he shall be 
pardoned. If he refuses these terms he shall be pursued 
to the death, and the hundred Doomkees who arc my 
prisoners shall be hanged.” 
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There was a right, but no intention to hurt those pri- 
soners, the thrcjit was merely to strike terror; but the 
emigration condition was real, being founded on a policy 
resembling that of Pompey when he removed the Sicilian 
pirates from the sea-coasts ; for like that great man. Sir 
C. Napier thought the robbers, if removed from tlic scene 
of their depredations and settled as cultivators, would 
relinquish their lawless habits. He saw they were fero- 
cious, yet chivalric and capable of just rcilcction, l)cing 
spoilers as much from necessity and ignorance as from 
liking, and he earnestly desired to reclaim not toslaugliter 
them. 

On the 5th of February a patrol again discovered and 
killed several armed hillmcn between the passes, and tliree 
hundred liorsemen were brought up from the rear to 
enable Sunpson to scour the plajpi about He 3 n’ah. Put 
famine was now menacing the army, for though the cap- 
tured cattle, always sold by auction in the camp, furnished 
a coiLsiderablc resource, this was an Indian army, with at* 
least three followers to every fighting man, and consc-' 
qucntly that sujjply soon disappeared. No sumpter camels 
had yet b^n procured, and the general, thus pushed to 
the wall, de tached Fitzgerald^s iitrhting c amel corps to 
fetch food from Shahpoor, with orders to scour the ravine 
of Toiige once more during his march, and even to attack 
that place if it contained enemies. The militiiry excellence 
aiid power of this anomalous corps, was then strikingly 
shown. With hired sumpter camels the marches alone 
w^ould have occupied six days and nights; and a strong 
escort must have been employed to protect the convoy. 
Fitzgerald^s men, self-sunnortcd as a military body, not 
only scoured the ravine and reached Shahpoor in one 
night, after a march of fifty miles, but loaded their camels 
with forty-five and regained the 

camp on the morning of the 8th, iiaffn^ employed bIBP 
three days and two nights in the whole expedition ! 

On the very day this supply came, another message was 
received from Ali Moorad, to say, not Peja only, but all 
the chiefs were ready to surrender. To this slight cre- 
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CHAP. IX. deuce was given hy tlie English leader when lie considered 
1H15. the state of affairs ; hut jiroinpt to seize every oiiportu- 
nity^ he marched a few hours after Fitzgerald^s return 
towards the defile of Sehree, eastward of Ali Mooi’ad^s 
camp; leaving (Jciieral Hunter w'ith a small force at 
Junimuck to hold that and the Lnllee defile. By this 
movement lie designed to contract the pressure on the 
confederates and inereasc their disposition for yielding; 
but when passing Ali Moorad’s camp the aimu^r entreated 
that no advance beyond Sebree shoidd he made^ saying it 
would alarm tlu^ chiefs and jirevent their surrender. At his 
desire, the general, anxious to avoid bloodshed, agreed to 
halt at Sebree until the 4th, yet with a misgiving that the 
matter was a concerted dijsign to gain time for miscliicf — 
I cannot, he said, trust these serpents of the desert. And 
the next day his dawlv,^ioagh guarded by twelve troopers, 
Avas surprised and many of the mc‘ti slain by a band of 
Jackraiu'es two hiindr(‘d strong. % Pretending to belong to 
Smother irregular cavalry regiment, some of these robbers 
Miad entered into friendly con\ersation with the escort, but 
‘ suddenly each man cut doAvn the soldier he was talking 
to, and among the victims w as a son of the sotlbadar who 
luid died so nobly at Ooch. 

Alarmed by this event for the safety of Cantaiu 
McMurdo, avIio had been sent a few hours before with 
tw^clve troopers to examine the country beyond the defile 
of Sebree, the general rode hastily to his succour, but 
met him returning with a herd of cattle. A matchlock- 
fire had been opened on him in the pass, but instead of 
abandoning the cattle and galloping through, he had skil- 
fully drawn back and enticed the enemy into low ground, 
where he Avas going to charge Avhen a ncAV band came 
upon his rear, llis troopers, though Mogucllaees, had 
been for a moment ^wiic-stnclieir^iien tiie tire Avas 
opened orT^tlimn, but noAv, stimulated by the bold 
^demeanour of their leader, they charged and sent the 
robbers to their rocks, Avhere several fell under the fire of 
their canibines : McMurdo with able contrivance then 
'passed the defile in safety. It.Avas a gallant and well- 
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managed affair, and tlia troopers were rewarded with tlie 
price obtained for the cattle in camp. 

This happened on the 9th ; on the lOth Salterns cavalry 
was detached to communicate with Simpson; on tlic 
11th the adjutant-general Major (irecn moved Avith a 
column to scour the hills towards Dcyrah, in concert with 
a detachment which marched from Ilunter^s camp, and 
they killed some robbers and brought back eight hundred 
cattle. On that day also, certain exi)ert men, called 
Pug gees were employed to pug or track the robbers 
who had seized the daAvk, it being suspected that the 
Boordees of Ali Moorad’s force, who were at feud with the 
6th irregular cavalr}’’, beca use of McKcrizie^s action in 
w hich some of their tribe had been killed, were the perpe- 
trators of the murder and robbery . Tlic trail however 
wenr into tUe hills, fortunately for the ameer, as the 
general, chafed by his previous misconduct, declared his 
intention, if treachery had been detected, to take Captain 
Malet and Mr, Curling out of the prince’s camp, and 
send in exchange a shoAvcrjdLgrapc from ten pieces of 
artillery. ^ • 

Oil the 12th, hearing nothing morc6f*ihe chiefs’ coming 
in. Sir C. Napier began more strongly to doubt the faith 
of Ali JMoorad, and thought the offer of surrender was 
only to gain time for a Seikh force to join the hill men. 
Yet, when he considered that he had thirteen hundred 
good infantry, ten guns, and six hundred cavalry in hand, 
his reserves towards Shah poor would give him 
two thousand more troops, he judged that Ali dared not 
be treacherous : and for any force Bcja and his new allies, 
if the Seikhs were really coming, could bring to the fight, 
he cared little. However, always prudent, he brought 
Hunter’s column up from Jummuck, leaving the defiles 
there to the care of Fitzgerald’s camel corps. Then 
writing to the Mazarees on the Indus a menacing letter, 
to deter them from giving the tribes any aid, he chose 
a position of battle where he could defy twenty thousand 
enemies and awaited events. 

The 13th Hunter joined the camp, and that day also 
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tlic confederate robber chiefs sent their near relations to 
All Moorad, saying, As they were treated so would bo 
the conduct of the khans, the English leader might put 
tlieir relations to death, but then the war would 
continue : and it was intimated that ilohamed tlie 
Lion might come to aid the tribes with five thousand 
men. 

Inflexible as steel the general replied, that he would 
have all prisoners, or none — they might choose. On 
the 1 1th, they demanded another day for rcfiirence — 
Not an hour, was the answer; and if the whole do 
not conic in, the llritish army will march to-morrow 
embattled into your hills, but mercy will go back witli 
the lieavy baggage to Shahpoor. AVith respect to Sherc 
Mohamed, his highness will be w'elcome, 1 have as many 
men here as fought at Dubba and shall be sorry if the 
Tjiou comes with few er numbers than he had thcrc/^ 

This sternness induced the relations of the chiefs to 
(piit Ali Moorad and come to the English camp on the 
15th. They came how'cver as amb.'issadors, pleading dis- 
tance and customs and the recent death of lleja Khan\s 
w ife for delaying the surrender until the 19th, Avhich they 
afKrmcd was tlic earliest day possible. Sir C. Napier 
would not alter his terms as to Boja, but to the others he 
offered new conditions. Islam Khan Bhoogteo might, if 
he was content to do so, take an oath ncjvcr to invade the 
British territory, but ho must make his salaam to the 
khan of Khelat, his lawful sovereign. Devrah Kha^ 
Jackrance was desired to settle in Seindc, but lie might 
take Islam^s oath instead, if he w^ould be surety for all 
liis tribe. If he could not do that, Ileyrah himself should 
be received in Scinde, endowed and protected, but his 
tribe should be warred down : these also were the terms 
for the minor chiefs. 

Had he known at that time where the confederates 
were, he would have marched against them notwith- 
standing these negotiations; observing, that the loss of 
his camels and fear of the tribes finding a refuge in 
Mooltan, were the two great fountains of his generosity. 
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But it MRS Mitli him ii fixed j)riuciplc never to hesi- 
tate or appear to hesitate, mucli less go back, with bar- 
barians, whether ill the field or in negotiations ; lienee he 
repeated his declaration that he would, God wUHny, march 
the Ibtli to Dooz Kooshta, yet in consideration of Beja^s 
domestic affliction would wait there until the 19tb. In 
the night of the 15th however, so much rain fell the 
cninels could not carry the tents, and he was not dis- 
pleased to be thus forced to give a longer day ; yet true 
to his policy, he made the ambassadors remark this 
natural impediment as a divine restriction, and not any 
wavering on his part. God was not wiUhuj, Their eastern 
imaginations would have otherwise found many imperti- 
nent causes to encourage tliem in further resistance, such 
as want of food, orders from the govm’iior-general, or 
a fear of Ali ^looiwPs power. This last notion the 
vain-glorious ameer was diligently inculcating amongst 
his followers, and through them amongst the hi Ilmen, 
assuming an appearance of superiority upon every favour- 
able occasion; he e^cu declared that he would march 
on Dooz Kooshta lliough ordered to move to llecran on 
the border of the desert, llis first delay had enabled the 
enemy to escape at (loudooce Avheu the war might have been 
terminated ; now he was ])retendiiig great personal anger 
at receiving ordc’rs, and was assuming an independence of 
command which might produce disaster; but he was (piiekly 
taught another lesson. A peremptory order not to go 
jiear Dooz Kooshta was transmitted, with this message ; 
that if he were found in possession of that watering-])lace 
a cannon-shot should go through his pavilion as a signal 
to decamp. 

At Sebree, on the evening of the IGth, notwithstanding 
the rain of the evening before, tlic wells Avere dried up, 
and the troops all gasping for Avatcr, Avhen suddenly 
from the rocky hills in front came doAvn a torrent sixty 
yards wide and two feet deep, pouring through the middle 
of the camp. Most of the soldiers, astonished and rejoicing 
at this unexpected relief, looked on it as a special provi- 
dence, and the general, who had from his knowledge 
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of hilly districts foreseen this event, thus noticed it in 
his journal. ^Mlow niany ])henonieiia there are in these 
countries ^vliicli admit of bein;^ turned witli a little fore- 
cast and iiifi^c'nuity into sceniinj^ miracles ! This torrent 
>vas one which I could have foretold and employed to 
advantage. And on the march from Shabpoor, when 
maTina was found in the desert, the soldier who first 
lirought it to me said, ^ Sir, this is a mii*aclc — it is on 
the bushes — it is food — it comes from (Jod, it comes 
down from heaven — it is a miracle!^ He w^as right it 
was a miracle — What is not 

None of»tlie hillmcn opposed him in the defiles of the 
j'oeky w all which, from Lullec, extended as before observeui 
to this point, where it was beginning to mix with the 
Mazarec hills; Dooz Kooslita w'as therefore attained after 
many hours’ marching without 0 ])position on the .17th of 
February. Ali Moorad had not dared to come thci’c, and 
when the camp was pitched the general, who had been 
in the saddle for ten hours, entered his tent and thus 
recorded the strong feehngs which the date of the day 
had called up. 

This is the second anniversary of the battle of Mecance, 
and 1 am again in the field ! Am T doomed to constant 
war and bloodshcdding? Well! This is a righteous war, 
and so was that against the infamous ameers. But this 
day two years ! What heaps of dead were around me — 
w'hat iiuinbers of friends Averc dying — what shrieks from 
the hospital-tent of men undergoing amputation ! Peace be 
with them, they behaved nobly, those who died and those 
Avho survived that terribh' conflict. And 1 am here now- 
waiting for the surrendei' of the robber chiefs at Dooz 
Kooslita, which, translated, means Thv Thief a Death, 
Singular coincidence!” 
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CHAPTER X. 

At Dooz Kooslita tlic camp remained until tlic IDtli, in 
pursuance of the promise to lk\ja Khan ; hut it Avas appfi- 
rent that Ali ]\Ioora(l liad liccu deceived hy tiie chiefs 
and their secret allies amongst tJu) ameer’s councillors, and 
that the ncji;otiatums Aven^ only to j^aintime. The rolihers 
had s|)ii‘s and (Muissarics in all places and avimv ])crfeetly 
AA'cll informed, Avluai no tidiii»:s of their ])ositi()ns or (hisijilus 
could be ol)taiiied hy thellritish leader. Kvmi his personal 
attendant, a Hindoo, Avho had been Avith him for yc'ars, 
transmitted all that his master uttered in his pres('uce to 
some employer, Avho aa^s not detected : yet passaf^es in the 
l)Oirihay libels indicated a connection AA'ith tliis trcjaclu'ry. 

On the IDth the campaign recommenced, but c're thii 
events are relate<l, the positions and their military b(‘nrings 
must be laid doAvn, for a ucav front of battle, had bemi 
adopted, and the line instead of facing northwards looked 
eastAvard. 

Simpson being noAV at Deyrah, near Avliicli he had captured 
a string of camels, formed the extreme left ; behind liim, 
to the AvcstAV.ard, was a cavalry post at the Tond) ; a good 
watering-place, irorn Avhence the ])atrols could communi- 
cate with the ^lurrecs by the deiile of Sartoof, and scour 
the Sungseela ravine. ^ ^ 

South of the Tomb, and connected Avith it by ])atrols, 
Fitzgerald’s camel corps Avas at the J urn muck pass; and 
both those posts AAcre in communication Avith Jacob at 
Poolagce : thus the ravines of Tongc, of the llliassec', and 
the Tcyaga Avcrc commanded, and that of Sungseela 
Avatched. 
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Slmhpoorj always strongly garrisoned, contained the 
magazines, 

llcad-quartcrs were in centre of the first line ; Ali 
Moorad formed tlic rij'lit winf^ at Ilceran, touching on 
the frontier of tlic Mazarcc country ; and hetween these 
principal posts the cavalry and police maintained the com- 
mnni cat ions by patrols. 

This disposition of the army restricted the hillmcn to 
half their original occupation of those desolate regions, 
cooping tlicm up in the north-eastern corner ; and though 
their fastnesses there were the most rugged, andtliey coidd 
from thciicc descend finally into the Mooltan territory if 
tlie Oewan was faithless, the English leader had employed 
moral means to [)revent that, aiid the following^skilful 
combinations debarred them of any successful counter 
attack. 

Jacol), holding the forts of Poolagee. O olagee. and Lhcrcc, 
on the west, could not be easily hurt ; and liis cavalry and 
' guns entirely awed the Khelat tribes in the Holan hills, 
who !)eing secretly inimical would otluTwise on the first 
opportunity have exteiuled the war along the llala moun- 
tains down to S(;liAvan. 

Simpson having the Deyrah fort, impregnable to any 
attack from the llcloocluies, formed a ])ivot on which the 
mfiiii body could securely turn for ofTensive operations ; lie 
also commanded the ])rincipal \ alley and Avas connected by 
rthe cavalry post at Tomh Avith the canud corps at Jum- 
muck, and Avith Jacob at Poolagec. 

Ali Moorad Avatched from lleerauthe Mazarces, and Avas 
“^vithin call from head-quarters if wanted for a battle; 
meanwhile, excised from the operations and exposed in an 
open country to the action of the British caAalry, he Avas 
debarred opportunity for treachery. The principal force 
under the general Avas thus free to act olfeusively in any 
quarter. 

In this state of affairs the troops lived hardly from hand 
to mouth, and as the captured herds furnished much of the 
subsistence, the campaign Avas one of great privation as 
Avcll as fatigue. However the hillmcn fared worse. Tlieir^ 
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stores of grain had all been taken at Poolagce, Slialipoor CIIAP. X. 
and Ooeli, which forced them to feed on flesh, an iiimsiial 
diet j)roducing disease, and numbers died. Some supplies 
indeed they got from the Mazarecs of Itojan on the Indus, 
but they paid exorbitantly for them; and here it may be 
explained that there were two Mazaree tribes — a river 
tribe subjects to the Seikhs, and a hill tribe. Prom both 
ot‘ tlieiii the robbers expected aid, but Sir C. Napier’s 
letters to the dewan of Mooltan had not been fruit- 
less. The river tribe, the Dewan said, had been strictly 
foi’bidden to receive any of the robbers, and had been ^ 
directed to send supplies to the British ; but for the hill-^ 

Mazarecs, they were enemies to the Seikhs and he hoped 
for their destruction — they wxre not only robbers like 
Beja, but half of tlu^ dt^predations attributed to that chief 
were i)er[)etrated by them. " 

Thcvsc hill ]\Iazarees w’crc however those the general ' 
most desired for friends, because their country was known, 
and to enter it would dangerously extend his line of op(;ra- 
tions. Portune again befriended him. The Bhoogt(jes, 
just before the couimcnccment of the cainj)aign, had plun-' 
dered some hill Mazar(*es, and that oflence cou])l('d with 
the general’s personal menaces, induced the latter to send 
several chiefs with three hundred followers as voluntary 
hostages. But they went first to Ali Moorad, and he; 
from a desire to ap|)ear great induced them to remain in 
his camp. This insolence, the English leader, having 
other means of evincing his paramount authority, took no 
notice of at the time, justly observing, that the greater 
Ali pretended to be, the more poAverful would his superior 
appear in the eyes of the hillmen when his dependence 
became known ; and the Mazarecs indeed, soon finding who 
was master, hastened to do homage to real power. 

On the 18th Captain Salter brought advice Irom Deyrah, 
that the hillmen’s camp Avasat Goojroo, or Shori;, twenty- 
four and tAventy-one miles in front of Dooz Kooshta; that ITan 2. 
they were about eight thousand strong, and lying close on 
the hill Mazarees’ frontier, Avhieh they were now forbidden 
to pass ; but Avhether they designed to fight the British or 
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(^HAP. X. to siUTCiider avjis not kiioMii. This intelligence involved 
1 H 45 . consideriitions. Would the robbers, if pressed in their 

actual position, go into the Seikh territory? Would it be 
right to follow them ? The conclusion was in the affirma- 
tive for tlic last. They could only go there with secret 
pei’iiiission, or in violation of the neutrality avowed by the 
dewan of Mooltan : moreover, the frontier being rocky 
could not be well defincd_, and pursuit of a fl}dng enemy 
would not admit of nice distinctions. Ali Moorad’s credu- 
lity and falsehoods had already caused the loss of six days, 
at the most important crisis, and the w hole object of the 
war was not to be further endangered by delicate respect 
for national rights Avhich were totally disregarded by the 
enemy. The Staklis said they had not admitted, and 
would not admit the tribes; the latter might then be 
pursued; because, either the assurance w\as false or they 
would not be within the Seikli boundary. 

These rclleetions made, and the term of delay promised 
to lieja having terminated, on the 1 0th the troops were 
secretly put in motion to sur[)rise the enemy. The camel 
cor|)s had been previously called up, and ordiu’s w(‘re sent 
to Ali Moorad to bring forward his forces, because a griMit 
and decisive stroke was contemplated. The road to Shore, 
running through the defdes of Lotee, wns long, rugged and 
difficult — in the night-time peculiarly so — but the march 
was so well combined that the confederates w^ould have 
been surprised in their camp, but for one of those minor 
iiisubordinatioiis which no commander can guard against, 
which so often mar the finest combinations, and render 
war the property of fortune, ’flic moveuieut was to have 
been in darkness and silence, the orders to that cflect were 
peremptory ; but some camp-followers lighted a fire, Beja’s 
videttes saw^ it, and that chief instantly fled from his posi- 
tion. Hence, after luMug twenty-two hours on horseback 
without taking food, Sir C. Napier pitched his camp in the 
afternoon of the 2()th at Shore, a baffied general for the 
moment ; but a quantity of grain and a hundred and fifty 
eanu‘l-loads of liaggagi* were captured at Shore, and the 
last was given as a prize to the soldiers. Hindoo merchants 
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Imd conic from the Mazarecs of Rojaii with this graiu^ on CHAP. X. 
s|)Cciilatioii, hut they lost life and goods together, for they 
an d tlicii* followers fouglit bravely and were killed. These 
captures showed that the tribes were moving as a people, 
not as warriors, and that finally the Englisli operations 
would inevitably circumvent and destroy them. 

On tlie 21st Ali Moorad arrived with his wild warriors, 
stout and brave men ; and the same day a hill chief ^ A li 
Shore Khosa , came in and made salaam, lie was quite a 
youth and disliked tlic robber life ; but his lands being 
surrounded by those of the other chiefs, he had no free 
action until that moment. Sir C. Napier gave him a 
government employment, observing, that to jmnisli the 
robbers was only half liis object, to reclaim tliem was liis ' 
aim ; and despite of tJic universal impression to the con- 
trary lie judged that he could do so, and Avas resolved to 
try, founding his hopes upon his extensive experience of' 
mankind. lie had dealt, in peace and war, nith many 
nations, Ilritish, Irish, Americans, Italians, French, (h'ryj 
mans, (i reeks, Turks, red Indians, Hindoos and lleloo- 
checs; and he thought military persons, having principally 
to do Avith tlic soldiers and jieasnntry of eacli country, had 
the natural characters of men in tJiose countriijs, most 
openly exposed to their observation, lly the peasantry 
because they .are unsophisticated and have no motive for 
concealment with soldiers avIio arc not enemies ; and theri) 
is a curious similarity of military hnv and us.ago in all na- 
tions, indicating a distinctive general character, exclusivi^ 
of what is imposed by customs and religion, and very [ler- 
ccptiblc to an observant officer. The military life forces 
observation of (character upon the mind. All soldiers, 
men and officers, must study tlie temper and character of 
those above as well as of those below them ; tlioy arc more 
or less in the position of courtiers Avith Eastern despots, 
and none are more shi’CAvd in detecting characiter, thougli 
none arc more skilful in hiding it, than Asiatic court-men 
— the one c(uaJity generating the other. 

It is pretended, said Sir Napier, l)y men Avho 
assume to tlicmselvcs all knowledge and competency for 
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CHAP. X, j]jovcriiing in Ttidi.% that sometliing occult exists in the 
Indian character ; but the distinctive general cliaractcr of 
man is as pronounced with them as with others^ when 
clothed in uniform. There are indeed modifications to be 
remarked, yet easily to be traced to conventional causes, 
the general charaeter remaining the same. The sepoy for 
example, is sober, and cleanly as far as ablutions go, the 
Europcaa^ not so — that can be traced to religion and 
'"‘cliniatc, the last being father to the first. But as a 
recruit, the sepoy is viiuntitig and eager to fight, so is the 
European; as a veteran he is cool and daring like the 
European; and like him lie is fond of being smart in 
dress, of having a military bearing, and is proud of being 
a soldier. If undisciplined he is easily panic-stricken, so 
arc Europeans, but when well drilled both are fierce and 
intrepid. The Indian, liaving been a slave for ages, is a 
liar — so is the h]uropean slave — but, like the European, 
the Indian as he grows in civilization and freedom adopts 
truth as the better policy. This is proved by the existing 
charaeter. The old and respected soldier is more truthful 
than the recruit, and a native olficer of low rank in the 
British service can be believed when an officer of Ali 
Moorad’s cannot, however high his rank. 

Finding fear, pride, vanity, courage, honourable ambi- 
tion, ostentation and self-respect, common to both races. 
Sir C. Napier judged that in their avarice and generosity, 
and in their susceptibility to the impressions of skilful 
leaders, the eastern men in no way differed from their 
western brethren ; wherefore with hope and resolution he 
looked forward not only to subdue but to reclaim and 
civilize the wild tribes now opposing him in arms — feel- 
ing assured that a life of murdering and robbing, with 
continual danger, could not be really one of choice. 

As the march against Shore and Ooojroo had been 
made in the expectation of fighting a great battle or 
receiving the tribes in surrender. General Simpson had 
also been called in, and he arrived in camp on the evening 
of the 2()th, having left a gai rison in the fort of Ucyrah. 
Thus nearly the whole army was concentrated, and the 
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first thought was to push on in pursuit; but the extreme 
fatigue of the troops prevented this; those of the main 
column had been twenty-two hours under arms, *and 
Simpson^s column nineteen hours, seven of which were 
employed to descend one ghaut. It was absolutely 
necessary therefore to rest ; but next day a strong detach- 
ment being led out to examine the pass of (Joojroo in 
front, the enemy was both seen and felt at no great 
distance, and some of his men were killed. Fame had not 
exaggerated the extraordinary ruggedness of the country. 
With infinite difficulty the precipitous rocks on each side 
the entrance of the (loqjroo pass were scaled, but all 
beyond was desolate, and imj)racticablc from the transverse 
chasms. The defile itself being penetrated for about a 
mile was found absolutely stupendous ; there was no mode 
of passing it save by the cavalry galloping through ; a des- 
perate expedient; for the guides said it was in length four 
leagues and without change, being only fifty feet wide, 
strewed with large loose stones and having perpendicular 
sides several hundred feet high : it was also without a droj) 
of water after the entrance was passed. The flanking 
parties therefore came down again, not without danger 
and difficulty. While above, they had discerned the smoke 
of the confederates' camp twelve miles off, and the 
hillmen were evidently waiting until the British should 
enter the terrible defile ; they woidd then have barred all 
egress, and \ising their knowledge of the bye- ways have 
closed round and destroyed the entrapped soldiers. 

This state of affairs demanded new combinations uniting 
the utmost caution and vigour. The enemy had been at 
last found, and though his position was unattackablc it 
could be turned ; his back was to the Seikh territory and 
he could not retreat further if neutrality was observed ; 
nor could he for want of provisions remain long where he 
was. But the question as to where he would go had to 
be revolved with more care than ever, for on the next 
movement the success of the war was likely to depend. 
It was probable indeed that Bcja would jmsh suddenly 
upon Deyrali and from thence throw himself into Trukkee; 
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yet, thou«;li the name and slrengtli of that celebrated 
iVistncss Avere familiar in the British camp, no man, fijnide 
or spy, could or would tell exactly where it was situated. 
In this doubt the English leader formed new combina- 
tions with a saji;acity marking his mastery in war. 

The Bundlecund Legion was ordered to remain at Shore, 
under the command of Major Beatson, a stern determined 
soldier; Ali Moorad was sent back to the Lotce pass; 
Hunter went to the .Tummuck defdes again, and the general 
inarched with Simpson’s troops to Deyrah. These dis- 
positions brought him nearer to the magsizincs without 
seeming to retreat; but tliey could not have been made if 
the Mazarec merchants’ wheat had not been eaptured, and 
it w^as no small part of the difliculty ol‘ this campaign, that 
tlic army had to win its food from the enemy and dig 
for Walter day l)y day ; it was no slight proof of genius 
eitlujr, thus continually to change the whole scheme of 
o])crations in such a country, and on sucli accidental 
cireumstauecs. 

Tliere were two courses in tlie enemy’s choice especially 
necessary to guard against. Eirst he could turn the 
British left by a defile wdiich led down towards Lotce, and 
then moving by Deyrah break through the Jurnmuck 
defile and regain Tonge. Second he might avoid the 
.lunimuck, after jiassing Deyrah, and moving by Maiwvar 
to the ravine of the Tomb, break through Jacob’s posts, 
and make for the Kujjuck and Bolan country. Both of 
these movements w^ould indeed be desperate efforts, but 
the hillmen were in a desperate situation, and any wild 
and furious effort might be expected from them. 

If they did not adopt one of these courses, four opera- 
tions remained for them, namely, to fight in the narrow 
plain, which being behind their actual camp could be 
reached by the British from Deyrah — to descend into the 
Seikh territory — to surrender when their food, of which 
they could not liave much, was expended — to throw them- 
selves into Trukkcc. Any of these operations would be 
their ruin; but it was possible there might be minor 
defiles about Goojroo unexplored, and at this time unex- 
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ploniblc, tlirongh Avliicli they could pour upon llcntsou at CHAP. X. 
JSlioro. Tu line the Avar had uoav readied a crisis and the 
prohleiu to be solved Avas become Axry eom])lieated. 

r\ The British line of comuiuiiicatioii Avith Shahpoor 
Avas more than a hundred miles louj?, and passed through 
many dangerous defiles. 

2 '\ To the supplies of food, it might be, that su]>plics of 
Avatcr ^\erc to be added ; for the habit of poisoning Avells 
and ])0()ls was an understood practice amongst the hilbnen. 

3'’. Strong escorts Avere reipiind to guard tlie convoys, 
because roving isolated bands of Avell-monnted robbers 
Avere still lying in most of tlie nnllahs and smaller ravines 
b(ihind the army, watching for spoil. 

Ihovisions Avere ab’cady scaivi*, and the government 
camels had again failed from oxerwork ; the troops Avere 
on half-rations, and at Shore only txxo days' 
the fi(jl(l magaziiu*. lienee the jirincipal reason for sending 
Hunter back to Jummuck, was to protect and shorten tlu' 
line of communication with Shahpoor, by turning the 
convoys through that ^lass instead of continuing their 
movements by Sebree and Dooz Kooshta. 

Grass and AA^ater for the exhausted (‘amels could bc^ 
obtained at Deyrah, and from thence luiw olfi'iisive o])('ra- 
tions could be undertaken, Imt as it was essential to parry 
<!Ounter bloAAS during the moxements the folloxving combi- 
nations xvere arranged. 

If the enemy, who knexv very exactly from his emissaries 
everything that Avas ])assing, should, Avhen the main 
column marched upon JDeyrah, iind means to overpower 
Jlcatson, that officer Avas to fall back on Ali Moorad at 
Lotee, and Hunter's column, though in march, Ax^as to 
turn in support. 

If the hillmen were deterred from pursuing Bcatson by 
this accumulation of forces at Lotee, and should from 
Shore folloAv the hcad-ijuartcrs to Deyrah, Beatson and 
Ali Moorad had orders to close in on their rear, and place 
them betAveen tAvo fires ; Hunter Avas then to cluingc his 
direction and move on Dusht-Goraii by Avhich the enemy Plan 2. 
would be entirely enclosed. 
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Having arranged these combinations, the general marched 
from Goojroo towards Deyrah on the 22nd. He had little 
fear for llcatson, and was anxious that Hunter should 
arrive at Jummuck on the 2r)th, not only to secure the 
shorter line of communication with Shahpoor and hfu^cthc 
convoys turned, but that he miglit be in a position to sup- 
[)ort the cavalry at the Tomb — an object of importance, as 
the enemy could from the Murrow plain descend on Deyrah, 
or by the Sungsccla ravine pour down on the Tomb. In 
the former case the general’s column could, moving by 
Tussoo, reach Dej'rah first, as it would march faster 
than a heterogeneous mass of warrioi’s, Avonien, children 
and herds. The rugged defile leading from the Murrow 
plain on .Deyrah would thus be barred ; or, if the liillmeu 
were first, they would in the plain of Deyrah fall an easy 
prey to a compact army assailing them w hile still confused 
and issuing from the defiles. But in the second ease 
Hunter’s aid w ould be required at the Tomb. That oflicer, 
however, halted a day at Dooz Kooshta, and so far the 
nicety of the combination was marred; yet with no ill 
effects, because the enemy did not^ adopt the operation to 
be guarded against. 

Head-quarters reached Deyrah the 23rd, having marched 
through a country of astonishing asperity, where tlie troops 
were dangerously embarrassed by the multitude of camp- 
followers and quantity of baggage. Deyrah itself was 
however in a fertile, though at this time uncultivated 
plain, having a fine stream of \vater flowing through it. 
Here rest was obtained, and after a time, vakeels fi om the 
Murrees arrived to make salaam, induced thereto by a 
previous menacing communication — tlu.ir recent conduct 
having become suspicions. 

On the 26th Hunter reached Jummuck and the w^holc 
army was thus re-established under the new combinations. 
Beatson, if driven from Shore, could, as showm, retire on 
Ali Moorad at Lotcc, where their united forces could hold 
the robbers in check until the main body from Deyrah, 
having only a march of fifteen miles, fell on their flank — 
and from Jummuck Hunter could also move to the support 
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of Lotee, in case of disaster. But if Beja attempted to CHAP. X. 
enter the plain of Deyrah instead ^f assailing Lotcc, after 
driving back Beatson^ he would be met in front by the 
gencraPs column, while the passes in his rear would be 
closed by Bcatson and Ali Moorad. Nor could he gain 
any advantage by moving across the Murrow plain, north- 
wards, and so pouring down the Sungsecla ravine, because 
the cavalry post would oppose him at Tomb, being sure of 
sup2)ort from Jummuck which was only twelve miles dis- 
tant, and from Deyrah which was not much more. 

The great difficulty remained : Sir C. Napier had twice 
let Beja and his tribe pass before his army without attack- 
ing him, because the women and children of the tribe 
being present lie feared for their lives. This feeling still 
governed his operations, and with more powder, because of 
a painfully interesting experience he had on entering 
Deyrah, where some poor deserted cliildrcu were found 
starving. They were taken care of, but for a long time, 
demanded each day wdicn tlicy were to be killed, having 
no other expectation ; thus indicating too plainly the fero- 
cious habits of their tribes. Hence with more thaii his 
usual resolution the English leader sought to avoid battles, 
and keep the masses shut up in the rocks, Avhcrc want of 
food and water might compel them to yield witliout fight- 
ing. Still he could not forego final success, and had now 
to decide on what w^ould most conduce towards it. 

The confederates had, during the recent marches, retired 
from the Goojroo defiles to Partur, north of the Murrow Plan 2. 
plain and touching on the Keytrian frontier ; but this was 
judged a wile to draw the army from Trukkee, of which, 
though then close at hand, no information had yet been 
obtained, save that it was not very far off and was amongst 
rocks through which a narrow fissure led northwards 
from Deyrah to the Murrow plain. It appeared certain 
however that the chiefs had been refused an asylum in the 
Keytrian and Seikh territories, and were thus delivered 
over to the British operations ; hence, changing as it were 
the fixed point of his compasses, the general now resolved 
to make Beatson’s position on the right his pivot, and 

Q 
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CHAP. X. sweeping round with his left and centre, as he had before 

irtTiT. swept with liis right, \o hem in the robbers and finally 

attack them if warranted by circumstances. 4^o effect this 
he only waited for his convoys, whicli wxre now being 
brought up, tliough slowly, because the loss of the hired 
camels had been as yet but partially restored, and the 
troops liad been for many days on lialf-rations. 

On the 28 th, wliilc preparing for the new movement. 
Sir C. Napier secretly licard that Triikkce was really close 
to him, on the north-west and not amongst the rocks before 
indicated. AVliciu^fore, hoping that sooner or later he 
should find the ti*ibcs in that fastness, he forbade all strag- 
gling or explorations towards the mysterious (juarter, lest 
the hilhnen should be thus deferred fi*om going there; for 
he was Avell assured that, on(*e in Trukkee, he could by 
famine, drought, or force of arms, or all three combined, re- 
duce the robbers to sul)mission. While ruminating on these 
things a tr()0])er galloped into camp, saying that a convoy, 
Avhich after depositing a supply was on its return, had been 
attacked only three miles off and was defending itself. 
Instantly the general made for the scene of ad ion with 
his Mogul escort, lea\ ing orders for a regiment of ii ri'gular 
cavalry to follow; for that such a daring attack, so close 
to his camp, would not ha\e ha])pcned unless a refuge was 
at hand he felt assured, and that refuge could only be 
Trukkee. 

In this conviction, when lie reached the ground, he 
wished to k(X!]) the enemy in ])lay, but his staff se(‘ing 
only fifty mounted robbers in the tiedd galloped against 
them and caused a retreat. ddjis unmilitary juocedure 
was very disph'asiug, but his judgment was (juickly con- 
firmed; the retiring horsemen suddenly rode into a diasm 
amongst the rocks, and a guide at his side involuntarily 
exclaimed as they disappeared, I'ntkkev ! having only the 
(jvening before (h^clared it w as two marches distant ! This 
exclamation, coupled with the confident retreat of the 
robbers, gave Avarrant that the long-hidden fortress was 
found, and the confederates brought to bay; wherefore the 
irregular cavalry Avere instantly posted op]K)site the chasm 
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tlirouf^li whicli tlie horsemen had disappeared, and the cilAP. X 
English leader went back to camp exultant. It was then 
dark and the troops were merely warned to support the 
cavalry, if any alarm was given, but at daylight both 
infantry and guns marched, and the discovered southern 
entrance to Trukkec was blocked up. 

In his tent the general had found a spy, come to report, 
that all the confederate chiefs, 'with four thousand fighting 
men, had gone into Trukkee by the northern entrance 
two days before, having quitted their camp at Partur for 
that purj)ose, and there were no other entrances save those 
now watclied by the cavalry. This advice, agreeing witJi 
what had just occurred, was confirmed by tlie ambassadors 
from the IMurrees, and Sir C. Napier, seeing ho liad 
the game at last in his hands, instantly detached the 
camel corps and the volunteers of the 13th regiment, 
also mounted on camels, to reinforce Beatson at Shore; 
carrying orders for that officer and Ali Moorad to move — 

Beatson by the (joqjroo defiles, Ali by a route leading 
'svTstward of that pass on to the Murrow plain, whence 2. 

they were to tra(*k the liillmen, and seize tlic nortliern 
entrance to Trukkee. 

This reinforcement uas sent to enable Beatson to act 
alone, for Ali was habitually neglectful of orders, and his 
cam]) was full of traitors ; but he Avas not perfidious, and 
his services were thus described. " lie was faithful and 
useful, but too vainglorious, and his people were so many 
spies for the enemy. I had some trouble to keep them 
clear of us and carry on the oxierations independently, yet 
apparently in unison.^^ Ali did not noAV obey promptly, 
but finally he and Beatson blocked the northern entrance 
on the morning of the 5th, and thus the renowned fortress 
of Trukkee, hitherto hidden as it were by enchant me nt 
from tlie searcli of the British leader, Avas suddenly found, 
and as suddenly scaled up; and all the robber tribes, a fiiAv 
roving bands infesting the communications of the army 
excepted, Avere im|)risoncd like the Afrei'ts of their eastern 
tales under the sigiu^t of Soliman. Tt Avas a masterly 
stroke of gcmeralship, an astonishing physical elfort and a 
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1845. vigorous operations which had preceded and enforced 

such a termination. The chiefs were amazed. They had 
imagined that Trukkec itself, involved and blended with 
the other rocks of that desolate and savage region, would 
remain a mystery, baffling the search of their antagonist ; 
and that from its wild intricacies they could emerge from 
time to time on their murderous excursions, until the 
invading army, dwindling under stsu’vation and a partisan 
w^arfarc, could no longer keep tlic field. With these liopes, 
like hawks as they called themselves, tliey had gathered 
on their rocks, ruffling tlieir wings and peering for their 
quarry, but the fowler^s net was thrown, and like hawks 
they were taken to be reclaimed. 

Tims shut up, the robbers w ere without the means of 
lengthened existence. Their herds Avere reduced in 
numbers, their stores of grain, no longer to be replenished, 
Avcrc scanty, and famine awaited them, to vindicate Sir 
C. Napier^s prescient scheme of operations against the loud 
idiot cry raised in derision of the expedition. Nor was 
the execution unworthy of the conception. The marches 
App.XIX. liad been efforts of no ordinary kind. Heatson and Ali 
Moorad had threaded terrible defiles, had moved idong 
tracks covered with huge rocks and loose sharp stones, 
for nearly sixty miles almost without a halt, and on half- 
rations ; the men therefore arrived nearly naked and 
barefooted, and the animals unshod : a horse-shoe was sold 
for thirty shillings, and their progress was truly described 
by the general as clindnng not marching! This also had 
been the character of all the movements, without a 
murmur being heard. 

While aAvaiting news of the arrival of Beatson and the 
ameer, the infantry had encamped opi)osito the southern 
entrance, and the cavalry were moved furthcT to the Avest for 
the watching of another entrance Avhich was noAv heard of. 
Then the general after examining Avith great labour and 
fatigue all the approaches, scahid a high rock from Avhence 
he looked into the interior of Trukkec and formed a plan of 
attack — to be executed hoAvcA^cr only in the last extremity, 











ADMINISTRATION OF SCINDE. 


229 


for the place was indeed worthy of its reputjition. Resem- 
bling an extinct crater, it was twelve miles long, by five or 
six broad, and nature had most curiously contrived it alike 
for secrecy and strength. For strength, because exter- 
nally it presented a belt of rocks many hundred feet high 
and nearly impracticable of ascent on the south side ; and 
though it was less austere on the north, the inside there 
was precipitous while on the southern side it was compara- 
tively easy of descent. Thus the whole circuit was equally 
impervious to assault; and the interior was a vast collec- 
tion of rocky hillocks with chasms of different depths, yet 
all precipitous. 

For secrecy, because on the south was a second wall, or 
screen of perpendicular rocks some hundred feet high, form- 
ing with the actual belt of Tmkkcc a restricted valley, or 
rather lane, which was to be entered by narrow fissures before 
the passes into the crater could be approached ; and all the 
country for miles around, beyond that, screen, and adjoin- 
ing the true wall, was a chaos of huge loose stones which 
it was hardly possible to cross. The entrances to this 
liidden fjvstness, which seemed like some ruined colossal 
amphitheatre, were mere cracks in a wall of rock, so 
suddenly opened that the upper parts seemed still to touch 
and refused to let in the light. There was abundance of 
water inside ; and just outside the fissure by which the 
robbers retired after their attack on the convoy, there was 
a copious hot spring, wholesome to drink yet forbidden to 
the troops by matchlock-men, perched on landing-places 
in the side of the precipitous crags. 

It was impossible to discover exactly Avhat stores of 
grain and cattle the tribes had introduced, or had pre- 
viously laid up ; and as there might be more entrances 
and many of their warriors must still be abroad, the length 
of their resistance to a blockade could not be calculated. 
AVhcreforc at first the cavalry were merely spread to the 
west until they were collected with the horsemen at 
Tomb, and the latter, patrolling round the western point 
of Trukkee, communicated with JBeatson and the ameer ; 
but when aU the entrances were thus ascertained and 
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secured^ and the investment completed, the general pro- 
ceeded to arrange a plan for forcing a way in and fighting 
the human hornets in the midst of their stony cells ; 
a terrible prosp(‘ct of slaughter on hotli sides and uncer- 
tain of success, for the interior was as formidable as the 
exterior. This had been ascertained at tlic northern 
entrance, 'where the exterior belt of rocks being more 
accessible than the southern, Ava^ scaled and some progress 
made in the defile itself; but the interior precipices Avere 
then found impracticable, and from the heights thus 
attaiiKKl, the hillmcn Avere seen moAung from one place 
to another, Avith such labour and difficulty as plainly 
showed Avhat the ground Avas; for they had to draAv up 
and let doAvn tlicir camels and cattle by ropes, and in 
placcis even to swing them across gloomy chasms, offering 
defensive i)Ositions at CA^cry hundred yards, and of 
infinite intricacy, spreading like a iictAvork over sixty 
square miles ! 

The scheme of attack, though not finally executed, Avas 
planned with such subtilty and caution, and Avas yet so 
daring, that being aftcrAvards laid before the duke of 
Wellington it drew" from him strong exjnessions of appro- 
bation. It Avas as folloAVs. The lane betAveen the southern 
screen and exterior l)clt of Trukkec Avas oidy three hundred 
yards Avide, but nearly forty miles in length, extending 
from beyond the Tomb on the Avest to the castAvard of 
Deyrah. Jlcing Avidest opposite the main entrance to 
Trukkee, it Avas proposed to establish there all the field- 
batteries and mortars, to fire directly at short range uijoii 
the entraTice, and to throAV shells on to the ledges, Avhcrc 
the enemy^s men Avcrc perched Avith levers to cast down 
rocks Avhen the assailants should enter the fissure. These 
projectiles, it Avas hoped, Avould not only dislodge the lever- 
men, but also bring aAvay masses of the rock ; Avhich in 
conjunction Avith those shells that rolled off the ledges 
and exploded bcloAv, would lu^p to clear the defile of its 
defenders. Tlic infantry meanwhile, formed on the left of 
the batteries, Avcrc to open a brisk sustained musketry 
against the matchlock-men lining the crest of the rocks 
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on tlic robbers^ right of the entrance; but no ])erson 
Avas to go or be seen on the enciny^s left of the defile. 

A detachment, ostentatiously moving Avestward, was 
to offer a false attach, tlie commander having a discretion 
to turn it into a real one if he could find any practicable 
ascent. But during these demonstrations, a selected ])ody 
of men under the command of Fitzgerald, Avere to lie in 
ambush near the rocky heights on the enemy^s left of the 
defde, with orders to scramble up in a diniction previously 
examined, and — correctly as it aftcrAvards j)roAxd — ^judged 
accessible to active and resolute men. For this dangerous 
service tlie Avliole of the Company's 2nd European regi- 
ment volunteered, and three hundred had been accejited ; 
but to them Averc added a hundred volunteers from tlie 
Glth native regiment, to Avhom the general Avished to gi\e 
an opportunity of regaining their colours, Inmng found 
them on trial very gallant soldiers. These volunteers 
Avere sworn to silence even under aa'ouiuIs, and Avitli the 
strong and daring Fitzgerald at their head, Avould have 
encountered anytliing. The ascent aa^ouIcI have taken 
about two hours, and very subtle arrangements Avere made 
to prevent the enemy from either seeing the troops or 
hearing the noise of the loose rocks rolled down by 
them as they scrambled upwards. 

Previous to the time being fixed for this attack. Sir 
C, Napier and General Simpson, and their stall-officers 
had anxiously AA atched the hill for scati’uI nights in succes- 
sion. At first they saw a large fire burning through the 
night, and many hillmen about it ; but the third night it 
Avas alloAved to go out about ten o'clock ; indicating that 
the undisciplined warriors had become tired of sending up 
pickets to such a height, Avhere the cold Avas at this time 
very severe for eastern constitutions. At last the fire Avas 
iiot seen at all, it Avas evident the hill Avas no longer 
guarded in force, and then the attack Avas fixed to take 
place with the folloAving accessories. All the gi’eat guns 
and musketry Avere to open at once, in the expectation of 
filling the narroAV valley with smoke, and causing such 
an uproar by the reverberation of sound from the perpen- 
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CHAP. X. dicular rocks, that the robbers^ attention would be entirely 
1845. drawn to the eiitrance-fissure being thus menaced, and 
they would also be prevented from seeing Fitzgerald^s 
storming party or hearing the noise of stones rolled down 
in its ascent. Ilis attack would be too far off to be disclosed 
by the transient flashes from the guns, but, if discovered, 
his men were to rush on and endeavour to obtain a footing 
above — if undiscovered, they were, on reaching the summit, 
to light a fire as a signal and then attack whatever was 
before them. 

Tlic entrance-fissure was meanwhile to be stormed 
or not, as circumstances dictated, that is, if Fitzgendd 
made his footing gofid above, the whole of the infantry 
were to file up after him ; but if lie was beaten, the en- 
ti ance was to be stormed before the disaster could become 
known along the cnemy^s line. This desperate sanguinary 
operation it was desirable to (ivoid if possible; yet the 
men were so confident and eager, that the ggneral, always 
mindfid of moral force, designed to give no positive order 
for the storm, but merely keeping a reserve in hand, to 
j)ushthe troops by degrees towards the entrance; trusting 
to their natural fierceness and bravery, excited by the 
astounding noise and smoke, for plunging them voluntarily 
into the defile with such vehemence that nothing could 
stand before them. And what his troops were capable 
of attempting had been already evinced at the northern 
entrance, where Bcatson and the ameer were to second the 
main attack by a sinudtaneous assault. 

Those commanders had, as before related, entered a short 
way into the defile, but from some error, a sergeant and 
sixteen privates of the 13th volunteers got on the wrong 
side of what appeared a small chasm and went against a 
height crowned by tlic enemy, where the chasm suddenly 
deepened so as to be impassable. The company from 
which the sergeant had separated was on the other side, and 
his officer, seeing how strong the hillmen were on the rock, 
made signs to retire, which the sergeant mistook for ges- 
tures to attack, and with inexpressible intrepidity scaled the 
precipitous height. The robbers waited concealed behind 
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a breastwork on a lauclitig-placc until eleven of the pjirty CHAP. X. 

came np, and then, being seventy in number, closed on 1845. 

them. All the eleven had medals, some had three, and Appendix XI. 

in that dire moment proved that their courage at Jcllala- 

bad had not been exaggerated by fame. Six of them fell 

stark, and the others being wounded, were shoved back 

over the edge and rolled down the almost perpendicular 

side of the hill ; but this did not ha])pcii until seventeen 

of the robbers and their commander were laid dead 

above. 

There is a custom with the hillmen, that wlien a great 
champion dies in battle, his comrades, after stripping his 
body, tic a red or green thread roimd his right or left wrist 
according to the greatness of his exploit — the red being 
most honourable. Here those brave warriors stripped the 
British dead, and cast the bodies over; but with this 
testimony of their own chivalric sense of honour and the 
greatness of the faUen soldiers’ courage — each body had a 
red thread on both wrists! They had done the same 
before to the heroic Clark whose personal prowess and 
intrepidity had been remarkable. Thus fell Sale’s veterans, 
and he, as i& ashamed of having yielded them prece- 
dence on the road to death, soon took his glorious place 
beside them in the grave. Honoured be his and their 
names I 

Although Sir C. Napier was resolute to storm Trukkec 
in the manner described, if no other resource remained, he 
loved his soldiers too well to risk such slaughter until 
every minor influence had been tried on their brave bul 
ferocious enemies ; and much he trusted that want of food, 
and the doapondcncy whic h the failur e of fill Beja’s well- 
devised operations and negotiations must have produced, 
would bring them to terms. Yet beyond a certain time 
he could not persevere in the blockade ; he had to bring 
up water as well as provisions to those barren regions ; 
and the troops, thirsty and hungry, were almost naked and 
quite barefooted ; for long marches over sharp loose stonc^ 
and through low bushes, had torn tlicir clothes and en- 
tirely destroyed their shoes ; short of those terrible visita- 
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CHAP. X. tions wliicli Imvc swept away whole armies from existence 
1845. at once, they were sufleriuj^ as much as soldiers ever did. 

Yet not a murmur was hearil, their gcncraVs skill was 
apparent, and they were content to die by fatij^ie, by 
starvation, or by steel as he commanded. ^^When 1 see 
that old man incessantly on his horse, how can I who am 
youn^ and stronj^; be idle? By (lod I would go to a 
cannon’s mouth if he ordered mc,^’ was the high-soulcd 
expression of a youthful oflicer in this campaign. 

(i allant ollicers, generous hardy soldiers, they were, and 
now their day of power was come, with this consolation 
for past national misha])s, that from their tent doors they 
coidd see the very places where former expeditions had 
failed, and could even mark the wild erags where the 
skeletons of Clark and his brave comradcis seemed to wait 
in grim expectation of this avenging hour. And sternly 
they would have been avenged had the hillmcn awaited 
the assault, for the murder of the camp-followci’s iti tlic 
previous operations had rendered the soldiers gloomily 
resobed to give no cpiarter; y(‘t such is the intluenee of a 
great leaden*, that while they swore to be as merciless to 
men as the robbers had been to them, they^vere avowedly 
lixed to save women and children, even from the knives of 
their OAvn remorseless kindred. 

Happily all slaughter was avoided. It was on the 
2Hth of February that Trukkec had been discovered, 
and on the Ith of March ihga Khan Doornkee — Islam 
Khan Bhoogtee— Dcyrah Khan J aekrance— Housscin Khan 
Mundooance, and two smaller chiefs of dependent tribes, 
having with them Beja^s brother iMundoo, who appeared 
the inastcr-sj)irit although till then u nk nown, e ntered the 
^English general’s tent under truce, but with the Khoran on 
their heads and sid^missive accents on their lips, at the very 
moment he was giving orders to storm their rocky hold, 
^all and strong men they were, and of warlike aspects 
^nld proportions, bigger men could scarcely be .found, with 
cxcci)tion of Hcyrah, who Avas of moderate size and gentle 
, look, and much beloved by his tribe for his honour and 
• mildness. Yet this chief, not undeservedly respected. 
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according to tlicir notions, was prone to murder and 
spoliation, being only more ready when passion subsided to 
make reparation. Beja, aged, but of Herculean dimensions, 
had a pre-eminently imposing appearance, answerable to 
his reputation as the most powerful and daring robber 
of the hills: but his spirit, though fierce, was scarcely 
answerable to his appearance and reputation. 

They demanded terms. Submission, emigration, and a 
quiet settlement on the plains, far from your wild crags. 
We wish for time to consult our tribes. Take it. 

Next day came Muiidoo to demand modifications. The 
general was inflexible. The n Dc^^^rah Jackran ec — Toork 
Ali — D en ana M undooee — S uleyman llandancc a nd Jumal 
Khan Doomkee, brother of Beja, came with most of their 
followers and laid down their sAvords in submission — the 
first and second induced thereto, as they said, by the 
honourable treatment of their women at Ooeh. These 
men were protected from plunder, and retaining all their 
property moi’^ed with the army as a caravsin. The others 
held aloof. Beja they said, had been so perfidiously treated 
by (kiptain Postans the political agent that they could 
not trust J^higlish honour; and when told by Ceneral 
Simpson — ^who Avas sent into Trukkee as a hostage for 
Beja — that Sir C. Napier’s faith Avas undoubted, they 
pointed to their ancles and wrists and cried out, Postans ! 
Postans ! Thus forced to rcncAvcd action the general 
ordered a column of three hundred infantry to open the 
communication with Ali Moorad Jind Bcatson, by the 
Avestern end of Trukkee; and at the same time, as the 
submission of so many chiefs had put him in possession of 
the southern entrances, he sent a number of smaller 
columns through them Avith orders to scour all the in- 
terior of the fastness and pursue Avith fire and sword 
AvhatcAxr they came across, ahvays sparing Avomen and 
children. This Avas on the 7th, and soon two more of 
Beja’s brothers and their families Avere captured Avithout 
opposition, and consequently without bloodshed; but Beja 
himself was noAvhere to be found, AAdiercupon the scouring 
columns, the camel corps, and the cavalry and even the 
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head-quarters escort of Moguls, were launched in pursuit, 
with orders to bring him in dead or alive. 

Thus hunted, the recalcitrant chief, his brother Mun- 
doo, a nephew, liis son Wuzeer and a minor Bhoogtec 
chief, with all the followers still adhering to them, sur- 
rendered on the 9th. As a punishment tlie soldiers were 
allowed to plunder their goods, and they did plunder the 
men ; but true to their honoui’able compact, molested no 
w^oman or child eitlier in person or property; where a 
woinan^s dress was seen, or a chikVs voice heard, all w.as 
safe. Islam Khan escaped with his Bhoogtccs, but his 
^father-in-law, the Keytrian, whose tribe was one of eulti- 
vators not r obbers^ vvould not receive his foll ower s. Driven 
to desjieration by hunger he then plundered the Mazarees, 
but they retook the booty and killed a hundred and twenty 
of his men. With the remainder he fell on the Murrees 
who killed a hundred more, and the poor remnant became 
miserable wanderers — for with those tribes there w^as no 
charity. Thus the war oidcd after fifty-four days of 
incessant exertiofls. 

*‘I liave had great anxiety during this dilRcult cam- 
paign was the observation of the successful leader. I 
know not if I shall get credit for it ; but I think I have 
done Avell. However the xilay is over.^^ 

No credit did he get from any person save Sir II. Ilar- 
dinge, wlio behaved as a brother soldier and a public man 
should ])ehave ; but no thanks came from power in Eng- 
land, and strenuous efforts were made and successfully to 
prevent tliis great cam^mign becoming known in all its 
worth to his countrymen. The skill of the general, the 
devotion, the hardihood of the officers and men, the heroic 
deaths of the veterans on the rock were all withheld from 
public approbation : and the persons who sought to stifle 
the fame of such actions were those who should have been 
foremost to proclaim and reward them. History however 
cannot be stifled, though from natural baseness its post- 
humous vengeance may be disregarded. None of his staff 
received any xiromotion. Lord Rix>on long withheld his 
despatch from the public, and when asked why he did so ? 
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answered He Imd forgotten it ! A day, an hour of tlic 
dangers and fatigues of that campaign would have ren- 
dered his memory less treacherous, his luxurious existence 
more noble ; it would have furnished at Icjist one passage 
in his public life unmarked by public derision or pul)lic 
indignation. _ 

i^*l)uring the operations to reduce Tleia, t he Murrcc 
vakeels had remained in camp, and in fear, because the 
conduct of the tribe had been so suspicious that the 
English general, as before noticed, had me nace d them. 
And he could now easily reach themT because the sur- 
rendcr of llcja left him free action, and there was a 
cannon-road within his power, which, turning the defiles 
o? Sartoof and Nufoosk, led upon their town of Kahiiii. 
It was that danger which had brought the vakeels to 
camp, and meanwhile the tribes removed their families 
jgnd herds forty miles northwards. The general however, 
finding them so submissive, renewed the alliance, and 
][^ered them the Bhoogtee fort of Deyrah, with the 
fertile plain around it; but they refused, influenced by 
the fear of after-feuds if the British should give up 
Sciiulc. — An event which the Bombay fixetion continually 
assured them was inevitable. 

Sliort as this campaign had been, the greatness of the 
^tcrprisc considered, it would have been terminated much 
’sooner, if the fear of a collision with the Seikhs had not 
pi’ecludcd the execution of the first design, namely, passing 
tfh rough the Rhojjiu Mazaree’s country and invading the 
jjills from the east and west at the same time : the con- 
federates would thus have been early debarred retreat to 
the defiles of Goojroo, and have been thrown at once into 
Trukkee. Nor could they have so long baffled the actual 
IJpcrations, if Ali Moorad had been true to time when 
Tlcja abandoned the Lullcc and Jummuck passes to make 
ttbr Gondooee; for wily and clever as the hillmcn were 
in their warfare, the superiority of the Englishman's 
generalship over barbarian art was pre-eminent — illus- 
rtrating a passage in Plutarch's life of Philopocmen, where 
^e^ays that great man " adopting the Cretan customs and 
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using their artifices and steights, their stratagems and am^ 
bushes against themselves, soon showed that their devices 
were like the short-sighted schemes of children when com- 
pared, with the tong reach of an experienced general. 

With less than five thousand men Sir C. Napier had 
crossed a desert of more than eighty m ilcSj h ad surprised 
the enemy^s first line of forts and Avaterin^-places, nadi 
seized their stron»;cst passes without a strohe, had balilcd 
all their counter schemes, and in fifty-four days subdued 
tribes having four times his number of fighting men, 
without giving them even an opportunity of delivering 
battle in an advantageous post. He had starved them 
where they thought to starve him ; and by fine combina- 
tions and unexampled rapidity overreached them in their 
own peculiar warfare, in a country more than a hundred 
and forty miles long, from eighty to one hundred and 
twenty broad, and of such desolate strength and intricjicjj 
jis can scarcely be ecpialled in the world — chasing them 
amidst crags and defiles, where a single error would ha>jg^ 
caused the total destruction of his army merely by the 
casting of stones down on the columns. All otluT in- 
vaders had ever met with destruction amongst those wild 
rocks and tcrri])lo passes, whose impregnable nature had 
become proverbial throughout Central Asia; and hence, 
the sudden conquest of u arriors, honoured as uneonqum’- 
able by all surrounding nations, spread wonder and awe. 
The conqueror was by his own llengal sepoys called a 
Deota or s])irit ; and tribes hitherto dreading and obeying! 
the Cutchee hillmcn as demons, now earnestly desired to bc^ 
accepted as subjects of Scindc j while the wildest Scindian 
tribes became moi’c contentedly submissive to a govern- 
ment thus proved to be equally poAverful and protective. 

These results Avere not easily obtained. War in thes^ 
deserts, said the successful leader, is very embarrassing. 
To get up supplies is difficult; to move is difficult ; to find', 
a road is difficult ; in fine it is a chain of diflicultics such 
as I believe no other country presents — rocks, mountains, 
wastes ! — all barren, Avild, and full of frightful defiles, cven^ 
step through Avhich AA^as over sharp stones, that lamed fialf 
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our animals — horses bullocks asses camels — all were erip- 
pled, and the soldiers went barefoot. It was very severe 
work for man and beast. Napoleon said that war in 
deserts was of all wars the most difficult, and my experi- 
ence leads me to the same conclusion.^^ 

Nor was the eourage of the hillmcn unsuited to their 
rugged country. In the hand-to-hand fight, where the 
volunteers of the 13th fell so heroically, one of the robbers 
being ])icrced with a bayonet, tore the musket from the 
soldiei*^s hands, drew tlie bayonet from his own body, 
repaid the stroke with a des])erate Avound and fell dead ! 
Ill another action tw enty-fivc robbers, meeting w ith twenty 
of the Moguls in the desert at dusk, instant ly attacked ; the 
horsemen had the advantage and oflered (juarter after a 
sharp fight, but the gallant barbarians refused it, and died 
side by side, fighting to the last ! 

To have warred downi such men in their owm desolate 
hills, Avithoiit a single reverse, by the mere force of genius 
and hardiliood was a noble exploit ; and factiously to hide its 
lusti’c from public admiration Avas essentially base find 
uu-lhiglish ! For if the surmounting extraordinary diffi- 
culties l)y a uuion of extreme caution Avith extreme dfiring 
and firmness be looked to, rather than the number of troops 
enijiloycd, as the ti'st of generalship, there arc few re- 
corded exploits in Avar more remarkable than this cfim- 
paign. And perhaps nothing in it w’^as more remarkable 
than the resolution Avith Avhich it Avas undcrtfdvcn, and 
persevered in despite of the universal cry of derision 
raised by a faction but responded to with an incredulous 
feeling as to success in the army employed — despite also 
of the teriible loss of the 78th regiment, the arrogant 
imbecility of Lord Itipon, and the certainty of personal 
ruin if it fiiiled of success. 

Regarding the execution it is unnecessary to point out 
the siditilty Avith Avhicli the robbers, the khan of Khclat, 
and even the friendly Chandian chief wxre misled as to 
the opening of the campaign ; or hoAv Ali Moorad and his 
ill-disposed Reloochecs, Avcrc at once debarred of opportu- 
nity for mischief and forced to push a war against their 
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own race ; but when was ever a surprise effected under 
greater difficulties, with greater physical exertion, or more 
prompt and able combinations than that by which Ooch, 
Shahpoor and Poolagee fell, and the robbers were cut off 
from the western mountains ere they knew even that the 
war was begun ? Can the skill be denied, with which the 
terrible passes of Lullce and Jummuck were rendered 
nullities for the confederates, by the vigorous march of 
Simpson^s column, combined with that of the head- 
quarters? Was it ordinary resolution under adverse 
circumstances that maintained the camp between those 
passes, until the surprising expedition of the camel corps, 
relieving the distress for provisions, facilitated the third 
great movement of the campaign, namely the taking of 
new positions at Scbrcc and Doosh Kooshta, and from 
thence attempting a second surprise at Shore, which only 
failed from an accident that no human foresight could have 
prevented. And was he a common general who with 
one stroke then changed the plan of operations, extricated 
his army from the embarrassment caused by that failure, 
and at the same time placed his enemy in difficulties from 
which he could never escape ? 

Let the intricacy and military accuracy of the combina- 
tions there made, be examined. The confederates had been 
by the previous operations forced into a corner of • their 
hills ; but they had escaped the surprise designed, and had 
taken refuge behind a defile tlirougli which it was impos- 
sible to penetrate ; it was equally impossible to remain in 
observation because the troops were nearly starving and 
the magazines distant. Meanwhile the confederates could 
break out by defiles in their own rear, to regain the country 
they had been before driven from and renew the war; 
thus rendering all the previous able operations null. To 
have turned such difficulties to the entire disadvantage of 
the enemy, to resign the offensive for a moment, and by 
seemingly retrograde marches, illustrating the saying, 

" draw back to make the better leap,” force the confede- 
rates to receive battle in a bad position, or abandon their 
impregnable one altogether and take the offensive on a bad 
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liiH3 which could only lead to their ruin, was surely the 
mark of a pjrcat general. 

Ali Moorad, Hunter, and the commandcr-in-chicf seemed 
to be retreating when marching on Lotcc, Jummuck and 
Ueyrali ; but no part of the country previously gained was 
thereby relinquished. Bcatson still blocked tlie southern 
end of the Goojroo defile, living on the grain captured 
from the enemy, while tlie rest of the army got nearer to 
the magazines. Thus the supplies w^cre assured, and the 
iiead-quarter column, without losing its connection with 
TIuntcr’s detachment for more than two days, was placed 
wlicre it could by a new road turn the terrible Goojroo 
defile, and assail the confederate chiefs at its northern end, 
while Bcatson and Ali Moorad still blocked the southern 
cud. If the hillmcn had waited for that attack, the war 
would have been brought to the decision of a battle on 
ground favourable to the British ; and tlicre was no escape 
from defeat by the confederates, because the neutral terri- 
tory of Mooltan was behind them and on their left flank ; 
and if they had come down the defile it has been shown 
they would have got between two fires. It was then they 
felt all their o])ponent^s generalship and took refuge in 
Trukkec, where he shut them up with potential skill. 
Surprisingly rapid also were; his movements, for though 
his fighting men were few, his was an Indian army and 
the wliolc mass was heavy. Not Icjss than twenty thou- 
sand persons and their innumerable animals were to be 
provided for, and handled amidst those barren rocks. 
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CHAPTER XL 


Durincs the campiii^n Sir C. Napier liad not nef^lectcd 
tlie Scindian administration. This negotiation witli the 
cliicfs in Trukkce/^ he writes in his journal, "has only 
kept me from the business of civil government for a few 
days, and already the pile of trials is two feet high on my 
table ; I dare say not less than thirty are there, several 
from fifty to ninety sheets of foolscap — and life or death 
depend on some Yet with all this unceasing mental 
labour he had found time and thought early in the opera- 
tions, to give an elaborate opinion for the government upon 
the reformation of the Indian Articles of War; and while 
propounding terms of capitulation to the robber chiefs, he 
was treating with the jam of Bcila for the purchase of 
some choice fruit-trees to plant in the public garden at 
Kurrachee. Attentive also to the claims of science lie 
had placed carriage at the disposal of Captain Vickery — a 
qualified person of the Company's service — for the collec- 
tion of geological and mincralogical specimens, which were 
transmitted with a memoir to the London Society and 
acknowledged as valuable contributions. Tic would have 
extended these researches if the army had remained in the 
hills ; but to avoid that public expense, the moment Bcja 
was captured, the fort of Dcyrah was destroyed, Oolagee 
and Poolagcc were restored to their former owners the 
Keyharees, Llicree was given to Bclooch Khan^ and the 
army was put in motion for Sciiidc. The general then re- 
paired with an escort to Shahpoor to meet the khan of 
Khelat, whose leave he designed, to obtain for putting a 
garrison in that place to watch those ouftying robbers who 
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had not entered, or had escaped from Triikkec ; and uell 
content he was to have finished tlie war so soon, for 
already the heat of the desert had become nearly unendu- 
rable by Europeans. 

At Shahpoor the khan was found, for like all the sur- 
rounding powers he was so awed by this sudden reduction 
of the hitherto invincible hill tribes, as ca)*ncstly to seek 
that conference wliich he had before carefully evaded. The 
campaign had however been entirely to his profit ; Iiis re- 
bellious subjects were effaced as tribes. Ins unruly sirdars 
humbled and alarmed, and his desolated but fertile plains 
of Cutch Gundava could now be rcpeoplcd and cultivated 
in safety. He still complained of the hostility of the 
Candahar chiefs, and on that ground asked foi‘ a subsidy ; 
but the general, though anxious to give him political 
weight to press down the loose materials for commotion 
which abounded around, thought a subsidy would only 
tend to enrich his scheming sirdars, and substituted for it 
an austere warning to the Candahar men not to molest an 
ally of the British. lie also proposed to the governor- 
general that a Khclat force should be rjiiscd, offujcred and 
])aid.by England for a time, as a means of awing the 
Affghaiis and discontented nobles, and strcngthciiing the 
alliance. This suggestion was not attended to, but the 
Candahar chiefs gave an earnest assurance — for they were 
ill great fear — that they had no hostile designs, and the 
khan readily assented to the occupation of Shahpoor. 

The Englishman now adopted a singular expedient for 
protecting the frontier of Scinde against the outstanding 
robbers. Planting the captive Jackrances and a minor 
tribe of Doomkecs on fertile government land, near the 
southern edge of the Kusmorc desert, lie made Deyrah 
Khan their chief, allowing him to reject the violent spirits 
whose quietude he could not warrant; but those were 
immediately taken into pay as policemen, and removed to 
the south where they served well and willingly. The 
people under Deyrah were compelled to build houses and 
cultivate lands, being fed by the government until their 
first harvest was reaped ; then house and land were be- 
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stowed on the military tenure of opposing the incursions 
of their kindred robbers still in arms — yat with this stern 
admonition^ that if they themselves robbed any one, or 
failed to oppose tlic incursions of others, their lands would 
be taken away, the chiefs hanged, and the followers set 
to labour in chains, lleyrali Khan was selected for this 
settlement because ho had always been averse to the 
robber life, and amongst the first to surrender; under him 
therefore it was hoped, if the experiment failed to reclaim 
the fathers, that the children would have lietter customs. It 
failed with neither, only Iloussein Bhoogtee and his brother, 
fierce violent men, who had betrayed the heroic Clark and 
his comrades to death, refused work, and they were in- 
stantly put to labour on the public roads in irons, without 
a murmur from the rest. Civilization triumphed ! 

It was desigiK'd to hang Bcja Khan for the murder of 
McKenzie^s grass-cutters, but Ali Moorad prayed for his 
])ardon, and lleja’s barbarian nature and customs, joined 
to the fact that he bad been admitted to negotiation 
during a eampaign which had annihilated his power for 
mischief, gave weight to the ameer’s intercession. The 
old chieftain and his immediate followers, were therefore 
placed under Ali Moorjid’s guard as settlers eastward of 
the Indus, on the conditions given to the Jackrances. Sir 
C. Napier was also moved to clemency by hearing that 
when tlie confederates expected their last fight at Trukkeo, 
and liad left servants to kill their wives and children, they 
thus modified the bloody injunction. “ Unless you see 
the English chief in person, for as he saved the honour of 
the ameers^ women so will he do witli ours — yield to 
him ! ” Neither was Jleja^s complaint of perfidy without 
Avcight; for th ough Captain Postans afterwards made a 
long defence, said to have satisfied the governor-genera], 
he certainly had not satisfied the men who aceused him, 
as their conduct at Trukkee proved. 

Tlicse matters being arranged, the general reached 
Kurrachcc after five months of incessant marching and 
fighting, added to laborious administrative duties, the 
pressure of which he thus laconically described. Climate 
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and work liavo weakened me, but one cannot live for 
cver/^ He returned however to encounter .anew the 
enmity of the thankless oligarchs he w.as so efficiently 
serving. His .astonishing campaign, derided at first as im- 
practicable, had been during the operations assailed with 
a riciiculous fury ; the death of every camp-follower had 
been announced jis the forerunner of a direful terini- 
nating calamity, which the organs of the Bombay faction 
strove hard to produce. Their cry had always l)ccn that 
^^Sir C. Napier knew nothing of government — tlmt the 
people aldiorrcd him — that they were only kept down 
by an overwhelming army.^^ Yet licrc he bad carried 
siAvay his main force, attended by auxiliary Beloochec 
tribes, one bundred and fifty miles beyond the frontiers of 
S(;indc, and six hundred miles from Kurrachce the scat of 
government, to war down a kindred population. Public 
opinion and even the feelings of his own army had been 
.against tlic enterprise, yet he pursued it for two montbs, 
and during that time no movement of insurrection lunl 
taken place in Scindc, no conspiracy w^as formed, no 
discontent w.as shown, no murmur was heard ! 

This successful campaign cut away tlic foul hopes of 
disaster cherished by tlic Bombay calumniators; but 
then, with inexpressible effronteiy, they declared tb.at 
nothing liad been done and that a large force had been 
employed at enormous cost \vithout the slightest gain ; 
they even described Beja Khan as still ravaging the fron- 
tier .at the head of his victorious tribes, when he was 
actually in prison trembling for his life. Such were the 
factious ravings in tbc Bombay Times, 

History appears degraded wliilc recording tbc practices of 
tbese hirelings ; but it is because they were hirelings, tbc 
org.ans of j)ow cr, that they must be noticed. Buist boasted 
of the support of official men ; and persons of his stamp 
cannot be neglected in history when peace and war have 
been influenced by tbeir }>ublications. He announced at 
this time that Sir C. Napier was urging the governor- 
gencr.al to a war in tiic runjaub, and had publicly detailed 
the plan of operations ! And M.'ijor Carmichael Smith, 
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ill liis work upon the reigning family at Laliorc, expressly 
asserts that a speech — a forged one — puhlislied in tlic 
Delhi Gazette as spoken hy Sir C. Napier, was the prin- 
cipal cause of the Puiijaub Avar. For the general being 
there made to say his army would immediately iiiA^adc the 
Seikhs they resolved to be first in the field, and crossed 
the Sutlej ! This statement has been corroborated by 
another writer, Captain (hmningham, and verbally by the 
hh’cnch Colonel Mouton, Avho was a general in the Seikh 
service — wherefore the bafliing of the governor-general’s 
jicaceful policA^ and the terrible battles on the Sutlej, with 
their train of consequences involving a second war, may 
be traced directly to the flagitious forgeries of two con- 
temptible editors. The following extracts from a letter to 
the governor-general, written two months before tlu^ 
breaking out of the first Punjaid) war will show with what 
indifference even to probability these forgeries were 
promulgated. 

is very hard upon professional men, that it is 
always put down as a settled thing that they want to 
make war, tliongh history proves that is not the case. 
They make it indeed better and govern better than the 
cavil servants of the pidilic; but nothing in history proves 
that tlicy arc more, or even so desirous of war as civil 
servants arc. Nothing can make me believe that any man 
who has evc?r been in one battle can wish to be in a second 
from personal feelings, if he has those of a man or a 
Christian. If a battle must be fought we like to be side 
by side with our companions — reptiles only try to get 
away — but no man loves danger, cxce])t as producing 
honour. Woe to the riiffian who fights a battle that 
can be avoided, he is a wholesale murderer for his own 
private selfishness. Two of the most miserable days 1 over 
spent, were those after Mccancc and Hyderabad — not 
from the slightest doubt of my own conduct being right, 
but because of the loss of my companions. I venture to 
say that no man ev'cr more rigidly questioncul himself as 
to the need of risking those battles than T did, or more 
entirely felt convinced ; and subsequent events bore me 
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out, as I believed they would. No man of common sense, chap. xi. 
or knowledge of mankind, can suppose that another would 
fight with an enemy so immensely superior in numbers, 
except from necessity. 

These reflections come up on reading your letter, 
saying you had to prove to your employers, that a mili- 
tjiry man can honestly resist professional temptation, the 
indulgence of which Avithout an absolute necessity would 
l)e crimind, in which I cordially agree Avith you. But 
the proper military precautions are deemed to spring from 
a resolution for war^ though originating in a resolution 
for peace! And Avhat is more, the only Avay of main- 
taining it. Lord Ellenborough Avas forced by an insen- 
sate, 1 should rather say an unprincipled clamour got up 
by the Whigs, to leave GAvalior independent, the result 
Avill be another war probaldy. Peaceful Hume! One 
Avould think peace Avas sold by the yard and Hume had a 
monopoly of the article.^' 

" My brother thinks the Indus ought to be our frontier 
in its Avholc course now, I do not think avc arc ripe for 
that. I agree Avitli you that the Sutlej is our Avisest 
boundary just noAv. 1 would go on to the Indus Avhen 
AVC liaA'c gotten rid of our foolish system of keeping native 
princes on their thrones, loithin our territory ; until then 
it is impossible to tnist to internal safety. But Avhilc 
I am decidedly of opinion that tlie Sutlej is our proper 
boundary-line noAV, I am equally certain that to keep 
Avithin it is hnpossihfe. The revenue Avill not alloAv of 
such a line of defence in existing circumstances, and you 
will be the conqueror of the Punjaub before 1817 if you are 
alive and governor-general, Solomon Avas a wise man and 
a peaceful prince, but he had a very full treasury, and 
such credit Avith the merchants of EgAqit and Tyre that 
to make war on him would have been dangerous — his 
frontier Avas safe. Had he been governor-general Avith a 
Seikh army proAvling like a Avild beast along his frontier, 
and requiring thirty thousand men to Avatch it, he must 
speedily have made Avar, or postponed the building of his 
temple 
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(MIA P. XI. Sucli were the sentiments of the man represented as 
thirsting for war ; bnt he, unshaken in his course of right, 
was only seeking the prosperity of Scindc, and expressing 
his contempt for tlie factious folly, and the folly exclusive 
of faction, wdiich tainted the minds of men in pow er, who 
could not, or w ould not, form any just or even sane idea 
of the resources of the country, or of the measures re- 
(piircd to work them beneficially, lleeaiise the land had 
not sprung up into a garden by magic — because the Indus 
was not at once covered with merchant-boats jostling for 
want of room in the jiursuit of enormous profits — bcicause 
all the wild Jleloochees, and all the degraded Scindees, had 
not suddenly changed their nakedness and ignorance of 
everything but robbery and oppression, for a scientific 
knowledge of the carth^s products and a persevering en- 
lightened industry in the manufacture of them, Scindc 
was called a desert and thought to be irreclaimable ! 

How he exclaimed ^^can rational beings, if such per- 
sons can be called rational, expect miracles ? Jlccause w e 
have succeeded in keeping the heterogeneous population in 
peace and traiuiuillity, these men exp(?ct a high state of 
civilization to spring up on the instant With a master 
mind however he laboured to realize their first dreamy 
expectations. 

rrominent amongst the moral obstacles wjirc the w ilu 
ferocity of the Beloochces, the Mahometan religion, and 
the w^ant of a language to communicate with the multi- 
tude, for there were many dialects, but neither Persian 
nor Ilindostancc was known. lie meddled not with 
man^s faith or religious rites, save where the Hindoo 
WMUild burn women, and hence the IMahometans had no 
fear of conversion ; but they dreaded contamination, and 
would not mix w ith unbelievers ; he could not therefore 
conciliate them by the gentleness and honours of society 
as he wished to do. Yet one faith he proclaimed, one 
social comfort he administered, one language, by him 
accentuated with peculiar force and clearness, he used, 
and the inullitude understood him. They reipiired no 
priest to expound his general beneficence, his protection 
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of life Jind property, liis prompt iinsulultcratcd justice. 
TIjo rich needed no interj)reter to expljiin tlie generosity 
which assured to them their possessions and dignities. 
Hie poor were content, tliat without speaking their 
dialects lie should break down tlic ameers^ cruel system 
of government farming, in all its branches, whether of 
taxes or rent. 

At this time he gave to every person, natives or immi- 
grants, who would cultivate land, leases for fourteen or 
twenty-one years with exemption from rent or taxes for 
the two first, the holders being responsible only to the 
government collectors without the intervention of z(Mnin- 
dars or kardars. This was his approiniatioii of the land 
retained wdien the jaghcers were regranted, and of the 
greater ])art of the ameers’ accursed shikargahs : and to 
give the stimulus to industry more cifcct he made small 
government loans to the poorest to enable them to start 
in the course of cultivation. Infinite pains also he bc- 
stow^ed on the general irrigation, observing that health, 
revenue, food and civilization depended upon controlling 
the waters. 

II is minor mcjisurcs for improving tlie public condi- 
tion and awakening men to advantages before unknown, 
or uidieedcd, wxrc many and judicious. He formed a 
breeding establishment at Larkaana with the female 
camels taken from the hill tribes; he endeavoured to 
set up windmills at Kurrachce, and with the profits of the 
government garden, which now supplied several thousand 
persons with vegetables, he stimulated industry in various 
branches; the mills indeed failed; for being made at 
Bombay under the superintendence of Dr. Buist who as 
secretary of the agricultural society there was charged 
with their construction, they wxre very costly, and so 
defective they could never be set up. 

Through the collector of customs Mr. McTjCod, and 
Major Blcnkyns, a sheep and grass farm was established 
for Avhich merinos were obtained, and it soon produced 
Guinea grass and luccj’iic in such abundance, .as to give 
promise of entirely providing forage, which had hitherto 
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been obtained for the anny from Cutcli at enormous cost. 
Throuj^li Mr. Curlin^% avIio had been long in Egypt, tutor 
to one of the pacha^s sons, he also sent for line West 
India sugar-cane plants, and they arrived in a thriving 
condition at Eombay; but official people detained them 
there until they died, for any improvement of Scinde was 
to them as wormwood. However, cereal agriculture was 
in Sir C. Napier’s judgment the only sure foundation on 
which to rest Scindian prosperity, and there was no real 
knowledge of it possessed by the pcoidc, even the most 
industrious; yet the Bcloochee and Scindcc were alike so 
eager to acquire knowledge of any kind, that he saw their 
civilization would be certain if means of teaching were 
provided, the regimental schools were besieged by them 
praying to have their children instructed. To satisfy this 
craving for knowledge he proposed to Lord llipon the in- 
st-itution of agricultural schools on a plan first established 
by Ca])tain John Eitt Kennedy, at Loch- Ash in Ireland. 
It had been entirely successful there, and was afterwards 
pressed by that gentleman upon the Irish government. 
And it is no hyperbole to say, that had his plan been suj)- 
ported against the intrigues of jirctcndcd patriots, the 
famine and misery whicli has desolated that unhappy 
country Avould have been very much abated if not entirely 
averted. That great and useful project was stifled to 
satisfy corrupt influence in Ireland, and in like manner 
this ])roposition for Scindc was set aside : it did n6t con- 
duce to factious interests ! 

While the regeneration of the poorer classes was thus 
urged forward, tJic just claims of the high-born ])eople of 
the land were not OATrlookcd. Though a conquered race, 
Sir C. Na[)icr regarded them only as English subjects, 
and resolved to open for all places of trust and dignity 
witliout objection to colour or religion, demanding only 
quj^lification. Mohamed Tora, one of the greatest sirdars 
who fought at Mccancc, was made a magistrate, at his 
own request, the appointment being thus justified. The 
nobles of Scindc must have the road of ambition opened to 
them, or they will not have their rights in the honourable 
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sense of my proeljimatioii — that is, if tlicy qualify tlicni- 
solvcs for the offices (lemaiidetl. But in questions of 
general interest like this, even qualification should not be 
required before enjoyment — wc must give first, we can 
turn out afterwards for incapacity. The class-right will 
be tlius aeknow lodged while the man is removed ; and if 
one Beloochee gentleman becomes a magistrate many w ill 
(jualify themselves. 1 w'ant to go beyond this, if the 
Indian syatem will allow me; but that system, a rotten 
fabric of expedients for the supporting of robbery, is 
equally destitute of humanity and knowledge of human 
nature, and Avill I suppose certainly debar the Scindian 
gentlemen of the rights possessed by Englishmen. I will 
however give tlicni all 1 caji. The Beloochee gentleman 
may likely enough abuse his powder for ten yoars tojQoiuc; 
but we who have conquered the country can surely keep 
half a dozen of such ])Ci’sons in order ; and the jjrcaj^jnen 
of the land must have a door open for their ambition, their 
virtues and their industry, or they will become rebellious 
or vile : 1 know not which is worst, but the government 
which produces either is a detestable tyranny 

In virtue of powers granted by Lord Ellcnborough, 
8ir C. Napier now^ ilcgotiatcd wdth Ali Moorad a treaty, 
Avhich that prince ardently desired, though he objected to 
one article, which gave a right to all persons to settle in 
either state, and provided that none who fled from one to 
the other should be given up, save for treason or murder, 
when the proof of guilt w^as to be satisfactory to the pro- 
tecting state. Against these provisions the ameer cla- 
moured — ^^They would ruin him, his people would all 
depart, his country be rendered desolate Truly liave 
you spoken ameer if your design is to be a tyrant.” This 
silenced Moorad, yijt his fears were not unfounded. Not 
only his subjects, but the cultivators of Khelat and those of 
C^andahar, and traders from all the surrounding nations, 
even from the north-west provinces of British India, were 
crowding to Scinde as to an asylum against oppression. 
Kurrachee had swelled too l)ig for its w alls, and new^ streets 
w ere rapidly springing up beyond the gates. Many people 
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of Cutcli («iiii(luvah;td come across tlie frontier, more were 
cominfi ; ; and ( wo independent tribes of tlic Cicdrosian 
desert, tlic lledgeoa and Pimjeurees, who could bring 
eight thousand swordsmen to the field, entreated to be < 
accepted as subjects, and were strangely disconcerted 
when denied. 

Meanwhile the rejoicing for the fall of tlie robber tribes 
spread for hundreds of miles beyond the immediate ncigh- 
l)()ur]iood of their stony fastnesses, indicating the extent 
of Beja^s depredations and of his ferocity. Nor were the 
robbers themselves the last to proclaim tljcir coiupieror’s 
prowess. "The Jilrapcror Aelv])ar, tlic great Ahmet Shah, 
and other kings, liad, they said, failed at the head of armies 
to penetrate beyond Tenge — and though at times Britisli 
. detachments had got through the first passes, tliey were 
^iuvariaidy cut off hi the end; and no large force had ever 
he to^ (jcen able even to approach IVulkkee : th ey bad now 
J)( yn sub^ucA. hut ])v a man no one cou ld resist/^ The 
fame of the exploit w^as thus spread cveai to Toorkistau, 
where the traveller 'VVolfc found the wild ^varriors of 
Central Asia expectant of Sir C. Napieris coming and 
ho|)ing for the spoil of kingdoms under his leading, being 
jiill willing to join him in arms. And strange to say the 
"town of Buiiporc, on the confines of Persia, being besieged, 
actually surrendered on rcceijat of a forged letter of com- 
mand, having liis name afiixed ! But so vivid is the 
liastcrii imagination, especially in warlike matters, that 
-liad he been master of his own actions he coidd at this 
time have ovcrrim all Asia as a coiupieror, and arrived on 
the Mediterranean with lialf a million of wild liorserncii. 
Little did those fierce plundering Asiatics think, that the 
chief wliose military prowass had thus excited their admi- 
ration, was then bringing into jietivity a new", a simple and 
a beautiful principle of contention totally opposed to their 
'notions — the contention of rulers, competing for pow"cr 
and riches and grandeur indeed, yet not by war, not by 
negotiation, nor by commerce — but by a benign sway, 
attracting llic oppressed of all nations to come uiidcr his 
government. 
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Amongst the essential means to attain that nohlc olijcet, 
was the reduction of imposts, that comfort miglit soothe 
the poor maii^s industry. Yet a strange difliculty attended 
this amelioration. Tlie Bcloochccs would often prefer an 
onerous tax, if it was one of custom, to a lighter one which 
disturbed their habits ; and being men of violent im]3ulses 
there was always danger of their resenting changes 
however beneficial. Cautiously therefore were financial 
reforms introduced, for the general desired more to make 
the people understand his desire to benefit them than to 
obtain the fame of a rajiid regenerator ; holding the first 
to be the vital principle of jiermancnt legislation ; the last 
an ephemeral distinction suitable only to a reforming 
tyrant — a Mchemet Ali of Egypt. But while seeking in 
all ways to amtnid the moral condition of the people, and 
to forward their national prosperity, he considered the 
repression of Bclooch ferocity to be a holy work, and pur- 
sued it with stern resolution though he Avrithed under the 
means necessary to effect it ; for having to combine the 
lawgiver Avith the judge, and the executive office Avith both, 
there Avas no salvo for a wounded conscience if error Avere 
committed. 

I put men to death,^’ he said, for murder only, and 
generally it is for the murder of hcl[)less Avomcn or 
children : and having deeply considered the justice and 
necessity of doing so my conscience is clear as an adminis- 
trator, since no labour or pains, no care or reflection, liave 
been spared by me to arrive at a just conclusion in each 
case. I do not flinch from this painful duty, but 1 do not 
like to be a judge. I Avould rather be a jirivatc person. 
Yet being here in authority I must do Avhat should be 
done, and the criudty of those ferocious men can only be 
stopped by force. Even Dcyrah Khan Avhosc countenance 
•bespeaks his natural goodness — ^lie who for years expressed 
his abhorrence of the robbers^ habits and at once closed 
Avith my offers — even he is capable of fraud and murder. 
Bred in a bad school, the tendency of all the BcJoochccs is 
to starve from idleness and rob and murder from habit — 
but that habit I Avill break.” 


niAP. XI. 

IS 15. 
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CIJAP. XI. A few montlis after this was Avritteii, Dcyrah beat one 
1845. of his followers to death, and though he was from some 
aceidental cause only seiitenccd for maiislanghtcr by the 
military commission, the trial gave infinite disgust to the 
llcloochces. — “ Who ever before heard of a chief being 
blamed for killing a follower? Well ! (lod is great and 
will in time remedy what cannot be now accounted for \ ” 
Such was the language of this fierce race of blood-spillers. 
Nevertheless their propensity to murder sensibly aliatcd, 
and the good-will of the labouring classes towards the 
government as sensibly advanced. 

With the genei’al prosperity the revenue also improved 
so rapidly, that after defraying the whole expense of the 
civil government, a surplus of one luindrcd thousand 
])Ounds sterling was paid iiilo the treasury of India : subject 
only to the cost of constructing the new barracks which 
- did not much exceed one-third of that sum, was not 

a permanent charge, and was sure to repay tenfold in 
the saving of soldiers^ lives. ATcauwliile so assured was 
the tranquillity of Scindc, that Sir (L Napier proposed to 
hold it with five* thousand men ; a proposal not a(loi)ted 
by the supreme government, because the Seikh troubles 
were so menacing. Sciiide did not require an army, the 
general interest of India did; but so fiir was Sir C. Napier 
from desiring war at this time in the Punjaub, or anywhere, 
that he cxj)resscd his dread of it, saying, age had incapa- 
citated him for the labour — that in the hills, he had been 
indeed several times more than twenty hours on horseback, 
and once twenty-six hoiurs with only the support of a crust 
of bread aud some tea carried in a soda-water bottle — such 
was his simplicity of living — et old men do not recover 
rapidly from fatigue, and to do well in war a general 
should be always in the saddle — that his will was strong, 
but his worn-out body dragged it down, like a stone tied^ 
to the tail of a kite. That with the duke of Wellington 
body and mind seemed to have made a compact ; with 
liim they were as cat and dog. 

These expressions as to his bodily powers were but indi- 
cations of momentary lassitude after extreme exertions in 
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a debilitating climate, for his continued labours cvIiicchI 
his iron hardihood. However at this time he was compelled 
by tlic great augmentation of juridical business to alter his 
system of revision, and permit the judgc-advocatc-gcneral 
to decide finally on tlie trials for certain specified oil cnees, 
still allowing the accused an appeal to himself. It was i 
full time, for between January and June he liad studied, 
written notes ui)on, and passed sentence in four hundred 
criminal trials, some of ninety folio sheets 1 in addition to 
the military trials ! 

This relief enabled liim to devote more time to other 
branches of administration, especially tlie system of taxa- 
tion ; and he had ample proofs that his recent campaign ' 
had been effectual and beneficial, llcfore the hill expe- 
dition the protection of the frontier had rccpiired tliree 
regiments of cavalry, and they could scarcely hold tlicir 
ground. " We can do nothing against the robbers, they , 
come and go and our men are exhausted.’^ Such was the 
substance of all previous reports. Now a single regiment 
of cavalry and some horsemen of the llundlecund legion 
more than sufficed for the duty. The presence of any 
cavalry was even declared unnecessary, and the officcj's 
comphuned of having nothing to do. There were no 
incursions to drive the Scindiaii cultivators from tlieir 
lands, and those of the Cutch Gundava plains had again 
rendered that fertile district a sheet of grain — an unusual 
but truly glorious result of war, and the more glorious 
that those very people, driven to desperation before tlie , 
canTpaign, had at one time actually resolved to join th<5 
robbers in a mass as the only mode of avoiding utter 
destruction. The khan of Khelat's revenue was thus aug- ^ 
merited by two lacs and a half, which gave him a personal 
interest in the preservation of tranquillity. ^ 

While this peaceful scene >vas exhibited beyond the ^ 
frontier of Scinde, the captured tribes within it had joy- 
fully taken to agricultural labour, and even Jleja only 
complained that Ali Moorad watched him too closely; 
but the ameer sarcastically replied — alluding to his own 
expenses in the recent- campaign — that it had cost him 
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two lacs to capture so great a chief, and it might cost liim j 
more to let him loose. In truth the generars policy had^ 
been rather to put Ali Moorad to charges than to liave ^ 
his aid, thinking it a good means to keep him from enter- ^ 
taining Patau adventurers who always desired war and ' 
distur])auce. Ilcja was however now allowed more liberty 
which he. did not abuse, and after wjirds paid a visit in 
friendship to his coiupieror at Kuri*achec. 

In the course of the summer the ]\Iurrccs announced^ 
that they had again deviated t he wanderiiig Jllioogtccsj 
under Islam Khan, and had killed so many of tliein and 
taken so many arms, and so much cattle?, that the tribe 
was nearly extinguished. This seemed to be confirmed by . 
the arrival of a number of isolated lUibogtees seeking a 
home amongst the settled tribes in Ssinde, and by an offer^ 
of submission froin Islai|i himscli; but when the former' 
terms were again proposed he rejected them with great'' 
insolence, and continued to haunt the hills with a con-' 
sidcrable force : yet only as a bandit, his power of raising 
commotions was gone. The Murrecs comidaincd that the 
Kyharees had from Poolagee aided the Bhoogtccs, and the ^ 
general menaced the Kyharees so sternly that they were 
heedful not to provoke diis wrath ; for being a tribe odious 
to all around them, the simple withdrawal of British pro-, 
lection woidd have been their destruction. These minor 
troubles were not uncxjiected. While any robbers > 
remained in the Cutchee hills, want would compel them 
to make incursions, and it was to bridlg tlm m that Shah- 
poor had been occupied ; but no painS we re spared to 
bring them to a peaceable disposition, and it was hopod> 
the nourishing condition of the tribes, under Deyrah Khan, ^ 
jvoiild finally prevail over the predatory habits and pride^ 
of those wnb still roved for spoil — for very clearly did the 
contentment of those settled tribes prove, that the robbeP 
life w as not one of choice. 

That he had saved the subdued and reclaimed ones from 
slaughter, was a constant source of satisfaction to Sir 
C. Napier, and could he have hsjd his ow'n way, he would 
at once and for always have ended the robl)cr sy stem, by 
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j)lanting sepoy regiments at Deyrali as a military colony. 

. The Blioogtec fort there was ready for occupation, and the 
air remarkably pure, the water good and copious, the land 
fertile, tlie hills- around full of mineral riches. Trukkee 
was a vast quarry of fine white marble, the transmission 
of which to the Indus for exportation would have been 
easy. This was a noble scheme, but necessarily relin- 
quished, because no disposition existed with the high au- 
thorities to adopt useful projects, and Sir Charles Napier 
had to struggle for every public amelioration, against the 
folly and enmity of the oligarclis in whose ungrateful 
sendee he was wasting strength and life. From Sir 
II. Hardinge indeed, when applied to personally, he 
received a just support against his secret enemies — and he 
needed it; their hostility being as unceasing as it was 
unscrupulous — ^but from the councils and superior boards 
of India he experienced opposition, official delays, thwart- 
ings, and denials, little according with the requirements 
of a new government, wliich had to create the means 
of regenerating as well as to administer to a conquered 
nation. 

From th e robbers nothing serious wa s now to be dreaded, 
and even the Lion asked leave to reside with Ali Moorad, 
but the reply was " Surrender.” This he was too high- . 
spirited to do, and went to the Punjaub; but Ids tried 
friend, Ahmed Khan, the Lhugaree chief, seeing all hope 
gone, yielded, pleading truly that he had only obeyed the 
princess orders in his previous career : the plea was ad- 
mitted by the general, who obtained pardon, and restored^ 
his possessions. This terminated all Scindian enmity ; 
but in June the frontier touching the Mazaree district^ 
was molested by a Seikh band, which under pretence of" 
pursuing robbers had crossed the boundary. Sir C. Napier,^ 
to avoid embarrassing the govemor-gencral^s policy to-' 
wards the Lahore Durbar, refrained from punishing this^ 
invasion, but he sent four hundred men and two guns^ 
under Major Corsellis in steamers from Hyderabad to^ 
Khusmore, with orders to fall upon any armed foreign 
bod y within the frontier4ine if the^ did not insta ntly 
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retire, yet to abstain from any violation of the Seikh 
territory even in pursuit. At the same time the Mazaree 
chiefs were admonislied with reproachful sternness to 
beware of further offence. This promptitude, and the 
prudent conduct of Corsellis, put an end to a dangerous 
affair, which might otherwise have precipitated the Pun- 
jaub war. 

Meanwhile the public works of Scinde were pushed as 
fast as adverse circumstances would admit, and amongst 
the most adverse was the dearth of good engineers. How- 
ever t he dike d esigned to keep out the inundation between 
Sukkur and Shikarpoore, was now finished by Captain 
Scott ; it had given way to the violence of the flood at one 
time, and tlicre was some doubt as to the fiiuil success ; 
but it w as restored on a new plan of executi on supplied by 
the gener al^ and tlms completed in despite of these serious 
obstacles: then the yearly epidemic which had before 
ravaged tliosc x)laces ceased. 

To obtain this result Sir C. Napier willin gly e ndu red a 
temp orary loss of revenue ; f or with him the people’s wcl- 
fare always had precedence of state opulence ; but many 
riqh proprietors wore discontented, for being fatalists they 
laughed at the notion of sickness averted by human 
efforts; and they would not take the trouble to sink 
wells, though a very few, in addition to the sluice-gates 
practised in the work for partial irrigation, would have 
“Compensated tlie loss of water from tlie checked inunda- 
tion. They even menaced to cut the dike, but a distri- 
bution of cavalry met that threat, and me.anwhile the 
labouring population obtained full employment, and high 
wages from government without pestilence or oppression 
— the high u ages being perhai>s the chief cause of the rich 
num’s discontent. This sanitary state of Sukkur became 
jiermaiient, and as to the annual pestilence, this yejir, it 
was not very prevalent in any part; but in July and 
August cholera a])peared at Shikarpoore, Sukkur and 
Larkaana, and then descended to Hyderabad. To meet 
this visitation hakims — ^native, physicians — and in their 
default, intelligent men M'cre ap[)ointed with salaries in 
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every district, and they were furnished with medicines, cilAP. XI. 
and instructions for the relief of the poor : they had power 
also to enforce sanitary precautions. 

Thus ceaselessly Sir C. Napier watched and laboured in 
all directions, yet the course of his administration was 
rendered slow from the impediments continually created 
by official men and boards j and so artfully were those 
managed that he could make no specific complaint, save of 
delay, though the public service languished under the 
eftects. He had now been for nearly two years soliciting Appemlix III. 
a sanction for bringing the Mullyecr river to Kurrachec 
and was still without even an answer ; though the want of 
pure water was so grievously felt in that place, and the 
cost of conducting the river, oidy twelve thousand pounds, 
would have been quickly rejiaid by a small water-tax. 

Still more vexatious was the delay in sanctioning the 
formation of a camel baggagc-coiqis, to tlie organization of 
Avhich he had early attached the greatest importance; and Appendix Vlir. 
he was especially earnest to have it ready for service before 
a Punjaub war should break out. It was a great mili- 
tary creation, which had been suggested by observing that 
in India armies were appendages to their baggage, instead 
of the reverse. He resolved therefore to reduce the latter 
to its proper rank as an accessory, to render it caj)able of 
regular and timely movements, to correct its tumultuous 
character by a military organization, and no longer per- 
mit it to be a confused host of men and animals — rolling 
about in misery, wasting the country through which it 
passed, and by its disorder helplessness and weight break- 
ing down the finest combinations, and menacing ruin at 
every movement to the troops it was designed to sustain. 

During his first campaign in Scinde the multitude of 
men and animals gathered under the name of baggage, 
weighed as a millstone on his movements. In the Cutchce 
hills the safety of the army was more than once endangered 
by it ; for the camels being all hired, their drivers natu- 
rally sought to avoid danger, not in the military meaning 
but according to their personal interpretation of the term ; 
and when their rude generalship was at fault, they con- 

s 2 
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CHAP. XI. eluded all must go wrong and deserted. No order was 
1845, or could be maintained in the hills, where the narrow 
ways crowded with baggage forbade the corrective action 
of cavalry ; and no rigour of punishment could restrain 
the camp-followers and camel-men from straying beyond 
the lines for forage or plunder, generally the last. At 
Jummuck the loss of life from this cause was considerable, 
and on the march from Goojroo, the troops having gone 
Plan 2 . forward to secure the head of the defile of Toosoo, the 
choked up the road for ten consecutive hours, 
liable the whole time to attack; and yet beyond aid, 
because for three miles the pass was so wedged with men 
and loaded animals that the general could scarcely pass 
himself or send orders to the troops, and he was finally 
compelled to move his artillery and cavalry, which were 
in the rear under General Simpson, by another way and 
with great fatigue. 

To make the baggage of his army fulfil the conditions 
of its existence — a help instead of a burthen — was now 
Sir C. Napier’s object, when after two years’ constant 
solicitation he obtained a tardy sanction to form a bag- 
gage-corps. The pervading principle was, that the carriage 
of baggage should be a government matter, and organized 
with as much care and order as a regiment. On this basis, 
he formed divisions, giving to each six hundred govern- 
ment camels, and uniforms to the drivers. Each division 
had a directing animal, which was to carry a flag by day 
and a lantern by night — ^the flag, the light, the trap- 
pings of the camels, and the uniforms of the drivers corre- 
sponding ill all points. Remembering the Israelites’ march 
in the wilderness, he also placed an elephant at the head 
of all, carrying a larger flag by day and a larger lantern 
by night, a star to lead, and a sign of command which 
none were to disregard. 

The camel-drivers were enlisted, disciplined armed and 
paid as soldiers, and commanded by regular officers ; and 
the general knew liuman nature too well not to invest 
them with every title to respect and honour which the 
bravest soldiers could claim. • Their animals, classed as 
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strong and weak, bore round their necks tablets, engraved 
with the maximum load of their class, as a protection from 
oppression in overloading, an injustice to which the poor 
beasts are very sensitive. One man was appointed to each 
camel instead of three camels to one man, as the practice 
was, a change saving baggage guards ; for one mjin still 
led three animals while two flanked the march as soldiers, 
and were yet at all times skilled and ready to help in 
loading and unloading. 

To aid the passage of baggage and guns in difficult 
places, five spare elephants were attached to the corps, and 
the whole mass was placed under the command of a supe- 
rior officer, who had power to enforce all regulations, and 
move his cumbrous masses as a second army in conformity 
with the operations of the fighting men. If the enemy^s 
h orsemen, sweeping, as was their wont, like a wlifrlw ind 
roimd the flank, should fall on the baggage corps, the latter 
instead of fettering the action of the troops, or flying 
confusedly tow^ards them for aid, was practised to cast 
itself by command into orbs or squares, the camels kneeling 
down with tlieir heads inwards and pinned together, while 
from behind that living rampart the drivers defended 
themselves with tlie carbines they carried. 

Minor regulations completed the system, and the result 
was superiority of movement, saving of animals and 
expense, with increased comfort for the troops and conse- 
quent diminution of sickness ; and withal so great a relief 
to the field operations as to make the creation of the corps 
a signal epoch in military organization. It was in truth 
an enlarged and perfecting application of that principle of 
order which first dictated the substitution of disciplined 
forces for feudal levies and armed mobs. Its creator well 
observed at the time. "That it was the way to obtain 
rapidity in war, which did not result from bugling, double 
quick marching, and galloping of horse-artiUery, but from 
incessant care, the raising and supporting the moral feeling 
and physical strength of the soldier, the rendering the 
baggage conducive to his wants, and as little of an impedi- 
ment as possible.” 
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CHAP. XI. When this corps was organized Sir C. Napier may be 
1845. said to have given wings to his army ; for he had before so 

horsed his batteries that they were capable of any exertion 
— ^liad created tlic fighting camel corps with its surprising 
power for sudden and distant expeditions — and had in a 
manner also crea ted the Scinde horsemen^ t he Moguelaees, 
whose matchless ability for irregular warfare did not keep 
them^from being foremost in the field chsirge when solid 
hosts were to be broken. They had indeed cx i?^tod nnmi^ 
iially previous to his arrival, yet, neglected and undisci- 
'plined were falling to pieces and an order for disbanding 
tlicm had been issued, but he interfered; reforming 
their organization he increased their numbers a nd placed 
the jn under Captain Jacob, an artillery officer, but selected 
with a sure judgment for this service. The army of 
Scinde was therefore emphatically an army of movement; 
wift to assail, terrible to strike ; and if the formation of 
the Bclooch battalions, now well organized and fit fori 
service, be added to the institutions mentioned above, 
the military creations will be found to have kept pace with 
those of the civil administration in Scinde, 

'^By the Bombay faction the baggage corps w^as neccs« 
sjirily decried — “It was an expensive folly — a complete 
failure — so had the conquest of Scinde been — so had the 
administration been — so had the hill campaign been.” 
Colonel Burlton, a Bengal commissary-general, also pub- 
lished a work against the baggage corps, striving to 
prove that waste, disorder, extravagance and oi)prcssion of 
the native population, are as profitable to armies in the 
field, as they are by some supposed to be for persons in 
liis situation. But every advantage gained by Sir C. 
Napier in war, every stroke of successful policy, every 
undeniable proof of enlightened government, naturally 
produced a storm of passionate calumny from men whose 
incessant predictions of failure were as incessantly belied 
by results. India was well described by Chief Justice 
"Roper at this period, as a press-ridden community; and 
jyet with a few exceptions, such as ftie Gentleman^ s Gazette, 
which did justice to its title, there was not, and there is 
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not, a free press for the many. There is only a licentious CHAP. XI. 
press for certain factious persons having wickedness 
enough to protect the editors from legal consequences: 
a few instances of this immunity for libel enjoyed at 
Bombay will suffice for illustration. 

Dr. Buist published, as a regular official document, a 
reprimand to a naval officer, which had indeed been written 
by Sir C. Napier, but for reasons affecting the public 
interest had been cancelled and locked up in his desk, 
from whence it could only have been obtained by infamous 
means ! He also published a forged letter from Sir C. AppendixXlli. 
Napier to the governor-general, in whieh the former was 
made to return Sir Henry Hardinge^s personal kindness 
with foul abuse ; and though the Bombay government was 
officially called upon to prosecute for these two offences, 

Buist committed both with impunity, and boasted of having 
information and support from men in power, in such a way 
as to indicate very plainly that members of the government 
council itself were intimately connected with his libels. 
L ieutenant-Colonel Outram likewise, published in the 
newspapers su ch sland er s against Sir C. Napier that the 
governor-general desired the latter to leave the correction 
of them in his hands, but with an overstrained delicacy 
he referred them to the home authorities. His motive 
was that as the slanders were Jilso directed against Lord 
Ellcnborough, Sir Henry Ilardinge in dealing with them 
might be embarrassed by his family connection with that 
nobleman. It was an error of wliich he was soon made 
sensible. The secret committee in England passed indeed 
a severe censure privately on Outram, but with a miserable 
cunning, falsely assuming that Sir C. Napier had entered 
into a public controversy with that person, instead of 
having, as the fact was, sent in a formal demand for justice 
to the government, condemned such controversies gene- 
rally and refused to notice the official appeal. But Outram, 
thus privately reprimanded, was immediately appointed to 
a luerative civil office, in the view no doubt of giving 
weight and currency to his vituperation. That error was 
however in time corrected by the public voice, which forced 
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the general whose reputation it had thus basely sought to 
lower. 

There was yet another authority — Lord Ripon — ^who 
declared that Outram^s proceeding was right, that it was 
what men in power must expect, and should excite Sir C. 
Napier to greater zeal ! ! In fine he plainly disclosed his 
own connection with the assailants of the man he was 
bound to protect. There is however a moral as well as an 
official standard of right, and Lord llipon’s authority is 
not of force to estalilish the one or to efface the other. It 
was not right that a violation of tlic Articles of War, and 
all just authority, should be, not only left unpunished but 
encouraged,' that truth should be outraged and public 
decency outraged, by loathsome calumnies — that soldiers 
ill the field should bo told their general ivas entirely igno- 
rant of his duty, and the murderer of their comrades — 
and it could not be right that a minister of the crown 
sliould counteiijincc such insults to real greatness, at the 
dishonest behests of a body he was appointed to control ! 

Dr. Buist in support of his libels boasted that his 
informants were men high in office, a boast never con- 
tradicted, and of weight when coupled with these facts 
that secretary Willoughby wjis, as men say, one of the 
proprietors of his journal; and when reeking from the 
acknowledged slander about the ameers^ ivomen having 
been dishonoured by the officers of the army, Buist was 
received as a guest in houses whence he should have 
been especially spiuncd for that foul falsehood. Those 
official informants therefore told him That nothing had 
been effected in the hill campaign, and that the robber 
tribes were more formidable than ever, though the 
greater portion were then settled as quiet cultivators in 
Scindc — ^that Beja, when actually in prison, was a victo- 
rious chief and ravaging the frontier at the head of his 
Doomkees — that Sir H. Hardinge, though he had given 
his express consent to the expedition, and warmly ap- 
plauded the successful execution in public orders, entirely 
disapproved of it — that Scinde wks a wasting drain upon 
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the resources of India, when it was paying a large surplus 
to the general treasury — that Sir C. Napier had refused to 
hold the country with less than sixteen tliousand troops, 
when he had actimlly only twelve thousand — that he had 
applied for a reinforcement of a thousand men to meet 
tlie sickly season, when he had in fact sent away three 
regiments to cnahlc those ^ sovereign authorities ^ to 
quell a rebellion caused by oppression in tlie Bombay 
presidency; and instead of demanding reinforcements 
had proposed to spare seven thousand of the twelve thou- 
sand under his command, and hold Scinde with five 
thousand !” 

Such was the hostility evinced towards a man who Avas 
wasting life in exertions to serve the government tliat thus 
encouraged and protected his assailants ; and that nothing 
of baseness or absurdity might be wanting, the Bombay 
faction endeavoured to confer tlie character of a martyr 
on the savage filthy criminal Ameer Shadad, fawning on 
and licking his hands, red with the blood of the murdered 
officer Ennis. They concocted also a petition to tlie 
Queen from the Ameer Nusscer, which Sir Henry Pot- 
tinger undertook to present. Every line of it contained 
some notorious falsehood forged by the faction. 41 le 
attempt was however too gross to succeed in England 
though Nusseer^s cause was adopted by Lord Ashley, whose 
profound and deplorable ignorance of everything relating 
to Scinde affairs did not prevent him from meddling and 
countenancing to the utmost of his power, the efforts of 
these conspirators against the interests of England and the 
tiimc of Sir C. Napier. 

■ But while BuisPs high official authorities were so ready 
to give this kind of information to injure the governor of 
Scinde, they were totally insensible to the just pride and 
welfare of the gallant troops who conquered that country ; , 
and so also were the authorities in England ; each seeming 
to strive for pre-eminence in heartless scorn of the soldiers* 
claims, rights and honour. 

Lord Bipon took iftore than two years for striking off 
the Mceanee medals, and it was believed they would never 
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CHAP. XL have been struck but for the strenuous interference of 
1845. Lord Ellenborough ; thus numbers of gallant men died 
without the consolation of having thqge honourable marks 
of merit attached to the manly breasts they had so bravely 
presented to the sharp swords of the enemy. When struck 
the medals were sent to Bombay without ribands, and the 
government there, with a like scorn of honourable feeling, 
transmitted them, as bales of common goods amongst 
commissariat stores to Scinde, with such contemptuous 
irrcgularit}^ that the commandcr-in-chicf received his from 
the hands of a lieutenant-colonel, whose subaltern officers 
had obtained theirs long before ! 

When the 25th native regiment, whose courage had 
been so conspicuous in the battles, was recalled to Bombay 
— against the generaPs wish, and apparently because 
against his wish — it was, after five years of foreign service 
treated on landing with insulting neglect; as if it had 
come back stained with dishonour instead of beaming with 
the lustre of heroism. 

Sir C. Napier's representations to the Bombay autho- 
rities that the widows and children of the Scinde horsemen 
who fell at Mccanee in 18 13, were still in 1845 without 
any provision, were treated with indifference, though he 
stated that those poor claimants were living on the charity 
of their fallen protectors' comrades! Even the sacred duty 
of forwarding the living sepoys' remittances to their fami- 
lies was so shamefully neglected, that he was compelled 
to represent the matter to the governor-general. 

Sensitive enough however they were upon other points ; 
for a memorial was framed by some civil servants, avowedly 
under an officiid stimulus, praying the interposition of 
the directors to make the governor of Scinde declare 
why he called some of their body jackals ! And this 
^ singular folly was clamorously pressed until he, admitting 
wrong to the jackals, intimated an intention to call for a 
statement of work and salaries, and institute a comparison 
^between those of the memorialists and his soldier civilians. 
The cry then ceased. But in truth he had not assailed 
the civil servants as a body at all, he had only said in a 
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private letter, with the publication of which he had no 
concern ^^The general opinion was that ^certain civil 
servants^ were corrupt.” And it is not a little singular 
that this general opinion^^ thus quoted, had come to him 
from some of those very persons at Bombay, when speaking 
of their brethren at Calcutta, who were now rendering 
themselves subjects for derision by a simulated indig- 
nation. 

But by a singular coincidence, always some proof of the 
superior government of Scinde was publicly furnished 
when its maligners were most boisterous in condem- 
nation. 

Thus it was predicted that a ten years’ partisan warfare 
would be established on the right of the Indus, and im- 
mediately after more tlian a hundred chiefs on that side 
of tlic river voluntarily proffered their salaams. 

When it was clamorously asserted that the whole 
Belooch race abhorred their conqueror, all their chiefs 
and sirdars eagerly came to the great Durbar at Hyderabad 
in sign of submission and good will. 

It was proclaimed that Scinde was tranquil only because 
it was kept down by a large force ; and a portion of that 
force was immediately sent to aid in quelling an insur- 
rection in the Bombay presidency, leaving Scinde tranqiiiL^ 

When it was announced that the population of Scinde 
only awaited a favourable occjision to restore the de- 
throned ameers, the general marched to war beyond the 
frontier of Scinde ; and tliis favourable occasion could not 
induce a man to stir in aid of the Lion, or of the forty- 
eight Talpoor princes wlio were still at hu'ge and actually^ 
in Scinde, calling on their former subjects. 

Striking as these facts were, none were more so than a 
i4) artisan warfare und ertaken in the autumn of this year by 
Dcyrah Khan, against Islam and his roving Bhoogtcc s. The ■ 
general had foreseen, when he planted his captives ncai^ 
the frontier, that the outlying rovers would soon be forced* 
to make forays for food, and he judged’ their first attempt 
would be on the settled Jackradecs ; because from them 
less resistance was to be expected ; and they could be thus 
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CHAP. XI. sounded as to resuming the robber life. So it happenca. 

1^45, The Jackranees were plundered. But instead of himkering 
for their former vocation, fiercely they rose and demanded 
leave to retaliate. N othing could be more in accord witk 
the general^s policy, and ihe Erected soine cavalry to 
support them while crossing the desert, yet to leave them 
Ho their feud when within the rocks. 
u He had no .doubt of their return to the plains, for being 
now industrious cultivators, he had the double hold on 
them, of their interests as proprietors, and their vengeful 
passions as warriors ; nor was he without hostages, having 
previously taken the most energetic and influential of the 
kribe into governjucnt pay. D eyrah Khan^s w^arfarc was 
tliercfore the consummat ion of a profound scheme of policy. 
which had in nine months subdued and reclaimed the 
spirit of men previously regarded by the world as more 
akin in ferocity to wild beasts than human beings — a policy 
Arhicli had so changed their habits, that being peaceful 
, agriculturists when not injured, they were now marching 
against their former confederates in the interest of civili- 
zation; and invading those very fastnesses from which 
they had been so recently torn themselves by force as 
robbers ! /V ^ • 

Tliis was a result the greatest of men migmbe proud 
^ of ; but it was carefully hidden from the English public, 
and he who had achieved it was more foully and voci- 
, ferously vilified and caluiflniatcd than before. Indeed 
the secret practices of his official enemies had become 
so dangerously unscrupulous, that he was now compelled 
in self-defence, to avoid all financial responsibility, and 
'’decline all public works until superior sanction could be 
-obtained — and that was always delayed by official forms — 
for he well knew that, men and boards were on the watch 
to effect his ruin. The Bombay council had already pri- 
vately sent letters to the governor-general insinuating 
charges against liim, and though they were returned with 
great indignation, and an intimation that such accusations 
should be made publicly and sustained, or not made at 
all ; the council continued its hostility in secret, and in a 
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mode so flagitious, that the wronged man^s own words 
must he used in exposition. The necessity of frequent 
references to libellous publications will tlien be compre- 
hended, and Buist’s boast, that he had embient and unques- 
tionable authority close to the sovereign power in Bombay 
will be understood. Sir Charles Napier speaks. 

'^Tlic Bombay Times has asserted, and entered into 
details, that I was driving the people of Scindc mad with 
excessive taxation, and that I had even dared to rc-csta- 
^blish the impost called tlie transit-duty. These assertions 
were accompanied with abusive epithets such as tlic swrdid 
and shameless leader of Scinde — The autoci'at of Scinde 
— The Scinde czar — The unscrupulous murderer of the 
soldiers — The liar at the head of the Scinde government 
and so forth. India was kept ringing for several months 
with accounts of my infamms attempts to make up a sham 
revenue, 

" As I never put on a tax and never laid the value of a 
mite upon any article in the way of impost ; and as I have 
taken oft* a number of taxes, I laughed at what I knew 
must in time he found an invention as pure as that of the 
people said to have been seen by Sir John Ilcrscliel in 
the moon. But liow could 1 laugh, wlicn, after India Jiad 
resounded with these charges, I found, by the mistake of 
a clerk at Calcutta wdio scut to me what Avas designed to 
be kept from me, that the Bombay government had sent a 
secret note of council to be registered at Calcutta — contain- 
ing accusations against me of making up a fidse revenue, 
not only by levying excessive ^xes, which they only hinted 
at, but by a monopoly of grain ; the price of which the 
minute said I had raised by my command of tlic produce 
and sold dear to the troops, and made the loss fall on the 
Bombay government ! In fine that my conduct had been 
so infamous, that, one iota of it being true, hanging would 
be too good for me ! 

" Had the clerk not made this mistake — if mistake it 
was and not a generous disgust at such villany — there 
would have been in the Bombay and Calcutta archives 
heinous crimes secretly but officially registered against me 
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CHAP. by my bitter enemies. And when I was no more they 
would have been given to the world as irrefragable proofs- 
of my flagitious government of Sciiide ! And those accu- 
sations were so ingeniously concocted by two members of 
the Bombay council, Reid and Crawford, who are old 
practical accountants, that it cost me a wceVs hard work 
to prove the villany of the men ; and that so far from 
increasing the expense of feeding the troops, if there was 
one point more than another to which I had devoted 
myself during the three years of my ruling in Scindc, it 
liad been that of reducing the price of grain to all, by^ 
destroying monopolies and lessening the pressure on public^ 
revenue. 

But this was not all, the secret minute was recorded, ! 
and the authors of it chuckled at having thus shot their] 
assassins^ bolt, but not content, they manufactured their ^ 
minute anew for an ai*ticlc in Doctor Buist^s publication — ] 
the words only slightly changed to suit a newsj)aper. Not^ 
knowing its source I only laughed at it as one of his usual 
attempts to make me out a scoundrel ; but when I received 
the minute from the Calcutta clerk I answered it, and 
gave my opinion to the council freely; disproving by 
document after document every lie they had advanced. 
Was that all ? No ! Enough in conscience, but not all.\ 
I got a letter from Lord llipon, saying, ‘ he had heard of 
the accusation but hoped it was not true ! ^ And then he 
-gave me all sorts of reasons to prove that I ought not 
to rcimpose the t ramit-d^y— thus showing that he 
believed 1 had dom so, notwithstanding his hope ! To d^ 
Lord llipon justice, he gave me but little trouble to answer 
him, for he discovered such entire ignorance of the sub- 
ject, that I saw he did not know what a transit-duty was. 
Yet again a day was lost to me in answering him, and my 
real work thrown into arrear — and what work ! Long 
trials to read and to decide upon, putting five men to 
^ath. Horrid work ! requiring calm thought, great and 
concentrated thought and resolution not to err. At such a, 
time, with my mind stretched on the rack to attain right 
in the sight of God, I was to force myself to examine, to 
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write, and to dwell upon villany past ali belief, and beyond 
my power to chastise ! Fortunate that 1 have escaped from 
the snares of those who, while profiting from my ebbing 
life, are seeking my destruction! 

" No sooner had I answered Lord Ripon, tliinking I 
had been sufficiently tormented, than there came from ^ 
Calcutta a letter written by the secret committee. Lord < 
Uipori^s colleagues, to demand why I had restored the 
transit-duty ? which from ^ various sources ' they heard T 
had done. I have asked why they did not name their 
^various sources^ or any one of them, that I might 
expose their secret informer. This they won^t do, but ^ 
were we of Venice in the days of the Ten, these men ^ 
would soon put me out of the way : and things of this 
nature happen weekly/^ 

To expatiate upon this almost incredible proceeding, 
not indeed of a eoiiueil, for the governor Sir (1. Arthur 
oj)posed it and was outvoted by the others, that is to say 
by Reid, Crawford, and the secretary Willoughby — a man 
Avho u])on every occasion stimulated the hostility shown to 
Sir C. Napier — ^to expatiate upon such a proceeding would 
be an insult to the honour Jind sense of the English people 
to whom this Mork is dedicated. Nevertheless it is ' 
fitting to observe that when this secret minute was being 
concocted, the j)rice of grain was in Scindc absolutely more 
dependent on demand and supply than in England, all 
taxes on its importation being abolished in Scinde and not ^ 
in England, and Sir C. Napicr^s real views on the subject 
may be judged by the -following instructions to his 
collectors. 

There is but one sound way to make grain cheap, viz.'" 
encouraging cultivation and not taxing importation. I 
t ook off the imp ortation-tax last yea r, and 1 have been - 
liberal to cultivators ; these are the onl^ radical cures for 
Avant of grain — ex})edients there may be besides, but these ^ 
are the foundjitions for having cheap food. As to the 
elfcet produced by monopolists, the correction is to make 
grain so plentiful they cannot forestall ; if they attempt its 
they Avill be ruined, or at least lose greatly where they ^ 
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seek to gain greatly. I at first thought it mighty in this 
case, be good to fix a maximum, but reflection renders me 
sure that government had better not interfere, except by 
providing plenty of grain. I dread direct interference of 
government with men^s private affairs, and it seems to me 
government must be to blame, directly or indirectly, where 
a whole people suffer want of food. Slavery indeed jus- 
tifics the summary interference of government ; for if a 
man deals in human flesh, human flesh has a right to deal 
with him; but cheap food, good wages and plenty of 
labour ; these are the three essentials of good goverunieiit 
and they produce each other if the taxes are light ; with- 
out that the machine will not ply freely. 

" As to the occupiers of ground, government ought to 
take a fair share of the produce of land and m more. If 
we legislate for bad land, taxing good land to make grain 
rise to a remunerating price for that bad laud, we pull 
down the good land to the level of bad land ; that is to 
say, we raise the cost of food to the poor, to enable 
zemindars to cultiv.ate bad laud. That was done by the 
ameers, and look at the result ! Half Scinde lies waste, 
and good land too ; for why should any one seek for good 
land so heavily taxed that it could only make the profit of 
bad land. My reduction of imposts on land is an equal 
benefit to all, and is proportionate to produce ; hence if 
bad land could pay when the impost was high it can do so 
now when lower, and the sale of its produce is secure 
while Scinde imports grain-^wheu it exports^ the demand 
wdll raise the value of bad land, if it is worth cultivating at 
all. Nor must it be forgotten that the great difficulty of 
cultivation in this country is to get water, and the 
wider cultivation is spread the more readily wiU water be 
obtained.” 

Grain was however high-priced in 1815, and the causes 
were amongst the extraordinary difficulties through which 
Sir C. Napier dragged Scinde to prosperity. 

1°. The war of conquest had continued in different 
parts until August 1843, which was nearly too late a period 
to commence cultivation for that year, and plundering of 
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grain just previous to and during the military operations 
was general ; for the people seeing a strange army descend 
on the land knew not what might happen, but fearing 
the worst stole and concealed all they could, neglecting < 
agriculture. 

2°. The sudden conquest cast the whole administration { 
of an unknown country and people at once into the hands 
of the British authorities; and before light could be 
thrown on the system of imposts and collection, govern- 
ment was easily dcfraudcjd; law also was so little regarded 
that most men were occupied with pillage instead of 
agriculture. 

3°. The canals were that year left uncleared, the 
ameers being oidy intent on war ; and when the canals 
arc choked neither health nor harvests arc to be expected 
in Scindc. 

4°. A dreadful epidemic raged from August IS 13 to 
January 18 Xt destroying thousjinds and leaving the 
survivors, for nearly everybody had been attacked, too 
debilitate’d to labour. Thus agriculture was nearly aban- 
doned in 1811; men had not strength to work; and 
though the troops were less fatally afleeted than the 
people, only two thousand feeble tottering convalescents 
were at one time capable of bearing arms. And as tins 
terrible calamity was rendered more oppressive liy a 
wide-spread visitation of locusts, scai’ccly any produce 
remained in Scindc. 

5°. The Indus fell suddenly that year in an unusual 
manner and did not again flood, thus the poor remnants 
of vegetation which had escaped the locusts perished for 
want of water. 

It was under these frightful visitations, these terrible ' 
calamities Sir C. Napier's energy and ability lifted and . 
shielded Scinde from famine and commotion, and placed her 
on a solid social basis in the end of 1845. And it was with a 
knowledge of these dreadful miseries that the Bombay 
councillors complained of grain being high-priced — that 
they secretly accused the governor of causing that high 
price by infamous arts, and at the same time themselves 
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endeavoured to make it higher by imposing an export 
duty on all grain leaving the port of Bombay — ^thus 
putting the finisliing touch to their intolerable baseness by 
doing themselves what they were falsely accusing liim of 
doing! Scinde was however in the latter part of 1845 
unmistakably prosperous even to eyes offuscated by these 
vile arts. The population had been increased by immi- 
grant cultivators, besides- the forcibly-settled tribes ; and 
a very large accession of inhabitants had swelled Kurrachee 
and Shikarpoore to cities, thus augmenting trade both 
ways, by the sea-board and by the river. Wealthy mer- 
chants were now also seeking to open new commercial 
channels in a country considered by them as that one of 
all the East where justice was most surely and cheaply to 
be had. 

Meanwhile the revenue had so increased that in De- 
cember another ten lacs were paid into the general 
treasury, making a gross surplus of two hundred thousand 
pounds ; and it was the opinion of the collectors that the 
same system would in ten years produce one million 
sterling without pressure on the people, or very sensible 
increase of administrative expenses. But the most re- 
paarkable proof of good government and personal reputa- 
tion was, that the whole people of Cutch Gundava in the 
north, and the tribes of the Cedrosian desert on the west, 
now asked to be received as subjects ; while on the cast 
the nawab of Bhawulpoor, who did not disguise his dis- 
like of the political agents with whom he liad hitherto 
dealt in his political relations, demanded to be placed 
entirely under the control of the Sciiidian conqueror, 
whose government had been so suddenly thrown by the 
shock of war into the midst of these wide-spread popula- 
tions. Like a rock cast from a volcano into a lake, it had 
come, and like the waters they had receded tumultuously, 
like them to return and tranquilly subside. 

But none of his great administrative services, nor all of 
them combined with his surprising exploits in Avar, were 
of any avail to cool the malignant heat of enmity in the 
Court of Directors, nor warm Loyd Bipon to a momentary 
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sense of what was due to a great man from a minister 
of tlie Crown. Vexatiously he had delayed the soldiers* 
medals, had insulted the general, and endeavoured to 
stifle the despatches announcing success in the hill cam- 
paign] — had applauded Outram*s slanders — had adopted 
the secret accusations of the Bombay councillors, without 
daring to name them as accusers, and had refused, or at 
least neglected, to expose the false official statements foisted 
on the public as to the expenses ; thus without inquiry — 
to which he was invited — countenancing the industriously 
inculcated notion that it ^vas a worse than useless con- 
quest. Scindc is nevertlieless a great and beneficial 
acquisition whicli has opened a liigh-way for commerce 
with Central Asia ; and if governed oh Sir C. Napier*s 
principles will become an opulent province and a power- 
ful bulwark on the south-west for India. If governed on 
the usual system of the Company it will become one <3f 
those lasting slianies for the directors, which made Lord 
Wellesley call them the ^^Ignominous Tyrants of the 
East.^* 
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CHAPTER XII. 


While Scindc was thus liappily rulcd^ the state of 
Indian affairs beyond lier frontier was perplexing and 
menacing. An embarrassing and costly insurrection had 
long tormented the Bombay presidency^ and in the north- 
west a war with the Seikhs was hourly impending ; yet the 
prevalent opinion in India was adverse to the occurrence 
of this last event ; and joined to that incredulity was the 
arrogant assumption, that if it did happen, an easy 
triumph awaited the British arms. Judging very dif- 
ferently on both those points. Sir C. Napier reflected care- 
fully upon everjf possible phase of such a contest, the 
danger and difliculty of which lie foresaw and foretold 
from a distance, with a surer military and jiolitical compre- 
hension than others who were closer. He had, under the 
govcrnor-gcncrars orders, equipped, and in September 
sent to the upper Sutlej, pontoons for bridges, and he was 
vigilant to keep his own military administration so organ- 
ized that no sudden call, however onerous, could cause 
confusion though its extent might embarrass his resources. 
He had therefore unceasingly pressed the progress of the 
camel baggage-corps, as the most powerful spring to insure 
regular and rapid movement in that gi’cat and complicated 
machine, an army in the field. Constantly also he medi- 
tated on the force to be employed, and the operations to 
be adopted when required — as he foresaw he would be — 
to act as an auxiliary to the main army on the upper 
Sutlej. 

His speculations, transmitted to the governor-general, 
were found to coincide in a rcYnarkable manner with the 
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transmitted opinions of the duke of Wellington on the 
same subject, and thus mentally fortified, he awaited 
the course of events. It w^as not long before his sagacity 
was vindicated. The governor-general, trusting too con- 
fidently to his own strenuous efforts to preserve peace, had 
certainly adopted — it miglit be caused — the public opinion 
as to an amicfible termination of the Punjaub difficulty, 
and the Seikhs commenced the contest before the British 
forces were prepared ; so unexpectedly they did so, that 
only a fortnight before the battle of Moodkee was fought 
Sir II. llardinge assured Sir C. Napier he would give him 
six weeks^ notice of hostilities. The w'ar was therefore an 
unlooked-for event which made India tremble; the veil 
of falsehood, woven at Bombay to cover Scinde from 
public estimation, was tlicrcby rent asunder ; and the 
great importance of that acciuisition was comprehended 
when the announcement of the battle of Moodkee was 
accompanied by an order to assemble at lloree, with all 
possible S])ced, an army ol’ fifteen thousand men equipped 
for the field, and with a siege-train. To do this was im- 
possible from the resources of Scinde; but reinforcements 
were to come from Bombay, and soon ten thousand men 
of all ai’ms, with guns, waggons, horses, Citmp-eqiiipage 
and camp-followers were marched from the interior of 
that presidency to the coast, and embarked at all the sea- 
ports of Western India. From Mandavie, Surat, Bombay 
and Yingorla, on every description of floating craft, from 
the steam-frigate to the open country boat, men and 
materials were poured into Scinde with a promptitude 
showing, that Sir George Arthur, and Sir Robert Oliver 
the commander of the Indian navy, had no sympathy 
with the factious sentiments of the Willoughbys, Reids 
and CraAvfords. 

Had the policy of the supreme government permitted 
Sir C. Napier to obey the dictates of his perception that 
the war was inevitable, a Scindian army could and would 
have been equipped for the field three months before, and 
cautiously quartered from Hyderabad upwards, ready at a 
moment^s notice to concentrate at Rorcc and move into 
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CHAP. XII. the Mooltan country. This could have been effected 
1845. without attracting the attention of the Seikhs ; but it had 
been forbidden to move a soldier, to purchase a camel, or 
in any manner to prepare for a contest ; and when the 
order for war came, only the eighteen hundred camels, of 
his newly-organized baggage-corps, that is to say, carriage 
for a column of three thousand persons was available, when 
carriage for nearly fifty thousjind was required ; and when 
tlic general spread agents abroad to pm’ehase, the jam of 
the Jokeas endeavoured to thwart them. Sir C. Napier's 
vigour of command to meet the campaign thus violently 
thrust upon him was not to be so impeded. He arrested 
tlic jam ill the midst of his tribe, awed all insidious ene- 
mies, redoubled his own efforts, and soon obtained twelve 
thousand eamels; meanwhile he equipped and pushed 
men and guns up the Indus with incredible rapidity; 
for his battering-train was advaneed a hundred miles 
two days after he had received the governor-general's 
orders ! 

Then he met the influx of the multitude from Bombay 
with a pow'cr of order and resources never surpassed. 
Every department worked day and night and on the right 
road, without jostling or confusion. The artillery in addi- 
tion to their numerous field-batteries formed a siege- 
train complete of thirty-two pieecs, with a thousand rounds 
a gun; the engineers under Captain Peat, an officer of 
unbounded talent, organized a park, said to have been a 
model — so complete was it in arrangement and all things 
essential for war — although collected under great diffi- 
culties, and where genius was taxed to supply the absence 
of regular arsenals and the resources of civilization. The 
commissariat carried up two months' provisions; the 
medical department was amply furnished; and though 
the Bombay reinforcements had to be marched to the 
coast and embarked with their equipage and followers, in 
all not less than thirty thousand persons; though their 
voyages were of five hundred and eight hundred miles, 
and the troops when disembarked again had to march 
nearly four hundred miles, the whole army was conceii- 
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trated at Rorce on the forty-second day after receiving 
the order ! 

On tlie Gtli of February more than fifty thousand men, 
if the camp-followers be included, were assembled at 
Roree with every department w ell ordered, well combined 
and completed. Eighty pieces of artillery were gathered 
with all materials and ammunition for a campaign in 
abundance. A powerful armed flotilla w^as on the Indus 
freighted with stores and three months^ provisions, and 
having on board three hundred yards of flying bridge. A 
zealous body of officers worked lijce men anticipating and 
resolved to merit success, and an almost frantic enthu- 
siasm pervaded the soldiers — they fought with the air and 
could hardly be restrained from shouting to the charge as 
they marched — yet a careful discipline w-as everywhere 
apparent. 

This rapidity, unexampled if the scanty resources of 
Scinde, the suddenness of the order and the completeness 
of the equipment be considered, could not have been 
attained if the camel baggagc-corps had not been previ- 
ously organized; nor could this po^vcrful, war-breathing 
army, when assembled, have dared to move in advance but 
for the previous campaign in the hills — that campaign 
which Lord Ripon with official imbecility stigmatized as 
an insignificant affair of outposts. Had it been neglected 
the army would now have had as many enemies on its 
flank and rear as it had in front, and could not have moved 
a step in advance — fortunate if it had not a separate war- 
fare to sustain for the defence of Scinde ! 

About five thousand men remained for the protection of 
that country. 

Three thousand with six field-pieces and fifteen heavy 
guns were appropriated to Kurrachee as the principal 
place of arms, and key of the whole system. 

At Hyderabad the fortress and intrenched camp, the 
latter armed with six twelve-pounders, were furnished 
with three months’ provisions and garrisoned by a sepoy 
regiment and eight hundred police. 

The steamer arsenal at Khotree on the Indus, had its 
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own fort with two guns anti a hundred marines, aided by 
the armed workmen and some policemen for garrison; 
this Avas however a small force to secure so extensive a 
district, Avherefore trooi^s were brought from Cutch to 
Wangar Bazaar, on the borders of the Delta. Detachments 
from Deesa were also directed to garrison Oracrcote in the 
desert, but Meerpoor and Aliar-ka-Tanda were gusirdcd by 
policemen only. Larkaana and Schwan were likewise left 
entirely to the native police, and the five thousjind regular 
troops presented but tAVo formidable masses. 

Shalipoor, Kanghur,^Sukkur, Shikarpoore and Bukkur, 
Avcrc gi iardeti by a rciriment of rc srular cavalry and one of 
infantry, Avith six field-pieces ; Sukkur had also its arma- 
ment of heavy guns, and all these places Averc to be aided 
by tlic northern policemen Avho Averc noAv as formidable as 
the sepoys, and so resolute that Ayliff Khan, the swords- 
man, had recently with only six men defeated a predatory 
.band of Seikhs, and ignorant of the general^s order not to 
pass the frontier, had crossed and pursued his enemies for 
twenty miles. 

To resign the Avhole country, during war, to the keeping 
^ of so fcAv troops Avas in itself an answer to all malevolent 
libels on his government, but Sir C. Napier had other 
/and surer Avarrant for trancpiilUty. Bclooch Khan, the 
independent hill-chief near Ijhcree, Avhosc suspicious 
dealings during the campaign against the confederates 
have been mentioned, iioav oflered to join the army Avith 
a hundred horsemen. Khan Mohamed made a like offer, 
^ and to sprve at his own. expense, adding, that for a small 
pay he Avould bring five thousand of his tenantry ” to 
the field ! Noav Mohamed Avas the most powerful sirdar 
in Sciiidc, and a Talpoor, being ncphcAV to the Lion, at 
Avhose side he had fought liravcly up to tlie latter^s defeat 
by Jacob ; yet Avas he earnest to march with the man 
who had dethroned his kindred ; and he had so entirely 
adopted the iieAV order of things as to talk of his warriors 
as his tenantry! To him Sir Charles spoke frankly, 
saying how willingly he Avould , have given t® the world 
Ihis proof of the contentment and good faith of the 
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Scindians ; but as the Bcloochees and Bhawulpoorcs were 
enemies of old, the uawab would have just cause of com- 
plaint if the British brought foes into his territory. He 
wotild tliink some sinister design to deprive liira of his 
possessions was entertained, and would become a suspicious 
idly, perhaps a secret enemy. Mohamed acknowledged 
tlic force of the argument, and so the matter ended. 
Secretly the general’s policy was to quell, not to stimulate 
the warlike habits of the Belooehcc race ; but this offer 
from a man so resolute and powerful, and of such lineage, 
coupled with the sentiment of fear which the strongly- 
organized army now assembled was calculated to 2>roducc, 
left him without fciU’ of commotion in Scindc. lie had 
therefore only to consider his plan of militaiy operations, 
and the disposition of the neighbouring powers in Khelat 
and Affghanistan, both of which he treated with cautious 
sagacity. 

The Khelat sirdars, thinking to make a stroke of policy 
demanded money in the khan’s name, to resist the 
Affghans, who Avcrc, they said, prepared to invade Khelat 
and even Scindc when the general entered the Punjaub — 
adding, that tlie money would enable them not only to 
hold the Candaharccs in check, but even to win them over 
as auxiliaries in the w^ar. Thus artfully they sounded his 
fears as to that contest, but the reply was sternly explicit. 
“ I will not give a rupee. I want no aid against the 
Seikhs, and if the Affghans give offence an English aimiy 
can go a i;ain to Cabool, and perhap s remain there ; if the 
khan is molested the trooj)s at Hyderabad and Shahpoor 
shall march to his assistance.^^ This sufficed for the 
sirdars; and the Candahar chiefs, instead of menacing 
Khelat offered to join the British army — an offer received 
with thanks, but declined as lieing likely to embiurass the 
operations with wild plundering warriors, who troublesome 
in success would become enemies if a reverse occurred; 
indeed at this pcriocl Sir C. Napier could, if so inclined, 
have led half Beloochistan and Affghanistan into the 
punjaub.* 

Now also Ali Moor ad tendered his services thinking to 
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CHAP. XII. get back some territory formerly taken from him by Run- 
1846. jeet Sing; and his offer was accepted, on the condition 
that he moved up the right bsink of the Indus, and supplied 
a garrison for JVlittenkote when it should fall, an arrange- 
ment which promised the following advantages. 

I®. The ameer would sweep away the bands of match- 
lock-men that were sure to infest the right bank of the 
river, and interrupt the communications. 

2°, There would be an appearance of two armies, one on 
each side of the Indus, the fame of which would be exag- 
gerated by the Asiatic imagination, and spread even to 
Constantinople ! 

3®. Mittentoke would be held by an ally, whose aid in 
the field of battle was not required, whereby the British 
line of operations Avould be shortened by the distance from 
that place to lloree. 

4®. If the ameer proved treacherous, which was scarcely 
to be expected, he could do no serious mischief, because 
the left bank of the Indus and the river itself w'ould still 
be commanded by the British army and flotilla ; and 
Mittenkotc would be under the control of Captain Malet 
and Mr. Curling, whose influence with Ali Moorad’s hired 
Patans was sufficient, with aii offer of higher pay, to draw 
those adventurers altogether away from that princess 
service. 

The general’s plan of operations was framed with sin- 
gular care and foresight. Mittenkotc was the first place 
of importance capable of resistance, the Seikhs w'cre busily 
strengthening the works, and its situation within the 
confluence of the Punjaub rivers, adapted it for a place of 
arms to sustain an invasion from Scindo, and to facilitate 
the sieges of Soojuabad and Mooltan, the fortresses next 
in succession. The design was therefore to make a rapid 
movement on Mittenkotc in two columns, throw a flying 
bridge over the river, and crush it at once by the concen- 
trated fire of eighty pieces of ordnance. This the general 
observed was like "killing a gnat with a sledge-hammer,’^ 
but, besides the value of time lu; knew how fengerous 
irregular warriors like the Seikhs were behind stone walls. 
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and his i)olicy was to terrify Soojuabad and Mooltan by 
this sudden overvvhehning of JNIittenkote. The movement 
against Mittenkote was to be up both banks of the river 
with the flotilla between, because, after passing Kusmorc, 
the right bank belonged to the Mazarecs — enemies — and 
as some of the troops were already on that side and the 
whole would have to be there at Mittenkote, two passages 
and time would be saved by the double movement which 
would also awe the Seikh Mazarecs. 

Ali Moorad was then to be launched with all of his 
men, not rccpiircd to garrison Mittenkote, against Dcyrah 
Ishmael, a rich town to the westward. For with a nice 
appreciation of character the general judged that the 
amccFs desire for plunder would lead him to advance 
several marches, that his fears would then make him halt, 
and thus, without misfortune to the town of Dcyrah, a 
powerful diversion w'ould be cflcctcd, which would draw 
off troops from the right bank of the Sutlej. Meanwhile 
the army, moving up the left bank upon Ooch, was to fonii 
a field depot there, fortify the place, and prepare to force 
the passage of that river; an operation judged of easy 
accomplishment, if Ali Moorad^s diversion was effectual ; 
but always mindful of that great jiriucijile of w ar, that as 
an enemy is never to be despised all available strength 
should be applied to every effort, the English leader 
resolved not only to place the whole of his siege-guns and 
field-artillery in battery on the bank, but to trfinsfcr the 
guns from the steamers to small boats to insure a prepon- 
derance of fire. When the passage was effected, he 
designed to construct a double bridge-head, armed with 
steamer guns, and by intrusting it to the Jiliawulpoor 
auxiliaries, keep his owm force and battering-train entire 
to move against Soojuabad or Mooltan. 

He had fifty-four field-guns admirably liorscd, and on 
these ho chiefly depended for defeating the Seikhs, ex- 
pecting by rapid movements to put their heavier artillery 
sooner or later into a difficulty, and then with his active 
army to hifcak their cavalry and infantry without being 
crippled, for his intention was to go far, yet not wildly. 
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CHAP. XII. lie knew his ground. He liad prepared means to raise all 
1846^ the population along the Indus as far as Deyrah Ishmael 
Gazee against the Seikhs ; and had he been permitted to 
assemble his army as he desired^ at an early period of the 
cool season^ he would have showTi the world a great game 
in war, and liurst upon Lahore at the head of fifty 
thousand fighting men long before the battle of Sobraon 
was fought. The siege of Mooltan in the second Punjaub 
war, perhaps that war itself^ Avoiild thus have been spared. 
It was otherwise ordained. 

While the Scindian British army was being assembled, 
the battle of Ferozashur was fought on the upper Sutlej, 
with so little advantage that the contending forces re- 
mained in observation on the English side of the river, 
and a powcrfid corps w^as necessarily detached under Sir 
Harry Smith to protect the communications, then menaced 
near Loodiana by an auxiliary Seikh force. In this state 
of affairs the governor-general suddenly ordered Sir 
C. Napier to direct his army on Bhawiilpoor, and repair 
himself to the great camp on the upper Sutlej ; a journey 
not to be safely made without an escort for several days, 
which would have been slow for the occasion; but the 
fighting camel corps was here figain made available and tlie 
speed w as as a courier’s. He reached the camp at Lahore 
on the 3 rd of March, yet only to find that the battle of 
Sobraon had been gained, that a treaty was in progress, 
that his well-devised campjiign was nullified, and his life 
endangered by the combined action of mental and bodily 
fatigue, for no object ! Anticipated fame, health and 
independent command had been snatched away at once ; 
and, worse than all to his s])irit, he found that wdicu the 
Punjaub w'as actually lying bound at the feet of England 
if lie had been allowed to conduct the operations as he 
had projected, the war was not to be continued by the 
main army — peace with the certain contingent of another 
war was to be substituted for complete conquest. He was 
received by the governor-general with honour and very great 
kindness ; by the soldiers with enthusiasm ; and in Durbar 
he was treated by Goolab Sing, then going to be raised to the 
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sovereignty of Cashmere, with such a marked respectful- 
ness of demeanour, as to indicate that he had adopted the 
general opinion as to the ^^nusseeb*^ or fortune of the 
Scindian conqueror, which the Beloochccs rudely expressed 
by saying it was a cubit longer than that of any other 
many But his mission was naught, and after a few days^ 
stay he had to return to Kurrachee, where he arrived in 
April, suffering in health fi^om this useless continuous 
journey of eighteen hundred miles under an Indian sun. 

While at Lahore, he saw and reflected on the tlifficultics 
arising from the advanced season, and the absolutely 
denuded state of the Britisli army, and as liis own pro- 
jected auxiliary invasion of the Punjaub, which would 
have insured entire conquest witliout imposing furtlier 
operations on the main army was set aside, lie judged 
negotiation advisable ; but his opinion was adverse to the 
general policy pursued. lie had before hostilities com- 
menced, declared his belief that the British empire in 
India was not ripe for a frontier on the ui)pcr Indus ; yet 
as circumstances had forced on this w ar and the Puiijaub 
was virtually subdued, he thought the conquest should 
and might have been consolidated without further blood- 
shed ; whereas — " if a pup2)et king like Duleep Sing, aytd a 
real monarch like Goolab were established, the battle would 
have to be fought again, rivers of blood would flow, and the 
result might be doubtfuiy lie said so, and in two years 
Mooltan, Ramnuggur, Chillianwallah and Goojerat, bore 
red-handed testimony to the truth of the prediction. 

It has been said, with sufficient authority to assume the 
fact as historical, that his projected campaign was thus 
stifled, to have his aid on the upper Sutlej, where, previous 
to the victory of Sobraon, the war bore a dark aspect. 
This was a flattering recognition of merit, but having been 
productive only of mortification and evil to the object of 
it, gives the right of examination as to the possible public 
benefit. 

Sir C. Napier with fifteen thousand men, so well 
organized, disciplined and provided, and wrought to such 
frenzied eagerness for battle, was, his great reputation 
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with the nations around considered, worth another man 
with thirty thousand; and his line of operation was, 
politically and militarily the true one for an auxiliary 
force. He had a sure base and retreat on well-fumished 
fortresses, his power would have been magnified extrava- 
gantly when he had crushed Mittenkote and invested 
Mooltan, and as nearly the whole of the warlike population 
on the left bank of the Indus were in secret communication 
with him and ready to join him in arms, he would have 
decisively influenced the operations on the upper Sutlej. 
Indeed the mere appearance of his array at Roree had so 
terrified the southern Seikhs, that the Dewan had secretly 
treated for the surrender of Mooltan; and an influential 
native in another quarter being ready to obey his secret 
orders, he was very justly confident, of reaching Lahore 
without a check, and with the Dewan and Mooltan Seikhs 
as auxiliaries. In fine the eampaign was in his hands, 
that is, using his own words, as far as man could know 
of war, for if fortune take offence she can make a straw 
ruin an army” 

Was it wise to cast away such moral and material 
advantages, to call such a general from a country and a 
people so perfectly known to him, and, no slight consider- 
ation, knowing and fearing him as though he were a 
demon in battle — to call him at a critical moment to a 
country and people of whom he knew nothing. And for 
what ? To have one man more in a council, where per- 
haps there was already one too many ; and where unless 
some very unusual arrangement was contemplated, he 
must naturally be regarded with jealousy. Ignorant of 
the resources on either side, he could only have advised 
hesitatingly, and could not act at all. Meanwhile his own 
army was thrown entirely out of the scheme of operations 
by being moved to Bhawulpoor, where it was palsied and 
without sure communications; for the river was thus 
rendered useless as a communication, and an invasion of 
Scindc was invited, which would have thrown all the 
incumbrances of the force upon the grand army. This is 
not conjectural. . It was subsequently ascertained that a 
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Seikh force was actually prepared for such a counter inva- 
sion^ and was only stopped by the negotiations after the 
battle of Sobraon. 

To overrule all these considerations^ simply to have a 
third general in council, would seem to argue a state of 
much greater peril and iiakccbicss on the Sutlej than has 
yet been made known to the public; and without pre- 
suming to censure or even to analyze the plan of campaign 
followed, it may be permitted to indicate anotlier scheme 
of operations, which might possibly have been as effectual 
with less bloodshed; and would certainly have obviated 
the necessity — if there was a necessity — for blotting Sir 
C. Napier and his army out of the campaign. 

For two years the state of the Puiij{iub had indicated 
a coming war ; and though the governor-general might 
hope by policy to avoid that extremity, there was always 
sufficient danger to warrant preparation up to the verge 
of action. To say such preparation would have provoked 
that event, is a conclusion to be reasonably denied ; and 
it is certain a contrary system did not avert the cata- 
strophe, though it did deprive the army of the resources 
required to give human confidence in the result. ’ Taking 
then as a basis, that hostilities should from the first have 
been deemed inevitable, it follows, that the most x)owerful 
military means to sustain a war should have been com- 
bined with judicious policy to prevent one ; and the time 
required for warlike preparation, could certainly have 
been most easily gained by negotiations to stave off a 
conflict altogether. A war and peace policy would thus 
have marched together for a certain time, and the following 
dispositions would have placed the army in a better con- 
dition as to its communications, than it was previous to 
the victory of Sobraon ; they would also have enabled it 
to decide the war by one great action, instead of fighting 
five times ere its own safety was insured. 

Lahore was the Seikhs’ base of operations, and they had 
several lines of invasion open. 

First, To pass the Sutlej near Ferozepoore, or at 
Hureekee, as really happened. 
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CHAP. XII. Second. To pass the Beas, and the upper Sutlej near 
1846. Loodiana^ as the force defeated at Aliwal did do. 

Third. To pass the Sutlej below Ferozepoorc, and, 
crossing the desert by Scersa, menace Delhi. 

In the first .and second cases, the Seikhs might have 
marclicd forward in mass, or, intrenching themselves, 
have detached their numerous cavalry to ravage the 
country up to Delhi. The problem to be solved was 
therefore how to dispose the British .army, th.at, while 
remaining on the defensive, it could yet bafilc those three 
courses of invasion without losing command of the initia- 
tory impulse if circumstances gave it the right to strike 
first. To effect this solution, Fcrozcpoorc should h.avc 
been considered, not .as the key and pivot of the oi)er.ations 
u]ion which the army was to gather, but as an isolated 
point to be thrown on its own resources. It should h<avc 
been furnished with stores as a place of arms, and with 
the means of bxadging the Sutlej ; it should have been 
strengthened with an intrenched camp to be occupieil 
with a moveable corps of .all arms, ten thousand strong at 
the lowest, and so have been left to itself. 

This arrangement would have obviated the necessity of 
the flank march from Loodiana down the left bank of the 
Sutlej to succour it, such as occurred. Ccirtainly an un- 
military iiunch, for that river did not cover the British 
army, being fordable in m.auy places, and it was actually 
passed by the enemy during the movement ; in fine it w.as 
a line of march which could not have been adopted before 
a skilful ^nemy. The Seikh general showed no ability, 
and yet that flank march enabled him to fight the danger- 
ous and indecisive battles of Moodkee and Ferozashur, 
mid involved an after-necessity on the British side for 
Smithes opcr.ations to clear the communications. But if 
Fcrozcpoorc had been originally shaken off as a detached 
poiid;, the main army could Jiavc been assembled in masses 
at and about Loodiana and Sirhind ; using those towns 
and Tlmballah as secondary places of arms and communi- 
cating with Delhi.' In this position, having the cavalry 
thrown out on the wings to protect \hc country on each 
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flank against any sudden aetion of the Seikh irregidar 
horsemen, the army, pi-ovided with means for throwing a 
permanent bridge over the Sutlej and having a flying bridge 
for further operations, might have calmly awaited the dc- 
vclopn^ent of the Punjaub troubles after giving notice to 
the Lahore Durbar, that any Seikh movement towards the 
Sutlej, or even the funiishing of their troops with means to 
take the field, would be considered a declaration of war. 

Thus prepared with a declared policy and a iKiwerful 
array, the British chief, when the- Seikhs, as really haj)- 
pened, issued pay and ammunition to their troops and 
consulted astrologers as to the fortunate hour for action, 
could have called in his cavalry, laid his permanent bridge 
over the Sutlej, avoided the left bank altogether, and 
taking post on the Beas, have thrown his pontoon bridge 
and fortified a head on the further side of that river. This 
movement would have inevitably stopped the Seikh army, 
and yet have permitted further negotiations, not unlikely 
to succeed when thus vigorously supported. 

If those negotiations failed, the command of all the 
movements .offensive or defensive would have remained 
with the British army. For if the Seikhs attempted to 
pass the Sutlej below the confluence of the Boas, they 
could be opposed in front by the corps at Fcrozepoorc, 
while the main army, crossing the Beas, fell on their flank 
and cut them off from Lahore. If they attempted to 
force the Beas itself, the main army could receive the 
attack with every advantage ; while the corps from Fcrozc- 
poorc, by means of their bridge and the fords, either passed 
the Sutlej at Hurcekee to menace the cnemy^s flank, or 
at Erarcese to support the defence of the Beas. 

But the Seikhs would never have attempted such diffi- 
cult operations, and must have remained passive in defence 
while Sir C. Napier^s army was operating from tlic side of 
Mooltan on their flank and rear ; and if, as is most pro- 
bable, the Seikh general intrenched a position to cover 
Lahore and Umritzer, the British army on the Beas and 
the auxiliary force at Ferozepoore, passing the Sutlej and 
the Beas simultaneously by means of their respective 
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bridges and at tlie fords, could liavc united to deliver a 
decisive battle which would have given them the capital, 
possibly the whole country, and would certainly have 
brought them to the Chenaub, or the Jelum, where Sir 
C. Napier^s force could, if necessary, have joined. 

If the battle was adverse to the British, their retreat 
over the Beas and Sutlej was secure ; and if driven from 
those lines, Perozepoorc olFcrcd a reluge for its own corps 
while the main body took a new line behind the upper 
Sutlej as at the opening of tlic campaign : meanwhile Sir 
C, Napier^s operations would prevent the Seikhs from 
vigorously following up their victory. Now quitting this 
hypothetical campaign to resume the story of the adminis- 
tration of Seinde, it shall be shown that the field of battle 
is not the only place where heroic conduct can be dis- 
[ilayed by an officer. 

At Kurrachce Sir C. Napier, although suffering from ill- 
ness, resumed his unceasing cares for the people committed 
to his charge, lie could not indeed help seeing that he wjis 
a man looked to in danger and dilficulty, but overlooked in 
the distribution of honours and treated with contumely 
when fear did not enforce respect ; but with a noble scorn 
he pushed base usage aside in his pursuit of the real great- 
ness belonging to a discharge of liis duty to a whole pcoi)lo. 

I do not pretend he said ^^that T am not chfigrincd at 
being a man marked by the government. This has been 
made evident in many ways. Nothing has been done for 
my staff in the hill campaign ; which would not have been 
the case I imagine under any other general, and I receive 
no redress or even answers to my complaints of injuries. 
As to rcwfirds T can only act as I have always professed — 
namely that those who arc to receive them arc not the 
men to dictate. Ilardingc and Gough are both my seniors. 
Smith however is only a colonel, and is made a baronet — 
that is very marked, why I know not nor do I care — 1 
have worked and do work from motives of honour and 
right feeling, and because I love work, and if the minis- 
ters have not the same right feejing I cannot help it.^^ 

It was his fortune that while thus personally maltreated. 
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nearly every possible natural ill should be accumulated to 
bar the progress of Scinde under his government, as if to 
prove the unyielding energy of spirit which could sus- 
tain both burthens and stUl work through to good. It 
has been shown how war, pestilence, locusts, anomfilous 
overflowing of the Indus, scarcity, predatory invasions, 
and the previous tyranny of the ameers, were combined 
with the hostility of the Court of Directors and the foul 
practices of the factious Bombay authorities to produce 
disasters, thus tormenting his administration during the 
first three years — and liow the fourth year was opened by 
the mortification of being called away from that gallant 
army, which with such unexampled pains and surprising 
rapidity he and his ofilcers Inid organized for the field, at 
the moment when with a natural ambition he looked for 
increase of reputation. 

Tliere was still a crowning ill in store. In June the 
cholera came to Kurrachec with more than its usual 
terrors and havoc. It had appeared amongst the natives 
in May, not severely, but gradually accpiiring intensity 
until the night of the 14th of June, wlicii it struck all 
people, soldiers, Europeans and sepoys, with such a sudden 
fearful mortality, that to feel it was to drop, and to dro]) 
was death. Fear seized every breast, the cooks, butchers 
and bakers died or fled with the panic-stricken mass of tlic 
population to the open country, where without food, water, 
help, or cover from the sun, thet^ in its raging season, 
nearly all perished and the land was covered with cJircases. 

The soldiers rushing, some to the hospitals others from 
them, were very much excited, and in one place some 
commissariat carts laden with spirits, which were imagined 
to be an antidote, were on the point of being seized w hen 
the town and cantonments would have* been overwhelmed 
w ith madness as well as death. Soon the general appeared 
with his staff, issuing the necessary directions for re-esta- 
blishing order and system, and recalling men to their senses 
and duties; for seeing that some panic prevailed in a 
quarter where the utmost devotion was necessary, and 
some drunkenness amongst the hospital attendants, he 
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infused new vigour by aiding tlie sufferers himself, helping 
to carry the dying to the wards, rubbing their convulsed 
limbs, and encouraging all to bear up as they would on a 
battle-field. 

This terrible visitation continued to scourge the place 
from the 14th to the 18th unceasingly, and if it had not 
then abated the whole station would have been destroyed ; 
for in its mitigated form, the deaths on the 30th of June 
were one hundred and twenty of the people besides 
soldiers ! Every tw'cnty-four hours the general and his 
staff, twice visited every ward and every man in the 
hospitals, besides taking measures for reassuring the popu- 
lation — a fearful duty, because of the horrible agonies of 
the sufferers. The labour was also great. The different 
hospitals were far asunder, the nearest more tlum a mile 
from his house, and in that dreadful heat and on that 
dreadful duty, they must have passed over twenty to 
twenty-five miles each day besides the exertions of person- 
ally aiding the patients. The dying men with look and 
voice expressed satisfaction at having their genenil near 
them in their pains, and he, seeing that moral influences 
would be at least as efficacious as medicines, though he 
was debilitated by previous sickness, nerved body and soul 
for the task without any shrinking of cither, even when 
the plague smote his own home — ^licavily smote it. 

The child of his nephew, John Napier, first died and 
was buried, its mother, being then on the eve of giving 
birth to another ; and the next evening the young father, 
whose affliction had not lessened his efforts to help others, 
was laid in the same grave ! llis years were few, and he 
had no opportunity of gaining that distinction in arms 
which with a chafed spirit he constantly sought, for he was 
a lion’s cub ! He found instead a death of agony, ,and 
obscure for such an ardent soldier; yet it was on the 
straight path of honourable duty, which he followed with- 
out faltering when danger was more rife and intrepidity 
more needfiil than on the field of battle. 

It was computed that seven thousand persons, more 
than a third of the population of the town and canton- 
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mcnts, died in the few days the horrible pestilence lasted ; 
and the deaths in the country around being added not 
less than sixty thousand persons perished. The Angel of 
Death had passed over the land with sounding pinions and 
all were dismayed. 

This mysterious disease/^ said Sir C. Napier, writing 
at the time, ^^principally attacks the finest and the 
Rtrongest men. I separated the regiments as quickly as my 
deficiency of carriage enabled me, but nothing would stop 
tlic vehement progress of the sickness for the first three 
days. Afterw'ards, that is to say ‘from the night of the 
17th, its virulence seemed mitigated, and on the 18th it 
became infinitely milder. Tliis day, the 19th not more 
than fifteen soldiers have died, and the medical men 
expect that to-morrow it will pass away. It is a strange 
and mysterious sickness and defies reflection to account 
for it. In some it appeared with violent convulsions, 
dreadful to behold; in others all was calmness, they came 
into hospital placid and silent. Not one of these quiet 
ones lived many hours, but the cries of the others were 
prolonged and very painful to hear. 

I believe many medical men hold that water is bad in 
cholera ; this seems a great error ; some of the most violent 
cases appeared to give way to repeated draughts of cold 
water. At first it was thrown up, but after two or three 
rejections remained on the stomach, and the patient reco- 
vered. All were continually calling for water, and 
especially for soda-water, which happily was manufactured 
at Kurr.achcc, and thousands and thousands of bottles 
have been drunk. I greatly encouraged the surgeons to 
give water, because, seeing death was inevitable, I thought 
it cruel to add the pains of intense thirst ; and I happened 
by a strange accident to have seen in the newspaper, the 
morning of the day cholera broke out, an advertisement 
by a medical man, asserting the beneficial effects of cold 
water in cholera ; his description tallied exactly with what 
I observed in the hospitals, and I am persuaded it is 
correct to give water. I endure great anxiety from this 
sickness, and from fear of the station being destroyed by 
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famine, and the sun is hot beyond anything we have yet 
experienced in Scinde ; however, generally speaking, until 
this blow fell we had been remarkably healthy/^ 

Notwithstanding the great diminution of the population 
by death and by flight, food became very scarce, because 
distant people, dreading infection, would not come in with 
supplies, and every horror menaced tlie station. Shocking 
also was the reflection that the disease had been exacer- 
bated — and would have been more so but for the accidental 
presence of the soda-water manufactory — because sanction 
for bringing the Mullyeer river to Kurrachee had been 
neglccited. Tlic Kurrachee water, holding many delete- 
rious substances in solution, predisposed the viscera to 
accept tbc disease, and aggravated its development. Sir 
C. Napier, as already shown, had been for two years pre- 
pared to supply good water, but never could he get even 
an answer to his solicitations on the subject — ‘‘ and for the 
klnfs offence the people died ! 

This official procrastination clogged or retarded almost 
every measure of importance. The formation of the 
baggage corps had been delayed for two years, and the 
names of the oflicers of the irregular corps which had been 
formed were long withheld from the Gazette, so they 
could only draw their pay on account, to their discontent 
and public inconvenience. Above seventy thousand pounds 
also had been disbursed under the supreme government's 
orders for various objects, yet the regular official sanctions 
were retarded, and thus the public accounts were thrown 
into confusion, the accountants into difficulties. 

It was so likewdse with respect to Ali Moorad's treaty, 
which he was imiiaticnt to have concluded ; and it was 
very essential that it should be arranged, because the 
rumour of restoring the ameers, sounding like his death- 
knell, urged him to look for alliances and support inde- 
pendent of the British. Yet no effort coidd extract any 
decision or any intimation on the subject, the treaty was 
neither confirmed nor abrogated, a profoimd silence was 
maintained on the subject. 

Sir C. Napier attributed this state of things to a 
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malicious feeling in official persons, civil and military, who CHAP. Xll. 
having thwarted Lord Ellenborough for reasons before 
mentioned, now transferred their hostility to him as one 
of that noblcman^s successful generals. Sir Henry Ilar- 
dingc, new to Indian affairs, and hjiving a great war and 
negotiation on his hands, naturjilly referred such matters 
to the subordinate authorities, secretaries and boards, with 
whom to embarrass the governor of Scinde was a maxim 
of state. Oh let Scinde wait ” was the official password, 
and hence all measures of a beneficial tendency depending 
on such persons, w'crc held in abeyance or entirely abated, 
and the action of the Scinde administrative policy had no 
adc(piatc scope. 

^nt is thus,^^ he observed, that I am lamed in my course, 
for if I make fight, both I and Sir Henry Hardingc will be 
overwhelmed with an enormous correspondence from every 
department to prove that they Jirc quite right ; and after 
two or three years of this work it will be settled that I am 
a very zealous but entirely wrong-judging person, and ill 
informed of what is required in government. The game 
is not worth the candle, when that candle is my life, wliich 
must sink under such additional vexatious work. Where- 
fore, when justice to individuals or to bodies is involved I 
am stiff, but wlicre the evil only affects the government I 
let tilings go their own gait ; the publie suffers indeed, but 
I cannot help that w^hen every remedial effort only makes 
matters worse. I wOl not sacrifice the primary considera- 
tion of forwarding the civilization and prosperity of Scinde, 
to waste my time and my bodily strength in useless con- 
tests with factious official people ; I am content, if they so 
please, to do nothing, but I wdll not do mischief ! 

Though cribbed and constrained by such arts, all that 
depended on his own authority made rapid progress, for it 
was well said of him at the time of the cholera, That Remarks on 
neither age, nor exhausting toil, nor gathering dangers, outrsmra'work, 
nor broken health, nor the greatness of the public calamity, 
nor the stings of private sorrow could make his heart published by 
falter, or shake his spirit in the performance of his duty.” Itidgway. 

The advancement of agriculture, of commerce, of popu- 
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CHAP. XII. lation and of revenue was astonishing. The most expe- 
ls rienced men had judged it hopeless for many years to 
make the country pay even its own civil expenses^ and in 
1843-4 the revenue had been only nine lacs ; yet such was 
the power of his formula of government, that in 1844-5 
it was twenty-seven hies — in 1845-6 the financial year 
ending in April, it was forty lacs, of which thirty-one, or 
three hundred and ten thousand pounds sterling were 
surplus paid into the general treasury, after defraying the 
whole cost of civil administration including more than two 
thousand policemen horse and foot, all excellent soldiers ! 
Yet the ameers^ taxes had been reduced one-half, and no 
new ones imposed, while the cost of the civil government 
by vigilance and economy was kept stationary. 

This steady augmentation of surplus revenue was sure 
to increase under the powerful administrative machinery 
developed, which was attaining every day more regularity 
and precision and was attended by an increasing commerce 
and agricultiu’o. Each half-year also cancelled some 
current expenses, which had been re(|uircd for the first 
establishment of government, but which were not to be 
permanent, sucli as tlic construction of barracks and for- 
tifications. A tliorough clearing out of the canals Mas 
another enforced outlay of a temporary nature, because 
that duty had hitherto of necessity been trusted to the 
kardars to whom it belonged under the ameers ; and who 
had taken advantage of the times to redouble their usual 
frauds ; but now the organization of a canal department 
under Major Scott being completed, a general survey 
made, and the water-levels all over Scindc ascertained with 
• great cost and labour, a scientific system was laid down, 
and the whole of the canal and water system was taken 
out of the kardars’ hands. 

On the new system a far greater extent of country would 
have been irrigated, and at a diminished cost, augmenting 
the revenue both ways; but the principal improvement 
would have been the establishing of sluice-gates, so com- 
bined that the waters of the Indus were entirely con- 
trolled, whether in flood or in recession, whereas previously 
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they had rioted capriciously both for production and CHAP. XII. 
destruction. Thus in June and July the country was 
always an expanse of water in which grain shot up msu*- 
vellously ; but often the water would recede anomalously^ 
leaving the plants to the raging sun, which they could, 
from the moisture left, sustain for a time, and if a second 
inundation came quickly the harvest was sure to be rich 
and heavy ; but if the refreshing flood did not return, as 
often happened, or was not high enough to fill the carfals, 
the crops perished, and in conjunction with the lower 
levels which were always swampy, produced promiscuofls 
crops of grain, weeds and fever ! Tlicse evil changes and 
results would have been corrected by the sluice-gates, 
and yet at first, the ignorant people thought this control- 
ling of the waters was designed to withhold it and starve 
them ! The Bombay faction greedily recorded those 
foolish apprehensions as proofs of general disaffection ; but 
soon the cloud passed away, and the conquered would 
have rejoiced in this new benefit from the conquest. 

llic conqueror did rejoice at having established a 
system which in a few years would have been tlioroughly 
understood, and which by controlling the action of sun 
and moisture on an alluvial soil, was sure to render 
Scinde one vast farm for cotton, indigo, sugar, wheat 
and all minor grains. lie had now also the satisfaction 
to find that the merchant cafilas, which had previously 
gone from Khclat by Beila to the Gedrosian port of Plan i. 
Soonomccanee, the rival of Kurrachcc, had, from the 
security of Scindc under his government, changed their 
route, descending by Sehwan to Kurrachcc ; which thus 
by the mere force of justice, with an inferior harbour, 
had usurped the whole trade. Soonomecance was then 
deprived of its mercantile value, and Sir C. Napier dropped 
the negotiations for its purchase. He had however already 
raised the revenue of Bombay very largely by stopping 
the smuggling of opium from Scinde; and had good 
reason to say the conquest was a most profitable one R?thbTrne”s 
for the Company and for England. For the Company so 
enormously profitable, that in the suppression of opium App.xvi. 
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smuggling only, it must be reckoned by millions, and 
would be almost incredible if the proofs were not so clear 
and irrefragable. The facts* arc indeed still perverted in 
parliament, or withheld from the public, but from this 
source alone the Company have by the conquest of Scinde 
derived millions of pounds sterling ! 

Notwithstanding all these facts, false statements of the 
expense, and equally false returns of the number of troops 
employed, were palmed on the parliament with the object 
of discrediting Sir C. Napicr^s labours — but while loud 
cKes were raised against the number of troops quai’tcred 
in Scinde there was really a strong aversion on the part 
of the Bombay faction and its unworthy abettors in 
England to have them reduced, because that would have 
publicly demolished all their libels as to the feelings of 
the people towards their conqueror. Those feelings were 
not as was said, hatred and discontent ; they were of 
reverence of attachment and of admiration, which grew 
stronger and were more unequivocally shown as the re- 
sult of his protecting and encouraging legislation became 
more developed ; and those results, however great, would 
have been much greater but for the two interrui)ting wars 
which had occurred — that against the hillmcn in the 
beginning of 1845 and that of the Punjaub in the begin- 
ning of 1816 — ^which engrossed all the mental and bodily 
energies of the general and his oflBcers, day and night, 
leaving no margin for thought or intervention as to ci\'il 
improvements. Many months^ action of the energy which 
had marked every day by some measure of peaceful utility, 
were thus forcibly abstracted from the three years which 
tlie civil administration of Scinde had now lasted; and 
it has been before shown how vexed and tormented those 
years were by natural visitations, by the foulness of 
factions, and the negligence and enmity of power. 
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Wearied of cxile^ or believing the Talpoor dynasties 
would be finally restored, the Lion sent vakeels in the 
summer of 18 l(> to treat for his return to Sciiidc, but 
being referred to the governor-general, broke off the ne- 
gotiation and remained in the Punjaub. This notion of 
restoring the ameers had been, as already shown, industri- 
ously promulgated by the Bombay faction. Tri England 
also Lord Ashley had moved parliament in their behalf ; 
and without any accurate knowledge of affairs to warrant 
interference, he so stirred himself, as to merit being classed 
with the persons described by Napoleon as Brave blun- 
derers who with all possible good intentions, do all possible 
mischief The ameers therefore, thinking him a sure 
support, had through their Bombay confederates an- 
nounced, that a paper given by Lord Ashley to their 
vakeels in London, contained an assurance to themselves, 
that they were to live as private gentlemen close to the 
frontiers of Scindc. That paper indeed said, they would 
not be allowed to do so, but it suited the faction to leave 
out the negative, and hence the story ran, that they were 
to be conveniently planted for raising commotions in their 
lost dominions. 

This prospect produced consternation all over Scinde, 
and the sirdars of the Talpoor family were most alarmed. 
The ameers^jyjjgji^^g^^ not live quietly, they must 
conspire. Belooch honour would compel the Talpooree 
nobles to join them, and thus ruin would fall on all, for 
their power would be naught against Sir C. Napier, and 
their treason would give him the right to destroy them. 
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CHAP. XIII. They earnestly deprecated the return of the ameers and 
wished for no change. The Scindee population was less 
concerned. Believing equally in the power of the British 
general^ and feeling only hatred for their former tyrants, 
they were able and willing to defend their newly-acquired 
independence; but the Hindoos were so frighted that 
some of the richest merchants instantly transferred their 
money to other countries, and prepared to follow it with 
their families. Thus commerce was seriously checked, 
and doubt and dread pervaded the whole community, as 
the concocters of the falsehood designed: nor was the 
distrust entirely removed by a proclamation which was 
immediately issued by the general to contradict the report. 

Over these shameless artifices Sir C. Napier grieved, as 
they were injurious to the public and hurtful to private 
persons ; but as they aifected himself he treated them with 
contempt. I wish,^^ he said, " jilcnary success to them. 
1 wish they may restore the ameers, and withdraw all our 
troops — in one year anarchy would be at its height. Tlie 
poor indeed, of all countries bear much before they resist ; 
but the poor of Scindc have now justice, work and high 
wages ; and the rich have all they had before and more, for 
now they can keep their riches. The merchants have 
security, all classes have the benefit of a vast reduction of 
taxation, and twenty thousand soldiers with their followers 
spend money. Let the ameers be restored and the poor 
will get plenty of work, but no wages, justice will dis- 
appear, the rich will be plundered to form a new treasury, 
and will hold their jagheers at the caprice of despots, 
instead of fixed law ; the merchants will again be 
squeezed, the old pernicious taxation will be renewed, and 
the cutting of throats will be resumed as a virtue.” 

Whether there was any intention of restoring the ameers, 
is not publicly known, but a change of government at 
home happened at this time, quitting 

the Board of Control, wrote to SurlT^irCrlTapier that 
he approved of all he had done, acknowledged the difficul- 
ties overcome, and thanked him for his exertions in the 
public service ! This unendurable provocation from the 
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man who had encouraged and supported his enemies^ and 
condemned what he now acknowledged to be meritorious, 
proved the abject submission with which that man had 
obeyed the Court of Directors. He was thu^nswere^^i^ 
I have the honour to thank you for youTnetter of the 
7th of July, which however places me in a position dis- 
tressing to any man of proper feelings. I m^an that of 
obligation for expressions of private kindness, while as 
president of the Board of Control you have refiised me 
justice. Your lordship refers to the difficulties which I 
have had to encounter in Scinde. The gi’eatcst, and the 
only painful one, has arisen from your lordship^s conduct 
relative to Major Outrara. While I have strictly obeyed, 
though with mental uneasiness, the orders to be silent, 
issued by the governor-general to myself and to Major 
Outram, that officer has been not only allowed, but by 
your lordsliip^s silence, encouraged to assail me in the 
public prints and in a book ! I now find also, from Lord 
Ilardinge, that your lordship had long ago resolved that I 
should not receive support from government. 

My lord, you must excuse me for saying, that if my 
conduct ill Scinde deserved the approbation which it 
received from her Majesty, from Parliament, from the 
Court of Directors, and from yourself, it also deserved a 
better return than the injustice I have received from your 
lordship.^^ 

Having given this merited rebuke to Lord Kipon Sir C. 
Napier, hearing that Scinde was to be placed under civil 
authorities from Bombay, and knowing how much error 
was afloat in England as to his government, thought it 
proper to instruct Lord llipon^s successor. Sir John Hob- 
house, as to the true state of affairs and the probable 
results of such an arrangement. In that view, he sent him 
the following memoir which, though composed in a few 
hours amidst pressing public business, displays the true 
aspect of the government and evinces the writer^s power of 
generalization. 

State of the People . — ^The people of Scinde are wild, 
uneducated, warlike, and a noble nation, if the word 
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CHAP. XIII. nation can be applied to men who have no national 
18.16. feelings, no union whatever. They arc divided into tribes, 
some stationary, some nomadic. All are addicted to rob- 
we can call their acts by those names ; 
but that would not be strictly just, because no law existed 
under the ameers against such crimes, in wliich those 
princes largely participated. A few general rules did 
exist, but they were so open to every species of corrupt 
influence that it is an abuse of terms to call them laws. 
They only applied, if applied at all, to the first of the three 
races inhabiting Scindc, namely Bcloochccs, Scindees, and 
Hindoos. The Bcloochees arc Mahomedans and, until the 
conquest, were the masters; — the other two were their 
slaves. The Scindees were serfs, over whom every petty 
Belooch chief held the power of life and death, and used 
that power freely. In reality there was no law, and each 
tribe protected itself in the following curious way. 

Tribe A being in want robbed tribe B, which remained 
passive for a longer or shorter jieriod according to circum- 
stances. When the proper time came, B, having perhaps 
a quarrel with tribe C, proposes pardon to A if it will help 
B to rob C ; which aid and a small compensation for the 
original robbery made up the quarrel between A and B. 
This rotatory system of plunder was general, and thus 
pressing necessity was relieved by what may be called 
forced loans; and between these attacks on each other, the 
plunder of travellers, and the levying of "black maiP^ on 
caravans, intervened. The black mail and a limited but 
existing commerce, enabled the tribes to live in a country 
where neither lodging, nor clothing nor (iring arc needed; 
and where the greatest chief lives under a mat stretched 
on poles cut from the jungle. It is true that the richer 
Hindoos had houses in towns; but built of mud, and 
purposely made wretched in appearance, or the ameers 
would have squeezed from their owners large sums of 
money. This system to us is robbery ; for them a conven- 
tional arrangement, understood, and producing no very 
bitter feelings anlongst the tribes. At the same time it 
prevented in a great measure (except amongst chiefs) 
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intermarriages ; for evident reasons each tribe kept itself 
pure and distinct. 

With regard to murder, it is still a sort of rude natural 
law, understood and rigidly maintained. If a man of tribe 
A seduces a woman of tribg B, her friends kill both, 
a blood-feud arises, and the two tribes become deadly 
enemies unless they have joined to slay both culprits. 
But if a man of A seduces a woman of B, and her relations 
kill her, while the man escapes, there will be a blood-feud, 
because a man of A has caused the death of a woman of B, 
and the first man of A that CJm be caught is slain ; but 
then the feud would cease. 

I have said the first man of A caught, is slain, but tlie 
man so sacrificed is unconnected with the criminal, and 
his family make no remonstrances ; they admit the justice 
of the act yet secretly vow a private feud against the man 
of B who actually slew their relation, and they will watch 
for years and finally slay him or some of his family in 
revenge — thus the public balance of murder is again uneven 
and both tribes take arms. These private feuds arc not 
blamed, it would be dishonouring to neglect them, I have 
traced this running account of blood through several 
generations, on several occasions, and one recently between 
the Bull-foot Noomrees and the Choola Nonmrees ” — 
the first our subjects, the last our neighbours. They kneAV 
I would not let them fight, and so made me umpire. 
Originally of one family they split about a hundred years 
ago, and their feud comes doAvn to this day. They 
embraced in my presence with a peculiar ceremony, the 
Choola making the first advance to the Bull-foot chief as 
the head of all the Noornrcc tribes. Their expression, 
Avhen I recommended reconciliation, was, ^^That my sword 
was stronger than their sAVords, and what I ordered must 
be obeyed.^^ When reconciliation takes place it is not 
unusual for the murderer to give a sister or daughter in 
marriage to the next of kin of the slain ; and I have knoAvn 
the daughter of the murdered man given to the murderer. 
Educated to expect this, it is not such a hardship on the 
girl as it would be with us. 


CHAP. xin. 
1846. 



304 


SIR CHARLES NAPlER^S 


CHAP. XIII. 
1846. 


From the time a blood-feud begins, an exact account is 
kept, and until an equal number are slain on each side no 
peace can be — sometimes not even then. So accurately is 
this account kept, that wounds which do not prove fatal 
arc set down. All this we^call murder, with them it is 
only fatal duelling, and not so bad as our duelling, for we 
liave law protection if we choose to seek it. But in the 
ameers’ time, these men had no law, and no other protec- 
tion; wherefore robber and murderer docs not justly apply 
to them. 

As to petty thieving it is scfirccly known — a little in the 
large towns ; and in our cantonments which are infested 
wdth the lowest blackguards from Bombay. 

These divisions amongst the tribes prevented their 
having any national feeling or any attachment whatever 
to their late rulers the cx-ameers. I saw this when I first 
arrived, and when the conquest happened I turned it to 
account by giving each chief all he possessed before the 
battle of Mccance, and with it a secure title which he had 
not before ; for under the ameers no man who was not 
very strong was sure of his jaghcer. The nobles were 
thus attached to an order of things which confers advan- 
tages they never before possessed ; and I acquire knowledge 
of their feelings as to government from the collectors — 
especially Captain Rathbornc the collector of Hyderabad, 
w ho lives on intimate terms with the most powerful, and 
is an officer of great ability. 

System of Government , — I shall now state my mode of 
governing such rude tribes. Having secured the confi- 
dence of the chiefs as to their possessions, my next object 
was gradually to subvert their power over their Scindcc 
and Hindoo slaves — ^not called so, but so in fact. The 
abolition of slavery by order of the supreme government 
gave the first blow to this, as far as their purchased African 
slaves were concerned. The second step was to hear all 
complaints made by the poor of ill-treatment perpetrated 
by Englishmen or Beloochees. This produced a feeling 
that justice and protection to all would be found under 
the British rule. The third step was to deprive the chiefs 
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of the power of inflicting death, torture, or any other CHAP. XIII. 

punishment ; and force them to refer to our magistrates 

for justice against offenders. This in some measure 

lowered the cliicfs in the estimation of their retainers; 

hut it raised the latter in their -own estimation. The 

fourth step was to abolish the abominable old Indian 

system of regulating labour by a tariff'. I threw open the 

market for labour, and w'ages rose, to 3^/. and id. a day, 

having been before forced, unpaid labour, or nearly *so. 

This met with opposition from Englishmen, and, strange 
to say, I have hardly been able entirely to enforce the ride 
yet ! I have heard that a tariff on labour prevails very 
much in 1 ndia at this moment. I do not know this from 
personal experience, and can hardly believe in the existence 
of such foul injustice and tyranny tow<ards the labouring 
class. However by this measure I have so improved the 
condition and feelings of the poor, that I doubt, if govern- 
ment were so unwise as to restore the ameers, that the 
latter could hold their position for six months : all would 
be confusion and bloodshed. 

I deprived all persons of the right of bearing arms in 
public except the chiefs; for them it would have been an 
indignity; and I doubt if they would have borne it so 
patiently as they have other rules more fatal to their 
supremacy as feudal chiefs. Had I suppressed their ai’ms 
discontent would have united them in a common cause 
and healed their feuds, Avhercas by leaving them their 
swords and shields I added to their consequence and 
flattered their vanity. Their followers would care little 
for the deprivation unless worked up to anger by their 
chiefs ; but if so worked, they would have been fierce and 
ready to use their arms instead of relinquishing them. 

All was received with good feeling. Meanwhile the Scin- 
dees and Hindoos, Avho were never allowed to wear arms, 
acquired importance, and were pleased to find themselves 
on a level with their former tyrants — the latter being 
pulled down while they were raised — and were no longer 
awed by the Belooch scimitar which had before been 
drawn and fatally applied upon the slightest provocation. 

X 
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CHAP. Xill. It is now man to man, and the Sciiulec is as good as the 
Beloochee, allowing for the habitual fear of the slave. 
Emancipation cannot at once remove that, and 1 see it 
still to prevail, especially when the reports arc spread by 
some of the infamous Jndian newspapers that the ameers 
arc to be restored. 

A letter arrived last Christmas from the ameers, stating, 
that Lord Ashley had written to say, they were to live on 
the frontier as private gcutlcrami ! I am unable to say 
wliat truth there was in this, but the Hindoo merchants 
believed it, and in consequence sent their money to 
Muscat and Bombay and prepared to abandon Scinde. 
The first notice we had of it was from a great chief, the 
nepheAv of the ameers, wlio stood by them to the last 
against us. He possesses a principality which I restored 
to him to honour his faith towards his family; for he 
fought at Meeance at Hyderabad and in the desert ; but 
when Shore IMohamed (the Lion) fled from Scinde this 
man laid his sword at my feet. lie is very clever and has 
heartily entered into the English habits, improving Ids 
‘land, and adopting civilization. He said I am ruined, 
and so arc numbers of oiliers if this news l)e true ; for we 
must join the ameers in a conspiracy to overthrow the 
English government, and shall be overtlirown. Eor God’s 
sake tell your government to let us alone, we are happy and 
getting rich; but all of Talpoor blood must join our chiefs 
if you let them come near us, and as to their living quiet 
as private gentlemen that is nonsense.” 

And if the ameers do come assuredly blood will be 
spilled ; not by the people, but the great chiefs who will be 
influenced by family honour, and as this chief said, ruined. 
His words were emjdiatic. ^^The first time 1 was received 
by tlic general as a brave and faithful soldier, and I have 
received from him all and more than all 1 had before; but 
if I fight him again I shall be a traitor and can have no 
claim on his mercy.” Speaking thus to Captain Rath- 
borne, this prince became very animated, and taking a jug 
of water that stood near filled a glass, saying, " You Eng- 
lish are a very odd people, you have conquered Scinde, 
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vou have done us good, all is full like this glass, but 
instead of drinking you throw all away thus” — and he 
poured the water on the floor, alluding to the return of 
the ameers. 

The prohibition to appear armed has tended more than 
most things to keep the people orderly and prevent mur- 
ders and feuds arising from the sudden m ratli peculiar to 
men of hot climates. 

Coliection of Rci^cnur , — I divided Scindc into three great 
eollectoratcs, placing at the head of each a collector with 
deputies under him, English ofliccrs. They arc all magis- 
trates, but with restricted powers as to punishment. To 
them 1 gave the whole establishment employed by the 
ameers for collecting money and inflicting vengean(!e ; as 
to punishing moral crimes those princes never interfered ; 
the only crime in their eyes was disobediouee of their 
orders, and those orders had but two objects — amassing 
money and administering to their debaucheruis. The last 
was only painful to certain individuals. Tlic first opened 
a door to great and general calamities — ^injustice, torture, 
and ruin to the country at large. Tlicir macliines for extor- 
tion were the kcu'dtfrs, the head m(;n in each village uho 
eollceted the taxes ; the umhardars who took charge of the 
grain wlnui collected for the ameers. Both kardars and 
umbardars had lluar fanuHars to execute their orders; 
and what those orders were depended generally on what 
the kardar himself was, but not ahvays, as the following 
facts show. If grain w^as high the ameers orderc‘d the 
kardai s to sell it at a certain price beyond the highest in 
the market, and to send the amount rceedved at once to 
the treasury. The kardar assembled the richest ])(JOi)lc of 
his district, compelling each to take a portion of tJic grain 
and pay instantly tlni ameers' price, perhaps more for their 
own jnofit. If any refused he was hanged by the thumbs 
to abeam and a hot ramrod was placed between his thighs. 
The money being thus collected — God help the kardar it 
it was not — each zemindar, or farmer, took his forced 
purchase away and divided it in like manner, and with 
like permastony amongst his ryots or labourers, who, being 
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poorer, had a larger allowance of hot ramrods and other 
tortures. The kardar in such cases could not help himself 
if he would; Init it generally gave him opportunity to 
extort money for his own profit. 

All these kardars and unibardars I made over to tlie 
new magistrates to work with, and thus enlisted a large 
body of influential men in favour of the compiest. They 
of course robbed us at first as the Englisli oflicers were 
ignorant of what ought to be paid ; Init now the collectors 
know their work well, and from their systematic military 
habits and experience of men they quickly got the whole 
machinery into high order, working liard, and the revenue 
rapidly improved and will yet improve. The collectors and 
their deputies keep diaries, Avhich are sent to me weekly 
and I thus learn what goes on in each district. They are 
read to me by the secretary to the government. Captain 
Brown, an officer from whom I have received such able 
assistance that I ought in justice to call him my colleague 
rather than secretary. 

Police , — To secure the peace of the country and avoid 
disseminating the troops, which 'would render them too 
familiar with the people and f)ossibly diminish the whole- 
some fear of our pf)wcr, T established a police of two thou- 
sand four hundred men, well armed, drilled, and divided 
into three classes — one for the towns, two for the country. 
Tlie first all infantry, the two last infantry and cavalry, 
called the rural police. They assist the collectors, but 
form a distinct body under their own officers. The police 
never agree Avith the kardars, and while the police inform 
us of the cheating of jthe kardars, nmbardars and zemin- 
dars, these people complain of the usual faults of police- 
men — namely overbearing insolence. In this manner they 
keep each other in check, and both take the part of the 
poor, not out of humanity but spite : the motive signifies 
little, the government profits by the results, for the poor 
now look on both as protectors. Thus if a policeman ill- 
treats a ryot the latter applies to the kardar for protection ; 
and if a kiirdar robs the ryot, the latter goes to the police- 
man. All this gives much trouble at times to the collec- 



ADMINISTRATION OP SCINDE. 


309 


tors and myself, for some sub-collectors have been weak 
enough to enter into the disputes of their followers ; but 
that is eidiemcral, and we have a sufficient number of men 
of sense and temper. The whole works well and the police 
not only seize thieves but arc good troops : they had on 
their first establishment sundry battles with robber bands 
whom tliey generally defeated, and now no such bands exist. 

Control of the Administration of Justice , — An officer has 
b(jen made judge-advocjitc-general, who from experience 
and study has accpiired much knowledge of his work and 
of military law \ he was sejit by Lord Ellenborough, and 
his calm dispassiomitc good sense and amiable disposition 
and his great industry and uprightness singularly qualify 
(^^i])taiii Keith Young for the post he so worthily fills. 
To this officer I have given two deputies who officiate at 
Hyderabad and Shikarpoore. To this judge-advocatc- 
geiieral all the magistrates send reports of trials which 
they are competent to cuter upon. Crimes of a dcej)cr 
hue, such as murder, robbery with violence, arc first 
examined into on the spot by the magistrates, and the 
preliminary depositions on oath arc sent to the judge- 
advocate; he submits them to the governor, who orders 
thereon, if he thinks fit, a trial by a military commission 
consisting of a field officer and two captains ; or in case of 
a f)aucity of officers a subaltern of not less than seven 
years’ service : a deputy judge-advocate conducts the pro- 
ceedings, but has no voice in the finding or sentence. 
The minutes su’c sent by the president to the judge-advo- 
cate- general, who makes a short report upon the sen- 
tence and submits the Avhole to the governor. If the 
court, the judge-advocatc-gencral and the governor all 
concur, the latter confirms the sentence and orders execu- 
tion : if the court and judge-advocatc-gencral differ the 
governor’s opinion decides. By this mode justice is ren- 
dered as quickly as I can insure it, though not so quick 
as I could wish, and the prisoner has in fact the advantage 
of three courts. 

I read all the trials on which 1 have to decide, i\dth the 
greatest attention, frequently twice or thrice over, especially 
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when the xninishiiient is capital — never ordering an execu- 
tion until I have given at least two and often several days 
to the full consideration of- the sentence. In smaller 
matters tlie deputy-collectors at once try the cases and 
sulnnit the proceedings to the collector, wlio either confirms 
t]\e award or ohjocts, hut in cither case forwards the pro- 
ceedings to the judgc-advocatc-gcncral, who lias a casting 
voice ill sonic cases; in others appeals to tlic governor. 
In addition to tlic above, tliere ar(^ for civil eases, what ai'o 
termed Pinu'hdyvts. 1 have made a slight change in these; 
they were foiincrly assembled without remuneration and 
I give tlu'.m a small daily pay to cover their loss of time. 
Tiny are something like our jui’ies, or rather courts of 
arbitration, and hitherto their functions have been re- 
stricted by me to civil cases; for I keep all criminal cases 
in the hands of Ihiropcans; but 1 wish much to increase 
the powers of these tribunals, which I found under another 
name existing in (Ireece. Tluy exist I believe in all 
eastern countries and the English jury is but one form of 
them. In (jI’ijccc they call it the court of Vecchturde, or 
Ancients, in India Puiichaifvt, and their powers vary at 
diderent pei-iods and in dincrciit countries according to 
circumstances. In India and in Scindc they are limited; 
in the Ihiujaul) latcdy the Punchayet assumed supreme 
power ! 1 am sure this subject demands much considera- 

tion, as a cautious mode of gradually introducing the people 
to take part in the government of their oavii country : but 
it is ])ossiblc the directors do not think that so advisable 
and wise as it appears to mo. 

Such is the simple process by which justice is admi- 
nistered in Scindc, and the frccpicnt disagreement in 
opinion between magistrates, military commissions, judge- 
advocate-general and governor, proves in my opinion the 
independence of the judges, and that the system Avorks 
well and is merciful rather than harsh ; especially as the 
judge-advocatc-generjil and myself (mdeavour, as far as we 
can with justice, to modify tlic sentences so as to go with 
the feelings of tlic people and avoid giving disgust. But 
this is a larger field, so I Avill conclude by saying that I 
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have long applied for leave to tnuisport culprits to Aden, CHAl\ XIII. 
but have not; yet had any reply. If this were jiermitted 
much of the capital punishments would be avoided, and 
the government would gain cheap labour for the fortifica- 
tions there ; the culprits would come back at tlic end of 
their sentence and the great evil, so justly reprobated by 
the arclibishop of Dublin, of forming a condemned popu- 
lation would be avoided. 


Revenue , — The revenue of the ameers averaged from 
tliirty-five to forty lacs. The revenue under my govern- 
ment has gradually increased from nine to thirty-one lacs; 
but there seems no n'asou to doubt that it will reach thirty- 
live lacs next A[)ril, ending the financial year of 1810-7. 
The general opinion of the collectors is that it will in 
1818 amount to forty lacs and gradually increase, because 
commerce is increasing, and cultivaliou has this last year 
been greatly extended. However this letter is to state facts 
not conjectures. I am given to understand that the coa- 
(piest of Scinde has added very much to the Bombay revenue 
by preventing smuggling through the Portuguese colony 
at D(3niauu. 1 have also to call to your notice, that in 
the ameers’ revenue one of the most productive of their 
taxes was the Iru unit-duty or ruhdari. This has been 
abolished by us, and yet there is every probability that 
our revenue will exceed theirs. 1 have also abolished 
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many otlier taxes — hence the amount of till these abolished 
tax(3s should be added to my rcveuue, and it will appear 
that less taxation lias raised greater revenue. 

Commerce , — Our imports of Em’opeaii goods have in- 
creased since 1843, from four and a half to nine lacs in 
1815; and to ten lacs in the first six montlis of 181b! 
The ihcrchants of Kurrachce cry out for steamers to convey 
their goods up to the sources of the Indus and the Sutlej ! 
i have received memorials from them to this clfect, and 
have begged of the governor-general to make over four of 
the war-steamers on the Indus to the Scinde government 
for mercantile purposes. Thus the steamers will repay 
their keep, be equally available for war, and give facility 
for general commerce by their rapid and safe transmission 
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CHAi*. XIIT. of goods. For now the calculation is, that of every seven 
lim. vessels coming down tlie Indus at certain jjc^riods of the 

year, six are lost altogether or tlieir goods destroyed, 
owing to the badness of the country boats and the igno- 
rance of the boatmen. This amounts to a prohibition of 
commerce. No steamer has ever been lost on the Indus, 
and if four are given up to the Scindc government they 
will be continually and fully laden, and I understand from 
merchants here that trading companies to the interior 
would bo instantly formed. 

Merchants are not altogether to be trusted in tliis 
country on such points, as tlie desire of lucre deceives 
them. But the demand for steamers lias without doubt 
arisen, and I think it ouglit to be complied with, and 
tlie more readily as Ave have just discovered an inland 
passage for steamers from Kurracliee to the mouths of 
tlie Indus. I have had it surveyed, and a steamer has 
passed through. It runs parallel to and very near the 
shore, wdiich shelters it from ’ the furious monsoon sea, 
one impassable for five months in the year. The only 
doubt is whether this passage will be affected by the inun- 
dations. This will be decided Avhen the waters have subsided, 
and a steamer is then to make the passage. oilicers 

of the flotilla are confident of success, and if so, Kurrachee 
becomes tlie real fixed mouth of the Indus, not varying 
like the other mouths witli every inundation, so as to be 

It did not I’liii. useless for commerce. If this passage fails us, the 
merchants Avill still ctpially rctpiire steamers to convey 
their goods from Tattah to the sources of the Five Waters. 

AgnciUiure , — (yultivation and revenue arc on the 
increase, because taxation has been lowered; and during 
the short time we have ruled, considerable immigrations 
have taken place. I am now endeavouring to ameliorate 
still more the condition of the ryots. You must know. Sir, 
that the system of farming the revenue has generally pre- 
vailed in Scinde, the ameers farmed every branch of their 
revenue. I have abolished this detestable practice ; but 
still the zemindar, the farmer, exists; he hires large tracts 
of land from government or from jaghcerdars, and while • 
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he cheats his hiiidlorrl he starves the ryot — as far as niou 
can he starved wlio live in a country full of {^anie siiid 
wild fruits — who can rear fowls without cost, and who 
have abundance of firing for the trouble of collecting fuel ; 
men who go naked, who require no houses and who make 
no difficulty of stealing a sheep when pressed. A man 
here first steals a camel, which he rides a hundred miles 
to steal a sheep, returns next night with his mutton and 
turns the camel loose into the jungle from whence he took 
liim. No one is the wdser, unless he who loses the shcej) 
misses his animal in time — that is to say, Avhile the camel’s 
foot-prints arc fresh ; but then he hires a linggee or 
tracker who yuga the camel’s steps and the thief is eauglit. 
These ])uggecs arc unerring. They follow a track for eight 
or ten da}^s and nights, unless a storm of wind overlays 
the foot-prints, human or quadrupeds, with sand; or a 
fall of rain washes them a>vay. No ingenuity seems al)le 
to elude a good puggee. 

The zemindar oppresses the ryot, driving him to idleness 
and robbery. And 1 am granting small farms to ryots to 
take tlujm out of tlic zemindars’ hands, giving; them only 
so much land as tliey can cultivate by their own laliour 
without sub-letting. They [)ay their rent to the eollcctors 
dire(!t without the intervention of kardar or zemindar. 
I hoi)e thus not only to raise the character of the poorer 
ryot, but greatly to inerease our reputation in surrounding 
countries, and so add to the population of Scinde, its 
hap[)incss and its. revenue. I have also adopted a measure 
which 1 know succeeds in England, viz. making small 
loans to the industrious ])oor w'heii they arc distressed by 
unforeseen accidents. These loans are made with caution 
by the district collectors and sub-collectors : the repay- 
ment is by instalments and rigidly enforeed, yet under 
certain rules which cannot be detailed in a letter. 

I consider that taxation may be still more diminished 
and yet the revenue be increased. In time I will prove 
this, and I expect next April will show more clearly what 
my system will finally produce. Last year realized thirty- 
one lacs — and 1 shall be disappointed if this year docs not 
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CHAP.XllI. produce tliirtj^-five lacs. Our’ crops this year are good, 
but in groat danger from locusts, which have destroyed 
tho grain in tlie adjacent countries. Scinde has not had 
time to settle since the conquest. People fancy that trade 
and agriculture spring up at once like Aladdin^s palace. 
But it will, I reckon, require ten years to recover from 
the effects of the ameers^ tyranny and such a great revo- 
lution as Scinde has undergone ; and it appears to me no 
ordinary matter, that already she is perfectly tranquil and 
rapidly imi)roving. At the time of the battle of Hyder- 
abad I thought that if we kept Scinde it would take ten 
years to {)ut it in tlie state it is now in. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Oiitram publicly asserted, that I would have a 
guerilla uar for ten years! So much for his- knowledge 
of the people of Scinde ! 

This is our present financial position : — 

Total revenue from 2lth Afarch, 1813, tho 
date of the battle of Hyderabad, to 3()th 
April, 1810 . . . . . . .£059,393 

Total expanse of civil government for three 

years ijicluding j)olice force . . . £330,526 

Balance in favour of general government, 

April 30th, 1810 £322,809 

I shall make a full statement on this head in another 
paper, because the papers laid before Parliament and 
ordered to be printed by the H ouse of Commons, 30th of 
April 1810, I do not think correct. Alcanwhile 1 have to 
say the large force in Scinde has not been for Scinde but 
for the Punjauh. I have for two years constantly said, 
that 5,000 men arc suflicient, and more than sufficient, for 
the defence and for the maintenance of tranquillity in 
Scinde. This has been contradicted by an ignorant and fac- 
tious party at Bombay ; but 1 can prove this force is more 
thfin sufficient. Have I not quitted Scinde with nearly 
my whole force, even when the Seikhs were up and might 
have been looked to for help against us — as they always 
were by the ameers ? And has there ever been the least 
doubt of the trancpiillity of Scinde ? Never ! And there 
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never will be while I am here, because that tranquillity 
lias been based, not on the force of arms after the battles, 
but the justice and kindness of government towards all 
ranks. Tsot an ]<]nglishman has been mui’dered since the 
ameers quitted the country — not an Englishman has been 
even insulted ! These arc facets of no small weight, and 
not usual in these eastern eountri(‘s, nor in any country 
iec(‘ntly conquered. 

The extraordinary military expenses arc of two kinds ; 
the one relating to supjdics, the other to the building of 
barracks. The first nill diminish an the force diminishes, 
and three-fourtlis of it must lie charged to tlic Punjaub 
account ; the other fourth to the uccupaiton of Scinde — 
not one }>cnny to the conqueatt of Sciude, except the 
expc'use of barra(;ks at Hyderabad, wdiicli lias been already 
miudi more than covered by the surplus revenue stated 
above, Tko conquest of Schtfle has not cost a sniffle 
shiUhiff to the East’-lndia (yomjmni/, on the contrary it has 
saved money ; for 1 defy any jiolitician, or soldier to say 
that, had the ameers still ruled in Scindc we could have 
occupied Kurra(dice and Siikkur with a smaller force than 
was kept here during the events of the last two j'cars at 
(jfwalior and on the Sutlej. I w ill say more — and 1 can 
prove it — tliat had the ameers remained, bloody scenes 
would liavc been enacted here when Owalior was in arms, 
and when the Seikhs crossed the Sutlej. 

Had the governor-general been so rsish as to reduce the 
garrison of Scinde to 5,000 men in 18t2-3, the ameers 
remaining in power and our small force divided between 
Kurrachec and Sukkur, he would have lost the army. 
The delusion of Lieutenant-Colonel Outram, who could not 
perceive the hostility of the ameers till he was attacked in 
the residency, would, had he been left in the x^osition 1 
succeeded to, have lost the whole army in 1844 or in 
18 15 ; for all would have been apparently tranquil in the 
first year until (Iwalior was ready; and in the second 
till the Seikh army crossed the Sutlej, which would have 
been accompanied .by a simultaneous and equally uncx- 
peclcd attack by the ameers on Kurrachcc and Sukkur. 
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No succour could have heeri scut to our weak divided and 
every Avay unprovided force. ]jord Keanc^s army was 
scarcely able to hold the ameers in check even before the 
disasters in Aiighanistan. The result would liavc been a 
cost of blood and treasure^ far exceeding what the conquest 
required : I therefore assume that conquest must be ac- 
counted, except in the opinion of an obstinate faction, a 
great saving of blood and treasure, without reference to 
the honour of our arms, which has certainly not been 
stained in Scinde since the end of 18 12. 

Mine may be called an im])artial opinion as regards 
tlic poUcy of the conquest ; for I cannot recollect ever 
Iiaving presumed to offer a single suggestion to Lord 
Ellcnborough on the subject ; so far from it, I did, until I 
was appointed governor, expect that the ameers would be 
subsidizetl. I admired Lord Ellenborough’s policy, but 1 
must have equally executed my orders had I disa])proved. 
/ hdieve I am a shtyufar imlance of a successful yeueral 
haviuy been run down by Ins own yovernmeut, for haviny 
obeyed the superior authority set over him by that yovermueut 
— and receiviny no suppof't in his command from home when 
all he did was approved of by successive yovmiors-yeueral. 
Vet this is what Lord Ripon and the Court of Directors 
have done by me. However I am prepared to prove that tlic 
conquest of Scinde has been less expensive in l)lood and 
money than an occupation would liave been, according to 
what is generally understood as being originally intended 
after the destruction of our army at Cabool. If to occiq)y 
Scinde with a diminislicd force was not the original inten- 
tion, it is evident that the only result of the conquest is 
the addition of its revenue to the public treasury, without 
additional outlay. This will be seen wdien passion, 
prejudice, and a very insidious, very virulent, but not 
very honourable war, made upon me, by individuals shall 
subside — a moment that I wait for with patience because 
1 feel confident in the result. 

Climate. — Tliat the climate of Scinde is very hot is 
unquestionable, but that it is more unhealthy than Jiny 
other part of India I know to be untme. Many soldiers 
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have died, so they have in every new conquest made hy 
the Company, and for these simple reasons. Want of 
ffood barracks — vmnt of comfort — want of local experience. 
All three were felt by the army in Scinde — a country so 
entirely ruined, so miserable and deprived of everythin^^ 
by tyrannical government, that we are really more like a 
colony planted in a desert than an army occupying an 
inhabited country. We have lost but few oflicers, even 
including those who died of cholera and other diseases 
unconnected with thdf locality, because they have been 
better lodged and Ijave Iiad more comforts. Now we arc 
gradually getting good barracks erected, and Scinde wdll 
not be unhealthy beyond what all parts of India must ever 
be to European constitutions. Twice since the comiuest 
lias an epidemic fallen on the troops, and the Ihiropcan 
private soldiers have also suffered, because tluy drink 
ardent spirits, bad ardent spirits, and because their consti- 
tution is not congcjiiial to a hot climate. W e have also 
twice had cholera. All this frightens w cak timid people 
and they unjustly condemn the climate. 

Natural Riches of the Coioitry is capable of 
producing an immense revenue; the soil is rich beyond 
description. I am endcjivouring to control the waters of 
the Indus ; this will I hope ere long be effected, and then 
the produce will be veiy great. The present want is 
that of sufficient popidation to cultivate the great quantity 
of Avaste land. The mines arc sui)poscd to be rich, and 
the fields of salt inexhaustible. 

Surrounding States, — The ncAvspapers talk of our being 
constantly embroiled Avith neighbouring tribes. This 
shows great ignorance. Not a single tribe has tlie least 
dcisirc to quarrel with us — on the contrary they Jirc 
gradually coming to settle in Scinde! All Avho kwe 
peace and desire to cultivate and enjoy the fruits of their 
labour wish to settle here, and numbers do so. 

Such is the general state of Scinde since I have 
governed it, and I do not think I have misstated anything. 
I could not enter into details Avithout having more time 
than I can command, and to have done so AH'ould have 
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CHAP. XIII. made tliis memoir a book; still I feel bow very slight 
1846^ and general is the view I have given. But under this 
system tlic revenue has inereased and is increasing ; the 
people are contented and happy, and there have been no 
conspiracies or insurrections, though the hill campaign 
and Seikh campaign both offered tempting opportunities. 
Here also T will give an opinion, T think a correct one — 
not formed by an old Indian (which frecpiently means 
a man who has been living twenty years in India eating, 
chunking, and in profound ignoranefe dogmatizing; as if he 
possessed a tliorough acquaintance with the peo})lc), but 
by one who has for five years studied the character of the 
Scindian people and successfully governed them for four 
years. It is then my opinion that if a civil government is 
fonned in Scinde, the revenue will be swamped by large 
salaries to civil servants, immense (istablisliments and little 
w ork : for as civil servants of experience and real know - 
ledge will not quit their good positions in India to come 
here, the province wdll be o\errun with young and 
ignorant men who have been initiated into all that is 
luxurious and idle witliout experience or perhaps ability to 
have accpiired the good. They may be very good fellows ; 
they smoke, hunt hogs, race, drink l)eer and issue tlieir 
orders in bad Iliiidostancc, to a subservient set of native 
clerks, who consequently soon get tlu; real power into 
their hands, and turn it to account by all sorts of 
venality and o])prcssion. The result of this will be, or 
rather may be, bloodshed and expense. Tlie people 
here have no respect for civil servants. Soldiers them- 
selves, they look to being governed by soldic^rs, a feeling 
that W'ould make tlicm ready to draw the sword if 
afironted ])y civilians. 

In proportion as the civil esi ablishmcnt is increased, 
expense w ill increase, and the military will decrease, and 
the control will become weaker ; so that if a civil govern- 
ment produced insurrection it would not be Avell able to 
put it down. I am aw^are of the inconvenience wdiich 
arises to the army by the extensive employment of 
militarj^ men in civil branches of government, and I have 
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introduced four or five imcovenanted civil servants into the 
Scinde government, with good effect; they, with one 
exception, have conducted themselves jfith diligence and 
modesty. Ilut three covenanted servants, sent by Lord 
Ellenborough in the first moment of conquest, were quite 
useless. I had no xirejudicc against them, but the con- 
trary ; for one was tlie relative of an old comrade of mine, 
who fell in Spain, and for any one belonging to him I 
would have done anything in my power ; but their ideas 
w ere so grand as to cStablislimeuts, and tliey were them- 
selves reported to me as being so idle, that I could only send 
Lord Ellenborough the statement made by the collector 
Captain Pope, under whom 1 had placed them, and w ith 
it their ow n explanation. He ordered tliem back to India. 
They were, I have no doubt, clever and gentleman-like 
young men, but a dozen of them would have paralyzed my 
government, and thrown it into the hands of clerks and 
natives. 1 indeed should have no objection to tlmse clerks 
who are very clever men generally, and so arc natives ; 
but then let them have the pay and responsibility and get 
rid of the gentlcTtien with their high salaries, their clerks, 
their pigs, and their bccr-barrcLs. Let the men wdio do 
the work have the oinccs ! If men have any other 
pleasure than their business they arc good for nothing in 
that business. 

I will iiow'^ conclude by saying that though the oflicers 
with me, and myself might have done more and better, 
no one will deny that we have had many and great difli- 
eulties to struggle with — war, and pestilence in its utmost 
virulence, th e destruction of a whole harvest by locusts^ 
and the greatest part of another by a sudden and unpre- 
('.edented fall of the inundation before the grain w as mature 
have been amongst the evils afllicting Scinde since 1 813. 
In the midst of an extensive military command 1 have had 
to construct the entire machinery of a civil government, 
assisted by young officers w ho had at first starting little or 
no experience, but whose zeal and abilities have enabled 
them to serve me well; and by diligence they have over- 
come the great obstacle of total want of local experience. 
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CHAP. XIII. wliich was at first almost insuperable in the collection of 
isIc. revenue. How we have succeeded we must leave the 

world to decide.^ But wc have done our best; and if, as 
I see stated in the public pa])crs, it is intended to change 
the system of rule here to one more analogous to that of 
India, I am ready, if called upon, to give a full account of 
my mode of conducting the government since it was 
confided to me by Lord lilllcnborough in 1813, and to 
deliver it over to my successor, who I ho])c may feel the 
same interest in it that I do. But if the home government 
approve of what I have done and wish me to remain in 
my present position, I am prepared to conlinuc my exer- 
tions as long as my health will permit me to do with 
justice to the public service. 

Since writing the above I have received orders from the 
governor-general to send away a large portion of the force 
in Scinde. This is to take place next January, and 
greatly pleases me, as it will be another proof of the 
tranquillity of this country and relieve the })rovincc from 
the absurd charge made against it of being ruinous to the 
fiifances of India. 

It was understood that this able memoir arrested the 
transfer of Scinde at the time, but it in no manner abatcid 
the falsehoods promulgated, or softened the hostility of the 
Court of Directors. Nor did it procure justice or protec- 
tion from the cabinet — Lord Howick’s despicable enmity 
prevailed there too strongly. Meanwhile Sir C. Napier 
in pursuance of his convictions rene^ved his proposition 
,fbr r ednciiiff..thQ.imiiUie^Qf Jjr.nnpsi^ nfferiTig to send away 
eleven regiments and all the European artillery ! The 
governor-general actuated no doubt, by an inward sense 
that the Punjaub conquest was unsettled, wmild only call 
off four regiments, and the Scindian governor thus re- 
mained under the accusation of retaining troops when he 
was anxious to get rid of them ; and the Scindian people 
were called disaffected, w^hen the most touching proofs of 
their profound attachment wxre being given, and when 
foreigners were eagerly demanding to be allowed to become 
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their fcllow-siibjcds ! W)Y m the autumn of tliis year, an CHAP. XTll. 

iii(lepcii(lcut chief fornie?‘ly driven from Scinde l)y the 

tyranny of the ameers, offered, and his offer Avas aeeepted, 

to ahjindon his mountain refuge and settles Avith eighteen 

hundred families for cultivation if lands Averc assigned to 

them. At the same time the collector of customs, having 

business to transact at llcila, Avas on his return surrounded 

])y a multitude of miserable slaves entreating him to take 

them to Scinde, " where all men were free,^^ Their masters 

came up, and, being afraid to coerce them lest the " great 

English sahib sliould be angry,^^ bcsoiiglit tlie collector to 

put tlicm back officially. lie refused, saying, he hoped 

they AA^ould break their bonds, but he could not interfere 

either Avay. Then the masters forced them back, tAVO 

excepted, who were armed Avith axes and keeping close to 

the collector's horse forced a way across the frontier. 

There Avas still much distrust abroad as to the probable 
restoration of the ameers. Ali Moorad, foreseeing ruin 
to himself if tliJit should hapx)en, became so uneasy at the 
non-confirmation of his treaty, that it was to be feared he 
would seek other alliances if fresh troubles arose in the 
Punjaub ; and meaiiAvliile the reasons assigned by the govern- 
ment for having so many troops in Scinde contrary to the 
general’s AAish aa as, that fear of liim alone kept the people 
submissive ! This assumption he proudly and peremptorily 
rejected. They av ere at first submissive from such fear, 
and he had taken advantjige of it to establish his adminis- 
tiation vigorously, but that influence had long passed 
aAvay and been replaced by self-love — they Avere quiet 
because they Avere getting rich and enjoying the fruits of 
their industry. Their quietude Avas not the result of force, 
but of justice and its attendant happiness: they were 
quiet because they kncAv their OAvn interests.” 

But Sir C. Napier had now acquired the certainty that 
official men in England were, equally with the Bombay 
council, the instigators and protectors of the libellers 
Avho so constantly assailed him, and Avhosc virulence was 
hourly augmenting. lie had honestly strived to serve, 
and had most efficiently served governments which An^re 
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bent on his ruin while they profited from his devotion to 
their interests ; he had been successful in wai* and peace, 
had won battles, subdued kingdoms, tranquillized and 
governed nations, legislating happily, administrating justly ; 
and he had made English power an object of love and 
reverence where before it had been abhorred and at times 
despised. He had been repaid with foul enmity, malignant 
and scurrilous abuse, and his virtues had been denied. 1 Ic 
had been denounced as a man stained with cruelty and 
rapacity, and the slanderers who thus assailed him were 
rewarded by those who owed kingdoms, aye and safety to 
his genius, his courage, energy and incorruptible character. 
He alone of those oificers who had been distinguished in 
Indian warfare had been neglected in the distribution of 
honours. Even the thanks of Parliament had been with- 
held for a year — an unexampled slight to a victorious 
commander — and they were not finally voted without the 
accompaniment of personal insult from a knot of calum- 
niators, the chief of whom was now a cabinet minister. 
Attempts had been made to stifle his despatches that his. 
exploits might be lessened to the public; and sinister 
measures were taken, vainly indeed, but taken, to render 
him unpopular with his troops. His name had been stu- 
diously withheld at public banquets when Indian victories 
were toasted, as if he were an outlaw from glory ; though to 
nearly unexampled success in the field he had added unusual 
sagacity and unusual economy in civil government — the 
last perhaps an inexpiable offence, for he was so vigilant 
that corruption could not thrive in his neighbourhood. 

These things made him reflect seriously on the inutility 
of wasting his life to serve men who had marked him for 
every injustice and insult ; and with this sense of ill-usage 
he resolved to retire into private life. Yet remembering 
what he owed to the people he had subdued and under- 
taken to civilize, he determined not to resign until he 
had completed what was necessary to consolidate his work, 
and for that another year of power was required^ 

His principal objects were, 

P. A reduction of the troops to the number formerly 
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fixed by Lord Auckland for tlie garrisons of Sukkur and 
Roree, namely^ five thousand ; at that time certainly in- 
sufficient against tlie ameers^ but now more tlian enough 
to hold all Scinde ; and even this number was adopted in 
deference to the views of the supreme government, and 
with reference to the appointment of a civilian, or some 
obscure military man, to the government, more than to 
the necessity of the case. 

2°. The complete development of the ameliorated sys- 
tem of taxation, whereby all vexatious toivn-duties ivcrc 
abolished, and all export duties collected at fixed posts on 
the frontier. This was a matter involving tlie future 
interests of commerce and tlie immediate comfort of the 
towns, and a vigilant superintendence of the early w orking 
of this system was all-important. 

3°. To obtain Mittciikote from the supreme governmenU, 
as an appurtenance of Scinde; and to have Deyrah in the 
Cutchec hills occupied either as an outpost, or sis a mili- 
^tary colony ; an arrangement which w^ould give the Cutchce 
lulls as a frontier from the Indus to Dadur near tli 0 
mouth of the Rolan pass, and debar their being again filled 
w ith robber tribes, who he knew by experience could not 
be again put dow’ii w ithout much bloodshed. 

In the hope of attaining these objects he remained in ’ 
Scinde. Rut his recent trying journey to Lahoie and 
back wdiil e sulfering und er a painful wearing bodily ail- 
ment, his great m ortification of spii*^!^ extraordi^^ 
exertions during t!ie cliolm^a, ami Ills grief for domestic 
losses, nearly deprived him of life. It was not until the 
end of autumn that his strength returned. Fortunately 
Jiis administration now worked easily and liappily, and 
with exception of a not very fatal visitation of cholera ^ 
Sukkur, the country ivas remarkably free from disease. 
Crime was very much diminished, and the comparatively 
fewer murders of women, and of homicides in feuds, provQji^ 
that the social habits were being improved. The public 
works were also well advanced. The great mole at Kurra- 
chee had got into such deep water that steamers took in 
cargoes alongside it ; and these cargoes were for Sukkur, 
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an important step in the river commerce, onlianccd by the 
discovery of the chain of salt creeks mentioned in the 
memoir addressed to Sir J. liobhonsc. They run parallel 
with tlic coast to tlic nearest great mouth of the Indus, 
offering a natural canal, intricate indeed, but always full 
and unaffected by the inundations, or the monsoons. 

As this gave direct water communication with the 
Indus and made Kurrachce the permanent port of that 
great artery of commerce, the general immediately appro- 
priated the only two river steamers at his disjiosal for the 
transport of merchandize by this communication to the 
Indus; thus opening a ncAV commercial road to Central 
Asia, the effect of Avhicli must, sooner or later, render 
Sciiidc a great and prosperous country. Some slight dif- 
ficulties attending the first effort, were thus described. 

1^ The Kurrachce merchants are a little timid, or rather 
T believe cunning, and mean to frigliten me into low fares ; 
^)ut they Avill not succeed. I have made my calculations 
as low as avc can afford, and if they donH like my charges, , 
they may buy steamers for themselves — tliere is no force 
for pigs tliat.Avoift eat grains. Or tlicy may continue to 
send tlieir goods by camels, which cannot reach Shikar- 
poorc under five Avecks, Avhilc my steamers get there in 
sixteen days. Each camel must be guarded, and may be 
robbed notAvithstanding. A steamer is safe, and one mini 
guards the Avliole- cargo, Avhereas each cmnc l requires tAvo 
IPien— on e to lead another to guarT^^^^S ^^ or 

tmrt^m cn^'Sjrcv ISyTa ^ som e ot Avhich take three 
months for the journey. Yes ! the merchants Avill come 
to my terms: their shyness is subtilty, but Cocker^s 
arithmetic beats barbarian arts. 

1 ^ The merchants of Shikarpoorc take larger views. 
They see that the freight charge must cover the cost of 
fuel, and they arc all ready. I have refused passages to 
jmr officers, at which they are discontented, but, ^ know 
thyself,^ said the oracle ; and next to that it is good to 
know your countrymen. I will give passages to officers in 
the war steamers, but not in these merchant steamers ; they 
-w ould lord it too much over the merchant and the super- 
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cargo. When ray experiment can go alone, it shall cease CHAP. Xiii. 

to be a government venture, and I will turn it over to the 

merchants ; who will not then be able, if willing, to return 

to the cafilas, for business will have become too brisk, the 

demand will eover the cost, and yield a profit to draw 

private steamers into the trade — ^meanwhile the child 

must be nursed.” 

This happy state of affairs was supported by a vast 
increase of production. 18 16 was the only year since the 
conquest in which agriculture had not been distressed by 
wars, locusts, pestilence, and anomalous inundations, hence 
the price of grain fell one half; and for the first time 
since the accession of the Talpoor dynasty Scindc became 
a wheat-exporting country instead of an importing one. 

Scindian wheat was actually exported in 181G and 181*7, 
through Bombay to England, with good profit ; for being 
much harder, drier, and heavier than Canadian wheat it 
fetched twenty shillings a ton more in the imu'kct. Sir 
C. Napier oflered eleven thousand tons, received as re- 
venue, for the use of famishing Ireland, at one-third of 
the market price of wlicat in England, and Lord Ellen - 
borough pointed out to the ministers a cheap mode of 
conveying it — the bargain would have been most advfin- 
tageous, alleviating the misery of the Irish and improving 
the Scindian revenue; but a measure reasonably beneficial 
to Ireland, and useful to Scindc, was a cup of double bit- 
terness and instantly rejected. 

This excess of production exceedingly lowered the 
revenue, which was chiefly paid in kind, yet left it 
sufficient to defray all civil expenses ; and it would have 
paid all the military expenses likewise, if the proposition 
to reduce the troops had been acceded to. llcvenuc was 
however with Sir C. Napier always secondary to the wel- 
fare of the people; he rejoiced in the abundance and 
would not increase the imposts ; for to raise more money 
by taxation than the absolute expenses of administration 
and protection required he thought a crime in govern- 
ment ; and vigilantly to economize these expenses a sacred 
(iuty; not however in a pitiful spiiit, for he judged it no 
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CHAP. XIII. economy to starve useful institutions. A great vexation 
to the Bombay libellers however was this abundance, and 
they displayed it with an effrontery of falsehood scarcely 
credible ; for while the Scindian population was thus, as it 
were gorged with food, tlicy asserted that it was scourged 
with famine, the result of Sir C. Napier’s ignorance ! 
And this astounding falsehood was republished in England 
and believed ! 

Unheeding their fury he continued his administrative 
labours. His canal system was in full progress ; and the 
chief engineer. Captain Peat, an olTiccr too soon lost to 
his country, conducted all tlie works of his department 
w'itli such singular ability, that the general felt he could, 
so assisted, open the road to prosperity in a marvellous 
manner if supported by the supreme government. With 
tliis feeling he formed great schemes, and made arrange- 
ments to send an exploring steamer to Attock, hoping 
thus to establish trading communications along the great 
river and all its confluents. But official procrastination 
bafllcd all plans, all hopes ; he could not even obtain an 
answer to any proposition; and while fretting under this 
injurious restraint he had to break up and disperse the 
model army he had organized for the Punjaub war. It 
was a good occasion, and he took it, to make an exposition 
of the real condition and value of Scindc in the following 
general order issued January 1817. 

The army of Scinde is ordered to be broken'up, and 
the number of trooi)s reduced so as, in future, to foim the 
ordinary garrison of a frontier province. This, as regards 
the interior tranquillity of Scinde might have been done 
two years ago. But tlic character of the Lahore govern- 
ment and of its troops made it necessary for the govern- 
ment of India to keep an army in Scinde. 

The danger apprehended from the Punjaub subsided after 
the victories gained on the Sutlej, and the concentration 
of a large force on the Indus ceased to be necessary. 

To the army of Scinde is d\ic the tranquillity of this 
noble province. To the discipline and orderly conduct of 
all, and the support Avliich the officers of this army have 
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given to me by their just and conciliating conduct CHAP. Xlli. 
towards the people, England is indebted for the tranquil 
possession of a country which the valour of the troops 
had conquered. 

To the abilities of those officers who have from the first 
conducted the civil branches of this government, and to 
tlicir unremitting exertions in the administration of 
justice, is, more cs])ecially to be attributed the successful 
administration of the province, that attachment to the 
British rule, and that confidence which has been so 
strongly evinced by the inhabitants of Scinde on two 
signal occasions, the campaign in the Bhoogtee hills, and 
the march of tlic Scinde force to Bhawulpoor. 

But to the glory of freeing an enslaved country by a 
necessary conquest, and the consequent tranquillity of an 
apparently satisfied people, this army has added an in- 
crease of revenue to the Company. 

The last financial year showed, that the united ordinary 
and extraordinary expenses of the civil government of 
Scinde (including the expense of a police of two thousand 
four huildrcd horse and foot) amounted to only fifteen 
lacs one thousand seven hundred and fifty-four rupees. 

That the revenue, for that year, was forty-one lacs 
forty-two thousand nine hundred and twelve rupees, 
and consequently, that twenttf-Jive lacs were paid last 
year towards defraying the military expense incurred, not 
by the conquest of Scinde in 1843, but by the previous 
occupation of Scinde, and by the disturbed state of the 
Punjaub. 

Previous to tlie conquest, the army of Scinde was an 
unmitigated expense to the East-Tndia Company. 

Since the conquest, that expense has been reduced by 
the aggregate sum of forty-two lacs thirty-seven thousand 
four hundred and thirty-five rupees, which has been 
collected in excess of the expenses of civil government^ 
and police force, calculating both from the battle of 
Hyderabad to the present day. 

Thus, whatever the previous occupation may have pro- 
duced, the conquest of Scinde has not cost the East-Indi^ 
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Company a single rupee : for had the ameers continued 
to rule the land not a soldier could have been with- 
drawn from the force which occupied Scindc in 18 12 — 
on the contrary, strong reinforcements must have been 
added to it, divided, as it would have been, between 
Kurrachce and Sukkur, with the aggregated forces of the 
courts of Hyderabad and Khyrpoor assembled, in a central 
position, between the weak wings of the army of occupa- 
tion — ^Avings separated by four hundred miles of difficult 
country, and incapable of assisting each other, or of 
receiving any reinforcements during five months of every 
year ! Such a position must have been untenable, or 
tenable only in consequence of egregious folly on the 
part of an enemy who commanded one hundred thousand 
men in a central position. 

An army divided as I have stated, would probably have 
been cut to pieces, for apparently there could not have 
been any retreat ! 

The prompt military operations ordered by Lord Elleu- 
borough in 18 13, not only saved the army of Scinde from 
the fate which bcfcl that of Cabool, but secured the north- 
west frontier of the Indian empire, speaking of Scindc 
in a military point of view — ^while in a commercial one, as 
commanding the navigation of the Indus, it is the key 
to the runjaub. • 

Not a man has been added to the army of occupation in 
’'consequence of the conquest, Scindc was conquered by the 
ftroops which previously occupied Sukkur. 

^ This is a fact which cannot be too often repeated. But 
this is not all. The advanced frontier has a right to the 
troops that occupied the former retired frontier, extending 
from Bhooj to Balmccr. The latter no longer require 
garrisons, and consequently the conquest of Scindc has 
not entailed the necessity for having additional troops, or 
ithrowing greater duties on the Bombay army — whereas, 
but for the conquest, not a soldier could now be with- 
drawn, or tlie Indus would be qlosed to commerce even 
^ough the Punjaub were opened ! 

^ No troops, beyond the police, arc now required to pre- 
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serve the interior tranquillity of Scinde. The increasing 
revenues arc tlirown into the Indian treasury, and the 
military charges belong to India generally, not to Scinde 
more than to any other province of the empire. • 

An immenschic frcase of reve nue has taken place in 
llombay in consequence of the conquest of Scinde, which 
prevents the smuggling trade in opium, formerly carried 
on. Wliat may be the amount of this increase I have no 
means of knowing; but it is said to be very great. Com- 
merce is jilready actively commencing between Kurraehee 
and Sukkur, ready to branch forth into the Punjaub when 
the results following the victories on the Sutlej shall open 
up tha Five Rivers to the enterprising spirit of Jlritisli 
merchants. Sukkur, ordered by Lord Ellenborough to 
be called Victoria on the Indwr^ has become the depot 
for goods passing into Central Asia. 

Such, soldiers of the Scinde army, hav^ been the ser- 
vices of those regiments which coiupicred, and of those 
which Luring 

this period ofTouTyeSJ^^ been a single 

political crime, consiiiracy, or act of hostility of any kind, 
public or private, committed by the people of Scinde 
against the government, or against the troops, or against 
any individual. Nor am I aware that anybody of officers, 
any officer, or any private soldier, has given cause of com- 
plaint to the inhabitants. There has been perfect har- 
mony between the coiuiucrors and the conquered, if the 
term, conquered, can be applied to a people who have 
been freed from a degrading and ruinous tyranny, which 
sixty years ago was established by traitors over the country 
of their murdered sovereign ! 

This adds more glory to our arms and to the British 
name than even the victories which you won on the 
fields of Meeanee and of Hyderabad. Courage may win a 
battle, but it is something more than courageous when a 
victorious army turns a conquered people into friends and 
peaceable subjects ! 

Such, soldiers ! have been the results of your labours, 
and youi’ dangers ; and those regiments which return to 
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CHAP. XIIL their respective presidencies, return with the becoming 
pride of men who have well performed their duty, and 
gained the approbation of their sovereign and their govern- 
^ ments— ►the greatest reward that wcll-discipliticd soldiers 

can receive ^ 

For myself, I remain at my proper post as governor of 
Scinde, and the commander of that division of the Bom- 
bay army stationed on the new line of frontier. But it 
becomes your general, who best knows what you have 
done and what you have suffered, to make known on the 
breaking up of the army the things it has achieved for 
India — his admiration of its merits and his gratitude for 
its assistance. The military spirit which animated the 
force that marched last year to Bhawulpoor, was probably 
never surpassed : no army Avas ever more worthy of India, 
nor more possessed the confidence of its commander 

This forcible exposition increased the obscene violence 
of his enemies, bccaus^j^isnlavecHhe^ were 

so anxious to obscuixr^'"an^^ aug- 

mented at the time by two public testimonies to his merit 
from the duke of W'^ellington and Lord Ellenborough, 
For the first moved the sovereign to confer on him the 
rank of lieutenant-general in India — an advancement 
Ihthei’to confined to commanders-in-chief. The second 
offered the following concise but comprehensive eu- 
logium. 

It is unnecessary for me to declare in words my entire 
approbation of Sir C. Napier^s conduct. I showed what 
I thought of it by my acts while I was governor-general, 
and I think the services he has performed since I left 
India have been even greater than those I endeavoured, 
but was unable, adequately to reward. His campaign in 
the hills was a military operation even superior to that 
which was for ever illustrated by the victories of Meeanee 
and Hyderabad ; and he has proved himself to be the 
ablest, at least the most successful of all administrators, 
if the success of an administration may be tested by the 
contentment and contidence it gives the people. His 



services during the late camp^gn on the Sutlej, \vtien, 
liavdng had no previous instructions to keep his forces 
prepared, he moved in a few weeks with fiftijcn^litpusand , 
[uen and a hundred guns against .Mooltan, leaving Sci ndc 
:ranquil in his rear, was of itself sufficient to show to all 
ninds capable of comprehending great measures of Avar 
ind policy, not only the perfection of his arrangements • 
iiid the popular character of his just and excellent govern- 
ment, but the immense value in a military point of view 
of the position which his former victories had given to ’ 
Scinde. These matters are however so A^ery little undei’- 
stood in this country, even bj" the few wlio attend to them 
at all, that I fear it may be long before his merits are 
justly appreciated; and peo])le here may discover only when 
it is too late, that Sir C. Napier has possessed that rare 
combination of militarv and civil tfilent, both excellent in 
their kind, Avhich is the peculiar attribute of a great mind/^ 
Scindc was noAV internally very prosperous, but it was 
still subject to frontier disturbances, and tojvards the close 
of 18 16, themiserab^^ by the Mur- 

rccs, rcjjccte^^lu^Kevtrians^epulsed by the Mazarccs, 
and Avarred against by their former comrades tlie Jack- 
ranees under Deyrah Khan, had finally cultiv^atcHl the 
valley of Deyrah for subsistence, desiring rest : but theirj 
harvest failed and they once more made a foray on Scindc. 
The British cavalry posts immediately took the field. 
Twenty-five troopers under Lieutenant Moore, accompanied 
by some Jackranccs, first fell in Avith them, and the latter 
slew several in . a jungle, amongst them a noted chief. 
The Bhoogtccs t^n came out of the bush, and Moore, 
finding their nimbers considerable, retired, urged thereto 
by the Jackrances, Avho declared themselves unequal to a. 
conflict, yet offered if so commanded, to kill their horses 
and die sword in hand. There Avas no need for such 
devotion, and all fell back on Meerpoore, a small place, 
where a supporting force Avas assembled under Coloner 
Stack, To that point also came Lieutenant Greaves, who 
had likewise fallen in wit h the_B hoogt ees, and sent notice 
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cav^ry force, and some^flcmeii, sent to liim from Shi-1 
karpoorc on (jrca\Ws report. That officer had howevei^ 
for gotten to send a like notice to ^|pihpnnr^ the {garrison 
of which co uld, with timely warning, have m oved onOocli^ 
and" so cut off the robbers^ retreat ; this rendered prompt 
action essential, but Colonel Stack remained four hours at 
. Meerpoorc, and finally, made a night march in the desert^ 
"with his cavalry only, and without carrying water or food^ 
for man or Least. 

^ At dawn he found the enemy drawn up on a sandy 
'Waste, covering the retreat of the herds they had captured. 
.There were only eight hundred footmen and not all pro-* 
vided with matchlocks, but rattling their swords against 
their shields with loud shouts they offered battle. Stack 
had two hundred and fifty troopers, furnished with car- 
bines and pistols of great range; yet he declined action 
and returned to Meerpoorc, his men and horse fainting 
from tlic double marcli and want of water. This was 
excused on thp plea that the enemy had a strong rising 
ground with a nul lah in front. An afte r-examination 
showed that there tos no milhih, aiuFflic rise of ground 
very slight ; it was then saiTTITirm^^ in that 

*!iescrt had quite deceived the English commander. Islam 
''Klian subsequently declared that he had I’csigncd all hope 
of life at the moment the cavjilry retired. He now regained 
his rocks in safety and held a funeral feast, where ven- 
geance against the Jackranecs was solemnly sworn for tfie 
death of the champion killed in the jungle. The failure 
on this occasion was certainly in the execution. The 
efficiency of the general arrangements proved by the 
robbers being found by so many particsJJfehd soon after- 
wards Lieutenant Younghusband of the police showed 
what the result of a fight would have been. Eor hearing 
^f a minor foray, he with only thirty-four mounted., 
police j)ursucd a superior force, overtook it after a marcli 
bf thirty-five miles in the desert, and in a sharp encounter, 
where Aliff Khan the swordsman distinguished liimsclf^. 
killed ten and carried offjeven prisoners, with^a chieft" 
bamed Dorir 
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Stacks error was disquieting, because the slightest 
success elated those barliariaus inordinately, and the 
Bolan tribes might join the Bhoogtccs; the Sciude 
Moguls and t he cameLcorns^were therefore sent t o the 
frontier ; but meanwhile the Bhoogtccs, always inTTOublc, 
had fough^with_thc^Mi^rc(^j]g^ ^siiig the battle 

we re quiefl?ffEr?*timQ^ the wliole aftair 

was, a^^^amattcr^^ proclaimed to be one of Sir 

C. Nanicr^s crimes ; j^fQr atjfchis p eriod h(|p^^jjgnld not move, 
or utter a word in public without furnishing a topic for 
torrents of scurrility ; and always there were abundance 
of correspondents to furnish the newspapers with a 
thousand easy and infallible corrcctivi^s for the civil and 
military errors and disorganization which those persons 
perceived and deplored. Supremely contemptible all this 
would have been, if experience had not demonstrated that 
some members of the council of Bombay were the secret 
instigators and concoctcrs of these calumnies, and that tlic 
Court of Directors was I’cady to reward the calumniators. 
With this stimulus to slander, India was deafened with 
statements of his crimes and follies; and one especial 
topic was liis inhumanity to the amceiV wives. — lie had 
personal ornaments to savcII his prize- 
money, and still remorselessly pcrsecutccl those helpless 
females, having recently treated the aged mother of the. 
excellent Shadad with peculiar barbai-ity, intercei>tiiig her 
correspondence with her virtuous son and opening her- 
letters to add mental anguish to bodily sufferings. — She 
was actually pining from hunger under his government 
wliile her jewelled oraaments were being offered for sale, 
in Bombay to SAvell his brutal profits ! ” witli much more, 
of a like nature. ^ 

^ This starving lady, had however, in coujxinction wittf 
her sisterhood, and notably the widow of Kurreem Ali, 
taken advantage of the conqueror^s extreme delicacy 
lowards them, after the battle of Meeance, to abstract 
•nearly two millions sterling from the amccr^s public 
lireasury ! And they were at this time, while complaining 
^ dc^sjdtutipp^Jljg starvji|^, story opgia^t^ with them^ 
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CHAP. XIII. expending ten thousand pounds upon a tomb for one ofi 
184 g^ the princes ! She and Kurreem’s widow, in concert with! 
the latter’s confidant, Mirza Kosroo, a Persian slave and a 
clever violent man, were en^a^ed in secret macliiiiations ^ 
witli WIT'^yomig'limc^ residing in ifli 1^^oorad’s court, ^ 
and it was in pursuance of some of their schemes that leave j 
• ' blfeh "Tislvecf " and^oBI'anicd to scrnTTBfffB^o Shadad. 

Secret information led to the Arrest lhe*''Til6SSdfiger 
App. XVI. mi the front ier, w h en, as l ioi^etolcf, a large suffix in coin] 
and ingots oP"gol(T. waT’founxrartlully concealed in his ^ 
baggage. Whether this treasure was designed directly toj 
aid Sliadad’s escape, or to 2 )ay Buist and his employers for 5 
tlieir advocacy did not ai)pear, because the general, whih)^ 
barring this improper intercourse with a state prisoner, . 
returned the gold, and tlie letters, unopened, to the lady. ^ 
In this manner passed the year IS 10, but in 18L7 Sir] 
C. Napier, while treating with disdain the calumnies of i 
his enemies, felt that he must give a permanent character^ 
to liis interior policy before he quitted Seiude, foreseeing! 
that once placed under the civil goveamment of BombayJ 
the object would bo to overturn and destroy all that hci 
bad eftccted, were it only to prove tliat he had eflected < 
nothing. " ]\Iinor misebief he could not preven t ; but h o ' 
resolved tliivt the people at large shoTiTclnot lie tlirown 
back into barbarism, and therefore hastened the actioiTof 
bis regenerating policy as to the tenure of land. By that 
►policy he aimed to make the great men landlords, their 
retainers tenants, and their serfs independent labourers, 
^instead of remaining as heretofore military barons, vas- 1 
isals and slaves, lie had long meditated on the prin- 
,ciple, liad gradually prepared the people for the change, i 
Nmd was now determined silently and quietly to complete . 
*it — trusting, and, as it proved, judiciously trusting that th^ 
extreme ignorance of the Court of Directors on all that ^ 
really alfceted the interests of the nations under their \ 
rapacious rule would enable him to eflFect his objc(;t withvj 
out official interference. Once done, by no evil intermed- 
dling of power could it be undone. " And I shall then,” ^ 
he said, " stand upon a rock and defy them.” 
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It has been shown before that all the land of Scindc 
was by Lw and custom vested in tljc government, wliich 
was entitled to resume any jaghecr or crown grant at 
pleasure ; hut at the great Durbar, held in 1811, jaghcers 
had been given on life tenancy, subject to a rent, a portion 
of the land being retained, in the nature of a fine, to be 
let to poor ryots on government account. This system had 
been gradually expanded, to accustom the people mid the 
jaghcerdars to changes preparatory to the great one now to 
be effected. 

Jagheers were of all sizes, from three hundred thousand 
acres down to small estates ; but not al)ov(^ a fourtli part 
of any had been or could be cultivated by tlic holders, and 
the remainders were wastes, only valuable as they gave 
importance by their royalties, and an excuse for a greater 
warlike following, to be subsisted by oppression aiul 
plunder ; but tln^ suppression of military tenures having 
taken away that advantage the extent of jagheer no longer 
conferred such dangerous greatness. Tlie system of life 
tenancy had worked well, and was spreading ; for always 
the jaghcerdars were free to choose under which tenure 
they would hold ; and the principle was uoav to be extended 
in tlic hope of giv^g the population, ricli and poor, new 
views of social organization, by making the great men 
territorial nobles and gentlemen instead of turbulent 
rapacious waiters on despotism. 

With that view they were offered an absolute hereditary 
right of property in all the land they had, or could culti- 
vate ; but the remainder was to be resumed by government 
as a fine, or purchase of the fee-simple ; and the resumed 
lands, nearly three-fourths of the whole, were to be let to 
ryots and immigrant settlers, at very low rents and with 
the advantages of bcijig free from both rent and taxes for 
two years. The cultivators and the immigrants of both 
races would thus be attached irrevocably to the new order 
(rf things; and the noble Bcloochees would be satisfied 
iKrith a secure title and enjoyment of all that was really 
ilialuable in their jaghcers. Their importance in the state 
would be increased by this enjoyment of independence, but 
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their clannish power abolished, and their hitherto oppressed 
serfs would enjoy freedom and gain good subsistence Avliilc 
they contributed largely to the revenue by bringing the 
waste lands into cultivation. The sirdars came slowly into 
the scheme at first, because they could not easily divest 
themselves of their suspicions, that no government could 
be of good faith, and hence that Sir C, Napicr^s departure 
would destroy their security of title ; but it has since 
spread, as such a wise, great and benevolent measure 
should spread. 

The complete mastery the general had obtained over all 
the people of Scindc was thus evinced ; for the new prin- 
ciple was established without constraint, without commo- 
tion, without remonstrance or discontent; but from his 
first assumption of power, liis measures were always 
advanced to consummation, with the cautious sagacity of 
sound legislation. IMy motives for this step,^^ he said, 
are that a host of poor ryots, hitherto slaves, not only to 
the ameers but to the jaghcerdars, will be enfranchised 
and enabled to live in comfort if industrious ; and I hnovv 
that the nobles can never bo good or contented subjects 
unless we give them public employment and honour them. 
When civilization advances they will, igidcr this system, 
find themselves rich, and they will embark in mercantile 
pursuits and agricultiu’al improvements, because they will 
find their property safe and need not as heretofore make 
themselves formidable as military chiefs to njtain it. But 
had I left them in possession of their enormous jaghcers, 
and their military tcnm’cs, and their royalties, they 
would have always been dangerous subjects. We have 
now put them down as military (diicftains, and we can 
keep them clown because of their semi-barbarism; but 
hereafter we should find it very difficult to deal with their 
more civilized sons, if they continued to hold such immense 
tracts of land, which advancing civilization will change 
from wastes to fruitful possessions. Even under my 
system they will become very powerful; but I have 
established a counter-check by opening a way to raise 
a race of independent fiirmcrs attached to the govern- 
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merit. This is all, I can now do for Soindc and its fine CHAP. XIIT. 
people.” ^ 

That he could do no more good was daily becoming 
more evident, and his resolution to free himself from the 
stupid spiteful enmity of ungrateful masters was fixed; 
yet, ere he took tliat step, he tliought it politic to sIjow 
himself to the people after the number of troops liad 
been reduced, and while the false impression that the 
ameers would be restored was prevalent. Wherefore as 
the body of Nusseer Khan, the chief of the captive Hyder- 
abad ameers, who died about this time, had been brought 
to Scindc for interment, he resolved to carry the corpse 
with him up the river. The Bombay faction had looked 
for disturbance on this occasion, thinking there would 
be a great public ceremony, but the prudence of the 
general baffled that expectation. I would, he said, 
give the deceased ameer a pompous funeral, but rc«ason 
forbids it, and I balk my own desires and reject the 
prayers of my son-in-law, McMurdo, who invoked nu% 
exclaiming, ^ But y yeuerat, a dead enemy T did not 
want the hint, and I like him the better for having given 
it; but to accede would raise a notion, that the supremo 
government had ordered the ceremony as a prelude to the 
restoration of tlie ameers and if bloodshed followed blame 
would justly attach to me. Much therefore as I might 
wish to honour a fallen enemy, who how(*ver had no 
honour according to our ideas, I refuse myself the credit 
of such a display, because 1 have no right from personal 
vanity, and after all it is but that, to risk the shedding 
of blood. Lord Ashley has, unintentionally, by urging 
this restoration retarded the tranquillity of Scindc and 
caused great loss to private Hindoo families ; but as to 
restoring the ameers, as far as I am concerned, he could 
do nothing more contributivc to my reputation in these 
countries. The poor know I devote myself to their in- 
terests, and they know the cruel treatment they would 
receive from the Talpoor race if they again became 
masters. Experience has taught them a lesson, and I 
defy anything but English bayonets to replace the ameers ! 

z 
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CHAP. XIII. Lord Asldcy and myself will appear before a tribunal) 
1.947 where truth alone can lie heard, and he will then learn — ^ 
I will not say to his cost for I am told he is a good man — ^ 
but he will learn that 1 have acted witli lionour and 
humanity to the ameers and to the jieople of Scinde ; that 
I liave seen my way with more knowledge of the country 
than he has ; that I have never done an act of injustice, 
but have raised the character of the English for truth and 
honour where the political agents had sunk it ; and that 
he has been from first to last in error about Scinde. 

^^Well! time will tell on these matters and I abide 
mine, tliough I do not think any justice will be done to 
me while 1 am alive, and Avhen I am dying 1 will not say 
with that great man Sir John Moore ^ 7 /iop(^ my country 
will do me justice,^ for I am so hardened by undeserved 
abuse and misrepresentation, that I care not whether 
justice is done to me or not. Yet it is discouraging, how- 
ever firm the heart maybe, to see persons like Lord Ashley, 
ignorantly assenting to the running down the character of 
a man who has lost two of his family in this trying climate, 
and who is risking the lives of the rest, and his ow^n life, 
from a determination not to abandon his post while he 
can be of use. I am however hardened — not in feeling, 
but by principle and reason — against abuse. I have done 
nothing but what w as right and honourable. I have in no 
instance violated religion or honour to obtain success ; on 
the contrary, I have attained it by a rigid adherence to 
both, and I hold those who so foully abuse me in just 
contempt.^^ 

Witli tliese sentiments he continuc'd to work conscien- 
tiously, and by tlie light of his owm genius amidst the dark 
cloud of falsehood raised to shroud his actions from the 
knowledge of his countrymen; but in July, 1847, a severe 
illness, which nearly sent his wife to the grave, hastened 
, by a few months liis resignation of power, and in October 
^ he embarked for England wdth all the honour that his 
^troops could offer to show their veneration, and every 
good wish that a people grateful for happiness and security 
bestowed, could express. Nor w\as this a transient feeling 
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^with the Beloocheo and Sciiidec races; for this after- 
proof of its depth and sincerity has been given ; one as 
irrefragable as that furnislied by the grateful peasants of 
Ccphalonia, wlien they cultivated his farm in his absence. 
In 1850, when returning from the supreme military 
command of India through Scinde — when it was known 
that he was at variancje with tlie governor-general and was 
abandoning India for ever — the grateful Bclooch chiefs 
asked leave at Kurrachcc to present him with a sword of 
great value, not, as they said, because he was their con- 
queror, but tliat he had, after coP|licst, secured to them 
their rights, their dignities and possessions, and made that 
conquest a l)encfit to them and their race. 

This is a noble contrast to the feelings which have actu- 
ated Lord Dalhousie and the Bombay government; for 
with that littleness whicli forgets the public welfare in the , 
indulgence of personal malice, they have, since Sir C. 
Napier’s departure from Scinde destroyed as far as their 
pow cr w ent every great work and institution projected by 
him for the benefit of that country. ^ 

>CThc^cai^^ if not entirely put down, In^^ 

bccTs^witlicrccfo^ neglect as to Ije useless. ^ 

The completion of the barracks at IIydcrabad,j)erlia ps^ 
the most excellcnitly conTiiv^ fc Wdiers^ iicalth and. 
comfort of any in the Britisli dominions, has been peremp- 
torily stopped when one wing was finished, the other 
advanced ; and all the materials gathered are left to rot 
alongside the w^alls which arc perishina^om exposure ! 

Th e cQntiniiatio n of the great ni ol^tT KuiTachcc has^ 
been abandoned under positive orders, issued in disregard 
of the loud cries of the shippin g and mercantile community 
for its completion. Those cries have indeed been so loud^ 
and imperative, that the present able and vigorous com-^ 
missioncr for Scinde, Mr. Frere, confident in tlic jusli 
feelings of Lord Mkland to support him, has, it is said,^ 
resolved to resume the work. The petty jealous follj^ 
which stopped it remains however tlic same, it is Mr. Prenf 
not Lord Dalhousie who has displayed sense. ^ 

TLc construction of the aqueduct for conveying the 
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lAP. MU, iviuiicc’jir water to the town and vessels has never hceii^ 
I permitted. 

/^The great caiud system for scientifically irrigating Sciiidc^ 
has been abolished, and the control of the waters, so ab- 
solutely essential to the agriculture and revenue of the 
country, has been thrown again into the hands of the 
ignorant and fraudulent kardars. 

To these retrograde acts must be added the breaking up 
of the annual mart for horses and other commodities at 
Sukkur, and the refusa^o sanction the building of a safe^ 
magazine at Bukkui^j^^ommcrce with Central Asia was i 
forwjirded and the army supplied with fine animals at a 
cheap rate by the first establishment, and the w ant of the 
second exposes Bukkur, Sukkur and Roree hourly to a 
terrible explosion. These and many other minor injurious 
interferences present a lamentable picture of dcstriictiA CJ 
folly and ignoble jealousy. 

While Sir C. Napier was yet in the land, the last deci- 
sive blow was given to that robber system which ho had 
Worn to extirpate — a blow terrible in its details of blood, 
but a crowning measure of incrcyfortlm of’ 

,Scinde. 

j Notwitifistand^^ Lieutenant Young- 

husSandj!m subsecjncnT^itm fight wfith the 

Murrees, Islam Khan^s Jlhbogtees, always press(5d by 
hunger, made another foray on the Scindian frontier. 
Moving doAvn the Tcyaga ravine, they first assaulted one 
of the Kyharee^OTts, were repulsed, and their further 
\narch tracked b^ a young officer n ame d MercAv ether, Avho 
from Shahpoor followed them with a detachment of the 
■Moguls j^nd some auxiliary Kyharees. H e found them, 
dbout seven hundred in number, tlinty-fivc only being 
mounted, arrayed in a deep line near the foot of tlie hills, 
but preparing to cross the desert. They first sought by 
a flank movement to gain a jungle on their left, but Mere- 
aether galloping across their front cut them off ; yet their 
position was still strong, amidst rocks and bushes, if they 
liad staid quiet. They however] thinking the gallo]) of the 
]Moguls was to avoid _ an action rushed forward firimr 
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^ matchlocks^ clashing sword against shield, shouting and CHXF. xni 
howling ill a frightful manner, whereupon the horsemen 
wheeled and cluti’ged through them. The shock was rude, 
hut the undaunted Bhoogtees closed again and keeping 
shoulder to shoulder still made for the hills, followed by 
the Moguls who plied their carbines with a terrible exe- 
cution. Having crossed a rivulet the robbers turned and 
stood to receive another charge and earbinc-fire, and then 
without breaking renewed their ettbrts to retreat, yet 
were once more cut off’ from the hills and finally brought 
to biiy. JNferewether offered (piairter, but tliey bore his 
fire until only one hundred and twenty nunained, who 
sullenly tlirew down their arms. Two of their mounted 
men escaped, all the rest were killed or taken, and eight 
chiefs died sword in hand. 

, Islam aiul^^j\]mnpd Khini^^flio two principal men, werc^ 
not present in this fight, and so avoided the general 
but their stout-hearted tribe was destroyed; for thougn| 
only one hundred and twenty Moguls jN xre engaged the ^ 
earth tos cumbered with six nundred iBtioogtec carcases! 
jThcrc was here no cruelty to cause this dismal butchery 
— all the ferocity was on the side of the sufferers. Long^ 
had Sir C. Napier striven to abate that ferocity and induced 
them to settle alongside the Jackrances in Scindc ; he had 
personally endeavoured to soften the temper of the cap7| 
tive chief Dora, had given him land and sent him witln 
renewed offers of protection and possessions for his tribe 
and in the iight Merewether had adjured them to accept 
of quarter. Hence, Avliile admiration for their constant 
intrepid temper is mingled with pity for their destruction,* 
justice proclaims that their blood was on their own heads 
So ended Sir C. Napier's administration of Scindc ! ^g[|| 

He had found that laud domineered over by a race of** 
fierce warriors, who hated the English from political and 
religious motives, and who were preparing for w^ar, witflj 
a well-grounded distrust of British public faith and honour, J 
and a contempt for British military prowess — a contempt! 
which the disaster at Cabool and several 
defeats iiiKJicla^iCcmed to wiu’rant. 
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He had found it under the oppressive sway of an oligarchy 
of despots, cnicl, and horribly vicious in debauclicry ; 
setting such examples of loathsome depravity, as must 
finally liave corrupted society to its core and made 
regeneration imjiossible. 

He had found the rural subject jiopulation crushed 
with Imposts, shuddering under a ferocious domination, 
wasting in number from unnatural mortality and forced 
emigration — the towns shrinking in size and devoid of 
handicraftsmen. The half-lilled fields were sullenly cul- 
tivjitcd by misci*ablc serfs, whose labours only brought 
additional iniseiy to themselves ; and more than a fourth 
of the fertile land was turned into lairs for wild licasts by 
tyrants, who thus defaced and rendered pernicious what 
God had (Tcated for the sid}sisteucc and comfort of man. 

» lie had found society wdthuiit thxi.pcutcct^^i of law, or 
j^iat of natural human feelings; for slaverl’^ was widely, 
■spread, murder, especially of women, rife, hlood-feuds 
universal, and s^teinatic robbery so establislnid by the 
force of circumstances as to leave no otlicr mode of 
existence free, and rendering that crime the mark and sig|| 
of heroism. Might Avas right, and the whole social frame- 
Vork was dissolving in a horrible confusion where the 
bloody hand only could thrive. 

• lie had found the Beloochees w ith sword and shield, 
defyiiig^and capable of ovcrtlirowdng armies. — He left them 
with spade and mattock subtnissive to* a' constable's staff. 
He found them lurbulent imiLh^oodj^ niastcn^, in ji realm 
where confusion and injustice prevailed — lie left tliem^ 
mild and obedient subjects in a country where justice 
was substituted for their military domination. 

Ip lie had found Scinde groaning under tyranny, he left 
it a contented though subdued province of India, respected 
by surrounding nations and tribes, which he had taught 
to confide in English honour, and to tremble at English 
military prowess as the emanation of a deity. He found 
it poor and in slavery, he left it without a slave, relieved 
jBJa^'lmbJsale robbery and wholesale murder, with an 
iimrcasing population, an extended 
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cndturc, and H])iiiKlance of food produced by tlie willing 
industry of independent labourers. He left it also with 
an enlarged comnieree, a reviving internal traffic, expand- 
ing towns, icstorcd handicraftsmen, mitigated taxation, 
a great revenue, an economical administration, and a 
reformed social system — w ith an enlarged and improving 
])ublic spirit, and a great road ojiened for future prospea’ity. 
lie had in fine, found a dividetl population, misery and 
servitude on the one hand, and on the other a barbarous 
domination — crime and cruelty, tears and distress, cvery- 
wliere prevailing, lie left a united regenerated |)('0[)bi 
rejoicing in a rising civilization the work of bis beneficent 
g<mius. 


CHAP. XIII. 
1817. 



SDPI’LILMENT. 



being so officiiilly termed but this Avas by^ic Court of ^ 


Directors nifused to the victorious army of Mccaucc, 
wliicli Avas iliiis forced to appeal directly to the sovereign. 
This appeal Avas successful, but for some reason not ex- 
plained, though not difficult to divine, the Court of 
Directors A\^as made tmstcc for a hiir distribution, and 
immediately proceeded to make a foul one ; namely, that 
Sir C. Napier, mot heimu a cornmander-in-chief^ should^ 
accordmg to the preimtemt mar/e in Tmdia, share omhy as a 
ninjor- general j and have but a sixteenth instead of an 
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ehfhth.*^ This was notified to the Lords of the Treasury 
as the ('ourt of Directors^ decision ! 

There was however more to be done. A decision it 
was, and as mean and base a one as ever disgraced a 
public ])ody, but it was not a linal decision. The royal 
w arrant ])ro\'ided an ap[)(ial to the Lords of the Treasury ; 
and tlmngli the Court of Directors withheld all otKcial 
notice of its decision from Sir C, Napier, wdio w as then in 
Scinde, thus indirectly seeking to debar him of his right of 
appeal by lapse of time, his fi*iends in England, apprized of 
wdiat was going on through other channels, w ere permitted 
by the Ijords of the Treasury to put in a plea for the absent 
general. Then was poured into the public car, alJ possible 
anonymous scurrility, and resistance to oppression was 
represented as a sordid seeking for dishonest gain at the 
expense of ^ the soldiers who had fouglit the battles ! 
Moreover at the very time the decision, shameless as it 
was shown to l)e, was mjide by the directors, one of their 
body, Sir J. Weir Hogg, prompted a member of the 
House of Commons, Mr. Baillic — the prompting being 
readily accepted in all its foulness — ^to assert, in opposition 
to a suggestion that the general had not been duly 
honoured, that ^^lie had received seventy thousaml pounds 
as prize-money ! — a sum exceeding the amount of the 
eiglith wdiieli Sir J. AV. Hogg was then endeavouring to 
reduce one-half, and also knew' well, that far from being 
received, neither the greater nor the lesser sum could 
be paid for several years ! Neither prompter nor speaker 
on this occasion could understand, that to a generous 
mind money Avas not an equivalent for honours withheld 
when glorious actions had been performed : that Avas a 
mystery they could not penetrate. 

The directors’ decision Avas, on appeal, reversed by the 
Ijords of the Treasury, and Sir C. Napier’s advocate, Mr. 
John George Philliniorc, dissecting it with a firm and 
skilful hand, exposed all its mabgnant Aveakness. He 
showed, that the denial of rank as corarnandcr-in-chicf was 
advanced in direct contradiction of the governor-general’s 
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minute confeiTiiij^ tliat appointment, find in opposition totlie 
whole stream of his official correspondence — tliat the direc- 
tors had studiously suppressed all facts beariu" on the real 
question, and had as studiously brought forward irrelevant 
matter to obscure the truth — ^that fill former decisions, all 
nsaf^e, all analogy precedent and rule laid down, whether 
by former courts or by royal authority, contradicted the 
DirectoiV assertions, and marked tlu^ir decision, indelibly, 
fis a pitiful display of personal hostility, offensive alike to 
custom, to law, and to honour ! Yet here, justice again 
imperatively calls for the admission, tliat amongst the 
directors were men who did not join and were incapable 
of joining in this proceeding, though powerless to prevent 
the corporate act. 

As a coqioration the Court of l^irectors acted in a base 
manner. Fj’om the moment Sir C. Njqiier appeared as 
fi victorious general under the aus])iecs of Ijord Kllon- 
borough, he was marked by that court, and through its 
inliuence by the crown ministers, for slights find ill usage, 
beciause his exploits gave lustre to fi policy which it had 
been factiously decided to decry. In tlnit spirit the park 
guns had been silenced, and the thanks of parliament for 
his battles withheld for a year, though the noise of both 
was readily furnished for intermediate actions scarcely to 
be called victories. 

Every scurrilous writer, from the ponqious libellers 
of the Edinhurffh and Quarterly Revictrs, to the penny- 
paid slanderers of the daily journals, were set to assail his 
character and dejireciate liis actions ; and while he was 
denied all legfil find customary official protection, insub- 
ordiufitc officers were inordinately rcwfirded for fissailing 
him in publications violating at on(!(^ discipline, decency, 
and the orders of the court itself — orders issued with 
Machiavclian policy, to give an appearance of condemning 
what it was secretly encourfiging find oiieuly rewarding. 
Miserable expedients also were resorted to for abating his 
reputfition. Lord Ripon forgot to jmblish his despatches 
— ministerial orfitors omitted his name at public banquets 
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when lauding the generals who had gained Indian victo- 
ries : and those contemptible arts were continued when he 
returned to England. He only of the officers who came 
back from tlic East witli any pretensions to celebrity was 
uninvited to city feasts, w^as ungrccted by the offers of 
city honours. 'When tributes of res])cet, springing from 
real pul die feeling, were paid to him, the London journals, 
a few excepted, left them unnoticed; and that this was 
the result of an extraordinary sinister influence was proved 
by its constancy, and by the following fact. The town- 
council of Portsmouth, in presence of an enthusiastic 
assemblage of inhabitants, presented an address to Sir 
C. Napier on his landing; and he was escorted to the 
town-hall by all the regular oflicers of the garrison, and 
those of the royal marines. No account of this com]di men- 
dary proceeding appeared; and when the mayor of Ports- 
mouth sent an authentic report to one of the leading 
journals for xmblication it was refused, though he offered 
to pay for it as an advertisement ! 

The contrivers of those artifices in their eagerness to 
obscure a great nian^s fame, forgot that history and ))os- 
terity would remain, even though the Jhiglish public had 
been so indifferent as to accept such pitiful impositions 
on its judgment. Jhit it did not do so. Unexpected and 
iiumiiumt danger to India caused the real national feeling 
to burst forth with a violence overwhelming all despi- 
cable arts; and those ministers who ^ had lent them- 
selves to the Court of Directors^ passions and enmity, were 
compelled by the nation to present to their sovereign 
the slandered, neglected, victorious general, as the man 
whom England called for in the hour of danger — 
and then the directors, licking the dust with fevered 
tongues, besought him to accept honours and confer 
safety ! 

Scornfully forgetful of past injuries. Sir C. Napier put 
ministers and directors from his thoughts, and looking 
only to the sovereign and the people, returned to India, 
there to meet, as he foretold, the same ungrateful male- 
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volcTKie Avlien danj^er sliould pass away. Forced by insult to 
resign his high command a second time, he is again a butt 
for injustice, and supercilious neglect ; but for posterity, 
for history, he uill always be the daring victor of Meeance 
and Hyderabad, the intrepid snbducr of the hillmen, the 
successfid regenerator of Scinde, the firm military reformer 
of India — the man on whom the universal Englisli nation 
called in the hour of danger to uphold a distant tottering 
empire. 


THE END. 



A P P E N I) [ X . 


I. 

The nature of the ameeiV government to Avhicli the 
J3oml)ay faction gave the character of patriarchal is 
here shown. 

Extract from a Report of the Kurrachce Colter tor, to the 
• J'udiie-Advocate-Ceneral on the mode of exanuniny 

vutnessea in criminat trials under the Ameers, 

Noveml)er, 1S44. 

The ameers had no regular rules for examination of 
witnesses or for administering justice. The most common 
practice was to ask the witness, without administering an 
oath, what he knew, and in the event of liis professing 
ignorance, should tlie judge entertain suspicion of Ins 
truth, he was forthwith put to the torture to make him 
tell what the judge considered he ought to knoAV. This 
torture Avas either the hanging him up by the thumbs, 
and applying a red-hot ramrod to different parts of his 
body ; or by pricking him with a dagger ; or by ai)plying 
a naked blade to his throat, AAuth an intimation that his 
throat Avould be severed unless he at once told the truth. 
These atrocious modes have been practised, to my know- 
ledge, by different hakims or governors of Kurrachce 
since I have been in Scinde, and on tAvo occasions Avith 
success ! 

Extract from a Report of the Hyderabad Collector and 
Magistrate, 

November, 1811. 

Oaths were generally in the ameers’ time administered 
to parties in civil suits, but there Averc then no such things 
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as regular criminal trials in Sciiide. The usual way was, 
if the case was one of murder to leave the respective 
tribes to settle the matter by retaliation or otherwise. In 
case of robliciy or otlicr ordinary crimes, the kardar 
asc(irtained as lie could by verbal information, by tracking, 
and other modes, who the delinquent was, and when he 
had seized him, put him in the stocks and thrashed and 
tortured him until he confessed. Any man whom there 
was good reason to think able to throw a light on the 
case, but who refused or tried to evade giving evidence, 
was treated in like manner, till his rcluctaiiec was over- 
come. There w'as also the ordeal by fire and that by 
water, wherein, if the accused was burned, or unable to 
remain below water the regulated time without being 
drowned, or if he refused the ordeal altogether, he was 
without more ado found guilty. 

In the above cases I suppose always the accused to be 
a Hindoo or Scindcc, or a Rcloochcc of some tribe whose 
chief was powerless; for otherwise he would not have 
concealed anything, but have kc])t tln^ property in defiance 
of complainant and kardar, and cut dow^ii the first man 
sent to apprehend him. 


II. 

Compressed Extracts from a Report by C. Richardson, Esq, 

Deputy Collector in t^cinde, 

July, 1845. 

Sugar has been planted and grown in considerable 
(piantitics throughout U])pcr and lower Scindc on the 
banks of the Indus for many years, and 1 am led to 
believe the culture of it may be increased to any extent. 
The culture was in the ameers’ time much diminished, 
from tin; exorbitant taxes on the ground ; but the soil on 
both banks is admirably adapted for the sugar-cane. The 
richness of the soil from the annual alluvial deposits 
obviates the necessity of manure, which in every other 
part of India is absolutely requisite and entails besides 
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iniicli labour and expense for carriage and collection. In 
Scinde the principal labour is plougliing and clearing the 
land of jungle-bush and weeds. In many parts of India 
it has been found difficult and even impossible to raise 
sugar-canes, from the great quantity of water required 
independent of the labour of drawing it from deep w(dls ; 
but near the Indus they can be supplied in abundance and 
certainty. Notwithstanding the advantages of rich soil 
and abundant water, the inhabitants during the ameers' 
sway have taken no interest in the cultivation of sugar ; 
and even now with ameliorated taxation tlicy do not take 
care or trouble ; hence the cane w Inch ought to be of a 
superior kind is generally stunted and small, and the juice 
is of an inferior fl«avour. 

A great d(^al of the cane is sold as aii esculent in large 
towns and the villages in the vicinity of the cane-fiirms ; 
some portion is however compressed in a rude manner 
for //oof% blit the people arc ignorant of any good 
process. Hy the introduction of suj)erior canes from the 
Mauritius and other jilaccs, and a better cultivation of the 
indigenous cane with superior manufactiin*, the actual 
produce of goor might be doubled; meanwliilo sugars of 
every description are imported, chiefly from JMuscat. 
In many parts of Jlciigal sugar-manufactories have biien 
established with success ; yet nowhere have the facilities 
been so great as in Sciiide, wdierc soil, climate, alnindanee 
of water, easy irrigatioji and transport are all combined; 
it needs but the hand of government to make sugar- 
cultivation floiu’ish. The expense of a large sugar-manu- 
factory ivoiild not be very great, and a liaiidsome return 
would soon be nializcd, cand induce private speculators to 
commence enterprises which would largely increase tlie 
revenue. The sugar-mills should be established in the 
vicinity of the cane, as the latter dries and fermiints 
rapidly after being cut ; and it would be well to encourage 
the ryots to raise the cane, make the goor and bring it 
under conditions for sale at the government sugar-manu- 
factory. The cost of an iron mill sent from England 
would be about three hundred pounds, and the govern- 
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merit outlay of tlic establishment be about three hundred 
and sixty pounds ; but if the pfovernmct^ had the 
ryots instructed how to ])roducc the best raw material 
and then purchased it, the cost of an iron mill would 
be spared. 

Joined with the institutions for making sugar might bo 
one for indigo, for which valuable product the soil, from 
Sukkur to Kotree, is generally very favourable ; but 
below the latter place the dews are so heavy as to be 
injurious to the plant. Any quantity of indigo may be 
grown in Scinde ; and the alluvial soil on each side of the 
Indus, saturated by inundations, should produce indigo of 
a quality fully equal to, if not better than that of Bengal ; 
and I doubt not would do so ; for in fact Scinde is just 
Bengal over again, without its rains, and the rains arc the 
great enemy of the Bengal planter. In the districts of 
Kanote and Mahajanda, ninety or a hundrijd maunds of 
indigo arc yearly made, and the (piality of the drug is 
good, but a rougli mode of manufacture greatly depre- 
ciates its value. 


III. 

Extract from one of many Letters addressed by Sir (L 
Napier to the siqn'enie Government about the Mutlaree 
river, lohich were unanswered. 

August, 1845. 

As we have now passed over the season for rain and 
have not had any at Kurrachcc, the tanks are all dry and 
the wells very low. The consequence of this is bad water, 
and bowel-complaints arc attacking the soldiers. I assure 
you it would be very desirable for the health of this can- 
tonment if vfc WTi’c to have the Mullarec river brought 
into camp, the expense, wdiich I forwarded in August 
1841', would be only tw^elvc thousand pounds : a small, 
sum compared to the great advantages of health and 
convenience which would result'from this work. 

The w ater here is drawn from wells, and is strongly 
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impregnated with soda and other matters. Sometimes 
you dig and come to frcsli water at ten, twenty, or tliirty 
feet ; then go a foot deeper and it is perfectly salt. There 
are m ells in tlie cantonments within two hundred feet of 
each other, and in some cases a great deal nearer — one is 
salt the other fresh. The earth is full of saltpetre and 
soda they say. However the water is deleterious 
wliatever it be composed of, and you would do a gi’eat 
favour to Kurrachee if you will order us to begin this 
work at once. 

(Signed) O.J. Napier. 

To Sir Henry Hardinge, &c. 

Note, — A medical board was aftcrwiu*ds directed by 
government to report on the w'ater at Kurrachee and 
declared it to beJ^^^wrcjzyu/ ^ water Neve rtheless it 
contained theTorcigTIniTJslaTic^ ihtlic «above 

letter with the addition of alum : and invariably produced 
bowel com])laints when first used by new coiners. It 
was by all unlearned men considered unwholesome. ]More- 
over this board examined it at a time when rain had just 
fallen, and as all the w^ells were tlien full the proportion 
of deleterious matter was greatly redueed. — W. N. 


IV. 

Extracts from a Letter to Lord Eltenborougk mritten when 
preparing to commence the Campaign against the Hitt- 
men, 

Sukkur, 19th December, 1844. 

I have this day arrived here, the anniversary of the 
day on which I left it two years ago ! It reminds me of 
all your lordship’s kindness to me, and of the danger to 
which tliis empire has been exposed by your recall ; and 
in the words of one of our greatest men. Sir John Moore, 
I will say I hope all the mischief that may hai)pen will 
not happen. I left Kurrachee tlie 11th of November, and 
have found the country a dead level with, if I may use 
the expression, rows of mountains running through it in 

2 A 
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a direction^ more or less, north and south. These hills 
do not gradually rise so as to form undulating sections ; 
they are all strongly dcrmcd like walls and full of fossils. 
One day we marched through quantities of petrified wood ; 
this we found at Mullcrce camp — so marked on W alker^s 
map. A\'hen we passed Pokune the country changed to 
hill and valley, and between those two watering-places 
the highest part of the country appears to be. Tlience it 
becomes rocky and the alluvial soil disappears, but we again 
come upon it on reaching Chorla. I - p to that all is barren. 

Jletween Pokune and Chorla the country is wild in 
the extreme ; rocks rolled together apparently by some 
grand convulsion of nature. I heard from one guide that 
there is a quantity of alum here — he said he had got it 
and sold it. 1 would Iiavc halted there a week were it 
not that I miti that 

T should hav(5 lost time, and Scinde would have gained 
nothing, nor science either. There are hot springs among 
these hills, and w(^ observed a low range of hillocks ten 
to twenty foot high, running parallel to the great range of 
the Tlala, and formed of stones like cinders. One wise 
man of our parly pronounced them a concrete of vege- 
table matteiV^ so I suppose they are. However they have 
a curious apjiearaiicc and are quite diflerent from their 
neighbours, I carried away some pieces which 1 keep 
against the time I meet a learned man, the breed of which 
I am airaid is rather scarce in Scinde, and 1 have begged 
a Utile philosopher from Sir IJ. llardinge, if he has one to 
spare, for travelling in Scinde to tell us nhat treasures we 
possess. 

Prom Chorla I passed through Peer Aree where ('oloncl 
Roberts surprised Shah Mohariied. It was well done, 
and I am sorry the colonel did not get the C. B. ; that 
march and capture of the Lion^s brother Avere of great 
use in settling the country, and a march at that time 
of year was no ordinary mo\ement. 

At Schwan I examined the ruins of what is called 
, Alexander’s Tower. I have seen a great deal of Crccian 
^^ruins, and this is decidedly not Grecian. It probjibly is 
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the site of the colony left by Alexander, because the 
rocky bank makes it probable tlie Indus has always run 
here and occasionally Greek coins are found, but the 
mins are those of a fortress 

Prom thence to Sukkur the land has much cultivation 
though not a hundredth jiart is cultivated. Still it is 
rich and so may all between Kurracliee and Pokune be — 
immense plains of rich soil untouched by man ! The 
formation makes it difficult to find water, but to me 
it is beyond a doubt that water may be found every- 
where by sinking wells, and to that I will give my best 
attention as soon as 1 can. My idea is to increase and 
improve the wells where they have been already made by 
poor people; then, as the advantages are there felt and 
agriculture increases round them, and tlie people grow 
richer from growing markets and decreasing robbery, 
they will themselves sink new wells distant from those 
existing. This seems to me the most rational mode of 
proceeding — a slow one, but that is inevitable — one needs 
patience in these things, yet the more anxious I am to be 
of use, the more difficult 1 find it to be patient. 

I found a set of robbers of theJlii^ribc — not Beloochce, 
but Scindee liins — they hadflwcmained faithful to tlie. 
Kalloras and the ameers persecuted them. They were 
driven by the anu'crs from the Delta to the moun- 
tains some years ago, and have from that time lived by 
plunder ; but being intruders the ilclooidi robbers were 
hostile to them and were supported by the ame*crs, the 
poor Rins lived a hard life. They petitioned me for land 
and protection, and I gave them waste land in the vicinity 
of JuiTuck. This has been one good done by my tour. 
Another is that I found, in despite of my exertions, slavery 
existing to a great and cruel extent. IHiis was made 
known by the slaves coming to me when they found 
mixcfl with the poor people and had an interpreter, for 
they crowded round my tent everywhere. 1 instantly, 
seized ten or twelve slave-masters, men of rank and, 
influence, and for three weeks I have marched them as 
prisoners through the country. * * * i am 

2 
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extremely displeased at tliis slavery still existing, and I 
believe it to be only in Captain Preedy^s collcctorate, and 
in tlic close neigliboiirbood of tlic nionntaiiis, where 
ohefjl je p^e to the establishes itself step by stcji 

and cannot be enforced at once as in the flat lands — it 
is a great point for robbers to have their retreat secure in 
their war against the law'. However iny harsh treatment 
of the slaveholders has struck a terror that I hope 
will really destroy slavery. 

Wnllee (^handia has behaved w ith ])crfcet fidelit}". He 
captured Nowbut Khan, a robber chief who has defied 
me for a year, plundering and murdering without remorse. 
On his plundering a caravan of seventy-five camels and 
killing the camel-men I oflcred 1 ,000 rupees for his capture, 
and he is now in Fort Bukkiir, and with him another 
great robber, Sobah Guddee, who idso defied me,. Fitz- 
gerald marched seventy-five miles with the camel corps 
and surprised this chief in his mountain hold ; 400 of 
his men were out, he and forty w'crc at home. He fought. 
His son and two nephews died gallantly in arms w ith their 
backs to a tree?. Lieutenant James, deputy-collector, 
begged of them refused, saying, 

they w^erc Sobah Guddee^s son and nephews and would 
not lay down their swwds and shields. I am sorry they 
could not be saved. Their father had less courage ; his 
character is that of a cruel unsparing robber, and the 
whole country rejoices at his fate ; Lieutenant James 
says, people turned out in crowds to sec him pass 
and expressed their satisfaction. He shall be tried by 
a military commission. 1 think the capture of these 
men will stop robbery in bands for the future, and 
I now hope I may say the right bank of the Indus 
is orderly and tolerably secure. There are however 
one or tw'o gentlemen with whom 1 had conversation 
as 1 passed their villages, who are very fit subjects 
for capital punishment. One was very active in pursuing 
Nowbut when he plundered the caravan: he recovered 
sixty-three of the camels and very generously gave 
eightc*en to the owners. As I passi'd they complained 
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find 1 scut a policcinau to him. lie is old, and if ever 
villany was depicted in man's face it is so in this chief's 
countenance. 

T find in many cases here taxation takiiij^ one lialf the 
produce, 1 will reduce it everywhere, and under all cir- 
cumstances to one-third. It is objeettui th;it the revenue 
will suffer. It will at first, but tlu'rc w ill be a reaction ; 
nu/i'c people will then come and settle in the plains and 
there will be more jungle cleared, and increased cultiva- 
tion will more than cover the loss to the revenue for two 
or three years. Hie government has plains of good land, 
some tiventy miles loiig by eight and twelve in breadth, 
untouched, and by giving great advantages to the r^'ots so 
many will settle as to repay the temporary loss of revenue, 
and the additional comfort wull diminish tiie disposition to 
i-ohbeiy. lint these wild men must get comfoit on i‘asy 
terms at first, or they will not change their swords for 
ploughshares. 1 have turned all this much in my mind as 
I rode through the country thinking how I (ould best 
serve it. The result is to reduce taxation and nnii — they 
are really one— to one-third of the produce of land at all 
hazards. If i do harm 1 must ho punished by my own 
regret, and the Company must place here a better man. 
L have the collectors against me, and 1 do wrong therefore, 
if wrong it be, of iny own will, no one else can be blamed, 
except your lordship for putting me here ; but 1 am too 
thoroughly eonviiiecd that my principle is right to have 
fear. However 1 will go slowly and gradually to work. 

I am resolved also upon another step — that of making 
advances to tluj poor ryots of Ji little money, siiy, as far as 
thirty rupees to purchase a pair of bullocks ; and to give 
them laud rent free for two years on condition of clearing 
jungle. I am told they will run away with the money. 
This may happen in one or two cases but I wholly dis- 
believe it will be general. These Scindees I think an 
exceedingly honest people. As to the hill chiefs it is 
another thing; robbery is a profession made necessary 
with them by bad government, w^hich has left men of a 
certain rank no other mode of existence. No officer is 
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robbe(l_, evcny kind of property is*sjifer in Sciiide tlmii in 
Bombay. I am therefore sure that by these little ad- 
vances to poor families T shall clear the jungle rapidly and 
raise up that class for which England was on(;e so cele- 
brated — yeomen. 1 am also gradually breaking down the 
system of jaglicers. Whenever a jaghcerdar dies, I either 
resume the jagheer and divide it amongst zemindars and 
ryots, or let it to the son of the jaghcerdar for a regular 
rent, depriving the jagheer of its royalties — they try hard 
to preserve their privileges of life, death, and taxation. 

The black mail is a terrible affair; I cannot see how to 
fleal with it for several years. Our police ^vt)rks admirably. 
Thc}^ fight stanehly, and their inclination to bully has 
been taken out of them on one or two occasions rather 
severely; so they no longer give oflence to the people as 
they (lid at lirst. 

IMic systO!ri oi‘ trying great culprits by military commis- 
sions answers well as far as 1 can judge, and the magistrates 
deal out substantial justice in minor (»as(^s. I read every 
process and sign (‘very sentence myself, and I lind my 
labour inen'ases : the pc'ople like our system and the 
number of trials is \ory great. T fear if they iiun’case I 
shall hardly be able to go through them for want of time. 
I have no>v given your lordship a general idea of how we 
go on. Perhaps T may add, that with allowance for 
Eastern manners, the flocking of the people round my 
tent everywhere to make salaam, and the shouting loud 
prayers for me as 1 rode through their villages, were signs 
that they are rather content than otherwise, with my 
government. Anotlicr good sign is my riding with only 
the Scindc irregular horse through these wild tribes. 
Insult might have been offered, and maintained also, by 
these mountain chiefs ; for I could not have entered their 
mountain defiles with a slender escort of cavalry far from 
any support. I felt however confident in the disposition 
of the people or I should not have done so. 

I have just heard the Delhi Gazette states that Scinde 
is positively to be given back to the ameers. Unless 
government puts a stop to these reports they must do 
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harm ; they keep the Hindoo population in great alarm, 
and they will not spend money in any speculation while 
these doubts exist. Some of them tell uw franl^ly, ^A"c 
liave money, but if we show this, (which we would do if 
we were certain of the Englisli remaining) and you restore 
the ameers we shall be lost men : they would not leave 
us a shilling, and we might l)e tortured to make' us confess 
to more.^' 

They are going to take Cutch fi'om ISeindc ; they are 
w rong and 1 ]la^'e said so in answ^er to a very weak paper 
sent by the directors to Sir Henry, who sent it to me. I 
liope tiny wiJf do so as far as I am concerned, for Cutch 
adds to my labour and I feel no inter(‘st about it ; l)ut 
(^oloncl llobej*ts, who has been all his life a ])ersonal friend 
of the Kao, has I thiidv doiui much good. The Kombay 
government is very sore, (hitch having been taken from 
it. However all these external matters have little interest 
for nu *. ; ] am w holly engrossed by Seinde, and always 
lear I do not do half wdiat ought to be done — indeed J 
know^ J do not, y(;t 1 strive hard, for the interest I feel for 
the country is past descri])tion, and daily increases. 1 
hope 1 shall never be oliered the commander-in-ehiefship 
of Koiubay, csjiecially now', when they seem going on 
badly I fear, though they have tlye advant age of sin (fie- 
ha nded James Oniram paners 

inform us. I am ignorant of tlie nature of this social 
warfare, but it seems to train on, and will open mcn^s 
eyes to the advantage of your lordship’s vigour at Maha- 
rajapoorc ! 1 suspect they will find tlnit they removed 

your lordship when you had scotched not killed the 
snake;” but for that blow' at (Jwalior, the insurrection 
in the southern Mahratta country would probably have 
worked well with the northern, and that long line of 
country been in arms. Nor arc the Mahrattas a des^j^ 
cable enemy — the spirit of Sevagee is still amongst 
them. 

I have given Sir G. Arthur the 6th N.I., and the 13tlf 
light infantry, not numerous but stanch old soldiers, 
worth double the number of young ones. 1 cannot give 
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•him more; 1 know not what eftcct his disturbance may 
have ou ScindCj and I Jiave lost the 78th. That beautiful 
reji^iment .arrived here in high health, and every other part 
of Seinde was healthy; but the first week in November 
they began to grow^ sickly, and here they are bodily in 
hospital, about 200 dead, men women and children. I 
am sending them away as fast as I can to Hyderabad. As 
to any movement against the liill tribes at this moment I 
have no men ! This place is just a depot of fever — ^not a 
man has escaped, it is as bad as last year. 

***** 


Extracts from Letters to Lord Elfeyiborouijh and Sir 
II, Uardiage touching the mutiny of the Sepoys and the 
sickness of the troops, 

iMutiny — I am afraid the mutiny is not over. 1 met 
Hunter to-day for the first time, and he know s the sepoys 
w^ell — he has no confidence in the present calm. 

* * * * * 

„ I Ciimint duliiv vnii tliat (ieiieial Simpson and 

Hunter are botli of opinion »// in tuxl rinhl arntma the. 
Bengal troops here. The soldiers of the 1th have of late been 
putting very unpleasant questions to their officers about 
pensions to tluiir families ii; case of their (the sepoys’) 
death. The 0 Ith expect to get those pensions ; the other 
regiments want to knoAV why they Avho have not mutinied 
should not have tlie pensions also. In short there is 
reason to believe that great discontent prevails. Some of 
the 4th have said that if the 6 1th go back to India they 
'xQean to follow^ them. ***** 
It is w ith great pleasure I correct a mistake that both 
^I and my adjutant-general made as to the opinion of 
General Hunter regarding the sepoys. He is satisfied 
that all is now right. General Simpson is not ; nor is it 
the genej-al opinion of the officers as far as I can discover 
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quietly, for it is not a tliiug to be talked about — one must 
find out without asking. 

Sickness. — I have this day sent the first division of tlie 
78tli to Hyderabad — not a man in the whole regiment 
can stand under arms ! and not above 120 of the 6-lth 
N.I. and about 80 of the 4th N.I. Some of the guards 
have not been relieved for five weeks ; but fewer native 
soldiers htive died than of the 78th regiment. I have 
also sent the European battery or rather the men to 
Larkaana : tlie guns and horses were left behind ; there 
were no men able to take them. This is a crippled force 
to do anytliing with — only 200 men and tlicy have been 
ill ! I brought the Scinde liorsc through the hills with 
me as a guard ; they and the camel corps are the only men 
1 have able to use their arms, except 300 volunteers from 
the 13th whom I have left at Larkaana. 1 was afraid to 
bring them to this den of fever. Fite or six of the 78th 
died this day ; and I fear many more will go. In this 
state, liostility on the frontier, and cri])plcd by this terrible 
fever you will I am sure approve of my acting as cir- 
cumstances may demand, 1 may be obliged to keep the 
volunteers. ****** 

As to the 78tli, that a severe fever raged through the 
cantonment is certain ; the natives suflered as much as the 
Europeans. But my awn opinion is, and I sim backed up 
in it by Dr. Robertson of the 13tli, a high authority, that 
the mortality in the 78th was as much owing to drink as 
to fever ! no medical man can say that malai ia fever or 
remittent fever docs not fix upon the brain and the liver 
— they all say this — they all say that ardent spirits do 
the same, and the received opinion of mankind is so, even 
to vulgar songs, “ Gin it burtus my liver.^^ Now let us 
take the soldier. T do not mean the 78th in jiarticular — 
it is, say in beautiful order and no drunkenness — but the 
Highlander takes his allowance to the full as w'cll as any 
other man. Observe then that tlie government allows 
him two drams a day — that is to say, three glasses or 
nearly one-third of a quart bottle. One he takes before 
breakfast, and one after. And will any one tell me, who 
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have lived my whole life amongst these men that they do 
not, aye ! th(* soharest of them who drinks at ally add at 
least one if not three more ? 1 laugh when I hear their 

officers, men of little experience, and who do not pay the 
attention I have done all my life to the habits of soldiers 
— 1 laugh when 1 hear these young men say their men 
don't drink ! ! by which they mean get drunk, 1 have 
said the truth. These sober and well-behaved men pitch 
in at least half a bottle of spirits dally. 13nt I want no 
exaggeration. 1 will take the goNerninent allow^anee of 
nearly one-third of a bottle of raw spirit, swallowed daily, 
and 1 ask common sense if tliat is not enough to ke(;p the 
liver and brain in a constant state of inllammation, more or 
less. And I ask of any medical man to say, if a remittent 
fever super\cnes, whether the chanc(‘s of recovery arc not 
agair.sl the patient ? 

For those who «re more guided by authority than 
reason, 1 lu'ard Sir Jolui IVloore say, he thought the 
third of a bottle of wine too much for a young man to 
drink regularly c\ery day in Enr/land, Vet heir wo give 
a boy oiie-third of a bottle of raw' s[)irits ! Aly scicond 
authority was Doctor Ihiihw, the gri'at Bailey, who said to 
* * * ^Mf you want to recover your stomach and 

have health never touch wine or l)cer" — Oh ! but I am 
used to wine I cannot leave it off. so suddenly'' — ^'That 
is egregious nonsense, an argument used only by men 
who don't like to give up their wine." So mueh for 
authorities; but common sense must tell every one that 
the government allowance is enough to ruin the health of 
the young men Avho come to this hot climate. 1 again 
appeal to m(*dical men. The strength of a young soldier 
carries him through the remittent fever and hw ration 
of raw^ spirits; he is weak ind(?ed and at death's door, 
but nature triumphs. lie leaves the hospital, liis body 
disposed to dysentery; the hospitals are full, the attend- 
ance, from the sickness, scarce, surgeons worked to death. 
When weak and low^ the convalescent gets his dram and 
his spirits at once rall}\ Young and uneducated, he 
attributes this to the dram doing him good ; after a while 
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tlie cxhilanitioii goi;s ofV, Jiiid then languid and tecblc iie 
tries another — he won’t get drunk, he knows that is bad ; 
but lie goes close to it, and in a few days the internal 
irritation turns to dysentery, or that is upon liiin from 
the first x^^'rhaps, and he takes the drains to cure it — in 
either case lie is gone. Now Iwu’e is a good youth without 
vice, increly using what government allows him, which 
he naturally thinks good for him, and his comrades tell 
him so ; it kills him, and when he dies the result is laid 
on climate. Now climate is strong, yet medicine and 
regimen can wrestle with and overthrow it ; but medicine 
cannot overthrow climate and the third of a quart bottle of 
raw spirits, taken daily preparatory to ftviir liefore going 
into hospital, and as a restorative after coining out ! 

T have taken a sober soldier who drinks only his ration ; 
and how few there are who confine themselves to that ! 

1 am told that some tee-totalleifl^’ have died. I do 
not doubt it; there may be hundreds of exceptions — 
sobriety does not make a man immortal — but T will still 
say that the mortality is divided between drink and 
climate, and also want of sufficient care and attendance 
which in these heavy attacks cannot be provided — 
surgeons and attendants get sick and die like other people. 

J have entered largely into this question because 
I know' its importance. Dr. Robertson of the IGth 
.(Queen’s) told me that in his long Indian service, 
wherever it happened to be impossible to get spirits the 
hospitals were invariably empty! lie had not a sick man 
in Jellalabad until they w^ere relieved and spirits arrived. 
When that regiment had leave to volunteer here lie said, 
“ Now you will see, the moment the bounty is paid my 
hospital will be filled with cascsof fever and dysentery ” — and 
so it Avas. Yet in the face of these facts and of modicfil 
opinions, and of common sense, we give rations of spirits 
to soldiers ! — and men of sense will assert that it does 
no harm 1 It may be so, and tlic government seems to be 
of the same opinion. However the natives who do not 
drink spirits recover in far greater numbers than the 
Europeans do. 
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[Extract of a Letter to Doctor Kirk.'] 

My own opinion is immoveable, that among the many 
concurring causes of death in cases of malaria, of which 
I have seen much in all countries, especiallj^ in the Medi- 
terranean, drink is one of the most vigorous. I do not 
mean drunkenness. 1 mean swallowing a certain portion 
of spirits every day — especially with young soldiers whose 
habits before entering the army were those of sobriety. 
The young soldier winks his eyes as he swallows his first 
dram, and is obliged to make, as they say, two bites of 
a cherry.^’ lie then comes to tossing it off with ease — 
then he likes it, j^nd then he buys another in addition to 
the ration drams which arc given him twice a day — to 
train him I suppose ! Now, do not run away with the 
idea that 1 am such an ass as to attribute malaria fever to 
drink as a came. I am persuaded tliat on certain occa- 
sions, and in ftertai^ circumstances it is a prevealive of 
malaria fever; but 1 am confident a man who never gets 
drunk, but regularly imbibes a certain cpiantitv of alcohol 
daily, prepares his brain and Mvvv for fever, and an attack 
will run him hard — (^sp(*cially if this alcohol is poured into 
an empty stomach. What can be worse than the silly 
Indian habit of drinking a glass of uine before dinner to 
enable the stomacli to take more than it has strength to 
manage ! 


VI. 

Sir C. Napie7*^s Observations on the G//^ section of the new 
Articles of War for the Indian Army, re-introducing 
corporal punishment. 

Dcceml>er 29, 1844. 

With regard to the note to Sec. 0 Criminal Offences,” 
which I received subsequently to writing my previous 
observations, I think tlie greatest care sliould be taken 
not to tie up the courts-martial by defined rules when it 
can be avoided. 

1°. Because, where no criminal jurisdiction exists the 
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country must be one lately come under the power of the 
East-India Company. 

2°. Such a country is probably in a state of barbarism, 
like Scinde. 

*Y> The most decisive, and at times the most severe 
measun^s arc necessary to secure the peace and control 
the chiefs of such a country. 

't®. Such measures cannot be supported by the good 
sense of a court-martial (if it bo tied down by accurately- 
defined (aimes and punishments, and by rules formed for 
objects wliicli are quite difFei*cnt) by militaiy judge-advo- 
cates, wlio believe tliey understand law, and yet are 
ignorant of law. They thus destroy tlip real vigour, tlic 
ellieicncy and spirit of military courts without gaining the 
advantage of real legal principles. They produce a non- 
descri[)t whicli is neither military nor legal. Tlie result 
is that tlie military spirit of courts-martial is daily 
changing into the captious spirit of quibbling; and the 
use of sucli quibbles, the only part of law these gen- 
tlemen know, may do great harm when a law^ycr pleads 
])cforc a judge and jury. The latter hear the ingenuity 
of tlie lawyers on both sides, and then have the deep 
learning and cxjiericncc of tlie judge to clear away tlie 
quibbles and place the case before them in a iilain unpre- 
judiced manner. With his charge impressed upon their 
minds they retire and decide on their verdict. Very 
different is the case with a court-martial. A military 
judge-advocate, who unhappily for the service fancies 
himself versed in law", and two or three of the members, 
who believe themselves equally enlightened, lay down 
all soi’ts of rules wdiich they luive decided to be law, and 
screw and twist every word and sentence in the charge, 
w hich is thus placed on the rack of their ignorance ; and 
the most determined culprit often escapes by this quib- 
bling spirit. There is no adverse counsel, no learned 
judge to clear the law and expound it. It has been laid 
dowm by extreme ignorance, to people who arc equally 
ignorant and carries the force of law, without being law. 

The courts are thus placed in a false position, for these 
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ignorant men are the judges as well as the jurors ; there 
is no real judge to control or instruct them, no refuge 
from their self-sufficiency, and the military spirit of 
courts-martial is lost. I mean the consciousness amongst 
them that they are courts of honour and conscience assem- 
bled to arrive at the truth, without regard to the means, 
if they be such as honesty warrants and common sense 
dictates — ^thc members, satisfied that the prisoner is guilty 
or innocent acquitting or condemning accordingly. 

The judge-advocate being a soldier of some experience 
should regulate the forms of the court according to the 
customs of war and the Articles of JVar, and not according 
to writers on military law, who are no authority wluitever. 
The judge-advocate, not having a vote, has no other 
responsibility and can give his whole time to correct the 
court if it acts against the Articles of War, or the rules of 
the service. lie projpably knows no more of them than 
the senior members ; but as he is taken off other duty he 
is supposed to be more ready, and to have the details more 
at hand. But if ho forgets that he is a soldier and fancies 
himself a lawyer all becomes illegal quibbling, produced 
by the legal castle the gentleman has built in the air, and 
for which he finds inhabitants amongst the weak-headed 
portion of the members. 

Now if the new articles define too much the jurisdiction 
of courts-martial, where no criminal jurisdiction exists ; it 
is my opinion that great confusion quibbling and illegal 
proceedings will take place. We have no learned judge 
to charge, and our courts are not juries in any point of 
view. But if the new Articles of War will merely say, that 
where no crimiiml judicature exists, courts-martial arc to 
take cognizance of all criminal offences, we shall have 
courts w'hich will judge as honest enlightened men of 
education always judge when untrammelled — that is to say 
they, together with the approving authorities, will do sub- 
stantial justice, wdiich is all that a newly-acquired territory 
can want till its habits demand, and its revenues can pay 
for a regular code of laws with proper officers. Then the 
military rule ceases. ***** 
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The way in which the judge-advocates at head-quarters 
go on is in my humble opinion subversive of our code ; 
and is making courts-martial absolutely dangerous to a 
general ofheer. It is no longer a question whether a man 
is guilty or innocent ; but whether he can get out of a 
scrape by quibbles. At Newcastle-upon-Tyne I brought 
a soldier to trial on the occasion of the ** regimtmt 
attacking the new police. The case was a gross one. 
The caj)tain of the man’s company sat by the prisoner with 
a very clever attorney, who so bullied the court, that, if 
I recollect aright, the man jvsih acquitted. Here every 
European soldier demands a day for his defence” and 
produces a very fine written defence; sonic of these are 
vcjy clever, but very miscliicvous from their pert and 
saucy tone to tlic prosecutor, and their legal quibbles— 
these are wcdl paid for of course. Now' all this is exceed- 
ingly bad I thiidi. 

By our judge-advocates-gcncral not being in their 
proper places they arc ruining discipline. D’ Aguilar’s 
book was good as a help ; ii sticks to the Articles of War ; 
but all the otlicrs, which bring their miserable modicum of 
law into ])lay, and God knows it is bad law, tlo a world of 
harm. We soldujrs arc not lawyers, we ncvi;r can be 
lawyers; but we may be, and arc — and we are daily 
getting worse — great quibblci’s, and in time wo sliall 
not be able to convict a criminal. The other day there 
was a doctor, a known drunkard, tried. Several officers 
proved he w as drunk, one being his senior medical officer, 
w hose evidence was, The assistant-surgeon was drunk.” 
— Are not so and so the signs of blood to tlie liead?” 
— Yes.” — Might 1 not have blood to the head?” — 

Yes ! but you Avere drunk.” The court Then asked the 
medical witness. Did you apply any test !” — “ No.” An 
acquittal followed, and the drunkard is turned into an 
hospital in such a climate as this, and the unfortunate 
patients see him reeling from bod to bed, and must take 
what he prescribes ! ! It is horrible I Y’^ot not a man 
of that court had a doubt of his guilt. 

Another doctor here, Avhom I also tried, got off Avith 
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being put a few steps down the list, though he actually 

fell down upon Colonel daughter who had the 

fever, while attempting to feel her pulse ! She died, poor 
girl, and no wonder. Those men got off‘ by the spirit of 
quibbling; the honour of the medical profession, and, 
what I care more for, the safety of the soldiers was sacri- 
ficed in one instance, not by this judge-advocate who is 
not troubled with the law rage, but by the quibbling 
members of the court. 


VIT. 

Compressed Observations on the necessity of restoring Cor- 
poral Punishment in the Indian Army. 

I have long considered the flogging question as regards 
native troops, |tnd my opinion is fixed. I entirely concur 
in the governor-generaTs remarks upon the orders of Lord 
Combermere, General Barnes, and Lord William Bcutinck. 
The abolishing flogging was a great mistake and injurious 
to the Indian army. Discharge from the service is not 
the greatest punishment to a bad sepoy, though it is to a 
good one. And it is severe to give that highest punish- 
ment — made more terrible and disgraceful by hard labour 
in irons along with felons — to a well-drilled sepoy of 
previous good character, a man attached to our service, 
who has, perhaps only in a single instance, broken the 
rules of discipline ; a man who, born under the fiery sun 
of India, is by nature subject to flashes of passion that 
cannot be passed over but do not debase him as a man. 
It is unjust and therefore injurious, and even disgraceful 
to the military code, which thus says, I punish you in 
the highest degree, and stamp you with infiimy for having 
a weakness, more or less common to all men.” These 
transgressions, chiefly ebullitions of anger, arc to my 
knowledge often provoked by young officers who fre- 
quently command regiments, and by others not in com- 
mand. Tliese gentlemen at times fancy, because they 
passed in the languages,” that they are masters of Hin- 



APPENDIX VII. 


369 


(lostanee, when they cannot speak a sentence correctly; 
and if they could, the chances are a Mahratta or Guzerat 
sepoy would not understand them. In some disputes 
both grow angry. If the officer commits himself by unjust 
abuse, it passes over, unless he brings the man to trial 
and thereby exposes himself. If the private is wrong he 
is disniiss(*d and worked in chains like a felon. Tlicre is 
now no other punishment; and in the field scsirccly tliis; ' 
so that the power of punishing ceases when it ought to be 
most vigorous, and order becomes almost a matter of 
personal civility from the sejKiy to his commander. Really 
one is astonished how the army jirescrves any discipline ! 

It jjrovcs that the sepoy loves the service, and how unjust 
it is for an outbreak of temper to give a punishment so 
terrible to him. Their own expression admirably depicts 
this injustice. If we deserve punishment fiog our backs 
but do not flog our hellies.^^ Lord William Bcntinck was. 
a man I loved personally, as my old and respected friend 
and commander; but he did not see the severity, I will 
almost say cruelty to the sepoy of a measure, which he 
deemed to be the reverse. 

Taking the sepoy ^s own prayer as the basis of our system, 

I would reward him and flog him, according to his de- 
serts — his good conduct should benefit his belly, his bad 
conduct be laid on his back. An Indiiiu army is always in 
the field and you liave no other punishment but shooting. 
In the campaign against the ameers I availed myself of 
provost-marshals to flog. S ome of the newspapers called^ 
u pon the sepoys to mutiny. I st ood the risk. Had I not 
doneso/andsnornS^^ they were protected on ^ 

the spot, instead of feeling safe and being safe tliey would 
have been plundered, and would have assassinated every 
man who passed our sentries, and instead of bringing 
supplies would have cut off our food : thus to save the 
backs of a few marauders hundreds of good soldiers would 
have been murdered. And if the campaign had not failed 
in consequence, such hatred would have been engendered 
that at this moment we should have only the ground we 
stand upon. Instead of my riding as I am doing with a 
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slender escort, I should be praying for reinforcements; 
instead of chiefs aiTesting robbers at my command, all 
would have been in arms against me. All this was avoided 
by having at once ordered every pillager to be flogged. 
And plenty these were — I dare say not less than sixty 
were flogged the first two days. Some religious people 
said "it was unholy^^ forgetting that our Saviour scourged 
the money-changers in the Temple. Some attorneys^ 
clerks in red coats said "it was illegal but I flogged on, 
and in less than a week the poor ryots instead of fl^’ing, 
or coming into camp to entreat protection (which I could 
only give by the lash) they met us at the entrances of the 
villages and furnished us with provisions. That some 
plunder goes on still 1 know ; so there does in England ; 
but the principle of protecting the people from the insults 
of armed men has been established ; the people know it 
^nd are attached to a government which thus protects 
them. Without the use of the lash plunder would have 
"raged — officers would have made personal efforts to stop 
► atrocities, and what the great duke calls "the knocking- 
down system^’ would have prevailed, and shooting and 
hanging alone could have saved the army. 

In the courts-martial here on native soldiers, insolence 
to oflicers is a strong feature ; and the prisoners who in a 
moment of anger have been heedless of im2)risonment 
and dismissal express deep regret when too late ; but I 
think they would master their tempers had immediate 
corporal punishmen t awaited them. 1 observe that in 
nearly every case ^^ofiicers and non-commissioned 
officers have lairly cautioned LTfB' 0flfefia?^s,"T7utllie^ufe 
ing from dismissal being in some degi’ee remote the angry 
sepoy braves it. Formerly he loved a service which 
punished him when he deserved it, yet still kept him— 
he does not in the same degree love one which discards 
him for one fault not in itself dishonourable. In the 
former state the army was his home, but that feeling has 
been weakened by the second. 

I must take another view. * The state has to be con- 
sidered as well as the culprit. The good soldier does not 
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enter into the question at all, which is confined to culprits 
and the state. The state enlists, arms, drills, pays, and 
at an enormous cost places the culprit in presence of the 
enemy. The army exists by its discipline — all safety, all 
hope of victory depends on discipline. A wild violent 
malicious or drunken sepoy breaks through that dis- 
cipline. You cannot confine him with hard labour — ^that 
is impossible. Dismiss him ! He will join the enemy and 
teach him to shoot your good soldiers. But say there are 
five hundred culprits, five hundred well-drilled soldiers to 
join the foe! They will not do so. Worse and worse as far as 
humanity, justice and policy arc concerned ; for they will die 
of starvation or be murdered by the enemy, and that, because 
they are still faithful to a service which rejected them ! 

I am convinced coi'poral punishment must be restored, 
whether the sepoys like the measure or not ; and at once, or 
the governor-generals observation will prove prophetic — 
Belay tends to confirm the general order of 1835 by 
usage, and weakens the power as w^ell as the right of 
returning to the former system of discipline.^* If a right 
be not exercised, it grows so weak that to exercise it 
becomes impossible ; or a tyranny which divests it of pro- 
priety and makes justice revolting. I do not agree that 
if once a sepoy works in chains with felons, dismissal 
should be a necessary consequence. I doubt the necessity. 
It is not so with us. Infamy is a matter of volition. 
I would say to the sepoys, ^^The state has bought you 
from yourself ; the bargain was voluntary ; it paid a great 
price for you and you shall perform your, contract — ^you 
shall go again in irons if you do not. The road of rcj)cnt- 
ance and honour is again opened for you.** In same cases 
dismissal may be necessary, but it should be left to the 
commander-in-chief, when recommended by courts- 
martial. 

With regard to caste it has attained an importance 
beyond its due. I would not outrage any man*s religious 
prejudices ; if he chooses to redden a stone and worship 
it, let him do so : but if, seeing I respect his prejudices, 
he goes beyond that and says, ^'Now worship you likewise,** 
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I am surely a fool to do so ; for lie next will say, I have 
drawn a circle round this stone, your house stands inside 
my circle and the god has ordered me to pull down your 
house, it is a respect due to my religion.^^ And if I obey 
another demand will follow. But if instead of submitting 
to his absurd demand I at once punished his impertinence, 
he would have felt that I was just and not foolish. This 
appears to be our way with caste. We arc meanly, unbe- 
comingly and mischievously nourishing prejudices that we 
ought not to pay court to, for we have abundant examples 
of the natives being ready to break through them if 
properly treated — that is to say neither insulting them nor 
permitting them to insult us. The Soth lost caste by 
their intimacy with the 13th when defending Jcllalabad. 
They are attacked I understand Jby their own people. 
What is the result ? They glory in their friendship with 
the 13th. These natives have good sense. Insult them 
and they resist ; act upon just principles and tlujy will go 
hand in hand with you to the end of the chapter. 1 see 
great danger from giving undue importance to caste, as 
I understand is done in the Bengal army. They pay, 
apparentl}", little attention to caste in the Bombay army. 
If a high-caste man in private life touches a low-caste man 
he is defiled. If this happens in the ranks he is not 
defiled. This shows that good sense effects the object 
despite of prejudices, which ought not to be considered 
insurmountable though not to be interfered witli lightly. 
The highest caste man, if he commits crimes can bear 
being flogged and will do so if administered justlj^, and 
that he sees we are resolved to punish him. 

The great danger of our Indian system is this. We 
keep Indian princes on their thrones and allow them to 
tyrannize under our protection, while we teach the people 
not to bear their oppressions ! The Kolapore irregular 
horse have just turned traitors ; had this happened at the 
moment flogging was restored it would have been attri- 
buted to that cause ; and that necessary punishment would 
have fallen into disrepute. ThiiJ may seem a digression ; 
but I wish to show that the whole Indian fabric is inti- 
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mately connected, and that we are in no danger from 
introducing wise measures; but we are so from old 
measures, wise and necessary perhaps in their day, but 
dangerous now from the growtli of the empire, when our 
stations are so distant, so isolated, and consequently 
weaker against sudden outbrejiks by native princes. If 
flogging be objected to by the Bombay army, it might be 
dangerous to restore it until the Kolapore insurrection is 
quelled; but from all I hear it will not be objected to 
by officers, native or European, nor by the sepoys. I had 
here an instance of how firmness acts on caste. A 61th 
mutineer, a Brahmin, refused to drink the water at 
Kiirrachec which was carried to liim by low-caste men : 
he said he w'ould rather die. My answer was he might 
choose to die or live, but if lie did not work I would flog 
him, and he gave no more trouble ; his plain sense told him 
that he must submit ; but had I yielded he would have 
made other demands. If the independent native princes 
are put down, their people justly ruled, and the sepoys 
punished as justly as they arc paid, our hold of India 
will last for ages. 

While 1 thus strongly advocate corporal punishment, I 
must be clearly understood to wish its adoption only 
under very stringent rules ; such as I find in the new 
copy of the Articles of War which appear excellent ; but I 
object to the same number of lashes being given to the 
sepoy as to our soldiers ; he is a Aveaker man, more deli- 
cate of fibre, and has a softer skin — I think half the 
number would have equal effect. Hoav the sepoy bears 
solitary confinement I know not, it is not, used in the 
Bombay army ; but 1 think a month too much for 
Englishmen even in the English climate. When com- 
manding the northern district I inquired into this, and 
found magistrates, and medical men, civil and military, 
thought it too long. The sepoy is likely to bear it better 
— he eats opium and sleeps. 

The additional responsibility given to regimental com- 
manding officers by the new Articles of War makes it more 
necessary to have experienced officers in command. At 
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present lieutenants are frequently in command of regi- 
ments, and if this evil be not remedied no rules can 
I)revent the deterioration of the Indian army; exclusive 
of the danger in active service. The native officers and 
sepoys have the greatest respect for experienced officers ; 
but they cannot respect youngsters, without knowledge or 
experience, in the same degree as they do men who have 
been their instructors and protectors, men who first made 
them soldiers and have led them against the enemy. The 
young officers arc anxious to learn, but like other trades 
they must serve tlicir apprenticeships under master work- 
men. Now who is to teach them ? A brother subaltern ? 
Preposterous ! As to lieutenant-colonels, they seem never 
to be left a moment witli tlieir regiments. This is a great 
injury to the service, and it is a matter intimately con- 
nected with the judicious infliction of corporal punishment. 
It becomes more than ever important to have field officers 
at the head of regiments and they should not be changed 
as the custom is. I do not mean that a lieutenant- 
colonel is never to have any other command, but that his 
removal shoidd be a rare occurrence. The 6Ith regiment 
at the execution of the mutineers was under a lieutenant ! 
a very young one ! That fact seems ominous for the 
Indian empire ! I speak with fifty ycars^ experience of 
soldiers generally, and M^ith two years^ experience of an 
Indian army constantly in the field; a period sufficient 
for a general to learn something of the nature of his 
troops, if he is capable of learning anything — if not, a life 
spent among them would be unavailing. 

There are people in India who think differently, who 
believe bile and a knowledge of the native character is 
acquired by the same process, and that men with the 
largest livers must necessarily be the greatest generals 
and diplomatists. Without admitting this doctrine en- 
tirely, I maintain that a certain degree of age and 
experience is necessary to command a regiment, or that 
reverence with which European officers are still held by 
the native soldiers will decline.' A regiment is a school 
and if it has no experienced master theai*my must decline, 
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especially when the character of the people as well as the 
profession is to be taught — ^the Indian army’s fidelity and 
efficiency depends more on its regimental officers than any 
army in the world. When a lieutenant commands, unless 
he has naturally an extraordinary character, he becomes a 
butt for his brother youngsters ; lie makes mistakes from 
inexperience which become subjects of mirth for the young 
men, and of course for the sepoys. All this is injurious 
to the respect for the sahib ” character which should be 
maintained and cherished with the sepoys. I would have 
more captains, or call the present captains divisional 
captains, placing them at the head of grand divisions, or 
two companies, each company having a brevet captain or 
captain-lieutenant, so that experienced men should be at 
the head. I would let the divisional captains on parade 
be posted in front of the centre of his two companies like 
a squadron leader in the cavalry. This would be better 
than five companies with captains, and five commanded 
by subalterns ; because every sepoy would then have an 
experienced divisional captain to look up to ; 1 would not 
allow captains to be on the staff, but form a staff as an 
exclusive corps. In this manner having experienced and 
respected officers in regiments, I would seek to make 
corporal punishment little needed, much feared, and 
eflectual in this nolde army ; for better soldiers or braver 
men T never saw — superior in sobriety, equal in courage, 
and only inferior in muscuhu’ strength to our countrymen. 
This appears to me, as far as I am capable of judging, the 
true character of the Indian army in the three presiden- 
cies, and I have had men of each under my command. I 
may be in error ; let abler men judge ; but to me it is as 
clear as the sun in the heavens, that unless the East-India 
Company keep officers of high rank at the head of their 
regiments, and more captains with companies, it will ere 
many years pass have cause for regret — native officers will 
gain influence and finally take the command. If I am 
answered ^^It is too expensive,” I reply ^^It is more 
expensive to lose India.” Every part of this magnificent 
army is in the highest degree interesting. It is one grand 
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arch, the keystone of wliich is pay^ and accordingly it is 
the best paid army in the world ; and the Company has 
a right to liold the soldier to his bargain. Nor does the 
sepoy shrink ; he glories in the service and nothing but 
unfortunate mistakes on our part will make him swerve 
from his fidelity. 

The Bombay government has said that I was unne- 
cessunhj alarmed because I eoiriplained that the remit- 
tances from the sepoys in Scindc were not duly received 
by their families in the presidencies. 1 diflcr with the 
Bombay government. It was just one of those important 
details, wliicli might, if it w'as not instantly attended to 
give a dar^gcrons shake to the fidelity of the army, espe- 
cially when mutiny had made its appearance in the Bengal 
and ^ladras troops. It signifies nothing, whether the 
error which caused the nonpayment arose in Scinde or 
Bombay; with our difference of opinion on that point the 
public can have no interest; the danger was that the sepoy 
should feel a want of reliance in the faith of government, 
and be luicertain as to the fate of his family, I therefore 
took good care that he should not feel this ; and that 
the moment that a misfjikc arose he should see that the 
supreme govcruincnt — the Bombay government, and the 
JScindc government — ^Avere all at w ork to correct the evil. 
I made a gi’cat stir about the matter purposely, that the 
sepoy should feel safe ; and I w ould do the same thing 
again, so far from thinking I was unnecessarily alarmed. 
It is utterly impossible to be too cautious in such a case — 
the second I have had to complain of, since 1 came to 
India, and in both I have had thorough support from Sir 
George Arthur, the governor. The first took place before 
his arrival ; but wdien he came he at once took the matter 
in hand; and I believe (for I left Boonah), satisfied the 
sepoys of the 24th N.I. whom I found in a state of extreme 
indignation and very justly so. Thus in the short space 
of three years I have hvice seen the sepoys very much 
wronged in the most important of all points and this, not 
by the supreme government, for tlic Company is generous in 
the extreme to its troops, but from the iiegleet of individuals. 
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All this proves that officers of experience must he with 
regiments and companies, and I strongly recommend this 
reform when the re-adoption of corporal punishment is 
pj'omulgatcd, as a matter of precaution ; but I repeat that 
in the Bombay army the general opinion is that measure 
will be popular with all ranks. 

On reading tlic account of the battle of Maharajahpoore 
T was struck, by finding that many of our sepoys^ rela- 
tions came from the enemy to see them the day before the 
action. Those men fought us the next day and were 
enemies because they ^vere too short for our ranks, in^ 
whicl^I premme ^cy^ TOuJdotlierwko ^ 

could not "help revcrtiiig*te*N^)olcon^s pIaTo?voRig^ 
battalions for men of under-size. < 

I do not know whether I shall be tlioiight to have^ 
Avritten sense or nonsense ; but I have done my best to 
understand the Indian army ; and if my zeal has drawn 
from me a more extended opinion than I was called upon^ 
to give I hope to be forgiven for the honest motive. 


viii. 

Memoranda on the Baggage of an Army, Addressed to 
Lord Ellcnborough, 

Hyderabad, 18th May, 1843. 

In acknowledging your lordship^s letter of the 12th 
April, which letter reached me last night, 1 have to observe 
that your lordship refers to suggestions, relating to a 
camel corps, contained in some letter I have never received. 
With regard to the other observations witli which I liave 
been honoured, and also the report of Sir W. Nott which 
I have attentively read, I must agree with that officer as 
to the difficulty of making a report beyond the confined 
limits of one’s immediate experience. I will therefore 
witliout further preamble lay before your lordship the 
results of my own experience during the campagn I have 
served in India ; for in the Peninsula we used a superior 
animal to the camel, that is to say the mule. 


378 


APPENDIX VIII. 


ne Camel, 

This animal seems to be the favourite beast of burden 
in these provinces ; and one more unfitted for military 
purposes can scarcely be imagined. Ilis faults are. 

1°. He is extremely delicate in his constitution. 

2°. He is liable to diseases the treatment of which appears 
to be but little understood ; for if the camel grows ill from 
fatigue or any other cause, the cessation of that cause 
seems to have no effect in producing a recovery. The 
horse or the mule when exhausted by fatigue is quickly 
Recovered by rest. Not so the camel, he grows daily 
Aveaker and weaker, he expr esse s his sufferings by the 
infflf*pSFeous groans ancrfii a sRort time dies in spite of 
eA'^ery care. 

» 3°. He requires an immense time to feed, and in 
military movements it is frequently impossible to ghe 
him this time, and always difficult in an cnemy^s country ; 
for it is immediately after a march when everybody is 
^fatigued that the camel requires his nourishment and the 
<iilhcl-drivcr feels least disposed to attend to his Avants. 

The least wet completely impedes his march in 
d^ycy ground ; his soft foot slips in moisture ; his long 
unAvieldy hind legs split Avidcly asunder, and tlic Avcight 
on his back prevents his recovering his position, both 
his hip joints are dislocated in an instant, the great force 
of his muscles prevents the possibility of setting the 
dislocated joints and the animal is lost. The smallest 
ditch after a shoAver of rain is sufficient to stop the 
baggage of an army for many hours. The baggage airives 
late, and daylight is nearly gone before the animal can be 
turned out to graze. If his grazing-ground be at a con- 
siderable distance, and an enemy in the neighbourhood, 
it is impossible to send him to it, and he goes four-and- 
twenty, perhaps six-and-thirty hours Avithout food, except 
such as may be carried with the troops, Avhich enormously 
increases the number of animals and the difficulty of 
making military movements. 

5°. In mountainous and in rocky ground the camel 
appears to me unfit to carry burdens ; I have remarked, on 
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all occasions, when ascending a hill he is frequently 
obliged to stop for want of breath, and unless rest is thus 
given him he cannot pass mountains without being dis- 
tressed in an extraordinary degree. I discovered this 
when watching the progress of the camel battery over 
steep sand-hills. They did not exhibit the same evidence 
of suffering that a horse does. There was no panting, no 
apparent want of breath, but the animals suddenly became 
powerless and apparently unable to move. After a few 
moments^ rest they recovered, and again put forth their 
strength. Their soft feet arc quite micalculated for rocky 
ground and prevent their exertion. 

6°. The length of the animal, and the slowness of 
his movements, when loaded, make the baggage edver 
an enormous space of groimd, and demand, when in 
presence of an enemy, an immense force to guard it. 
Such appear to me to be the natural defects of the 
camel as a military beast of burden and they cannot be 
remedied. 

IlUtreatment of the Camel, 

Under ill-usage the camel quickly succumbs, and he 
always receives it in some one of the following ways, 
generally speaking in all conjoined. 

1°. The proper load for a camel is in these countries 
from 300 to 300 pounds weight. It is impossible accu- 
rately to estimate the load of a camel, but the average 
may be taken at 250 lbs. Now this is invariably exceeded. 
I have frequently detected 800 and even 900 lbs. weight 
upon a camel. The sepoy has no mercy upon these 
animals, nor have the Europeans much, and the latter 
are even m^re violent in their treatment of the animal 
afterwards: they constantly beat them ferociously and 
tear out the cartilages of their noses. Naturally of a 
gentle disposition he pines and dies under this mal- 
treatment. 

2°. He is never sufficiently nourished. 

3°. He rarely gets sufficient rest. 

4°. His drivers are generally of the lowest and most 
brutal description of persons. 
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5°. Owing to ignorance or carelessness, his load is ill 
put on, and few things destroy the powder of the camels 
sooner than an ill-balanced load, for the length of his 
leg becomes a powerful lever to distress him when the 
load is on one side. 

Such are the evils, natural and artificial under which 
those unhappy animals labour, Avlien pressed into the 
military service. Let us now inquire into their few 
perfections. 

1®. Tie goes longer without water than the horse or 
the mule. 

2°. In Scindc, and other countries where the tamarisk 
and other shrubs of which he is fond abound, he is 
easily fed and it is not necessary to carry forage, as is 
always necessary for the horse and frequently for the 
mule. 

3°. In the sandy desert for which the conformation 
of his feet seems peculiarly fitted, he is perhaps more 
valuable than the horse or the mule ; he does not suffer 
much from extreme heat, and if fairly loaded, not hurried, 
and well fed, he is capable of making long marches with- 
out suffering. For example, when I marched to Emaum- 
ghur the camels of the camel battery perfoimed their 
w^ork well. It was veiy severe, but I increased their 
rations, they were carefully attended to by Captain 
Whittle, and more camels were put to each gun than was 
allowed by the constitution of the battery. Had I adhered 
to the regulations with regard to food and number of 
camels to each gun, the battery would never have reached 
Emaumghur. If this battery had been drawm by horses we 
must have carried forage for them, tluj numbir of animals 
w^ould have been immensely incrcjised, wt should not have 
had w ater sufficient for them, and the enterprise would 
have been rendered much more difficult, if not altogether 
impracticable. Here then the camel was in his element 
and did his work ivcll. 

Having now stated as far as I have been personally able 
to judge, the advantages and disadvantages of the camel 
as applicable to military carriage, the next point to be 
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considered is, wliat ordinances are necessary to render his 
good qualities as efficient as possible, and render bis 
natural deficiencies less inconvenient. I am convinced, 
and long ago wrote a memoir on tbi^p^ubject, that tbc 
baggage of an army can never be rendered properly move- 
able even in Europe or America, still less in India, unless 
it is formed into a corps perfectly organized. It was ivitli 
gr(?at satisfaction therefore that I found your lordship was 
disposed to such a project. It applies to every country, 
every army and every climate. It is a general principle 
by which most difficulties regarding baggage may be 
removed, and all of them reduced and made comparatively 
trifling. I am not aware of anything which would better 
exemplify the advantages which arise from the division of 
labour. 

The baggage of an army is perfectly susceptible of being 
reduced to order ; but for that purpose a base of rigid 
organization must be thoroughly established. IIow can 
such an organization be produced among a thousand 
camels, uncouth camel-drivers, sepoys, servants, all assem- 
bled on a dark morning at three or four o'clock, jostling, 
shouting, fighting for places, the baggage-master hoarse 
with useless roaring to people who do not mind the least 
what he says — and exposed perhaps to the attacks of 
insolent camp-followers. How can any order or system 
be introduced by him into such a mass of wild confusion, 
and introduced too within the space of half an hour 
allowed for the baggage to assemble and mai’ch ^ The 
thing is utterly impossible and the consequence is that 
the movements of the army are impeded, the duticjs of the 
baggage gu^d most fatiguing to the troops, and the 
baggage itself liable to be cut ott, or which is worse driven 
in among the troops producing a great risk of general con- 
fusion and defeat. The fact is that a general officer's 
character when he commands an Indian army is greatly 
endangered by the baggage, the great mass of which, and 
the immense number of folloAvers, if they are driven upon 
the fighting men, is quite sufficient to produce total 
defeat. 
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The organization required is to form a corps of camels, 
horses, mules, bullocks, and donkeys, the division of which 
is an arrangement of detail for after-consideration. But 
I shall here sp||k of camels only as being the chief 
beast of burden with an Indian army ; and sufficient to 
exemplify the principle. The " corps of camels,” then, 
should have its colonel, majors, captains, lieutenants, 
ensigns (for it especially requires standards), non-com- 
missioned officers and privates, the latter being also the 
camel-drivers. All these should be armed, and I should 
say that the proportion would be as much as two to every 
camel, of whom, on the line of march, one should lead two 
camels, and one form their guard. These minor matters, 
however, are details for future arrangement, and must 
vary according to the state of the country, its formation 
and the description of roads. 

The next point to be considered is the arrangement of 
the baggage itself. An order should be issued prohibiting 
the use of any other than a regulation form of box, of 
bed, of table, of chair, and of every article carried by officers 
or private soldiers in the field, or indeed at any time; for 
in peace, if an officer wishes to have an inordinate quantity 
of baggage let him send it by whatever means would be 
open to him were he a private gentleman, but it is not just 
that the public service should be hampered by their trum- 
pery. The size, the weight, the form, the number of every 
article in the officer^ s or private soldier^ s possession would 
be at once ascertained by the practised eye of the officers 
and non-commissioned officers of the camel corps; they 
would immediately detect the slightest irregularity, and 
on the roadside burn the extraneous article, taking care 
to inform the owner at the end of the day^s march that a 
portion of his baggage had been burned. The halter for the 
camel, the string by which he is led, and his saddle should 
all be minutely according to regulation, and the last should 
be made so as to admit of a man being carried together with 
the baggage ; for preparation should be made beforehand 
that in case a temporary exertion should be demanded of 
the camel on an emergency to carry sick or tired men. 
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the increased weight may he placed without deranging the 
equilibrium of the baggage. 

The advantages of such an organization seem to be as 
follows. ^ 

At the hour appointed the drilled officers and non-com- 
missioned officers conduct their detachments of camels to the 
head-quarters of the regiments to which they iu*e respec- 
ti^ely attached; there the servants of the officers await 
them and are ready to guide the privates who conduct 
and guard tlic camels to their masters^ tents, where the 
officers debver their baggage and that of their companies 
to the drivers ; the whole being according to regulation 
and made to fit in a })articular form on the back of the 
animal; each article has its particular and well-known 
place and the whole is packed in an instant however dark 
the night may be. The soldier camel-drivers then return 
to the head-quarters of the regiment, where their officers 
await their coming and assemble them by some peculiar 
signal of trumpet or drum. From thence they march to 
the rendezvous where the superior officers arrange 
them in that formation which a habit of doing their work 
has taught them to be most suitable to the description of 
country through which they are marching. The whole is 
systematic and methodical, no time is lost; the camels 
are not unnecessarily harassed, the loads arc all of an 
equal weight and that weight suited to the power of the 
weakest camel and balanced with precision ; the march is 
liable to no interruptions, or difficulties greatly beyond 
that which would attend the march of the troops them- 
selves ; and the steady pace of the camel would generally 
enable the commander to ascertain with precision the 
moment of arrival. A small body of cavalry would then be 
sufficient guard, for if the baggage were attacked it could 
throw itself into squares, the animals kneeling down 
with their heads towards the centre ; (a position in which 
I ordered them to be placed at Meeanee) and form a living 
redoubt of great strength; for from behind the baggage 
a fire would be kept up by the baggage-men, and no 
cavalry could reach them with their swords. 
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The certainty of the hour at wliich they would reach 
the encamping-ground would prevent the soldiers being 
detained in the sun and waiting for their tents; each 
company or section of camels would at once proceed to 
the several departments and regiments^ and in an instant 
they would be unloaded by the camp-followers and at 
once marched to their grazing-grounds, instead of being 
detained (as they now are) for many hours after arriving 
at the cncamping-ground. Thus they would have the 
whole day to feed, they would be attended to by their 
respective officers and drivers, instead of wliat happens 
under the present system, and which I liavc myself 
detected fifty times at least, viz. That the idle driver of 
a government camel, afraid of being flogged for losing the 
animal, goes into the jungle, ties him fast by the nose to 
a small bush (which the poor brute devours in five 
minutes) and goes to sleep, leaving the animal to fast till 
the guard of cavalry which is scattered all over the jungle 
drives them home at night. The commissary, supposing 
very naturally that the beast has been feeding all these 
hours and having other duties himself, is unable to attend 
to the camels and prevent such villanics. Here the " divi- 
sion of labour^^ would act with its wonted force to the 
advantage of the camel. 

When order, method, responsibility, are fairly introduced 
into a body of men, a moral feeling also arises, and instead 
of the base, thieving, cowardly crew which now form the 
mob called the baggage of an array, the camel corps, 
systematic and orderly, would feel proud of their work and 
courageously defend it too in case of need; and the general 
of an army could with safety detach his baggage to a consi- 
derable distance without danger. He would be sure that 
it would accompany him in the most rapid movements, 
for its commander and his officers, perfectly acquainted 
with the relative strength of their animals, w'ould on all 
occasions of emergency make a temporary distribution of 
the loads, relieving the feeble camel without distressing 
the strong one ; tlie sick camel would be also at- 
tended to. 
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I believe that the loss of camels in the force which T 
have commantletl in the present campaign is considered 
to ])c exceedingly smsill. I do not think in the whole five 
months that we could have lost 150 camels altogetlujr; 
and when it is considered that they were chiefly composed 
of miserable animals, nearly worn out in Aflghanistaii, 
this number I am told may be considered as nothing. 
1 attribute it in a great measure to my endeavour to 
approximate as much 5is possible to the system I have 
proposed, namely, attaching the baggage-master the pro- 
vost-marshal and the commissary as much as possible 
to the baggage on the line of march, and ordering them 
to flog w’ithout mercy the camel-drivers and camp-fol- 
lowers who were disobedient. I also ordered the baggage- 
master to burn all baggage which was over the weight, 
yet in spite of this I more than six times found camels 
loaded with eight hundred -weight and even upwards ! As 
matters now" stand, fire is the only thing to deal with 
baggage in an Indian army, and the only w ay to preserve 
the camel from overloading — ^no activity and zeal can 
supply the w^ant of regulation, and no regulation can be 
applied except by means of a camel corps. 

There is another advantage in a camel corps which T 
have not yet mentioned. You arc alw.ays secure of the 
efliciency of your carriage, whereas on the campaign in 
which I am now engaged this is by no means the case. 
The influenc e of the ameers nearly crippled my operations 
about ten days before the battle of MeeanceVTfficcoir" 
tractor^s house and family fell into the hands of Nusscer 
Khan at Shikarpoore, and he had made his contract with 
us when Shikarpoore was occupied by a IWtish force. 
The result was, that on the day wlicn he was to have 
furnished 1,000 camels only 170 were forthcoming, and 
during the two nights previous to the battle of the 2 Ith of 
March about 200 of the hired camel-drivers disappeared : 
such accidents as these are severe trials upon the moral 
courage of a commander. With regard to bullocks and 
other beasts of burden the same principles will apply, 

2 c 
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namely : systematic arrangement to insure justice to tlir 
animals and orderly movement. 

I will send a copy of this meinoii* to Captain Thomas in 
order that he may make any remarks which his ability and 
ex|)crience may prompt, though I Jim inclined to think 
he will agree with me in what 1 propose, for the subject 
has long been a matter of much reflection. 

It docs not appear to me that the systcmi I propose is 
in any way influenced by locality, because it is entirely 
based upon the ])rinciple (»f doing justice to the animal,, 
which saves tlieir lives, and C'OJisecpicntly diminishes the 
difficulty of su|)ply and the expense produced by an 
increased demand, Avhich of course raises the value of the 
animal. 

Tlie whole subject seems to me to he one of great sim- 
plicity, but whether or not 1 liavc succeeded in stating my 
ideas clearly I cannot say. 

(Signed) C. J. Napier. 


IX. 

m^cfracts f row. a Letter to Lord Ripon, 

Bhoogtee Hills, 7th February, 18 tl>. 

Rri::e~motu‘y, — 1 enclose to your lordship a direct 
application from myself, (to the lords of the Treasury) 
^%Utfhiiil to do so a fter having been 

deliberately, and I will say, most utrovioushj accused in the 
House of Commons by Lord Tlowick, of having sacrificed 
the lives of thousands of my fellow-creatures, and amongst 
the rest many of my brother officers and intimate friends, 
from the infamous desire of getting prize-money, wliich 
neither I nor any man in my army could have expected. 
Who could have expected such a victory as ^tceanec in 
its results? AVho expected the unconditional surrender 
of Hyderabad? However it is idle to occupy you with 
refutations of Lord Howick’s accusation. 

INIy interest is so united with that of the troops that we 
go together, and her Majesty will decide what is proper. 
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I must do what you think just for the sake of otlicrs, 
tliough it has the awkward addition of being personal and 
will of course be said so by the public. Having nothing 
but wliat I have saved from my salary, since I came to 
India, I am not so liypocritical, or so foolish, as to deny 
that I should be very glad to have prize-money; but I 
assure you. Lord Ripon, that I liave thought vciy little 
about it, being quite satisfied that whatever share I had in 
the conquest of Scindc has been amply rewarded by the 
grand cross and the apx)robation of government. 

Your lordship says, you conclude the batta issued must 
be considered part of the prize-money. I am no judge of 
these matters, but T know that the men wlio fought will 
not be at all satisfied to have the batta issued to regiments 
which were not in ScAude (78tli, 8Gth and many native 
regiments) deducted from their prize-money. The whole 
force reckoned tluat the batta was given to cover their loss 
of health from the unexpected and unparalleled epidemic, 
, in which hardly a man of 1(>,00() escaped sulfcring in 
hcaltli. If the batta be deducted it would I imagine be 
only so much of it as was paid to the troops of Mccanee 
and Hyderabad. Wliethcr we liave a right to prize-money 
I put aside as a distinct question, to l)c decided by lier 
Majesty. But if we are to have it, the division should 
I think be made as it would liave been on the field of battle. 
Extend tlic princqile of deducting batta given to troops who 
neither made the capture, nor preserved it, nor were in 
Seinde at all until long after the treasure was in Bombay, 
and I do not see where a line is to be drawn. I^lie 
batta of the whole Indian army might with equal justice 
be deducted ! In a few words. The Company takes the 
prize-money to cover its military expenditure. 


X. 

Hill Campaign , — My last letter informed your lord- 
ship that T was preparing to attack the enemy. You 
will ere this reaches you have heard that we made a 

2 c 2 
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most successful ouc, and as ilic details will reach yaa 
otilcially I will not enter on tlieiii here. 1 am now 
following up my attack with very great difficulty. The 
robbers will I fear retire within the Mooltan frontier 
which I dare not enter. Any military man Avill tell you 
that a warfare amongst arid sandy deserts and barren 
mountains, and agjiinstthe inhabitants of those mountains, 
is one of the most difficidt that can be made and 
requires the greatest caution. IV) enter the defiles of 
tliese mountains is not possible without making tluj 
means of retreat secure. To get intelligence of the enemy 
is all but impossi])le, and to catch him quite so, if the 
Mooltan people admit him. 

llclicve me, my Lord liipon, that the Punjaiih must t>e 
conquered. I am hostile to the extension of territory 
beyond the Sutlej on 'principle, but 1 .am satisfied that 
we must go into the Punjaub. Lord Howick will say 1 
want to go there for prize-money ; but 1 do not ; I can 
hardly bear the fatigues of war. I do not want to go to 
ihc Punjaub, yet 1 apply the words of Cato — the Punjaub 
is the Indian Cartluujo^^ only it must be conquered not 
destroyed! Its present •state will, amongst other and 
greater evils, force you to keep 10,000 men in Seintlc 
more than the occupation of Scindc requires. 1 positively 
deny that 1 love war and w.ant to sec wars ; I am most 
unjustly accused; but 1 do know that unless the Court 
of Directors are very careful they will some day find, that 
in endeavouring to make a shovj of peace they will be 
doing what unskilful surgeons often do — heal the skin and 
leave a sinus full of matter beneath. Look at the state of 
the Mahratta country at this moment. How is it possible 
to supj)Osc that we can be safe, while native princes arc 
left on their thrones within our territories. Outside ! Yes ! 
That is a distinct case. I hope to put many regiments at 
Sir Henryks disposal after 1 finish this war, which 1 hope 
to do within a fortnight ; but who dare prophesy in such 
a war as this ? 
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Names of the Volunteers from the 
Heated the Rocks of Trnkkee 

Sergeant John Power — llcachcd the top — Wjus'Sij^hil^ 
wounded. 

Corporal Thomas Waters — Did not tpiitc rcaeh the top 
— Two medals. 

Private John Kenny — Did not quite reach the top — 
Three medals. 

Private John Acton — licached the top — Slew three 
entaiiies — Killed — Two medals. 

Ih'ivale lloljort Adair — Reached the to]) — Slew two 
enemies — Killed — Two medals. 

Private Hugh Dunlap — Reached the top — Slew two 
enemies — Killed. 

Private Patrick Fallon — Reached the top — Killed--' 
Two medals. 

Private Samuel Lowrie — Reached the top — Slew the 
enemy’s commander and another— -Killed — Two medals. 

Private William Lovelace — Iteaehed the top — Killed. 

Private Anthony lUirke — Reached the top — Slew three 
enejni(5s — Two medals. 

Private Rartholomew Rohan — Reached the top — Slew 
an enemy — Scvei’ely wounded — Two medals. 

Private .lohn Maloney* — Reached the top — Slew two 
enemies — Saved Burke and Rohan — Severely wounded — 
Two medals. 

Private George Cam^jbcll — Reached the top — Slew two 
enemies. 

Private Philip Fay — Did not quite reach the top — 
Two medals. 

Private Mark Davis — Did not quite reach tlie top — 
Two medals. 


* John Maloney was wounded witli his own bayonet after he had 
driven it through a Bcloochee, for tlic latter unfixed it, drew it out 
of his own body, stabbed Maloney and fell dead ! 
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Private Charles Hawthorne — Did not quite reach the 
top — Two medals. 

Sepoy Ramzan Aider — Did not quite reach the top. 


XII. 

Extract of a Letter from Sir Roderick Murchison, upon 
the Geotofjical Specimens collected in the Cuichee Hilts 
by Captain Vicary dnriny Sir C. Napier^ s Campaiyn. 

I return the report of Captain Vicary on the geolo- 
gical features of the Bcloochistan hills, the reading of 
which produced much interest and a good discussion at 
the Geological Society. It was curious to observe that 
among the camel-load of fossil shells sent here by Sir 
C, Napier scvcrJil specimens are perfectly identical with 
fossils of the uppermost beds of the chalk in the Pyrenees ; 
thus the age of the chief ranges of Reloochistan, and also 
1 believe of Affghaidstan, has been for the first time 
determined. 


XIII. 

Letters to the Governor of Bombay touching Forged and 
Stolen Letters published by Dr, Buist, 

Kurrachec, 13th August, 1845. 

To THE Governor op Bombay. 

Honourable Sir, — ^The Bombay Times of the 23rd 
July has published a letter to the governor-general of 
India in council, and to this has affixed my name. Sir, 
I never sent such a letter to the governor-general ; nor 
any letter on the same subject to his excellency. I 
therefore enclose to your honour in council an affidavit 
to that effect, and request that the editor of the Bombay 
Times may be prosecuted for the forgery of a state paper, 
and for affixing my name to the same ; or that such other 
steps may be taken as your honour in council may deem 
to be the proi)cr course to punish the delinquent, and to 
insure the integrity of the public offices against the 
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Lornipt iiilliieuce of tlio Bombay Times, If tkg Slito r 
jijivos ii]) the imnie^of liis iiifornuiut, 

here, oi* se i 

ofliccrs judge most proper. ► jSjjj^ 

(Signed) 

Tlic Ch)VEiiNoii of Bombay 
ill Council. 


Extract of a Letter to the Govemor-General, 

IGth November, 1815. 

1 do not uudcrstau(^||vlmt tlie verhose letter of the 
Hornliay govcruineut iiicaus. A state paper is stolen. It 
IS found in the .Bombay Times. Siirel}^ tlu^ proj)rietors of 
tliat paper cjiu lie called upon to say uhere they got itV 
It is like any oilier description of property, inviolable! 
l\ry reason for never sending you the letter in (jiiestion 
was a good one. Captain Powell eoninianding the Indian 
flotilla told me he thought it would give ollence to the 
navy, for they did not like orders issued to them through 
a military orderly-book. I therefore thought it better not 
to risk inaking the seamen discontented, as the great 
object is to work well together ; but to my surprise I saw 
my letter in the Bombay Times, as having biicii sent to you ! 
Whereas it is a draft and is in my own pos,^ession now ! 

It is very clear that now the Bombay Times can get, and 
will get, any paper he wants if it leaves my writing-box, 
or perliaps the editor can reach it there — I may leave 
my key out of my pocket accidentally. 

By Mr. Lcrnessuricr's doctrine any secret state jiapcr 




was authenhc aiia na!ft''*'BccrriPHW^^ 

'^it to be a 

matt er of no importance. I am pretty certafflMMIt I 
"^novTTfBff^lHSfflf WB does Powell ; 

but we have no proofs and the Bombay govern niWPliitt 
not make the Bombay Times tell. Its own editor boasts 
of its connection with yovernnient — sec Mr. BuisPs letter — 
but I believe he told no secret. 
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LcUer to Vie Governor^General relative to Lieutenant- 
ittSr Colonel Outram^s published slanders. 

3nl August, 1845. 

Right Honourable Sir, — Captmn Outram, a brevet 
licuteuant-coloncl in the service of tlic Honourable Com- 


pany, lias published a libel reflecting on my character as 
governor of Scinde ; and has added the monstrous acciisa- 
^tion tlisit I caused tlie destruction of her Majesty ^s 78th 
regiment. _ 

I shall not trouble your excellency in council by the 
detail and easy refutation of the mis-statements delibe- 
rately published by Lieutenant-Colonel Outram ; but I am 
ready to do so. I simply send a copy of that part of his 
production which has reached me. 

I have not either by word or deed, privately or publicly 
given to this officer any cause for hostility. 

His libel professes to be an answer to a work published 
by my brother jMajor-Gencral Napier. Now, 1 in Asia 
am assuredly not answerable for what another man 
publishes in Luropc ! 1 may consider such a publication 

to be good or bad, eloquent and true; or vulgar and false; 
but I cannot be responsible for it. 

Even if Lieutenant-Colonel Outram were to form the 


tribunal before which general officers arc to be dragged 
like criminals to receive judgment, I could not in the 
present circumstances be amenable to his, or any juris- 
diction ; for not only was General Napier’s book written 



~ My wiiole conduct as regards Lieutenant-Colonel Outram 
is explained in the two Blue-books on Scinde. It was 
direct — open — oflicial — and public ! In short I can only 


attribute this officer’s hostility to me, and the untruths 
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which he stjitcs, to that malicious hliiul vindictiveness 
which we frequently see arise from disappointed self-suih- 
ciency acting on fceblis intellects. I had preserved an 
army, and the Blue-books contain the proof, that had 
I attended to the advice of Lieutenant-Colonel Outram, 
that army would have been annihilated. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Outram is responsible for what he 
puts his name to. I am responsible for what I put ray 
name to, and General !Napicr is responsible for wliat he 
puts his name to ; but none of us are responsible for what 
another man w^rites. 

1 therefore formally |||||iand through your excellency in 
council the protection oF her Majesty^s government, and 
that of the Honourable Coiurt of Directors, against the 
libels of Lieutenant-Colonel Outram. 

I have served with faith, zeal, {iiid hitherto w ith unusual 
success, and always in strict obedience to the orders of the 
supreme government of India. 1 have devoted myself to 
the honour and glory of her Majesty^s and the Conq)any\s 
troops ; and more especially to that part forming a j)art of 
the Bombay army with which I am intimately connected, 
both as my companions in arms and by jirivate friendshi}); 
yet a captain in that army, a man wdiosc ignorance w^as 
nearly causing its destruction, has with unprovoked malice 
put forth tlicsc ***** and scurrilities. If I had given 
this officer any cause of complaint, redress through the 
proper channel was open to him ; as it is to every officer 
and soldier in the Queen^s and Company's service. 

1 have up to the present moment received the marked 
approbation of her Majesty, the Parliament, the British 
Government, the Court of Directors and the supreme 
government in India. But it is impossible for anj^man to 
* command a military force if a captain in the army, of which 
that force forms a portion, is thus opcmly and 'fettHiy*' to 
traduce aiul liold up suclf'g(3ticfr*d the scorn and 

contempt of the troo2)s under his orders. 

I do not complain. Honourable Sir, of the of 

Lieutenant-Colonel Outrain’s publication on the troops 
generally, because they know me too well for such ***** 
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to do mucli liarni, or produce any other result than 
that of contempt for the writer. Yet in particular eases, 
it may do mischief ; for wliat ju*c the poor Highlanders to 
think, wlicn in their barracks at Poona they read the 
gross ***** adduced as having ])eeii uttered by me to 
tlic dis[)arageraent of their noble regiment? And when 
Lieutenant-Colonel Outram tells them in print, that their 
general is more ignorant tlian any subaltern of five years’ 
standing under his command, and that he recklessly 
destroyed their comrades. 

1 have the honour, &c. 

(Sig^l) C. J. Napier. 


XV. 

hUiracl from a Letter nddrvssed by Sir C, Napier to the 
G over no r-- Generat, 

7th November, 18 i5. 

VVe have received our medals, sent to us amonyst the 
comnnssariut stores as a bate of yoods, uAlhoat ribands or 
any means of hanyiny them on oar breasts! As Lord llipon 
has taken iKjarly three years to prepare them they might 
have been finished ! Those I received from Lcngal came 
in a more gentleman-like way from the commander-in- 
chief, and through the adjutant-general — the orthodox 
channel. Tjieutcnant-Colonel Penefathcr sent me miney and 
some ofliccrs here received theirs through private hands 
long l)eforc ! Indeed it was from them I first heard of the 
arrival of the medals. Those gentlemen were annoyed 
and brought their medals to me. ]Iowc\er all this is 
Bombay style, and don’t much signify, or rather docs not 
signify at all. 

Conijiressed Extracts from a Letter addressed by Sir 
C. Napier to the Governor •‘General, touchiny the secret 
schemes of the Ameers and their ivomen, 

yth September, 1845. 

1 have traced a correspondence between Shere Mohamed 
(the Lion) and Shadad at Sui*at, and the channel is the 
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zenana of the ameers, which is entirely governed by a 
man named Mirza Koosroo, a very violent man. When 
going through the zenana in the fortress to give up the 
treasure there to the prize agents, Mirza made all sorts of 
difficulties — ^no blame to him — ^to give time for the abs- 
traction of treasure by the departing ladies. lie stopped 
every inoment and begair disputing with the agents, and 
when an attending havildar said " Come, come,^^ and took 
Koosroo by the arm but without violence, the latter seized 
Lieutenant-Colonel McPherson by the tliroat and tried 
to choke him. He was made a prisoner, and the Bombay 
Timas said I flogged cruelly, 1 did not flog liim at 
all ! I sent for him, jma telling him such conduct would 
not do set him free again. This admonition was the oidy 
punishment he received \ but a sepoy seeing McPherson 
so handled was going to put his bayonet into Mirza and 
McPherson saved him. He was left by the ameers 
in charge of their intrigues, together with Noor^s widow 
Kurreem. She gave seven lacs to Nusscer for the war, 
and took, it is said, and "was said at the time, sw lacs 
from the fortress, I however refiiscd to let her baggiagc 
be overhauled. 

From information, I have now arrested a slave named 
Mayboob. In this man^s secret box and a bag were found 
about 3,000 rupees in gold molmrs, with other articles — 
one a rich hilt of lapis lazuli belonging to the ameers. 
We also traced his intercourse with Bhadad, and found 
in his box a letter from Sherc Mohamed. Mayoob says 
the gold belonged to Mirza Koosroo, and he says it 
belongs to the ladies, who, we can prove, have before 
through the same channel sent to Shadad 8,000 rupees, or 
some such sum. I have given all the money to the ladies. 
We found a quantity of the richest Cashmere shawls and 
silks, which there is little doubt were abstracitcd from the 
treasury of the ameers the ToshkhanaJ^ These I also 
gave back, as the washermen, on whom they were detected 
said they were presents from tJic ameers, and that was 
possible though not probable as the amount is so large. 
One of these men had given his three daughters to 
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Nussccr Khan, ami the other, a haiulsoinc man, is sup- 
posed to have been Shadad’s. * * * * *>e 

I thought it riglit to return the articles as not bceomiug 
in government to doubt the generosity of their highnesses 
for such favours, or to go into an examination of such 
matters. 

Tlie correspondence of Shei'e Mohamed with the ex- 
ameer Shadad is another affair. By all I hear the latter lives 
ipiitci familiarly with the oftlcers and is under no restraint 
whatever. 1 have written to Sir G. Arthur about this, 
because we should liave mischief if this villain is allowed 
to lay his train. 1 wish he Avas r^ioved to Bengal, Avlierc 
he would be i)ro[)erly watched and out of reach ; and as 
Mirza Koosroo was a Persian slave 1 think it would be 
wise to send him to the arncers. The ladies flatly refuse 
to leave Scinde and will continue to intrigue, and if T take 
the least step to ])rcvcnt it no terms will be bad enough 
to describe me ! Some other information, crossing upon 
that Avhich led to what I luwc discovered, nudees me fear 
Ali Moorad is not going on right. 1 do not think he is 
doing any actual mischief, but I suspect he is carrying on 
some corrcspoiidcnec Avith peoj)le to the Avest. He is 
Avatched and I shall give him advice, if I find cause, and 
plain speaking steadies him for a short time. But he 
has got some bad counsellors, who arc not friends to the 
Fcringhecs on religious grounds. 

I hope it Avill be practicable to put Shadad in some 
fortress in Bengal ; it is not good to keep him in a presi- 
dency Avhcrc all but the governor himself, think and tell 
him he is a martyr, and not a felon. 

There docs not appear the remolest symptom of any 
jaghcerdars, much less of the people, having been mixed up 
Avith these things ; indeed from first to last it has been 
clear they never liked the ameers nor cared Avhether they 
Avcrc dethroned or hanged. The Scindees and Hindoos 
hated them, and the Beloochccs Averc indifferent. Every 
Beloochcc looked to the immediate chief of his tribe, 
and those chiefs thinking our object Avas to despoil them 
fought: finding this erroneous they arc quite satisfied! 
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This as far as wc strangers can jiulge seems to be the real 
state of the ease, ami it is the opinion of all the Kiir(»peans 
in Scinde. If we arc wrong the Bclooehees must, he the 
most expert (ionspirators to deceive hotli ns and tlie 
Hindoos 1 The hill campaign was a strong test. The 
Puiijanl) war, if it takes place, will be another and a 
stronger one. ^ 


XVI. 

Letters to the IVidow of the Ameer Noor Mohamed, 

' I7th OrtoluT, IHK). 

TjAdy, — You asked me to let you send four men to the 
ex-ameer Sliadad, and you said they weni to bear h‘tt(‘i*s 
and a few clothes which you specified. I liad reason to 
bclic've you were also sending a large sum of money to tlie 
ameer. This very much surprised me on tlirec; accounts. 
First because you did not mention to me that you wei'O 
sending money — secondly because you must be wcdl aware' 
that large sums of money arc not allowed to be sent to 
state prisoners except tlirough government — thirdly I 
was surprised, because, not long ago you and the otlier 
ladies stated to tik’; that you were starving. Now lady, 1 
liad your men stopped, and the police found a large sum of 
money in bars of gold and coins of gold and silvta* in their 
possession, which you were sending and which 1 have 
ordered to be safely returned to you, and also your letters 
unopened. As your instructions about the money, if such 
instructions they contain, may reipiirc to be altered, your 
fresh letters, or those returned, shall ])c forwarded for 
you to the ameer, but no treasure shall be S(mt to liim 
except through, aiul w ith the knowledge of, governinent. 

C. Napier, (lovernor. 

‘28th October, 1846. 

Madam,— 1 nndcrstimd and approve of your feelings for 
your son. I did not object to your sending him money, 
but to your sending money clandestimly, for it was con- 
cealed in a bag of rice ; and to your telling me yon were 
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starving, when in addition to the handsome allowance paid 
to yon by the Honourable the East-India Company, you 
had means of sending large sums constantly to the ameer 
Shadad ; for you know and I know it is not the first time. 
This money shall be sent to your son if the governor- 
general pleases, and if you wish I will ask his leave, but I 
cannot allow money to be sent in large quantities without 
the permission of the governor-general. The ameer is not 
kept in povcii;y, and allow me to say you know this per- 
fectly well ; and you also know, and ail Hyderabad knows, 
how the English general was to have been treated by your 
son had the former been so unfiprtunate as to fall into 
your son's hands ! You know well Madam that I have 
always treated and shall always treat you and the other 
ladies with proper respect and honour, both because you 
are women and because your husbands and sons are 
prisoners. Your sons arc fed and protected by govern- 
ment, and I regret to be obliged to difter with a lady 
when she asserts what 1 know to be inaccurate. I cannot 
allow the government I serve to be accused unjustly ; 1 
do not know why your days arc 2 )tisscd in distress, no one 
molests you, you have a handsome allow^ance from govern- 
ment, and you are not prisoners. You arc free to go to 
your son if you choose. 1 am afraid that the people about 
you cheat you and tell you falsehoods — and therefore I 
will liave this letter delivered into your own hands. I 
have the honour to be wdth great respect. 

Madam, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Napier. 


XVII. 

Major-General Hunter touching the progress of the Horse- 
mart at Sukkur, established under his superintendence 
by Sir C, Napier, 

I think I sent about 300 or 350 horses to Bengal — ^there 
was no doubt but 1,000 horses could have been got yearly. 
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after the horse- venders were aware that a sale could be 
efrected at Sukkur : the demand in common yc'ars for the 
army never could exceed that number, indeed GOO would 
1 fancy be enough. For horse-artillery and European 
dragoons 1 paid 1*50 rupees each horse, and they were 
most excellent. For light ficld-batteries I never gave 
above 300 for each horse, and they were the best adapted 
for that work of any I ever saw; far superior to the under- 
sized stud-horses, winch were much too light for gun- 
draught, and never could be put to use under the same 
sum that the full-sized horses cost. 

The supply would yearly have increased both in number 
and quality, I am sure. The first ycfir 1 got only suffi- 
cient to complete Fostcr^s Bombay battery ; tlie second 
1 completely horsed Smithes batteiy and the Bundleeund 
Legion, and the 7th Bengal cavalry ; and eighty horses 
1 sent up with the return troops to Hiudostan. I am so very 
fond of horses, and being well acquainted w ith the manners 
and customs of the northern horse-dealers, I doubt not 
that T coidd have formed a capital horse-market at Sukkur, 
and had Lord Ellenbdrough remained governor-general 
there would have been a great trade into Sukkur. Ho 
caused many letters to be written to me on the subject, 
but after he w cut nothing w as done from Calcutta ; and 
the assist ance you gave me was in the third year quite 
upset by an order from Colonel Benson, by Die authority 
of Lord llardiuge, desiring me to purchase no mort) horses 
for the Bengal army. You of course then directed Only a 
sufficient number for the Bombay troops quartered in 
Scindc. To my certain knowledge many of the horses 
that w ent from Sukkur, by merchants, to Bombay, were 
purchased at five and six hundred rupees each and sent 
back to Sukkur for remounts, but that w^as before? your 
time. No reason w^as ever assigned to me for giving up 
Sukkur as a mart, and I am quite at a loss to kn(nv what 
cause there could have been for so doing. Certainly we 
had sufficient proof that the light field-battery, nine- 
pounders of the Bundleeund Legion, were respectably horsed 
entirely by Sukkur-purchased horses. I think I made over 
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seventy to Alphorts when lie arrived, to replace an ccpial 
numher 1 was obliged to cast which he brought from 
Ilindostan ; these went oft* without training in any way to 
luirncss, and performed a campaign of fifty-two days 
tlirough the Bhoogtec hills, and not one of them died or 
was lamed. (" MoAvatt^s troop it was that made the long 
march to the hills with me to Ooch.” — Note by Sir Charles 
Napier.) On our return to Sukkur, Captain Mowatt (now 
colonel) also wrote to me that all the horses he got for his 
troop Avcrc excellent. You may recollect my writing often 
to you of the sad complaints the horse-dealers made Jit 
none of their horses being purchased the last year, when 
they in hopes of a sale brought some 1,200 noble nags. 
It was a great mistake stopping that market; no money 
Avas carricnl out of the country by those nortluTii iner- 
chantvS, as Avhat I paid them for horscis they gave back 
for English or Indian cloth and other articles. 


XVITT. 

The following observations by Captain Rathbome chief 
collector of Scinde coufirincd by the comment of Mr. 
Edwardcs the ciAdl magistrate at Simla, show one source 
of enormous profit to the Company by the concpiest of 
Scinde; and the results thus set forth as clearly prove 
the incapable baseness which still striv^es to injure Sir 
C. Napitjr, by misrepresenting that concpiest as a barrcai 
and expensive one. 

Obsmmtions by Captain Rnthborne, 

* Hyderabad, 30th July, 1850. 

What Lord Ellenborough says is true about the forty- 
two lacs increase on opium-passes. But he omits to take 
into account the Company's profits on the opium groAvn 
by itself in Bengal. It must be obAdous, that the same 
circumstance (viz. the closing up every route) that has 
enabled it to levy 275 rupees more per chest on opium in 
transit from foreign territories, must have procured it a 
proportionate cmhanccmcnt of price on the opium grown 
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witliiu its own. The price of Patna opium for ex'port to 
China must necessarily he very iniicli aflei^ted by the price 
of tlie Mahva, which eventually meets it in the same 
market — it would be absurd to suppose speculators woidd 
buy opium at monopoly ])cice from the Company in llengal, 
if they could get -the Midwa opium at the mere cost of 
production and growers’ profit through Sciiide. Tin* 
effect of Sciude being an open route was not felt in its 
full extent at the time, because for the last few years 
preceding the conquest the state of Scinde had been 
adverse to its being used very largcdy as a route for so 
valuable a drug as opium is. Nor were the ameers — cut 
off as they were by their institutions from all communi- 
cation with the civilized world — aware of the advantage 
their country possessed in this respect. But with p(‘ac(‘ 
would have come security, and with increased iutcreoiirs(» 
with us, knowledge ; and eventually, there can be uodmd)t, 
wc should have had to compel them by force to close* 
the route, or in other words recur to the old story 
of war, or our oj)tinn revenue in India would hare been 
annUnhfted, 


(hnlinuation of Observations by the same, 

llytltTabi'ul, 15tli August, ISbl). 

With reference to opium 1 enclose a report of Sir John 
FTobhouse’s speech on Mr. Bright’s motion, wdiicli sIioavs 
the increase in the number of chests sold by the (Com- 
pany of its oiim opium in the six years subscqiumt to llu* 
conquest of Scinde, and the actual amount sold. All this 
is wholly independent of the opium on which passes have 
been granted, and in respect of nhich Lord Ellenborough 
considers Scinde ought to be credited to the extent of 
forty-two lacs (£420,000) a year. 

When, as in the case of opium, government raises a 
revenue in two wavs — one by charging an export-duty 
of 1,000 rupees (£100) a chest on the opium of every one 
else; the other by selling its own opium at public 
auction with the privilege of exporting duty free — it must 
be quite clear that in each case the amount of tax will be 

2 D 
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just the same, though in one it assumes the shape of pass- 
duty, and in tlio other tliat of monopoly jirofit to govern- 
ment. For were it otherwise, either the Calcutta or the 
Malwa trade would cease. No one wwld pay 400 rupees duty 
on Malwa opium in addition to the government charges 
if, duty and charges included, he could* get it cheaper in 
Calcutta. And on the other hand, no one would pay a 
higher rate to the monopolists in Calcutta than — duty and 
charges included — he could get opium from Malwa, 
because the opium in eacli case, it must be borne in 
mind, is eventually to meet in the same market, that of 
China. 

This being so, the same cause that has enabled the 
government to levy a higher duty by 275 rupees a chest 
on Malwa opium, has in reality given that increase per 
chest on its own, if there have been no other causes 
leading to depress the price of opium while this was 
raising it. This will be visible in a clear rise of the price 
of opium per chest to that amount at the Calcutta rates ; 
but if there have been other depressing causes at work, 
and the actual sum paid per chest has fallen, the fall has 
not been in the monopoly profits but in the growers^ 
charges ; and tlie fall has still been less by that amomit 
than it otherwise would have been. 

Allowing these data to be correct — and be they tested 
as they may they will prove so — there is in addition to 
the forty-two lacs (J042O,OOO) increase on passes, allowed 
per annum by Lord Ellenboroifgh to be credited to Scindc, 
the sum of 41 ,»31?7, 150 rupees, being 275 rupees increase 
per chest on the 150,120 chests of the Company's own 
opium sold within that period. This in English money 
will be in round numbers, four milliom one hundred and 
thiriyfour thousand j^ounds sterling ! 

The proper person to comprehend the value of Scindc, 
taken in this light, would be a Spanish minister of finance, 
who has an instance before hivs eyes in Gibraltar, of the 
loss of revenue to a country from an outlet for smuggling 
being in adverse possession. In regard to a drug like opium, 
the only possible thing that could prevent the revenue 
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being utterly ruined by such a circumstance, would be the 
ignorance of the barbarian holder of power over our 
finances in this particular — an ignorance that in these 
days of enlightenment both with Blacks and Whites never 
could last long. 

^ I mark another passage wherein Sir J. Ilobhousc takes 
credit for the amount expended on canals in Scindo ! 
1 must say it does seem a good joke, this perpetually twit- 
ting us about the cost of the province, and then taking 
credit for the principal item as a proof of the liberality 
generally of the Company’s government. 


Comment on the above Statement by Mr. Edwardes, Civil 
Magistrate at Simla. 

September .'ith, lrt51. 

I return you with best thanks Captain ilathborne’s 
statement, I have studied it carefully and fully coincide 
in the correctness of his reasoning. 

1 have also submitted it for the judgment of our com- 
missioner of customs, one of the soundest financiers in the 
country, and he fully agrees with (^Japtain liathborne, that 
the incre.ase he mentions may fairly be attributc'd to our 
holding possession of Scinde and closing that formcj'ly 
important outlet for contraband trade. 


XIX. 

Notes by Major Beatson, on his Separate Operations, and 
March to blockade the Northern Entrance of Trukkee, 
18t5, umtten at the time. 

On the 20th of February 1845 T joined the camp of his 
excellency Sir Charles Napier, governor of Scinde, about 
two miles below Goojroo : I had with me a portion of tlie 
JBundlecund Legion, consisting of two ninc-pounders, a 
squadron of cavalry and the first battalion of the infantry 
of the legion. 


2 I) 2 
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Oil tlic 21st Sir Charles directed mo to take up a position 
at (joojroo uhich tlic euemy had left on the approach of 
liis excellency’s force: {'ivin^ me two horse-artillery six- 
pounderSj instead of my nines, which were considered too 
hcaiT for hill-work. 

My position commanded both the pass from the west- 
ward, and the valley opening to the north of Goojroo. 

On the morning of my arrival I accorniianied Captain 
Malet and Ali Moorad to the place where the road to 
Deyrah goes off to the left; but we saw nothing of the 
enemy. 

On the morning of the 23rd I went up the hills 
to the north-west of Goojroo, accompanied by Cap- 
tains Winter, Barry, and Hayes, with an escort of fifty 
sepoys. 

In a very diflicult watercourse, near the top of the 
first range of hills, I found the remains of fires which 
must have been recently left, and also of one or two 
fires on the face of the hills ; but did not see a man. 

On the 2 Ith wc w ent to the top of the hills to the soiith- 
wx'st of Goojroo; after my return to camp, in the fore- 
noon, some of the Belooch horsemen made an attempt to 
carry off the camels at graze, but on being pursued, they 
made off by some (jf the numerous paths well known 
to them, but which we knew nothing of, and left the 
camels : — as yet I have not lost a single animal. 

On the 25th T went up the valley to the north of 
Goojroo, over a very nigged pass, and descended into the 
sandy bed of a river, the only apparent entrance for 
wliich is througli a chasm about tliii t}' feet wide, formed 
by perpendicular rocks on each sich', of about two hun- 
dred feet in height; so regular is this chasm, that it 
looked as if a coluraif of infantry had opened from its 
centre by subdivisions, closing fifteen paces outwards. 

One shot was fired from an inaccessible hill in the 
neighbourhood ; but wc saw no person. 

Goojroo w^as an important post : the enemy had no 
choice but to force that or go into Trukkee, and he chose 
the latter alternative, which enabled the general to finish 
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the war. It was clearly the cnemy^s desire to avoid 
Hj^hting from tlie first, or lie never would have allowed Sir 
(Jharles^s force to go without opposition through passes 
where he might by rolling down rocks have destroyed the 
force without losing a man. 

I had at Ooojroo a striking instance of the confidence 
which such a man as Sir Charles Napier inspires in all 
vsoldiers who serve under him : — the exigencies of the scr- 
\icc, caused by the crippled state of our camels, rendered it 
necessary that my men should be put on half-rations of 
nngroiind wheat, and with only enough of (n eii that for a 
few (lays w'hen we took up our position at (jloojroo ; but 
tlicrc was never a murmur from any man of the higion, and 
when we were sometimes reduced to fcr last day\s half- 
rations the feeling of every soldier was the general will not 
forget us \ ” And true enough, he did not forget us ; for as 
sure as tin* sun was about to disappear ])chind the Uelooch 
hills in the evening, a string of camels with supplies was 
seem ascending the pass, thus justifying the confidence of 
the soldiers that their general had not forgotten them — and 
rccollcjct, these soldicu’s gen(3rally were the liigh-caste men 
of Hindostan — Rajpoots, Brahmins, and JMahomedans — 
the two former of whom would die ratlier than eat any- 
thing but grain. But the whole secret is, they had con- 
fidcirce in their general, and where soldiers have that 
they will do anything. 

On tlie .2nd JMarch I reexiived orders from Sir Charles 
Na])ier to jiroceed with a field detachment from Coojroo 
to bloekadc the rear of Trnkkec, while his execllency^s 
force took np a position in frojit of that jilaec. J\1y 
instructions were to march if possible noi*tfi-wesi from 
(roojroo to Luttj blit I found the country impra(;ticablc Sn- riai 2. 
for guns. I therefore dcscemh^d the pass into the Deyrab 
plain, and skirted the hills till I came to Deolct Corai^^ 
and then w^ciit due north through a very dilficidt pass 
into the I arrow plain, w^hcre I found Ali Moorad w ith 
his force encamped, and where I was joined by the voluu- 
tt!ers of her Majesty\s 18th under Lieutenant John Barry, 
and the camel corps under Tjicutcnaiit Bruce : — the former 
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brought me a despatch from Sir Charles Napier directing 
me to act iudepeiidcnt of Ali Moorad in blockading the 
nortli of Trukkee. On my arrival 1 informed the ameer 
that I should march immediately my rear-guard came 
through the pass ; on hearing which he immediately struck 
his tents, and moved off in the direction of Trukkee, which 
he did not appear to intend to do till he found that I was 
determined to move on whether he did or not. The delay 
in getting the rear, of my force through the pass gave Ali 
Moorad a few hours’ start, and enabled him to keep some 
miles ill Iront of mo all day — the difficulties of the 
country fre(j[uently obliging me to dismount the Euro- 
peans from the camels to drag the guns up passes, which 
the horses w'crc fdUmd (piite unequal to. 

An instance of the tact and cunning of the Beloochees 
occurred on this march : I was riding at the head of the 
column, about dusk in the evening, wlicn three horsemen 
with red turbans were passed up from the rear of the 
column under an escort of the Bundlecund cavalry, they 
having represented themselves as Ali Moorad’s horsemen, 
come from Sir Charles Napier with orders for mo to halt, 
as Bccjar Khan had given himself up and the war was at 
an end. I asked them if they had brought me a letter 
from Sir Charles : this did not disconcert them in the 
least, and they at once replied that they had been sent on 
ahead, to give me the intelligence, and that others w ere 
following with the letter. Their story was so plausibly 
told, that I must confess I thought there was truth 
in it ; but at the same tune I was too old a soldier to 
halt without written instructions to do so, after I had 
received Sir Charles’s positive orders to blockade the rear 
of Trukkee as soon as possible : 1 therefore told the 
three horsemen to go on to Ali Moorad, and I would con- 
tinue my march till the letter came from Sir Charles. 
On joining Ali Moorad next day I mentioned the circum- 
stance to him, when he immediately declared they must 
have been a party of ilie enemy who had tried to deceive 
me, as none of his men had come up wuth any message to 
him from the rear. 
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1 must here meiitiou that the only distinguishing mark 
betAveen Ali Moorad^s men and those of the enemy was 
tliat the former wore red turbans, and the latter Avhitc, or 
green: — the Bcloochees were too knoAving not to take 
advantage of this ; so tlic three Avho X)rofcsscd to bring me 
the orders to halt, had donned red turbans for tlie occa- 
sion, thus tlic disguise Avas coniplcte as to dress ; and J 
must confess the ruse Avas well planned and skilfully 
cjinicd out. Talleyrand could not have kept his counte- 
nance better, or told his story more plausibly than the 
Bcloocheus did. Tlic instructions I got from Sir Cliarlcs 
Napier Avcrc, on getting to the north of Trukkoc, to 
blockade the pass but not to attack the enemy Avithout 
orders, and to report to his exccllcncJ^BAery day. I did 
write and send oft* my reports cAxry day; but I am 
inclined to believe that Ali Moorad played me false and 
did not forward my reports to Sir Charles, and I Avas 
obliged to trust to Ali Moorad to do so, as my men Avere 
totally unacquainted Avith the country. After I had been 
several days in rear of Trukkee I sent a Euro])ean oOiccr 
with an escort, and a letter to Sir Charles, and I have 
reason to believe that was the first he received since I left 
Goojroo. I Avas subsequently confirmed in the belief that 
Ali Moorad had not forAvarded my letters. 

After Ave had been some days in rear of Trukkee, 1 
got impatient at seeing or hearing nothing of the enemy, 
and also at receiving no intelligence of what was going on 
with Sir Charleses force in front of Trukkee — I therefore 
determined to go some distance into Trukkee to recon- 
noitre. 1 told Ali Moorad of my intention, and moved off 
to the right into Trukkee at daybreak, leaving the ameer 
with his force at the mouth of the pass ; to my astonish- 
ment on my return I found that Ali Moorad had moved 
off Avith his Avhole force to the left, out of sight, and left 
the principal pass into Trukkee, quite open ; this Avas not 
only a strange kind of co-operation, but it also crippled 
my subsequent movements by obliging me to leave a 
part of my force to guard that pass which Ali Moorad^s 
force had occupied. When I went into Trukkee the 8th 
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March to look out for some men I had seen on the hills 
to the rij^ht (supposed to be part of the ciiciny, which 
they turned out to be, and I believe llcejar Khan was 
with them) on a triangular table-land, it aj)prared from 
where we were, to us who >vei*e uuacipiaiiited with that 
diilicidt country, to be inaccessible ; and so it was cvery- 
wlieic, excepting by foot-paths, by which only one man 
could ascend at a time — so that a few men at the 
top to roll down stones could have kept our army in 
check. 

In an endeavour to turn this position to the right, in 
hopes of finding a way to get up on the other side, one of 
iiiy flanking parties consisting of a few of those daring 
soldiers, the volui^®Drs of her Majesty^s L'ltli, ascended the 
a])cx of the triangle by a goat-path overhanging a tremen- 
dous precipice. The Beloochces had a breastwork on the 
table-land about tw'cnty paces retired from the top of 
this path, behind which were concealed about seventy 
men, who overwhelmed the small party of Europeans 
as soon as they got to the top ; first giving them a volley 
with their matchlocks, and then attacking them sword in 
hand, killing several and driving the others douui the rock : 
the volunteers did all that men could do, and fought most 
gallantly ; but seventy against ten ! the former having all 
the advantage of ])osition, wdiilc the latter were blown by 
the steep ascent and unexpected attack, were too great 
odds. One European drove his bayonet through the 
br(!ast of a llelooch, but while so entangled, about a dozen 
swords flashed about his head, and he was of course cut to 
pieccjs : — the parties of volunteers under Lieutenant Barry 
and Lieutenant Darby, seeing their (comrades engaged, 
immediately rushed to their assistance, but a deep chasm 
prevented their getting even to the bottom of the ascent; 
all they could do was to open a fire from the opposite 
side ; but the distance was too great, the balls all falling 
short — their marks were afterwards seen on the. rocks 
below the enemy^s position. 

'fhe bravest of the brave could not have done more than 
these few men of licrMajcstyis volunteers — but they Averc 
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overwhelmed in a position where their comrades could 
give them no assistance — and even after I collected all 
my detached parties we could find no practicable ay of 
getting at the ciicmy^s position on the triangular table- 
land. We afterwards found there M*as a path on the 
opposite side, but our men being unacquainted with the 
country we did not discover the path till too late. 

Early next morning I got a note from Captain Curling 
infonning me that Beejar Khan had surrendered. I there- 
fore suspended operations. I also got a letter from Colonel 
Frushard, mentioning that the enemy had agreed to sur- 
render and that the war was at an end. 

On rejoining Sir Charles Napier at Shahpoor, his excel- 
lency did me the honour to appoint ifc to the eonimand 
of Shikarpoorc and of the line of frontier outposts, as far 
as the Larkaana river to the south, and Shah poor to the 
northward, 

I was subsequently also api)ointcd by Sir Charles 
Napier to be president of the military commission for the 
trial of all serious criminal cjises at Shikarpoorc, and on 
the frontier. The Calcutta Review, for September 1850, 
says. Major Jacob was left in command of the frontier. 
This is a mistake — Major Jacob did not succeed to the 
command of the frontier tillJ H iO af ter the Bundlecund 
Legion left it. ^ 

Note . — ^Thc position on which the Beloochces killed* 
the men of the volunteers was such as the other 
men, wdio had been through the campaigns of Afl- 
ghanistan, declared they had never seen anything at 
all to compare to in that country — '^My eye ^what a 
place ! ” was their exclamation. It m^us an almost per- 
pendicular rock to be ascended by a footpath, on which 
only one man could go up at a time — and supposing 
the enemy to let them get up unmolested to the top, 
there Avas not room for more than ten men to form irf 
front of a breastwork capable of containing a hundred 
men, with the rear open and reinforcement constantly 
coming up from the base^of the triangular table-land — 
besides which from the width of the ravine no musketry 
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fire was of any use in covering the advance of an attack- 
ing i)arty, which would thus have had to ascend by single 
men as before described in the fiicc of a strongly-posted 
enemy. This the lleloocliees were no doubt well aware 
of, and seeing that the few men of the volunteers were 
separated from the rest of their party by one of those 
chasms so common in that country, they allowed them to 
ascend the precipice unopposed till they had got them on 
the top in front of their breastwork, where they expected 
them to be an easy jirey, wliicli they were not — for 
the Europeans fought like devils, and slew more than 
their own number of the llcloochees before they were 
overpowered. 


The gentlemen of the pipeclay school will probably ask 
why was this flanking party so far sc])aratcd from the 
main column, and wlicrc were the connecting files ! My 
answer is. You were never in Ihnikkee or you would 
not ask : — it is there (piitc impossible to keo]> cither dis- 
tance's or communication. 1 have seen an officer, whom 
1 knew to be a gallant fellow under the enemy^s fire, 
lose his head on the ledge of a rock overhanging a pre- 
cipice, so that several soldiers were obliged to help him 
across. 1 have secii^others caught by the feet between 
two rocks, and several men required to extricate them, 
\vith the loss of their shoes : — if this will not explain to 
the martinet why distances and communication were not 
kept, 1 have nothing left for it but to recommend him to 
« try Trukkee."^ 

In 18 IG came the first Punjaiib war; and there never 
would have been a second had Sir Cliarles Napier's plan 
of ojicrations been carried out : — that it w^ould have been 
carried out successfully, it is only necessary to mention 
that Sir Charles himself would have taken command of 
^hc force to msirch to Deyrah Chazee Khan and thence to 
Alooltan. Such a move woidd have as effectually settled 
tlie Punjaub in 1846 as Scinde was settled by the battles 
»of Meeanee and Hyderabad. 
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Tlie following letters properly belong to the History of 
the Coiupicst of Sciiule, hut liaving been obtained since tlie 
publication of that work, are inserted here. 

Tlie cpiestion as to whether Uoosfuni’s cession was, or^. 
was not voluntary, has been decided by the annexed letter 
from that ameer, written to Jiis son at tlie time, but only 
])roduccd in ISoO in consequence of an oflicial inquiry 
instituted as to Ali JMoorad’s conduct : it disposes com- 
pletely and peremptorily of all the falsehoods published on 
the subject by the ameers and by their English coadjutors 
and bcwailcrs. 

Meer Roostum Khun to Ms Son Meer Mahomad Ifussain, 
Dated 17th Zckaght, 12r)8, — 20th Doc., A.D. 1842. 

[After compliments.] According to the written direc- 
tions of the general (Sir C. Napier) I came wnth Meer 
Ali Morad to Hejec Kiigote. The meer above mentioned 
said to me, " Give me the Puggree and your lauds, and 
I will arrange matters with the liritish.^’ By the 2>*‘fsuasion’\ 
of this Ali Morad Khan, my lands to him, but 

your lands, or your brothers^^liose of the sons of Mevr 
Mobarick Khan, I have not ceded to him : nor have I ceded 
the districts north of Roree. An agreement to the ettect 
that he will not interfere with those lands, 1 got in the < 
handwriting of Peer Ally Gohur and sealed by Meer Ali 
Morad, a copy of which I send with this letter for you 
to read. 

Remain in contentment on your lands, for your districts, 
those of your brothers, or of the heirs of Meer Mobarick 
Khan (according to the agreement I formerly wrote for 
you) will remain as was written then, and IMcer Ali 
Morad cannot interfere in this m.atter. 

Hey Kingrce and Badshaporc 1 have given to Peer Ally 
Gohur in perpetuity ; it is for you also to agree to it. My 
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expenses and those of my household are to l)e defrayed hy 
Mccr Ali Morad. 

(True translation.) 

(Signed) Jn. Youngitusband, 

Lieutenant of Scinde roliee, 

Sukkiir, ith May, 1850. 

The letter of wliich the above is a translation was given 
to me by Aleer Mahomed Hussain.* It hears the seal of 
Meer Roostum. 

(Signed) Jn. Young husband. 


Ijctlfr from Sir C, Napier to Sir Jasper NichoUs, Coni- 
mander-in-Chief in reply to the latter^ s Censures on the 
Conduct of the Operations in Scinde, 

25lli Junr, IS 13. 

I liave just liad tlic honour to receive your excel leney’s 
, note of the 9th of March, in which you observe, “ But I 
see you made that an arduous struyyte, which mUjhl have 
been an easy success had yon detained the 11. v/ reyinient 
and sotue part of Colonel Wallace\'i deUichment,^^ 

This is a serious charge against me. Whether you will 
think it justl}^ grounded, or not, when you hear rny 
) defence, 1 cannot say ; but you will I am sure excuse my 
desire to stand higher in your opinion as an oflieer than 
I a|)peaTno doT 

To begin with the list. Versed as your ' excellency is 
in Indian warfare, 1 need not tell you that a European 
\ regiment cannot march, especially in hot weather, without 
carriaye,^^ The list had none. They were on tlie 
Indus in boats. 1 had not and could not obtain suflicient 
'^carriage” for the force 1 had with me; i»iuch less could 
1 assist tlie list. The want of carriage obliged me to 
leave the 8th native infantry at Rorcc. The list must 
have joined me, if they could have joined me at all, 
without carriage for sick; for ammunition; for water; 
for tents; for provisions. How could they have joined 
me? Impossible! 

* The sou of Meer Roohtuiii. 
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But this was not all, though sufficient. Up to the 15th 
the ameers of Ilyclerahad had loudly declared their p('rf(‘et 
suhmission to the will of the British goveriirueut — they 
disclaimed all union with the ameers of Kyrepore. 4'he 
latter had not an army that my force was not fully equal 
to coj)e with ; and the governor-general and the govcrii- 
rnout of Bombay had reUerated their positive orders to 
me to have the list ready to embark at Kurrachcc on 
the 20th of February. 1 knew the cause of their anxiety, 
and that it was v(;ry important the 41st should embark 
the 2()th. Was it for me in January, when all the ameers 
had declared their acceptance of the new treaty, t() write; 
to Sukkur in the face of superior authority and ordc‘j* the 
-^Ist to halt? Not to join niy force, for that was impos- 
sible, but to halt ! I suspect the governor-general and the 
government of Bombay woidd not have been much satis- 
fied with my conduct had 1 done so. The list therefore 
arrived at Sukkur on the Ith of February and found 
orders instantly to proceed on its voyage, and it passed 
Hyderabad the lOth February, five days before the 
ameers declared %var, and when Mfijor Outram, an 
accrpdi tc;d age nt of mine, was by their own invitation 
l iving in the ir ca pita]| ^ and^ ssuring me t^Koir earnest 
desire for peace — he being j ^hc DersoTi^ ^^g^<^^^>j>g^^ 
more of Scindc than other IkiglishmcnTan^^ the 

ameers individually and personally. 

On the day of the action the 41st w^crc at Kurrachcc. 

T being inland and my letters constantly intercepted could 
not know where the list was, except that it was some- 
where on the Indus, that is somewhere or other on a 
range of three hundred miles ! 1 did not hear of its arrival * 
at Sukkur till it was past my reach had I supposed 
it was required, which T did not, how could T suppose so? 
By reference to my journal I find that on the 13th 
February, being then at Syndabad, 1 received no less than 
<«^M»MKpresses from Major Outram to say and impress 

armed men at Hyderabad !!! ^* 
At that moment hom>S£Ufii4te^ 

men were in position at Mecanec, six mile^oI^^Rort 
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miles, for tlic battle was seen from the walls. I think 
after the above statement your excellency will acquit me 
of having had the power to reinforce my army with the 
41st regiment; but this and more shall become public if 
any inquiry be necessary. 

Now for the second part of your excellency’s charge, 
viz. that I might have had an easy success, had some pari 
of Colonel Wallace\^ detachment been with me. 

In the first place the whole brigade under Colonel 
Wallace, as far as I recollect, and my memory is 
tolerably strong, could not turn out fifteen hundred rank- 
and-file : it must therefore have been a large portion to 
have made the battle of Meeanec an easy success. How- 
ever, say I had five hundred; assuredly that numbej^ 
would not have changed the character of the engagement. 
It Avould have brought a larger force of the enemy into 
action very possibly, and consequently both their loss and 
ours would have been greater in that proportion ; but 
the action would not have been an easy success.” No ! 
nor an easier success. But what excuse? had I to weaken 
Wallace, who was apparently, at the time wc divided, in 
more danger than 1 was? lie was about to seize an 
nx t fmsivn district , and if a n;^ resistance were to be made 
!lssurcdlW/t^^ have been expected. 

Supposm^meto have made the military error of 
sending a feeble force to execute what was expected to be 
a perilous operation, and that I had brought a thousand 
men down with mo to the south, what would have been 
the result? Water was everywhere scarce, and often- 
times I had scarcely sufFicient for the small force with 
me. Had I had the Bengal column also, or a large 
portion of it, I must have marclicd in two columns, with 
the interval of a day between them to let the wells fill 
after being emptied by the first column. The result 
would have been, that I should have been unable to have 
given battle till the 19th of I'ebruary, before whic^JU,]y4)Q^ 
Chandians under Wullcc Chandia-^jlJJjyyy^^ 
Mohamc(^Hussain ^bcrc Mohamed 

w^^ranS^^omedthe troops at Meeanec ! When the 
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victory was decided all these were within six or ciglit 
liours of the field of battle — an additional 1,000 on iny 
side, an additional 27,000 on that of the enemy would 
not have rendered niy success more easij.^^ 

Your excellency will say that these things were not 
known to nie at Rorce when I first marched south. AH 
were not, but enomjh were ; 1°. I knew there was a great 
want of water. 2°. I knew I could carry spare provisions 
with me if the country refused supplies, hut I should not 
have had carriage for this if the Rengal column ^vas with 
me. The additional baggage would have been ucarJy as 
large as our own baggage, and all the wells would have 
been drunk dry. carriage for their 

not for and spare provisions 

indcggjyjjgn|^j£^ of their bazaar. ^ 

Siippose T could have conveniently brought down the ' 
Bengal troo2)S, and left the north unguarded. Still men ^ 
are not j)ro23hcts. The ameers of Hyderabad v)ere at 
peace with us — I was marching against those of Kyrepore, 
The latter had not 10,000 men, I wanted no increase of 
numbers to encounter them; nor did any man believe 
they intended to fight : nor the ameers of Hyderabad 
neither. Even on the 12th of Eebruary, Major Outram) 
then in Hyderabad, wrote me two letters assuring me the 
ameers of Kyrepore and Hyderabad had not a single 
soldier. So little did he then even a^iprehend hostilities. ^ 
The Beloocli army suddenly assembled, as if by magic ! 

I saw nothing but disgrace and destruction in an attempt 
to retreat, and I at once resolved to attack, confident in 
the courage of the soldiers. My confidence was not mis- 
idaccd ; neither will it now I hope, when I trust this letter 
will satisfy you that I brought every man into action that 
was at my disposal. 

(Signed) C. J. Napier. 
Lieutenant-General Sir Jasper Niciiolls, 
Commandcr-in-Chief- 









